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Joseph Sumrall

Education Professor Elected MSTA President
Joe Sumrall selected by peers for position in state science teacher
organization

FEBRUARY 1, 2019 BY KATHLEEN MURPHY

OXFORD, Miss. – Joseph Sumrall, a professor of science education at
the University of Mississippi School of Education, has been elected
to serve as future president of the Mississippi Science Teachers
Association, starting in 2020.

Sumrall, who has been a member of MSTA since 1987, wants to
incorporate more opportunities for north Mississippi teachers and
college education students across the state to become more involved
with the association during his presidency. He was elected for the
position by members of the association who were in attendance at the
MSTA annual conference.

“It’s an honor that I was elected by my peers for this position,” Sumrall
said. “It was an honor to even be nominated for this position. I was very
happy to learn that I was elected.

“It’s going to be a lot of work, but we have a great board that works very
hard, too.”

MSTA’s mission is to promote quality science education, professional development in content areas,
implementation of science inquiry and the networking of science educators, according to its website.

The organization publishes a monthly newsletter and owns a Facebook page and website with
resources and lesson plans that teachers can access for activities. MSTA hosts an annual conference
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.

Before being elected as future president, Sumrall was the professional liaison officer for the organization,
a position that seeks comparable conferences and programs for MSTA members.

“Dr. Sumrall’s election is a reflection of his hard work in education throughout his lifetime,” said Susan
McClelland, UM chair of teacher education. “He is not only a distinguished collegiate educator, but he is
also recognized on the K-12 level because of his work with MSTA and his work in schools that he still
pursues.

“He does a great job at pulling together the higher education perspective and the practitioner
perspective, so his new position will be a great use of his talents.”

Sumrall earned two undergraduate degrees from UM in zoology and chemical engineering in 1978 and
1982, respectively. He also holds master’s and doctoral degrees in education from the University of
Southern Mississippi. Developing curriculum for the K-12 classroom and research in science education
has led Sumrall to more than 30 publications in national journals and multiple grant fundings.

Sumrall was a high school science teacher in Florida until he earned his doctorate and began his
college teaching career as an assistant professor at Northeastern Illinois University. He has been an Ole
Miss faculty member since 2000 and previously served on the faculty at Mississippi State University.

“MSTA’s main mission is to bring science into the K-12 classroom and to effectively teach it,” he said.
“My key point is that we want to improve science instruction.”
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Campus Briefs
Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Ole Miss In the News
Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
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