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From left, María Martínez Valladares, a researcher at
the University of León (Institute of Mountain Livestock),
Rafael Balaña-Fouce, professor of biomedical sciences
at the University of León and scientific director of the
Institute of Biotechnology of León, Babu Tekwani,
principal scientist at the UM National Center for Natural
Products Research, and Rojo-Vázquez, professor of
parasitology at the Animal Health Department of Faculty
of Veterinary Medicine, University of León.

NCNPR Scientist Honored for Parasitic Diseases Research
Babu Tekwani presented Distinguished Scientist Award for work on tropical
illnesses

AUGUST 19, 2016 BY SYDNEY SLOTKIN

OXFORD, Miss. – Babu Tekwani, a principal
scientist in the University of Mississippi’s
National Center for Natural Products
Research and professor of pharmacology in the
School of Pharmacy, has been honored for his
contributions to global drug discovery in tropical
parasitic diseases.

Tekwani received the Distinguished Scientist
Award at the inaugural Global Challenges in
Neglected Tropical Diseases conference,
hosted by the Universidad de León and
Fundación General Universidad de León y
Empresa in July in León, Spain.

The researcher has researched neglected
tropical parasitic diseases such as malaria,

leishmaniasis (an infection spread by sandflies) and human African trypanosomiasis (aka sleeping
sickness) for more than 30 years. His work has identified potential new molecular targets and sources
for anti-parasitic drugs that would help eradicate these diseases, and developed new ways to test the
drugs’ efficacy.

“I am very pleased to see this recognition of Dr. Tekwani’s leadership and sustained research effort
toward combating these diseases, which devastate so much of the world,” said Larry Walker, NCNPR
director. “His work at NCNPR has resulted in the establishment and growth of a robust and productive
anti-parasitic drug discovery program.”

The conference was founded to discuss the progress and challenges of anti-parasitic drug discovery, a
response to a 2015 Nobel Prize awarded to researchers who discovered therapies to combat roundworm
parasites and malaria parasites.

Tekwani was among several advisers for the conference, which included scientists from more than 25
countries. He also delivered the closing keynote address, “New Anti-Parasitic Drug Discovery from
Natural Products: Challenges and Opportunities.”

“With his outstanding research contributions on tropical parasitic diseases, Dr. Tekwani rightly deserves
to achieve this recognition,” said Rafael Balaña-Fouce, professor of biomedical sciences at the
University of León and the event’s organizer.

Neglected tropical diseases are categorized as such if they disproportionately affect impoverished
people and traditionally have not been the subject of much research. Tekwani’s work in this area has
been recognized by the National Institutes of Health, World Health Organization and Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research in India.

“Tropical parasitic diseases are major global health problems and threats to human health,” Tekwani
said. “Almost half of the world’s population is exposed to the risk of being affected with one of these
diseases.

“With the emergence of drug-resistant and more virulent strains of the pathogens, there is a constant
need for discovery of new drugs. It’s encouraging to get your research recognized globally.”
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Campus Briefs
Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
Washington, D.C., Winter Session
OXFORD, Miss. – Eleven University of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break learning about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Politics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Ole Miss In the News
Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Reserve’s
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