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UM Records State’s Highest Graduation Rate Among
Public Universities

JUNE 17, 2013 BY MITCHELL DIGGS

OXFORD, Miss. – Efforts to improve student successes at the University of Mississippi have paid off in
recent years, and data compiled by The Chronicle of Higher Education puts the university first in
Mississippi among public universities in terms of four- and six-year graduation rates.

Also, college students in Mississippi graduate at a higher rate than fellow students in any surrounding
state. According to College Completion, a report prepared by the Chronicle, Mississippi ranks 31st
nationally, with 49.9 percent of college students graduating within six years. The analysis was
performed using graduation data for 2010.

UM ranks first in the state, with 33.9 percent of students graduating in four years and 58.7 percent
graduating within six years, according to the publication’s data. The university’s graduation rates have
improved greatly over the past two decades, rising from 49.0 percent for the 1989-1990 reporting year.

“At the University of Mississippi, the retention, persistence and, ultimately, graduation of our students
are primary goals,” Provost Morris Stocks said. “Our faculty and staff are committed to providing the
direction and support necessary for students to succeed. The progress that we have made in improving
our graduation rate is directly related to the quality of our students and the advising and mentoring
support that they receive.”

The university’s graduation rates also best national averages for both four and six years. Nationally, 31.3
percent of college students earn their degree in four years, and 56.0 percent graduate in six years.

Among surrounding states, Alabama has the highest six-year graduation rate, at 47.5 percent. In
Tennessee, 45.5 percent of students graduate within six years; in Louisiana, 38.8 percent; and in
Arkansas, 38.7 percent. In other nearby states, Georgia ranked just ahead of Mississippi with a 51.6
percent graduation rate.

Regionally, Virginia has the top graduation rate, at 68.4 percent, and Florida is next with 61.4 percent.

All the data and a comprehensive look at college completion trends, policies and analysis are available
at http://collegecompletion.chronicle.com. College Completion is a microsite produced by The
Chronicle of Higher Education with support from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.

By Mitchell Diggs
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Campus Briefs
Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
Washington, D.C., Winter Session
OXFORD, Miss. – Eleven University of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break learning about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Politics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Ole Miss In the News
Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Reserve’s
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