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2 I ORANGE & WHITE 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Our fall 2012 issue of Orange & White provides a taste of the current momentum 

at UTB as we begin our new chapter as a standalone university. 

During the formative years of the partnership, the university produced an in 

ternationally - recognized chess team and produced impactful research in gravi 

tational wave astronomy and biomedicine. UTB earned prestigious national 

accreditations in business, counseling, engineering physics, computer science 

and music. It has graduated 33 ,000 students and created pathways for gradu

ates to earn professional and medical degrees and launch into careers. 

Just as our students are evolving, so is the university. While teaching and mold 

ing the students of today, we are boldly planning for the students of 2050. The 

task before us is to design a vision that takes advantage of the dedication and 

experience of faculty and staff, opportunities in new technologies for teaching 

and learning, and the thinking of national leaders in education. 

Your support, as we launch UTB 2.0, is gratifying. With your help, UTB will 

become a stronger university at a time when affordability, accountability and 

ingenuity are the foundation and the expectation. 

Mi/ gracias, 

Juliet V. Garcia 

ON THE COVER 
Sophomore Miriam De Leon is the first student to be accepted to the new 

Bachelor of Biomedical Sciences degree program that begins this fall. 

From Matamoros . De Leon is a 20II St. Joseph Academy graduate who has 

known since childhood that she would pursue a career related to medicine. 

five of her uncles are medical doctors in Mexico, and her brother is cur

rently in medical school. 

Starting as a volunteer in Dr. Luis Colom's laboratory under the tutelage 

of Dr. Maria Castaneda, De Leon·s efforts have paid off; she now continues 

working in the lab through the Student Employment Initiative. 

"I want to thank Dr. Colom for giving me this opportunity," De Leon said. 

"And I'm so pleased that now we have the biomedical degree. I hope to be 

come a physician assistant, and this program will prepare me, focusing on 

premedical studies." 
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COLLEGE OF BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES 

COLLEGE OF NURSING 

NEW DEGREES MARK NEW ERA 
IN HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONS 
lnspjred by the opening of the new Biomedical Research and Health Professions 

BujJding, The University of Texas at Brownsville breaks new ground in health 

science and nursing education this fall. 

The new bachelor's degree in biomedical sciences opens pathways to a broad 

range of medical career opportunities in research, healthcare and medical tech 

nology and helps create an updated model for physician education across Texas. 

An anticipated 50 students, including Jose Mario Rodriguez (right), will make 

up the program's first cohort, which will include a foundation year and two - year 

integrated organ systems curriculum with various learning modules . Students 

will perform a clinical internship and a research project in an area of interest. 

"We are sure this program will be preparing students to become superb and car

ing physicians , scientists and educators," said Dr. Michael W. Lehker, Associate 

Dean of the College of Biomedical Sciences. "The faculty has been designing 

this unique program based on solid published research on learning, teaching 

and best practices in premedical and medical education ." 

Physician education will be streamlined under the new program through the 

Accelerated Professional Relevant Integrated Medical Education, or APRIME 

initiative. UTB is working with institutions in Edinburg, El Paso , Galveston 

and Houston to make physician education more accessible to diverse groups . 

The initiative could launch as early as 2013. 

A new era in nursing education is also coming in the fall of 2013, after the Texas 

Board of Nursing approved the College of Nursing's fully-accredited, four - year 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree that meets the demands of a fast - chang

ing healthcare landscape, offering what has previously been unavailable. 

While nationally about half of registered nurses hold a bachelor's degree , in 

Cameron County that number is 27 percent. National organizations, jncluding 

the American Nursing Association, support initiatives to jncrease the number 

to 80 percent by 2020. 
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"Hospitals are requiring nurses to have a higher caliber of nursing and higher 

degrees to meet increasing national standards," said Dr. Edna Garza-Escobedo, 

Associate Dean of the College of Nursing. "Our new degree program will help 

fill this critical need." 

Representatives of the state nursing board cited the high caliber of the nursing 

faculty and their experience in pre - licensure professional nursing education 

and the abundance of clinical opportunities for students as some of the reasons 

they supported the program's creation. 

UTB.EDU/GIVING 



COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 

15 YEARS OF MUSIC 

The Department of Music marked a milestone as students, alumni, faculty and mem

bers of the community celebrated the 15th anniversary of the music degree program 

with a special concert at The Arts Center on May 3. 

"In Celebration: Fifteen Years of Making Musicians" featured performances by cur

rent and former students commemorating the May 1997 approval of the Bachelor 

of Arts in Music degree by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. Leo 

Zamora, Choir Director at Brownsville's Oliveira Middle School, was part of the 

crusade of students and faculty who went to Austin and convinced the state board the 

degree was needed. 

"The degree was something students really wanted, and it was nice to have the sup

port of our professors and the administration," said Zamora, who also became the 

first to receive the degree. 

Since then, the Department of Music has awarded more than 150 bachelor's degrees 

and more than 20 master's degrees. Graduates also have a IOO percent pass rate on 

the music portion of the state teacher certification exam. 

"We have extremely talented students, a consistent curriculum and a dedicated fac

ulty," said Dr. Sue Zanne Urbis, Chair of the Department of Music. "We filled The 

Arts Center to celebrate the past 15 years of remarkable success." 

REACHING OUT 

Eleven teachers in the Mission Consolidated ISD are halfway through their master's 

degrees in English, thanks to the convenience of distance education. 

From the Mission High School library two evenings a week, the Mission cohort joins 

their fellow classmates on campus who are gathered in the distance education class

room on the second floor of the University Boulevard Library. 

"The Graduate School has found a good partner in Mission CISD ," said Dr. Charles 

Lackey, Dean of Graduate Studies. "Every success is a testament to the power of tech

nology when combined with committed students and dedicated faculty." 

GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT 

Several groups in the College of Liberal Arts experienced another type of distance 

education this summer by traveling to Brazil, Czech Republic, Poland, Costa Rica 

and France. Studying psychology, photojournalism, environmental rhetoric, French 

language, art and culture, the students returned with broadened horizons and life

time memories. 
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' COLLEGE OF SCIENCE, MATHEMATICS AND TECHNOLOGY 

STELLAR PURSUITS 
The first class of Arecibo Remote Command Center Scholars in the Department 

of Physics and Astronomy graduated with their bachelor's degrees in physics at 

May's Spring Commencement. 

Students Frank Ceballos, Louis P. Dartez, Alejandro Garcia, Rossina B. Miller 

and Jesus Rivera, all from Brownsville, worked with data collected from the 

Arecibo Observatory in Puerto Rico and the Green Bank Radio Telescope in 

West Virginia. The students also did their own research projects and mentored 

younger ARCC scholarship students. 

All are bound for graduate studies this fall: Dartez and Garcia at UTB, Ceballos 

at the University of Kansas, Miller at West Virginia University and Rivera at 

Rutgers University in New Jersey. 

MA KIN G MATH AND SCIENC E ROCK 
UTeach Brownsville, an innovative teacher preparation program in the College 

of Science, Mathematics and Technology, allows students to receive teacher 

certification while earning a degree in mathematics or science. This nationally 

acclaimed program was developed at UT Austin and has been replicated at 30 

universities throughout the country. 

Students accepted into the program receive intensive field experience and in

dividual support and mentoring by faculty and master teachers. There are also 

opportunities for scholarships and paid internships. 

I 

LEARNING GAMES 
Best Colleges Online named UT Brownsville as one of the "IO Best Colleges for 

Game - Based Learning" in early July. Dr. Soumya Mohanty, an Associate 

Professor in the Department of Physics and Astronomy, had already been 

recognized by the U.S. Department of Education for his efforts to use video 

games to teach elementary physics. 

See Dr. Mohanty talk about his innovative work in " Expert of the Month" 

at utb.edu/ expert. 

FLOATI N G CLASSROOM 
Dr. Richard Kline , an Assistant Professor in the Department of Biological 

Sciences , and some of his university students captured the attention of area 

youth while explaining the ecological complexities of the Laguna Madre and lo 

cal marine life on the RV Karma (top) . Docked in Port Mansfield and South 

Padre Island in February, the RV Karma is used for the Texas Sea Grant Program 

and Texas AgriLife Extension's F loating Classroom Program. 

UTB.EDU/GIVING 
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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

FIRST EARLY HIGH SCHOOL GRADS 
Sitting among the graduates at Spring Commencement were 38 high school 
seniors from the Brownsville Early College High School, a partnership between 
UTB and Brownsville ISD. They are the first to graduate from BECHS with 
their Associate of Arts degree and a high school diploma. 

"Since I came to BECHS, it really motivated me to stay in school," said Paloma 
Abigai l Rodriguez (above) , who has been the top student since BECHS started 
in 2008. 

Rodriguez is a 2012 recipient of the Gates Millennium Scholarship and plans to 
attend UTB in the fall and pursue a bachelor's degree in biology. 

DOCTORATE CELEBRATES 5 YEARS 
Inaugurated in the summer of 2007, the Doctor of Education in Curriculum 
and Instruction with an emphasis in Bilingual Studies continues to be a sought
after degree. 

" I was particularly motivated to pursue this degree both as a student and as an 
employee of this institution , and felt I could not let down those who believed in 
me ," said Joel Garza , who earned his Ed.D. at Spring Commencement in May. 

Garza is one of r3 students who have earned the degree and 40 others are cur
rently in the pipeline. 

NATIONAL RANKING 
The university's online Master of Education in Educational Technology re 
ceived a high ranking by U .S . News & World Report earlier this year. The pro 
gram was named number 14 out of r5r U .S. institutions of higher education 
for 2012. 

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION 
Administrators from the Coll ege of Education and South Texas College gath 
ered in the courtyard of the Education and Business Complex in late April to 
sign an articulation agreement which will provide a seamless transfer for STC 
students pursing degrees in teacher education at UTB. 

The College of Liberal Arts and the College of Science, Mathematics and 
Technology have also signed articulation agreements with STC. UTB has 80 
articulation agreements with colleges throughout Texas including Texas State 
Technical College in Harlingen and UTPA in Edinburg. 

CONNECTIONS 
UTB will partner with IDEA Public Schools and Sylvan Learning Center 
to implement the Connect2College Program. IDEA was awarded an $rr .5 
Million GEAR UP Partnership Grant to fund the comprehensive college prep 
experience. 
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SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 

INTERNATIONAL ACCREDITATION 
Dr. Mark Kroll , Dean of the School of Business, announced in May that the 

School of Business was awarded accreditation by the Association to Advance 

Collegiate Schools of Business International, known worldwide as the oldest 

and most recognized form of accreditation for schools of business. 

"This is a major accomplishment that ensures students and prospective stu

dents, as well as employers looking at our graduates, of the quality of the uni

versity's programs," Kroll said. 

EARLY-MORNING WISDOM FROM R.L. HUNT 
Two hundred fifty business leaders from throughout the region attended the 

first Business Appreciation Breakfast on Friday, March 23, where they gained 

valuable business advice from keynote speaker and Dallas businessman Ray L. 

Hunt. 

"The stars have aligned for the Rio Grande Valley," Hunt said. "There is great 

activity occurring in the region with development in educational opportunities 

that will create a base for growth, with collaboration as an important compo

nent of this." 
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BUSINESS TO BUSINESS 
A $90,000 grant from The Meadows Foundation will finance a pilot project 

designed to connect 50 business students with the local business community to 

ensure student retention and opportunities that lead to employment. The pro

gram will likewise provide employers with a flow of experienced, appropriately 

credentialed graduates prepared for entry-level professional positions. 

DUAL FOCUS 
U.S. Army 2nd Lt. Jose Campos (below) received his military commission and 

his M.B.A. all within 24 hours this spring. Campos had previously received his 

B.B.A. at UTB after earning his A.A. while on active duty as a Marine Corps 

recruit. 

"It's been a long journey," Campos said. "Fourteen years ago, I left Brownsville 

the first time to join the military, and I'm happy to have this second opportu

nity, now going back in as an officer." 

Campos said he will be exhilarated when he finally reaches his first permanent 

duty station, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, later this year. 

' UTB.EDU/GIVING 
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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 

PARTNERS PROMOTING SUCCESS 
Dr. Juliet V. Garcia, UTB President, was the keynote speaker in March at the 
2012 Learning Institute for Par tners for Postsecondary Success in Durham, 
N. C. Representatives of the Learning Institute, the Lumina Foundation's Latino 
Student Success , the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation's Communities Learning 
in Partnership and the Partners for Postsecondary Success organizations attended 
the conference. 

In July 20II, the United Way of Southern Cameron County and its area part
ners, including the university, were awarded a $1.4 million grant from the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation. The grant is part of the foundation's Partners for 
Postsecondary Success initiative . The initiative has identified six critical points -
preparation, connection, entry, progress , completion and employment - to help 
double the number of young adults ages 16 to 26 earning a degree, certificate or 
other postsecondary credential with labor market value by 2025. 

COMMON READER UN ITES FIRST -YEAR STUDENTS 
This fall all first-year students will read "The Culture Code: An Ingenious Way to 
Understand Why People Around the World Live and Buy as T h ey Do" by Clotaire 
Rapaille. According to Amazon .com, Rapaille presents the theory that culture 
drives consumer and personal choices . 

First-year students received copies of the book at summer orientations to read be
fore fall semester begins Monday, Aug. 27. All first-year students taking the First
Year Seminar will use the book in classroom discussions and some assignments. 

CALLING All FRESHMEN 
T h e third annual Freshman Convocation will be h eld at 3 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 
30 at The Arts Center. 

Freshman Convocation serves as a formal welcome to first-year students by the 
university's administrators and faculty members. University leaders don their 
academic regalia and interact with the student body. 

The event features th e ringing of the U n iversity Bell and the significance behin d 
each college's academic banners . Keynote speakers inspire stud ents to focus on 
the purpose of a university education and encourage them to pursue a timely 
graduation path . 



ALUMNI CORNER 

Top: Alumnae reconnect at mixers. 

Bottom: GutterBALL Tournament benefits alumni scholarships. 
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We want yo.u_f 

1he tl"IB 41.uMn; 4ssoc/a6on ;5 017en to all :Y-a.d.uates 
and ./'orMer students o./' tl"IB. 

4ssoe,'at/on events br/113 old and new ./',-,'ends to3ether 
and a.re 3reat networf/113 01717ort.uni'6es. MeMberS rece/Ve 
the Ins,'de tl"IB Monthly newsletter, the b/ann.ual 
Oran3e &wh,'te Ma:Ja.z.i'ne and ;nV/tat,'onS to M;xerS and 
s17ec,"al events. 

4 ./'ew o./' th,'s 17a.st SeMeSter 's 3et-t°3etherS ,'nc__l.uded 
M;xerS at p;,-ate 's Land,'n3 i'n Port Isabel, tAJ;nl( 's near 
OIM;to, Medusa. Lo.u113e i'n 'l/a.rl,'113en and Brownsv,'/le, 
and the annual Gutter B/1 LL lo.urna.Ment. 

/Is a. MeMber o./' the a.ssoei'ati'on, you can also be 
el,j;ble ./'or l,'bra.t-y 17r;v,'le3es and MeMbersh,',P at the 
,'M,Press,'ve ,f' El<' Center. 

ll?e 41.uMn; 4ssoe,'ati'on i's dedi'cated to s.u1717or6113 
the students o./' toda_; and toMorrow. 117,'s year, we 

a.warded n,'ne schola.rsh,js, and we can do even More 
w;th your he/,P. 

l>on 't M;Ss out - j o,'n .us _I It's ./'ree and ea.Sy ; j ust 
vi's,'t utb.ed.u/al.uMn,' and ./'ollow the 17roM17ts . 

5ee you Soon, 
Ma.r,'sa. CCJ.M17,'rano 
t/n,'vers;ty .f'elat,'onS 0./'l?cer 

PS. Chee.I: out uib.edu/alt.1fr1n,' l'or t.1,PCofr/in:3 events and net-u.:51 

or call fr/e at '?5(o-'ij'jj2-'-/33-=/-. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS. 
YOUR GENEROSITY IN 2011 MADE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR STUDENTS' LIVES. 

$10,000 AND ABOVE 
Alice Kleberg Reynolds Meyer Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. Sergio G. Arguelles 

BBVA Compass 

BBVA Compass Foundation 

Brownsville Foundation for Health 

and Education 

Coca Cola 

Mr. and Mrs. Ruben H. Edelstein 

Ford Foundation 

Greater Texas Foundation 

Ms. Graciela Gutierrez 

H-E - B 

Hispanic Scholarship Fund 

IBM Corporation 

International Bank of Commerce 

JP Morgan Chase Foundation 

Keppel AmFELS , LLC 

I 

LRGV Nursing Scholarship Fund 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. McNabb 

Neal & Lourdes Simmons Foundation 

Project Grad Brownsville 

Public Welfare Foundation 

Robert WoodJohnson Foundation 

Dr. and Mrs. Roberto B. Robles 

Scholarship America 

Serafy Foundation 

Sid W. Richardson Foundation 

South Texas Academic Rising Scholars 

South Texas Chorale 

Texas Guaranteed 

Texas Women for the Arts 

TheJohn G. & Marie Stella Kenedy 

Memorial Foundation 

The Long Foundation 

UT - Pan American Foundation 

The Welch Foundation 

United Way of South Cameron County 

Wal-Mart Foundation 

Wells Fargo Foundation 

Mrs. Linda Wilkinson 

Workforce Solutions Cameron 

$5,000-$9,999 
Boeing Gift Matching Program 

Brownsville Public Utilities Board 

Mr.John F. Cowen 

Davidson & Troilo 

Mr. Rudy De la Garza 

Frost National Bank 

Hispanic College Fund 

Lone Star National Bank 

Mid America Arts Alliance 

National Alliance for Hispanic Health 

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT BROWNSVILLE 

Ninos Headstart Program 

Mr. George M. Ramirez 

SpawGlass Foundation 

Holland/ Zeeland Area 

Community Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim H. Tipton 

$1,000-$4,999 
ACT 

Judge Leonel Alejandro 

Dr. Pastor Alvarado 

Alvin I.S.D. Education Foundation 

Ambiotec Civil Engineering Group 

American Association of University Women 

American Chemical Society 

Anderson Marketing Group 

Dr. and Mrs. Alan F. J. Artibise 

McAllen Medical Center & Heart Auxiliary 

Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Blanton 

Mr. and Mrs. Julius "Rusty" W. Brechot 

Mr. and Mrs. Cleve T. Breedlove 

Brownsville Board of Realtors 

Education Foundation 

Brownsville Society for the Performing Arts 

Mr. and Mrs. Allan R. Brumley 

Mr. and Mrs. Renato E. Cardenas 

Mr. and Mrs. Albino J . Carrasco III 



Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

Chick-Fil-A 

Mr. and Mrs . Irvine W. Downing 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B . Dunkin 

Esco Marine Inc . 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Farris 

First United Methodist Church 

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Fleuriet 

Frank Boggus Investments Ltd. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis A . Franke 

Drs. Diamantina andJames Freeberg 

Mr. Scott D. Friedman 

Mr. and Mrs. Luke Fruia 

Dr. and Mrs. Martin E. Garcia 

Mr. and Mrs. Emigdio M. Garcia 

Dr. Juliet V. and Mr. Oscar E. Garcia 

Dr. Peter B. Gawenda 

Dr. Clair Goldsmith 

Dr. and Mrs. Manuel G. Guajardo 

Dr. and Mrs. KalimJ. Habet 

Mr. and Mrs. David G. Handley 

Health Occupation Students of America 

Ms. Laurie M . Howell 

International Scholarship and 

Tuition Services 

Mr. and Mrs . Richard]. Jaross 

Mrs. Geralyn S . Kirkpatrick 

Dr. MarkJ. Kroll 

Lacks Valley Stores 

Law Office of Benigno "Trey" Martinez 

Los Ebanos Preserve 

Mr. and Mrs.John Lowry 

Sen . and Mrs. Eddie A. Lucio Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rolando Martinez 

Ms. Rosemary R . Martinez 

Dr. Zelma D. Mata 

Mrs. Margaret]. McCumber 

McDonald's 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. McNair 

Michael and Susan Dell Foundation 

Miss Texas Organization 

Dr. and Mrs. Romeo F. Montalvo Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. Xavier Montemayor 

Order of The Alhambra Charity Fund Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pat L. Pace II 

Dr. Paulette T. Parson 

Mr. George Paterson 

Mr. and Mrs. Alberto J. Pena 

Mr. Gustavo]. PenaJr. 

Dr. and Mrs. Nolan E. Perez 

Philippine Nurses Association 

Cameron County 

Point Isabel I. S. D . 

Dr. Richard H. and Mrs . Betsy Price 

Pronto Insurance 

Dr. Ruth Ann and Mr. Fred A. Ragland 

Mr. Carlos Reyes 

Mr. Ben Reyna 

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Ridol£ 

Mr. and Mrs . Eduardo R. Rodriguez 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Rodriguez 

Rotary Club of Brownsville Sunrise 

UTB.EDU/GIVING 
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Saudi Arabian Cultural Mission 

Scottish Rite Foundation 

Southern Jurisdiction 

Security First Credit Union 

State Farm Companies Foundation 

Dr. and Mrs. Gustavo Stern 

Mr. Alexander D. Stillman 

Texas Association of Judiciary Interpreters 

and Translators 

Telemundo 

Texas Industries Riverside Cement 

Texas Southmost College Foundation 

The Brownsville Herald 

TIFT Endowment Fund, Inc . 

Tipton Motors 

Mrs . Bitty Truan 

Mr. and Mrs. Tudor G. Uhlhorn 

United Launch Alliance 

Dr. Sue Zanne and Mr. Richard]. Urbis 

Valley Baptist Health System 

Valley Dental 

Valley Regional Medical Center 

Valley Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 

VAMOS 

Mr. and Mrs. Manuel M. Vela 

Dr. and Mrs. Jose L. Villalobos 

Mr. Randolph K. Whittington and 

Mrs. Merced Perez Trevino 

Mr. Welcome W. Wilson 

Mr. Douglas Young 
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$500-$999 
Ms. Sherra Aguirre 

Amigo Consultants, Inc. 

Barnes and Noble Bookstore 

Dr.Jude A. Benavides 

Dr. Mikhai l M. Bouniaev 

Brian William No rris Foundation 

Mr. Antonio Briseno 

Dr. Kevin Buckler 

Dr. and Mrs. Uvaldo Cantu Ji·. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan R. Cap lan 

Christian Brothers Institute 

Chula Vista C ustom Homes LLC 

Mr. and Mrs . Rafael Collado 

Ms. Yolanda De la Ri va 

Mr. Thomas W. Dunn 

Mr. Tom Dure! 

Mr. and Mrs. David P. Freeth 

Ms. Edna I. Garza-Escobedo 

Hon. Gi lberto Hinojosa 

Houghton Mifflin Hartcourt 

Dr. Daniel Hunter-Holly 

IBM Corp. Matching Grants Program 

Dr. Farhat M. Iftekharuddin 

Ms. Martha Kanter 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Kavanaugh 

Mrs . Brigitte M. Kimichik 

Dr. Charles W. Lackey Jr. 

Lady H awk Basketball Booster C lub 

Dr. and Mrs. Eric T. Linder 

Ms. Juana M. Llanas 

Lower Valley Chapter of the Society 

for Human Resource MNG 

Mr. and Mrs. Graham McCullough 

Dr. Manuel F . Medrano 

Mr. and Mrs. Pete T. Moore 

Mr. Ricardo J. Nava r ro 

Dr. Madhavan Pisharodi 

Mr. E . Anthony Reisinger 

Mr. Al Saronijr. 

Dr. Hilda Si lva 

Mr. Raymond L. Simonsen 

St. Luke C hurch 

Mr. and Mrs. William A . Stephenson 

Sunshine Pediatrics 

Tipotex Chevrolet 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Torres 

Ms. Sally J. Trenfield 

Valley Baptist Health System 

Mr. and Mrs. Carlos E. Varela 

Mr. Rene Villarreal 

Col. and Mrs. Richard V. Whelan Jr. 

Dr. Lucy G. and Mr. Patrick Willis 

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Wolfe 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank D. Yturria 

$100-$499 
Dr. and Ms. Baltazar Acevedo 

Mr. Russell P. Adams 

Dr. William L. Adams 

Mr. C hristian Alvarado 

Dr.Janna and Mr. Douglas Arney 

Austin Ribbon & Comp uter 

Ms . Lou Babb 

Ms. Blanca T. Bauer 

Mr.Job Benavidez 

Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Al icia R. Booth 

Border Customs Service 

Mrs. Bettie Lane Bragg 

Mr.James]. Brown 

Brownsville Coffee Shop #2, 

Brownsville Dental Associates 

Ms . Patricia G. Bubb 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Buchanan 

Dr. Kathy M. Bussert-Webb 

Dr. and Mrs. Henry H. Calderoni 

Canno n Classic Home LLC 

Mrs . Ethel K . Cantu 

Mr. and Mrs .Jesus M. Castellano 

Mr. Hector Castillo 

Mr. and Mrs.Johnny N. Cavazos 

Mr. and Mrs. John Champion 

Mrs.Jovita N . C h ase 

Ms. Paquita Chavez 

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT BROWNSVILLE 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl S . Chil ton J r. 

Mr. Francis C iancarelli 

Mr. and Mrs. Al len C . Clark 

Ms . Amanda I. Clint 

Mr. and Mrs. Felix Colmenares 

Dr. and Mrs. Luis V. Colom 

Colvin, C haney, Saenz & Rodriguez 

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin G. Conner 

Dr.John A. Cook 

Mr. and Mrs. Luigi S. Cristiano 

Ms. Bebe K. Crooks 

Dr. Eugenia C uret 

Dr. Mary G . Curt is 

Mrs. Karen L. Dahlberg 

Dr. and Mrs . Charles F . Dameron 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest F. de Leon 

Ms. Graciana S. De Pena 

Mr. George E. Delaunay 

Dr. Marguerite DeWitt 

Ms. Diane Dillard 

Dr. Lidia S. Diaz 

Ms. Martie Di Gregorio 

Mr. and Mrs . Adolph F. Dittman 

Ms. H elene M. Dixon 

Dr. Diana E. Dominguez 

Mrs. Patricia Edelstein 

Mr. Gilbert E lizondo 

Emergency Medical Science Club 

Ms. Arace ly Esparza 

Ms. Christie L. Esparza 

Executive Designs 

Mr. and Mrs. George R. Farish Jr. 

Ms. Letty Fernandez 

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas M . Ferrier 

Dr. Ce! ia-Flores - Feist 

Mr. Daniel K . Forman 

Mr. and Mrs . Richard]. Franke 

Dr. Mari Fuentes - Martin 

Mrs. Christy Galvan 

Dr. Alejandro Garcia 

Ms. Dalilah Garcia 

Ms. Monica Garcia 



Ms. Maria E. Garcia - Noriega 

Dr. Dianna Garcia-Smith 

Mr.Jaime R. GarzaJr. 

Ms. Monica B. Garza 

Gastroenterology Consultants of South Texas, PA 

Ms. Sandra H. G erace 

Global Studies, Univ. of Minnesota 

Mr. Carlos G. Gomez 

Ms. Cynthia Gonzalez 

Mr. Rene Ruben Gonzalez Rascon 

Mr. Brett C. Govett 

Green, Rubiano & Associates 

Mr. Jonathan Guist 

Mrs. Sandra L. Hargis 

Mrs. Max Y. Hanis 

Dr. and Mrs. Daniel]. Heimmermann 

Dr. Elizabeth Heise 

Mrs. Elizabeth A. Hermann 

Mr. and Mrs. Eduardo Hernandez 

Hidalgo Athletic Booster Club 

Mr. Ramon Hinojosa 

Mr. Daniel Hopkins 

Mr. Richard Horn 

Dr. Deborah K. Huerta 

Ms . Norma L. Infante - Garcia 

Mr. PaulJack 

Ms. ElizaR.Jensen 

Mr.Jean £.Jeudy 

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick L. McCauley 

Ms.Janet M. Keating 

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Kemble 

Dr. and Mrs . Philip W . Kendall 

Mr. Thomas H. Kendall 

Ms. Alison D . Kennamer 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Kimberling 

Mr. and Mrs . John R . King 

Mr. Lee Kleinman 

Knights of Columbus Council #10372 

Mr. Nigel Lewis 

Dr. and Mrs.Jere C . Light 

Dr. Marvin G. Lovett 

Ms. Gwyneth]. Lymberis 

Ms. Amy D . Lynch 

Mr. William W. Malandra 

Mr. David Mariscal 

Dr. and Mrs.Jose G. Martin 

Ms . Estela Martinez 

Dr. Javier A. Martinez 

Mr. Ray Martinez 

Armand Mathew, OM! 

Ms . Mary E . McDermott 

Mr. Miguel A. MendezJ.D. 

Dr. Manuel R. Mendoza 

Mr. and Mrs . Ruben H. Mendoza 

Ms. Lupita Molina 

Mr. Justin Stewart and Ms. Karla Mongeo n -Stewart 

Mr.Jason Edward Moody 

Dr. Bobbette M. Morgan 

Ms. Kathlee S . Morrow 

MTB Silverio Pediatrics PA 

Mr. John W. Neuberger 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence P. Neuburg 

Dr. Thomas Nevill 

Mr. Alan Oak 

Mr. and Mrs.Jose R. Ortega 

Dr. Alla D. Paroiatnikova 

Dr. Tamara Pease 

Mr. David]. Peffer 

Pep Boys 

Ms. Paola M. Peraglie 

Mr.James D. Perry 

Ms. Janey Pizana 

Prism Development , 1 nc. 

Mrs. Alicia Putegnat 

Mr. Michael B. Putegnat 

Mr. Wi ll iam H. Putegnat 

Dr. Carol A. Radle 

Mrs. Maria E. Ramirez 

Mrs. Norma L. Ramos 

Dr. Anne R . and Mr. Daniel L. Rentfro 

Ms. Emma C. Rios 

Dr. Maria 0. and Mr. Robert Rivas 

Ms. Vickie Rizzi 

Ms. Sally K. Roach 
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Mr. and Mrs . Patrick Rodriguez 

Ms. Graciela P. Rosenberg 

Mr. and Mrs. Simon Rubinsky 

Mr. and Mrs. Mauro T. Ruiz 

Mr. Byron A . Samuelson 

Mr. and Ms. Reed S. Schoenly 

Mr. and Mrs. John Schwarm 

Ms. Marcia L. Selsor 

Mr.Jose P. Sierra 

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon D. Smith 

Mr. Lauro Solis 

Dr. William F. Strong 

Ms . Kathleen L. Talbott 

Ms . Cheryl A. Taylor 

Ms . Emilia D . C . Taylor 

Ms. Susan Teczar 

Ms.Jessica A. Tetreau 

Dr. and Mrs . Peter K. Thompson 

Mr. Tomas F . Tijerina 

Dr. and Mrs . George Toland Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs . Terry L. Tomlin 

Mr. Kenneth M. Turpen 

Ms. Amanda C . Tyler 

Dr. and Mrs. Preston M. Ukoli 

Mr. Robert E . Velten 

Mr. Ambrosio Viliarreal Jr. 

Mr.John L. Villarreal 

Mr. and Mrs.Javier Villarreal 

Walmart 

Ms.Judith D. Walton 

Dr. Ben Wasike 

Ms. Marilyn White 

William & Margery Zelle,·bach Foundation 

Dr. Jeffrey G . Wilson 

Dr. Marilyn J. Woods 

Wright III Foods, Inc. 

Ms . Maria de Jesus Yanez 

Mr. and Mrs. Mario E. Yzaguirre 

Mr. and Mrs . Rolando R. Zamora 

Mr. Steven Zellerbach 
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THEIR STORY: RICK AND GLORIA RIDOLFI 
After 25 years in the Air Force, Rick and Gloria Ridolfi returned to Gloria's 

roots in the Rio Grande Valley where she recalls her father steering ships loaded 

with bananas into the Port of Brownsville. The Ridolfis appreciate every new 

day, and it is this grateful attitude that infuses their active life that includes be

ing staunch supporters of The University of Texas at Brownsville, where Gloria 

has been a member of the Development Board for the past three years. 

Rick and Gloria promote UTB in numerous ways, including their participation 

in the annual Distinguished Lecturer Series, The Arts Center and the Annual 

Fund: UTB Fund for Excellence. They also were the driving force behind the 

establishment of the SPI Faculty Lecture Series, a popular program on South 

Padre Island since 2005. 

Several years ago, the Ridolfis learned from Laurie Howell, Executive Director 

for University Relations, about children who grow up as wards of the state of 

Texas and often find themselves in limbo when they are "emancipated" at the 

age of 18, out on their own with no financial or emotional support. 

Rick and Gloria established an endowed scholarship earmarked especially for 

students leaving state care who might be vulnerable without family support. 

"We felt these kids would benefit from just a little help toward their educa

tions," Rick said. 

A few years later, when rewriting their wills in Texas, Rick and Gloria decided 

to add to the endowment upon their deaths with a planned gift. After making 

the change with their lawyer, they worked with Serena Putegnat in University 

Relations to facilitate the simple paperwork saying a set amount would be added 

to their scholarship endowment upon their deaths. 

"We think it's very important to take care of plans early because you never know 

what and when something will happen," Gloria said. "And this way it's done, 

and we know it is taken care of, and that's very comforting." 

And they hope their actions will serve as a role model for the recipients. 

"It shouldn't stop with that person," Rick said. "I hope this becomes contagious 

for the kids that receive the modest benefit that we can offer. That they say to 

their children, 'I did it, I want you to do it."' 

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT BROWNSVILLE 



ORANGE & WHITE I 15 

I want to support the annual giving programs at The University of Texas at Brownsville with a gift of: 

0 $1,000 

My contribution today will be paid by: 

0 Check enclosed (payable to UTB) 

0 $250 0 $roo 

0 MasterCard O Visa O American Express O Discover 

Card No. ___________________ _ 

Expiration date ___ / __ _ 

Signature ___________________ _ 

You may also visit utb.edu/ giving to make your gift online. 

0 $25/ month 0$ __ _ 

Please designate my gift to (check all that apply): 

0 The university's area of greatest need 

0 Annual Fund: UTB Fund for Excellence 

0 General Scholarship Fund 

0 My college/school __________ _ 

0 The Chess Team 

0 Distinguished Lecture Series 

0 Other _______________ _ 

0 Contact me about my estate plan/ will. 

·-----------------------------x-------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------- ------------------------ ----------------------- -- ------- --- -------------------------------------------------- ---- --------------- ------------------------------------------------------ --------

ANNUAL FUND: UTB FUND FOR EXCELLENCE 
Make a commitment in 2012 to enrich the life of a deserving student with a gift 

to the Annual Fund. 

Every gift - large or small - goes to enhance a student's academic career by pro

viding the means to participate in a life-changing experience. 

A gift might allow a student to attend a conference where they will travel to a 

new city, hear new ideas, meet other students with similar interests and begin 

establishing invaluable relationships. 

A gift might help a student to participate in an internship, in the Valley or be

yond, where they will experience the real - life workings of their future career, 

perhaps writing stories for a newspaper, learning the intricacies of the banking 

business or working alongside a city planner or power company engineer. 

A gift might allow a student to accept an invitation to participate in a coveted 

research project - perhaps in chemistry, physics or biology - where they will get 

a taste of the true dedication of a laboratory scientist. 

Each student strengthened by enhancement activities becomes a stronger stu

dent. The investment is compounded many times over, resulting in a more 

vibrant and healthy community. 

State and federal funds do not cover such important "extras." This is why we 

need the Annual Fund. 

Rest assured that every dollar goes toward creating a richer university education 

for our UTB students . Some of your dollars actually grow as they are leveraged 

by the highly effective nonprofit South Texas Academic Rising Scholars, known 

as STARS. In 20II , UTB leveraged donations to total $400,000. 

"Your gift to the Annual Fund will enhance a student's degree ," said Marisa 

Campirano, University Relations Officer for Alumni. "It will introduce him or 

her to new places , new ideas and new challenges while also opening up impor 

tant networking doors." 

UTB.EDU/GIVING 
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