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Master’s Student Wins Top Prize in Juried Art Exhibition
Benny Melton adds Cedars honors to earlier Double Decker win

OCTOBER 17, 2013 BY TYLER ABERG

OXFORD, Miss. – Benny Melton, a Master of Fine Arts student at the University of Mississippi, received
top honors at the Second Annual Cedars Juried Art Exhibition last month in Jackson.

Melton, who lives in Oxford, has had recent success after winning the juried Double Decker Arts
Festival and the People’s Choice award that went along with it. He really wanted to challenge himself,
so he set his sights on the Cedars show. He entered three pieces, and two were accepted.

“I had absolutely no thoughts on winning, because I had already accomplished my goal of getting in the
show,” Melton said.

With no expectations of winning, Melton was taking pictures of other entries when his wife, Jennifer,
asked him to put him camera down while they were announcing the winners. When he asked her why,
she said, “Sshhh, you might win something.”

Third place was announced, then second and finally, Melton’s name was called for first place. Time
seemed to stand still before he said, “You have got to be kidding me!”

Melton said he believes his recent success validates the academic model established by the faculty of
the Department of Art.

“The training we receive in the art department here at Ole Miss pushes professionalism of artists in three
areas: presentation, craftsmanship and research,” he said.

The staff is diversified in all disciplines and the professors and adjunct instructors are all capable artists
in their own disciplines, which gives students a great opportunity to learn, Melton said. And each
student’s work is evaluated on a professional level before it leaves the classroom.

“If you are looking to be coddled, you are coming to the wrong place,” Melton said, “I don’t mean that to
sound like tough love, but the art market and job market are very competitive these days.”

FILED UNDER: CAMPUS BRIEFS, COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS

Read the story …

Read the story …

Follow us on social

Campus Briefs
Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program
OXFORD, Miss. – The University of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dolls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted
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Donors
Mississippi Excellence in Coaching
Fellowship Aims to Build Leaders
OXFORD, Miss. – Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in
Coaching Fellowship – a program hosted
by the University of Mississippi School of
Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association – are expected to increase
their impact on student-athletes and their
communities. The coaching fellowship
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Ole Miss In the News
Clarion-Ledger: New Essay
Collection Tells the Story of
Meredith’s Enrollment
Essays celebrate 60th anniversary of
James Meredith’s enrollment at University
of Mississippi By Lauren Rhoades Oct. 1
marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’s 1962 enrollment at
the University of Mississippi as the
school’s first African-American student.
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“James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a
collection of essays edited by UM
professor of journalism Kathleen Wickham,
honors this historic milestone with
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