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Center for the Performing Arts 
  April 29, 2023 
  Saturday Evening 
   8:00 p.m. 
 
This is the one hundred and eighty-fourth program of the 2022-2023 season. 



 
Program 

 
Please silence all electronic devices for the duration of the concert.  Thank you. 

 
Symphonic Winds 

 
 

Through the Looking Glass Jess Langston Turner 
  (born 1983) 

 
 
 
Colors in the Sky Katahj Copley 
  (born 1998) 
 

Jeason Lopez, guest conductor 
 
 
Slavdom Ksenija Komljenović 
        (born 1988) 
 

Allison Isely, vocal soloist 
 
 

School of Music Scholarships and Awards 
 
 
 
A Hymn for Peace Kevin Day 

 (born 1996) 
 
 
 
Candide Suite Leonard Bernstein 

trans. Clare Grundman 
(1918-1990) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES 
The Center for the Performing Arts is equipped with an infrared audio amplification system for 
assisted listening. Headsets and receiver packs are available, free of charge, at the Box Office or by 
checking with the House Manager. An ID is needed to check out the device and must be returned to 
the House Manager at the end of the performance. 



Program Notes 
 
Thank you for joining us for today’s performance of the Illinois State University Sym-
phonic Winds. We hope that you will enjoy our concert, and that you might consider 
joining us again for future performances here at the Illinois State University School of 
Music. Please visit http://www.bands.illinoisstate.edu for more information. Thank you 
for your support! 
 

Through the Looking Glass 
Year Composed: 2008, Duration: 3:00 

Jess Langston Turner 

 
Dr. Jess Turner holds both the B.M. degree and the M.M. degree in trumpet perfor-
mance from Bob Jones University, and the M.M. degree in composition from the Hartt 
School in Hartford, Ct. He completed the D.M.A. degree in composition at Indiana 
University in Bloomington in 2015. He began formal study of composition in his junior 
year of college, and though his graduate program was trumpet performance, Jess studied 
composition with Dwight Gustafson, Joan Pinkston, and Dan Forrest at Bob Jones Uni-
versity.  
 
Jess Turner has won numerous honors for his music, including the 2005 National Win-
ner of the Young Artist Composition Competition of the Music Teachers National As-
sociation for his Sonata for Trumpet Piano. He has won numerous prizes for his choral 
music, including the 2008 John Ness Beck Award and the 2009 first prize of the Roger 
Wagner International Choral-Composition Contest. In June, 2010, he was named to the 
National Band Association Young Composers Mentoring Project and was awarded the 
2010 Walter Beeler Prize for Wind Composition for Rumpelstilzchen: A Fairy Tale for 
Wind Ensemble. In 2012, his work for young band, The Exultant Heart, was awarded 
the Merrill Jones Composition Prize for Young Bands sponsored by the National Band 
Association. 
 
Program notes by composer: 
When I began composing Through the Looking Glass I knew that I wanted to write a 
piece that was fantastical in nature, a piece that would transport us into an imaginary 
land where anything is possible. I chose the title Through the Looking Glass because 
just as Alice's doorway to Wonderland was her "looking glass," this fanfare is a door-
way to a world of musical landscapes. The piece is constructed of two different ele-
ments: a pervasive rhythmic pattern and an entire pitch vocabulary of only five different 
notes that are arranged in many different ways, sometimes in long angular lines and 
other times in massive blocks of sound. Underneath all of this is the driving rhythmic 
impetus that propels the piece forward. These combined elements are meant to convey 
the imagery of colorful and fantastical shapes and images hurtling past the listener as 
he or she is transported to a new musical world where anything is possible. 
 
Through the Looking Glass is composed to be a concert opener, bringing the audience 
into the musical world created by the concert they are about to hear. In this way, this 
piece acts in a similar manner to the looking glass through which Alice was able to gain 
access to her wonderland. The entire three minutes of the piece consists of only five 
different pitches which are constantly reconfigured into running passages, ostinati, and 
thrilling fanfares. 



 
Colors in the Sky 

Year Composed: 2018, Duration: 5:00 
Katahj Copley 

 
Katahj Copley (b. 15 January 1998, Carrollton, Ga.) is an American saxophonist, com-
poser, and educator. He received two Bachelor of Music degrees from the University 
of West Georgia in Music Education and Composition in 2021. He is currently studying 
composition with Omar Thomas at the University of Texas at Austin. Aside from com-
posing, Katahj is an excited educator who teaches young musicians the joy of discov-
ering music and why music is a phenomenal language. 
 
Program notes by the composer: 
Colors in the Sky is about hope. There's a lot of moments in life where people give up 
doing what they love or have been beaten down in life. This piece was written to give 
support, to inspire to continue. 
 

 
Ksenija Komljenović is a Serbian percussionist, educator, and composer living in the 
United States. Dr. Komljenović holds degrees from the Frost School of Music at the 
University of Miami, Illinois State University, and the Faculty of Music in Belgrade, 
Serbia. 
 
She is the first woman from Serbia with a Doctor of Musical Arts in Percussion degree. 
Ksenija’s devotion to percussion is shaped by her advocacy for contemporary and 
chamber music, as well as intercultural collaboration.  
 
Program notes by composer: 
Present-day Slavs include East Slavs (Ukranians, Belarusians, Russians, Rusyns), West 
Slavs (Czechs, Kashubs, Poles, Slovaks, Silesians, and Sorbs), and South Slavs (Bos-
niaks, Bulgarians, Croats, Montenegrins, Slovenes, and Serbs). This work draws on my 
experience of music from Serbia, my beloved home country in the Balkans. The title, 
however, recognizes that even my roots have roots, and that the intertwined fates of my 
Slavic ancestors were anything but simple. As inhabitants of today’s countries are de-
scendants of settlers and migrants, it is therefore impossible to separate the “Serbian” 
from the “Slavic”. 
 
While Slavic paganism has been largely abandoned and replaced by major modern-day 
religions, some of its customs are still observed. Slavdom is an exploration of the myth-
ological connective tissue between my roots and me. It is a celebration of my home 
country and an inquiry into where Serbia came from. Little is known of Slavic mythol-
ogy – the sources are scarce and sometimes conflicting. In the Slavic pantheon, a hier-
archy of gods exists, but its “center is empty” – or likely occupied by deus otiosus -- a 
“hidden” or “inactive” god who has withdrawn from the immediate details of governing 
the world (according to Encyclopedia Britannica). One of the myths speaks of the neu-
tral god who has dreamed up this world and delegated duties to the other gods. The 
three movements are inspired by three Slavic gods (with duties): Perun (peh – ruhn), 
Morana (more – an – ah), and Vesna (ves – nah). 

Slavdom 
Year Composed: 2021, Duration: 12:00 

Ksenija Komljenović 



 

 
Kevin Day is a composer, conductor, producer and multi-instrumentalist from Arling-
ton, Texas. 
 
Kevin Day plays euphonium and tuba and is a self-taught pianist and composer. He 
received a Bachelor of Music degree in euphonium/tuba performance from Texas 
Christian University (TCU), studying under Richard Murrow for tuba and euphonium 
and Dr. Neil Anderson-Himmelspach and Till MacIvor Meyn for composition. He 
holds a Master of Music in Composition from the University of Georgia. 
 
Program notes by composer: 
A Hymn for Peace was composed in 2017 and based on my piano composi-
tion Breathe. I wrote the composition during a very difficult period in my life. I was 
battling severe mental health issues, was struggling in university, and at that time my 
life seemed like it had no direction, and I was losing myself. However, two individuals 
who were there to give me hope were Debbie and Mark Alenius. Through many differ-
ent instances they helped me gain a sense of belonging and hope, and truly have been a 
blessing to me. This is why I have chosen to dedicate the piece to them. 
 
A Hymn for Peace is literally what the title portrays. For anyone going through a diffi-
cult time, I hope that this work gives you the strength to continue and ultimately give 
you peace. There is light at the end of the tunnel. 
 
 

Candide Suite 
Year Composed: 1956/1993, Duration: 12:10 

Leonard Bernstein 
 
Leonard Bernstein was an American composer, pianist, and conductor. Bernstein was 
born to Russian immigrants and attended Boston Latin School, Harvard University, and 
the Curtis Institute of Music. His studied with composers Edward Burlingame Hill 
and Walter Piston as well as conducting with Fritz Reiner. In the summers of 1940 and 
1941 he studied conducting at Tanglewood with Serge Koussevitzky along with Fred-
erick Fennell, Lukas Foss, and Walter Hendl. He became assistant conductor of the 
New York Philharmonic in 1943 and it was in this role he became famous by filling in 
last minute for Bruno Walter for a national broadcast during November of 1943. 
 
In 1951 he become the head of conducting at Tanglewood and seven years later became 
Music Director of the New York Philharmonic (1958-1969). In this position he pro-
moted new music, developed a series of Young People's Concerts, and recorded the 
symphonies of Gustav Mahler but was limited in his time to compose. 
 
Bernstein was able to compose more in the 1970s. His achievements included Kennedy 
Center Honor for Lifetime of Contributions to American Culture Through the Perform-
ing Arts, 11 Emmy Awards, election to the American Academy of Arts and Letters, and 
the Lifetime Achievement Grammy Award from the National Academy of Recording 
Arts and Sciences. 

A Hymn for Peace 
Year Composed: 2017, Duration: 7:00 

Kevin Day 



 
Program notes by UTSB:  
This suite, arranged by Clare Grundman, is made up of five numbers from the musi-
cal Candide. In the first movement, The Best of All Possible Worlds, Doctor Pangloss, 
Voltaire's satirical portrait of the philosopher Gottfried von Leibnitz, tutors his West-
phalian pupils. In the second movement. Wesphalia Chorale and Battle Scene, the de-
vout Westphalians sing a chorale praising the integrity of their homeland, after which 
they are massacred by the invading Bulgarian army. In movement three, Auto-de-
fe, Candide and Dr. Pangloss find themselves in Lisbon, where, being free-thinkers, 
they are prosecuted as heretics by the Spanish Inquisition; however, Candide and Dr. 
Pangloss escape. 
 
The fourth movement, Glitter and Be Gay, depicts Cunegonde, Candide's true love, 
singing of her attempts to maintain a brilliant, carefree exterior, while she may (or may 
not) be tortured inwardly by self-doubt. The final movement, Make Our Garden 
Grow, has Candide realizing that the only purpose of living is to cultivate the earth and 
to create a garden. 
  



Biographies 
 
Dr. F. Mack Wood is in his third year as the Associate Director of Bands and Director 
of the Big Red Marching Machine at Illinois State University. Prior to his appointment 
at ISU, he was a graduate assistant and pursuing a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in 
Wind Conducting at The University of Miami, Frost School of Music where he studied 
primarily with Dr. Robert M. Carnochan. Mack also had the great fortune to learn from 
Dr. J. Steven Moore, conductor of the Frost Symphonic Winds and Dean of Undergrad-
uate Admissions, Professor Jay C. Rees, Director of Athletic Bands, and Professor 
Douglas McCullough, Assistant Director of Athletic Bands. At the Frost School of Mu-
sic, Mack had the opportunity to assist and guest conduct the Frost Wind Ensemble, 
Frost Symphonic Winds, and co-conducted the University Band with his fellow gradu-
ate colleagues. Mack also had the opportunity to assist with all aspects of the Frost Band 
of the Hour marching band, including arranging some pep band charts. 
 
Prior to his time at The University of Miami, Mack was a Graduate Assistant pursuing 
a Masters Degree at Louisiana State University where he studied Wind Conducting with 
Dr. Damon Talley, Dr. Dennis Llinás, and Dr. Kelvin Jones. He assisted with and guest 
conducted the Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Winds, Symphonic Band, co-conducted the 
LSU Chamber Winds, worked with all aspects of The Golden Band from Tigerband 
marching band, and with the Bengal Brass athletic band. Mack had the great fortune 
and opportunity to arrange music and design drill for both Tigerband and the Bengal 
Brass. 
 
Before attending graduate school, Mack was the Director of Bands at North Forney 
High School just east of Dallas, TX. He opened North Forney High School and created 
the band program in 2009 where he oversaw all operations of the high school bands and 
middle school feeder program. Opening a high school was a special opportunity for 
Mack to learn how to build a band from the ground up. While at North Forney High 
School, Mack’s ensembles received numerous awards and accolades, but most im-
portantly, many of his students continued to participate in music beyond high school. 
 
Mack earned his undergraduate degree from The University of Texas at Austin in Music 
and Human Learning. While at UT, Mack served as the drum major of the Longhorn 
Band from 2003-2005 and as a trumpet section leader in 2002. Once Mack graduated 
from UT, he was an assistant director at Irving Nimitz High School in the DFW 
metroplex and then moved to be an assistant director at Forney High School just east of 
Dallas, TX. An active adjudicator, clinician, music arranger, and drill designer, Mack 
truly loves all aspects of the wind band world. In his spare time, Mack enjoys cooking 
and bar-b-que (they are very different according to him), playing golf, and spending 
time with his wife Rachel and daughter Imogen. 
 
Jeason Lopez is a hornist and first-year graduate student at Illinois State University 
currently pursuing a Master of Music degree in Wind Conducting under Dr. Anthony 
Marinello. In addition to his studies, Jeason is also one of the three band graduate teach-
ing assistants. His duties include assisting with the Big Red Marching Machine, Pep 
Band, undergraduate conducting courses, as well as guest conducting the Wind Sym-
phony, Symphonic Winds, Symphonic Band, and University Band.  
 
Prior to attending Illinois State University, Jeason was living in Arkansas as a student 
at the University of Arkansas – Fort Smith. During his time at UAFS, he performed as 



a hornist, flutist, vocalist, and conductor. During his last two years, Jeason was em-
ployed by the University of Arkansas – Fort Smith where he served as the music theory, 
sight singing, ear training, and music history tutor for undergraduate students.  
 
Jeason is a native of Tegucigalpa, Honduras. He recently graduated summa cum laude 
from the University of Arkansas – Fort Smith with a Bachelor of Music Education and 
now resides in Normal, Illinois full-time. His professional affiliations include the Na-
tional Association for Music Education, Kappa Kappa Psi, Tau Beta Sigma, and the 
International Horn Society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Illinois State University Symphonic Winds 
Mack Wood, conductor 

 
 

Flute 
Mallory Dennis* 

Adrianna Giacona 
Sarah Huber 

Shannen McGinn 
Jessica Noga* 

 
 

Oboe 
Carson Mullins 

Sara Walsh* 
 

Bassoon 
Anthony Cooper 

Emma Turner 
 
 

Clarinet 
Karen Bautista 

Jessica Benjamin* 
Sam Berman 
Mario Flores 
Maggie Haley 

Benito Huizar-Carillo 
Nicole Schmidt 
Bella Vermillion 

 
 

Saxophone 
Seth Berkshier 
Darius Botley 

Jennifer Brewer 
Thomas Guilfoyle* 

Chris Olson 
 
 

Horn 
Rhys Barlow 
Alicia Cruz 
Ariel Furgat 
Peter Gao* 

Joanna Sieczka 
Matthew Tutterow 

Trumpet 
Tyler Belan 

Lauren Cancio 
Chloe Horn 

Joseph Johnson 
Milo Johnson 

Christian McLaughlin* 
 
 

Trombone 
Grant Cermak 
Joe Coombes 
Peyton Gray* 

Michael Hammon 
Colton Thies 

Preston Bond, bass 
 
 

Euphonium 
Dyllan Bowering 
Brynley Castro 

Joseph Rhykerd* 
Sara Zittler 

 
 

Tuba 
Jack Giroux* 
Anne Griffin 
Brady Parks 

 
 

Percussion 
Noah Berkshier 

Sara Eckert* 
Nadia Jensen 

Sam Kelly 
Emma Kutz 

Matthew McAdams 
Ry Montgomery 

 
 

Piano 
Younhee Choi 

 
 
*Denotes Principal or Co-Principal 
 

Graduate Teaching Assistants: John Gonzalez, Jeason Lopez, Seth Marshall 
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