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Committee Now Accepting Book Nominations From
University Community
Previous selections include "Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter" and "The
Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks"

OCTOBER 31, 2012 BY RYAN M WHITTINGTON

OXFORD, Miss. – Now entering its third year of campus-wide
participation, the University of Mississippi Common Reading
Experience needs your help. Faculty, staff and students are invited
to suggest a book for the 2013 Common Reading Experience
committee. According to committee co-chair and Assistant Vice
Chancellor for Student Affairs Leslie Banahan, nominations are
vital to the nearly six-month long process of selecting a text.

“I encourage anyone and everyone to nominate a book for the UM
Common Reading Experience. The success of the program
depends on the quality of the nominations,” Banahan said.

All freshmen will receive a copy of the 2013 selection at
orientation, and it will make up a large part of the EDHE 105
Freshman Year Experience and WRIT 101 course curricula.
Previous selections include “The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks,”
by Rebecca Skloot (2011) and “Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter,”

by UM assistant professor Tom Franklin (2012).

The committee asks that nominations be less than 400 pages and should be available in paperback.
Nominations should also have multiple themes and be published within the last five years.

For committee co-chair Robert Cummings, another important quality of nominated texts is the
availability of the author.

“Our first two selections were accompanied by memorable speakers who were willing to interact with our
students at Convocation. Access to a powerful speakers adds a dimension to the first-year experience
which our students tell us makes a big difference in how they engage the chosen book,” Cummings
said.

To suggest a book, visit http://umreads.olemiss.edu/suggest-a-book/. On Friday, Nov. 9, the
committee will gather all nominations and begin to narrow down selections. Banahan says the
committee received more than 100 title nominations throughout the process last year and expects even
more for 2013.

“It’s key that the university community, as a whole, feel ownership in this process. As a group of people
dedicated to research, teaching, and learning, we’re very passionate readers. So our role of the
committee is to create broad access to the selection process,” Cummings said.

For more information on the Common Reading Experience, visit the website.
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Campus Briefs
Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
Washington, D.C., Winter Session
OXFORD, Miss. – Eleven University of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break learning about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Politics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Ole Miss In the News
Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Reserve’s
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