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First English Ph.D. Recipient Honored
Kenneth Holditch lectures at Faulkner conference

DECEMBER 21, 2015 BY BY NATHAN WEBER

The University of Mississippi honored its first
doctoral recipient in English, Kenneth Holditch,
during his presentation at this year’s Faulkner
and Yoknapatawpha Conference.

Holditch, a professor emeritus of English at the
University of New Orleans who earned his
doctorate at UM in 1961, presented his lecture,
“Growing Up in Faulkner’s Yoknapatawpha
Country.” He spoke to an enthusiastic audience
in the Faulkner Room of the J.D. Williams
Library during the 42nd annual conference.

At this program, Jay Watson, UM Howry Professor of Faulkner Studies and professor of English,
announced the Holditch Scholars Award, which will be given annually to a graduate student in the
Department of English.

“The creation of the Holditch Scholars Award is exciting news indeed for the English department,”
Watson said. “This award will be an important source of support for deserving graduate students in our
program, and a lovely way to honor the distinguished career of the man who received the very first Ph.D.
granted in English at the University of Mississippi.”

Ivo Kamps, UM chair of English, praised the
efforts of Holditch and the university for the
timely announcement.

“The English department is proud and pleased to
recognize its first Ph.D. graduate, Dr. Holditch,
with the creation of a graduate student award in
his name,” Kamps said.

Watson noted how appropriate it was for
Holditch to present his lecture at this year’s
conference.

“That the announcement of the award fund came during this summer’s Faulkner conference was a
wonderful bit of serendipity, since Professor Holditch pursued his Ph.D. studies at a time when Faulkner
was still living in Oxford and since he went on to become an accomplished scholar of Faulkner’s works
in his own right,” Watson said.

To contribute to the Holditch Scholars Award, contact Angela Barlow Brown, UM director of
development for special projects, at 662-915-3181 or ambarlow@olemiss.edu. 
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Campus Briefs
Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program
OXFORD, Miss. – The University of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dolls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Mississippi Excellence in Coaching
Fellowship Aims to Build Leaders
OXFORD, Miss. – Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in
Coaching Fellowship – a program hosted
by the University of Mississippi School of
Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association – are expected to increase
their impact on student-athletes and their
communities. The coaching fellowship
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Ole Miss In the News
Clarion-Ledger: New Essay
Collection Tells the Story of
Meredith’s Enrollment
Essays celebrate 60th anniversary of
James Meredith’s enrollment at University
of Mississippi By Lauren Rhoades Oct. 1
marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’s 1962 enrollment at
the University of Mississippi as the
school’s first African-American student.
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“James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a
collection of essays edited by UM
professor of journalism Kathleen Wickham,
honors this historic milestone with
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