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Adam Gussow

Adam Gussow Finds Many Ways to Teach Blues Culture
Professor, music scholar and professional musician blends life experience
with academic expertise

MAY 19, 2014 BY DENNIS IRWIN

WATER VALLEY, Miss. – In the mastering
room at the Dial Back Sound Recording Studio,
the struggles of creation reverberate from the
egg crate walls.

Those walls were engineered to deliver pure
sounds to inspire musicians and remind them of
reasons they came together and wrote songs, or
why guitar riffs invoke emotions or why, for a
solitary moment, the blues could be understood
from the whistle of a harmonica.

Grooving through that mastering room was the duo Satan and Adam’s first studio session in 1990. It
featured melodies developed on the streets of Harlem from two different cultures that combined to create
a unified sound. The blues duo Satan and Adam still exists, although in a lesser capacity than the late
1980s and early ’90s.

More than 20 years later, Adam, or Adam Gussow, is an associate professor of English and Southern
studies at the University of Mississippi.

His unusual blend of expertise as professional blues musician and scholar of blues culture is why he is
such a natural fit at UM. The New York native is not a blues discographer; rather, a scholar of blues
culture and a scholar of blues literature.

“I’m fascinated by the way the blues is about the tension between old times and modernity,” Gussow
said. “My own approach to the blues was shaped by the fact that I played with an unusual musician
(Sterling Magee, aka Mr. Satan).”

His life experience has made him comfortable in any environment. His self-appointed charge, to
maintain an honest dialogue about things such as race, encourages students to explore culture and
differences with the hope they take something more out of it.

“I think college classrooms are one of the few places in our society where we can come together as a
group of people and explore the more challenging aspects of what it means to be who we are,” Gussow
said.

One of his current teaching ventures is a class called “Freedom Summer 1964: Mississippi’s Civil
Rights Watershed.” The course explores Mississippi’s Freedom Summer experience and the civil rights
movement through text, histories, memoirs, fiction, film and song.

Opening the minds of students in a university classroom is not the only place to hear one of Gussow’s
lessons. He remains a blues musician. He has many YouTube videos, in which he not only teaches
blues harmonica to anyone in the world via the Internet, but he also teaches the culture behind the
music. Gussow acts as a professor to all who know his name and want to share in his vast knowledge.

“If you are willing to be uncomfortable and authentic, you might end up, at the end of the process, less
afraid and have more clarity about how you actually fit into the world, and how people around you are
seeing themselves,” Gussow said.

Furthermore, his solo album, “Kick and Stomp,” released in 2010 and produced in Oxford, was recently
picked up by United Kingdom recording studio Right Recordings. The label plans to distribute it
throughout the UK and Europe.

So Gussow may get another chance to tour, and at 55 years old, he could become Britain’s latest
“American Invasion.”
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Campus Briefs
Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program
OXFORD, Miss. – The University of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dolls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Mississippi Excellence in Coaching
Fellowship Aims to Build Leaders
OXFORD, Miss. – Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in
Coaching Fellowship – a program hosted
by the University of Mississippi School of
Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association – are expected to increase
their impact on student-athletes and their
communities. The coaching fellowship
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Ole Miss In the News
Clarion-Ledger: New Essay
Collection Tells the Story of
Meredith’s Enrollment
Essays celebrate 60th anniversary of
James Meredith’s enrollment at University
of Mississippi By Lauren Rhoades Oct. 1
marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’s 1962 enrollment at
the University of Mississippi as the
school’s first African-American student.
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FILED UNDER: COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS, IN PROGRESS
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“James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a
collection of essays edited by UM
professor of journalism Kathleen Wickham,
honors this historic milestone with
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