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Among the 21 Stamps Scholars from UM who traveled
to Atlanta for the 2017 Stamps Scholars National
Convention are (front, from left) Madeleine Achgill,
Sally Boswell, Kathryn James, Nikki Sullivan, Page
Lagarde, Summer Jefferson and Eloise Tyner, and
(back, from left) Ben Branson, Tom Fowlkes, Heath
Wooten, Brendan Ryan, Kate Prendergast, Emily Tipton,
Anna Daniels, Eveanne Eason, Michaela Watson, R.G.
Pickering, Dylan Ritter and Ben Bradford. Submitted
photo

Stamps Scholars Attend 2017 National Convention
Students learn to join peers in addressing great challenges for the common
good

MAY 5, 2017 BY KATIE MORRISON

OXFORD, Miss. – Twenty-one Stamps Scholars
from the University of Mississippi were in
Atlanta recently for the fourth biennial Stamps
Scholars National Convention, where they
learned from one another and from some of the
country’s most renowned leaders about facing
challenges that affect society.

Sponsored by the Stamps Family Charitable
Foundation, the 2017 Stamps Scholars National
Convention, dubbed SSNC17, was on the
campus of the Georgia Institute of Technology.

The convention benefits the Stamps Scholars
Program, a prestigious merit scholarship
program that helps exceptional students
become leaders throughout society. Launched

in 2006 by Georgia native Roe Stamps and his wife, Penny, the program has grown to include 42
partner schools throughout the country.

“Whenever I speak with our Stamps Scholars, they talk about the value of getting together with driven
and talented peers and learning from them,” Roe Stamps said. “Seeing what these amazing young
leaders are doing, and realizing what they will achieve later in life, is inspiring.”

Some 730 scholars from across the country attended SSNC17 and had opportunities to hear and talk
with leaders including Elisa Villanueva-Beard, chief executive officer of Teach for America, and G.
Wayne Clough, former Georgia Tech president and secretary emeritus of the Smithsonian Institution.

The convention also provides a platform for scholars to learn from one another through discussion of
some of the great challenges facing the world. This year’s topics included “Mental Health in the 21st
Century,” “Living in an Energy Crisis” and “The Future of Human Space Exploration.”

The event also featured a service challenge, “Consulting for Social Good.” The goal of the service
challenge is to apply scholars’ knowledge to real-life obstacles often present in nonprofit organizations.

“SSNC17 did not disappoint,” said Douglass Sullivan-Gonzalez, dean of the Sally McDonnell
Barksdale Honors College, who attended the conference with the UM students. “Our Stamps
Scholars engaged with scholars from across the nation to address difficult challenges and questions
together. From guest speakers to active problem-solving, our scholars joined others in common cause.”

The experience was rewarding for both upper- and underclassmen.

Dylan Ritter, a senior biochemistry major from Somerset, New Jersey, appreciates the motivation that
he derives from the convention.

“I went and met people doing science and research that blew me away – and they’re just kids going
through undergrad with happiness and heartbreak and all the parts of a full college experience that I
have,” Ritter said. “It really helps me realize that I am lucky to be in the company of such bright minds,
but I am also fortunate because I can relate to them and learn how to do better with what I have.”

Sophomore Brendan Ryan, a Chinese and math double-major from Diamondhead, appreciates the
community Stamps provides, both locally at Ole Miss and nationally.

“On this campus, I feel comfortable walking up to any of my fellow Stamps Scholars and striking up a
conversation because I feel close to them,” Ryan said. “Most importantly, I am getting a better
understanding of what being a Stamps Scholar means to my identity.
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Campus Briefs
Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
Washington, D.C., Winter Session
OXFORD, Miss. – Eleven University of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break learning about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Politics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Ole Miss In the News
Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Reserve’s
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Roe Stamps (left), founder of
the Stamps Family Charitable
Foundation, shares a laugh
with Robert Grady Pickering, a
freshman Ole Miss Stamps
Scholar, at the 2017 Stamps
Scholars National Convention.
Submitted photo

“I left the conference with a sense of national community; I felt a
definite sense of camaraderie.”

The convention’s diversity and collective purpose made an impression
on Sally Boswell, an Ole Miss freshman from Ocean Springs who is
majoring in international studies.

“My biggest takeaway was how open-minded and determined all of the
students were,” Boswell said. “Everyone listened to each other and
diligently worked to solve the tasks with which we were presented.

“I had never been around so many high-achieving people from such a
large range of places before, and it showed me that even though our
nation and world have much division and chaos, there are scholars
working hard in their disciplines to make the world a better place. I left
SSNC17 with a very optimistic feeling.”

Stamps Scholarships are generous multiyear scholarships that include
enrichment funding for study abroad, internship or research
opportunities. The Stamps Foundation and its partners provide
scholarship support to 930 scholars, with the projected goal of helping
educate 5,000 scholars in total. Some 455 Stamps Scholar alumni
around the world continue to benefit from various professional and

social networking opportunities.

To learn more about the Stamps Foundation, visit http://www.stampsfoundation.org/.

Individuals and organizations interested in supporting academic scholarships at the University of
Mississippi can contact Katie Morrison, director of corporate and foundation relations, at 662-915-2135
or email katie@olemiss.edu. Gifts also can be made by mailing a check to the UM Foundation, 406
University Avenue, Oxford, MS 38655 with the purpose noted in the memo line, or by visiting
https://www.umfoundation.com/makeagift/.
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