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The METP 2018 cohort is (front row, from left) Natallie Noel, Katlin Third, Anndee Huskey, Evelyn Smith,
Margaret Massengill, Caroline Underwood, Georgia McGahee and Julianne May; (middle row) SeLane
Ruggiero, Katherine ‘Grace’ Mobley, London Smith, Kathryn Spiers, Hannah Witherspoon, Anna Kate
Broussard, Julia Alexander, Madeleine Biddle, Olivia Arnold and Modena ‘Mae’ Edwards; and (back row)
Matthew Bailey, Lilian Null, Hannah Saizan, Parker Connell, Kaylee ‘Rene’ Dupree, Victoria Bamburg, Margaret
‘Maeve’ Lewis, Kate Stalcup, Natalee Dixon and Austyn Jones. Photo by Thomas Graning/Ole Miss Digital
Imaging Services

Mississippi Excellence in Teaching Program Admits 28
Freshmen
One-of-a kind scholarship program designed to stimulate quality education in
the state

AUGUST 31, 2018 BY KATHLEEN MURPHY

OXFORD, Miss. – The sixth cohort of the Mississippi Excellence in Teaching Program at the
University of Mississippi consists of 28 outstanding freshman from 11 states with an average high
school grade-point average of 3.88 and ACT score of 29.4.

Originally designed to recruit secondary education majors, METP includes elementary and special
education students and is financially supported by the Robert M. Hearin Support Foundation of Jackson.
One of the nation’s most valuable teaching scholarships, METP provides up to four years of tuition,
housing, living expenses, a study abroad experience and more.

“We accept high-performing students to teach in our schools in Mississippi,” said Ryan Niemeyer,
METP director. “It’s a big win for the School of Education and the students, but it’s even a bigger win
for our state to have these future teachers in our classrooms.

“It’s all about looking at education from a broader picture in our state.”

A joint effort with Mississippi State University, which recruits a partner cohort each year, METP was
established in 2012 with a $12.9 million investment from the Hearin Foundation. The scholarship was
renewed in 2016 with a second investment of more than $28 million, which will fund the program through
2021.

The program is designed to help stimulate Mississippi’s economy by creating a pipeline of top-
performing students into the state’s education workforce.

The incoming freshman are: Julia Alexander of Union; Olivia Arnold of Vancleave; Matthew Bailey of
Sedalia, Missouri; Victoria Bamburg of Haughton, Louisiana; Madeleine Biddle of Brandon; Anna Kate
Broussard of Covington, Louisiana; Parker Connell of San Antonio, Texas; Natalee Dixon of Hudson,
Wisconsin; Kaylee Dupree of Tampa Florida; Modena Edwards of Hernando; Andee Huskey of
Ridgeland; Austyn Jones of Jackson; Margaret Lewis of Lake Forest, Illinois; Margaret Massengill of
Brookhaven; Julianne May of Memphis, Tennessee; Georgia McGahee of Little Rock, Arkansas;
Katherine Mobley of Coppell, Texas; Natallie Noel of Biloxi; Lilian Null of Corinth; SeLane Ruggiero of
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Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
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METP Program Coordinator Blake Adams speaks to new METP students during orientation. Photo by Thomas
Graning/Ole Miss Digital Imaging Services

Southhaven; Hannah Saizan of Pass Christian; Evelyn Smith of Oxford; London Smith of Wildwood,
Missouri; Kathryn Spiers of Picayune; Kate Stalcup of Overland Park, Kansas; Katlin Third of Ponte
Vedra Beach, Florida; Caroline Underwood of Birmingham, Alabama; and Hannah Witherspoon of
Southaven.

After graduation, METP graduates must teach in a public school in Mississippi for five years. However,
this may be postponed for up to three years if graduates wish to pursue a graduate degree.

The new class brings the number of METP scholarship recipients at Ole Miss to 132. With the second
cohort graduating last May, 93 percent of program graduates are teaching in Mississippi public school
districts, with the remainder pursuing graduate degrees.

Along with many other benefits, the program also includes at least two meaningful trips for the students.

Sophomores travel to Washington, D.C., each spring to study American education through a policy
perspective. And each summer, rising seniors travel out of the country to experience education through
different perspectives, with past trips to Finland, Sweden and Canada.

The new cohort comprises 10 elementary education majors, seven English education majors, five math
education majors, three science education majors and three special education majors.

“My favorite thing about METP so far has been meeting my class and getting to know them,” METP
freshman cohort member Julianne May said. “The small groups that we have and our shared interest of
being great teachers makes it easier for us to connect with each other, but at the same time our group
is diverse and different people are doing such different majors so we can learn from each other.”

METP is unique in that it allows members to begin classroom observations in September of their
freshman year – an entire year before traditional education students begin observation.

“Being able to go into classrooms already as a freshman is really neat,” METP freshman cohort member
Natalie Dixon said. “No one else except for METP gets to do that.

“The METP program really makes you think about how important it is to be a teacher and what the best
ways of teaching are. It makes me appreciate my future profession more.”

For more information about METP, go to http://metp.olemiss.edu/.
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