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Jeff McManus, UM director of landscape services, shares some of the leadership lessons he has learned
over his career as a manager and administrator. Photo by Robert Jordan/Ole Miss Digital Imaging Services

University’s Head Landscaper Honored by Professional
Society
Jeff McManus recognized for distinguished service and launching education
efforts

DECEMBER 16, 2021 BY MITCHELL DIGGS

OXFORD, Miss. – The Professional Grounds Management Society has recognized the University
of Mississippi‘s director of landscape services for his efforts to develop and launch educational offerings
for the society and for his work to increase the society’s membership.

Jeff McManus received the society’s Award of Distinguished Service at the 2021 School of Grounds
Management Conference & GIE+Expo in Louisville, Kentucky. The PGMS was established in 1911 as a
professional society focused on education and professional advancement.

“Jeff McManus truly exemplifies the outstanding service that this award recognizes,” said Mark
Feist, the society’s immediate past president. “I have served with Jeff for many years on committees,
the board and under his leadership as PGMS president.

“In addition to his busy position as director of landscape services and his roles as an author and
professional speaker, Jeff is still able to dedicate time to serving as chair of the PGMS Webinar Task
Force producing bimonthly webinar content. Jeff also serves as chair for a subset of the Education
Committee, developing education offerings for the PGMS School of Grounds Management.

“Jeff has helped me understand the true meaning of leadership through the example he sets in
cultivating people and, in my case, cultivating friendship.”

McManus, who also oversees airport and golf course operations at Ole Miss, joined the university in
2000. Under his leadership, the university has won the Grand Award in the PGMS’s Green Star Awards
twice, in 2002 and 2013, and has been named among the nation’s most beautiful campuses by several
other organizations.

He oversees a staff of 32 full-time employees, who maintain more than 1,000 acres on the central
campus in Oxford. Staff members plant an average of 20,000 seasonal color plants, 10,000 tulip bulbs
and 10,000 daffodils annually, as well as more than 200 new trees.

Being honored for the team’s work is greatly appreciated, but being recognized for education and
people-building is special, McManus said.
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Campus Briefs
Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
Washington, D.C., Winter Session
OXFORD, Miss. – Eleven University of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break learning about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Politics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Reserve’s
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“Over the last 21 years, Ole Miss has been a landscape industry leader both in campus beautification
as well as people development,” he said. “The Department of Landscape Services tries to emulate
the leadership style from Dr. Robert Khayat by leading by example.

“His passion for excellence, having pride of ownership and having a winner’s mindset has inspired our
daily hard-work ethic. Our staff does an amazing job adapting to and overcoming the challenges they
face when working in nature at a major university.”

A certified arborist and acclaimed leadership speaker, McManus also has authored several books,
including “Growing Weeders into Leaders” (Morgan James Publishing, 2017), “Pruning Like a Pro”
(CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2015) and the forthcoming “Cultivate: A Landscape
Leaders’ Guide to Empowering Teams.”

The university is blessed to have leadership that supports excellence across campus, he said.

“Chancellor Glenn Boyce and Steven Holley, our vice chancellor for administration and finance, show
tremendous support to our department by cultivating greatness on the Ole Miss campus,” McManus
said. 

FILED UNDER: FACULTY AND STAFF NEWS, NEWS RELEASES

Read the story …

More Posts from this Category

Retu rn  to  to p  o f  p a geRetu rn  to  to p  o f  p a ge Copyright © 2023 · Th e Un iversity  o f  M ississ ip p iTh e Un ivers ity  o f  M ississ ip p i

https://olemiss.edu/depts/landscape/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/news-releases/faculty-and-staff-news/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/news-releases/
https://news.olemiss.edu/reuters-keep-an-eye-on-the-money-supply/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/ole-miss-in-the-news/
http://www.olemiss.edu/info/copy.html

	University's Head Landscaper Honored by Professional Society
	Recommended Citation

	University's Head Landscaper Honored by Professional Society - Ole Miss News

