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Maddie Costelli

Adam Vonder Haar

Seniors Maximize Co-Op Experiences
Maddie Costelli and Adam Vonder Haar sharpened skills while working at Neel-
Schaffer, Raytheon

DECEMBER 9, 2013 BY EDWIN SMITH AND RYAN UPSHAW

When considering job applicants, employers consider professional
work experiences and the skills developed through them. University of
Mississippi engineering seniors Madeline Costelli of Gulfport and Adam
Vonder Harr of Brandon recently had experiences that could jump-start
their careers.

Costelli, a civil engineering major, worked with Neel-Schaffer Inc. last
summer in the structural department of the firm’s Jackson office. She is
thankful for the opportunity to learn new skills during her time there.

“Working with Mrs. Cindy Rich at Neel-Schaffer was an extremely
rewarding experience,” Costelli said. “I was introduced to MathCad and
Microstation software to design box culverts for the Mississippi
Department of Transportation.”

Costelli said her internship helped confirm that she chose the right
field, and she learned that experience outside the classroom is vital for
an engineering career. After graduation, she looks forward to pursuing a
full-time position with the company.

Rich, an Ole Miss CE alumna, praised Costelli’s work.

“Maddie is a wonderful example of the caliber of students Ole Miss engineering is producing, and it was
a pleasure to have her at Neel-Schaffer this past summer,” she said. “She worked on some demanding
projects and was very much up to the task. She represented herself and the university superbly.”

Outside her experience with Neel-Schaffer, Costelli has been active in other profession-related activities.
She serves as vice president of design for Engineers Without Borders’ school construction project in the
West African nation of Togo. Costelli is also a member of the concrete canoe team with the American
Society of Civil Engineers and a member of Tau Beta Pi engineering honor society.

Vonder Haar worked with Bill Dykeman, an electrical engineering
alumnus, at Raytheon Co. in Forest. While there, he feels that he had
a chance to expand the skills he learned in the classroom.

“My experience with Raytheon was great,” Vonder Haar said. “I had the
chance to work with software development, communications and near-
field antenna measurements, as well as delivering presentations. I am
glad that I had the chance to gain hands-on experience in my field as
an undergraduate student.”

Dykeman praised Vonder Haar’s work.

“We were really impressed with the quality of Adam’s work,” he said.
“He completed a large variety of complex tasks with minimal
management oversight. The academic preparation that he received
during his Electrical Engineering and Business Management
coursework enabled him to excel in all assigned tasks.”

Vonder Haar, who is pursuing degrees in electrical engineering and
management through the UM School of Business Administration, hopes to land a management level
position working with other electrical engineers. He is confident that the skills he honed while working
with Raytheon will help him achieve his professional goals.

During his time on campus, Vonder Haar has held membership in the Sally McDonnell Barksdale
Honors College, a Greek organization, campus intramurals and the Reformed University Fellowship.

Read the story …

Read the story …

Follow us on social

Campus Briefs
Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
Washington, D.C., Winter Session
OXFORD, Miss. – Eleven University of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break learning about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Politics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’

More Posts from this Category

Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting

More Posts from this Category

Ole Miss In the News
Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Reserve’s

News Releases UM COVID-19 Video Gallery University Communications Ole Miss Homepage Ole Miss News Blog

FacebookTwitterLinkedInEmailCopy
Link

SMSPrintFriendlyShare

FacebookTwitterInstagramLinkedInYouTube
Channel

https://news.olemiss.edu/
https://coronavirus.olemiss.edu/
https://news.olemiss.edu/video-gallery/
http://www.olemiss.edu/communications
http://www.olemiss.edu
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/blog/
https://news.olemiss.edu/author/esmith/
https://news.olemiss.edu/#facebook
https://news.olemiss.edu/#twitter
https://news.olemiss.edu/#linkedin
https://news.olemiss.edu/#email
https://news.olemiss.edu/#copy_link
https://news.olemiss.edu/#sms
https://news.olemiss.edu/#printfriendly
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%253A%252F%252Fnews.olemiss.edu%252Fseniors-maximize-co-op-experiences%252F&title=Seniors%20Maximize%20Co-Op%20Experiences
https://news.olemiss.edu/seniors-maximize-co-op-experiences/maddie-costelli/
http://www.neel-schaffer.com/
http://www.asce.org/
https://news.olemiss.edu/seniors-maximize-co-op-experiences/adam-vonder-haar-2/
http://www.raytheon.com/
http://www.olemissbusiness.com/
http://www.honors.olemiss.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/olemiss
https://twitter.com/OleMiss
https://www.instagram.com/olemiss
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-mississippi
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChq-yl0ulgYdU81YkK3hv7Q
https://news.olemiss.edu/students-learn-real-politics-in-washington-d-c-winter-session/
https://news.olemiss.edu/students-learn-real-politics-in-washington-d-c-winter-session/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/campus-briefs/
https://news.olemiss.edu/young-alumna-gives-back-to-school-of-accountancy/
https://news.olemiss.edu/young-alumna-gives-back-to-school-of-accountancy/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/university-offices/university-of-mississippi-foundation/
https://news.olemiss.edu/reuters-keep-an-eye-on-the-money-supply/


Students should be open to opportunities to seek out a co-op position and not to rule out the chance to
use what they have learned in the classroom at Ole Miss and apply it to real working scenarios, Vonder
Haar said.

“We are very excited to see our undergraduate students and our alumni connecting in meaningful ways,”
said Ryan Upshaw, assistant dean for student services and co-op coordinator on the School of
Engineering. “Co-ops and internships are as much about getting hands-on experience as they are about
networking. Adam and Madeline continue to prove that Ole Miss engineering students are skillful in
both.”

FILED UNDER: ENGINEERING NEWS ARCHIVE, SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
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