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Women
Kre Like. ..
That’ -

(Cosi FanTutte)

by W.A. Mozart

THE ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY MUSIC THEATRE

GARY R. SUDANO—GENERAL MANAGER
MICHAEL POLLOCK—DIRECTOR

PRESENTS

AN OPERA WORKSHOP PRODUCTION OF

"WOMEN ARE LIKE THAT"

(COSI FAN TUTTE)
A COMIC OPERA IN TWO ACTS

MUSIC BY W. A. MOZART
LIBRETTO BY LORENZO DA PONTE
ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY
RUTH AND THOMAS MARTIN

APRIL 10th AND 12th 1975
UNIVERSITY UNION BALLROOM
8 P.M.

STAGED BY MICHAEL POLLOCK
CONDUCTED BY ARTHUR CORRA
SCENIC DESIGN BY MARK HALPIN
COSTUME DESIGN BY KEN SIMMONS



SYNOPSIS
ACT ONE

Don Alfonso, a cynical philosopher, declares to his young friends Ferrando
and Guglielmo that no women can be trusted, including their respective
fiancees, the sisters Dorabella and Fiordiligi. Enragedatthisslur, they accept his
offer to wager 100 sovereigns that he can prove his point in twenty four hours if
they will agree to follow his instructions unquestioningly. Don Alfonso then an-
nounces to the two sisters that their sweethearts have been ordered off to the
wars. Following a touching scene of farewell, Despina—maid to the sisters—
derides their lamentations saying that one man is pretty much like the other.
Enlisting Despina's aid, Don Alfonso introduces two young and wealthy
"foreigners" who are, of course, Ferrando and Guglielmo in disguise. Fiordiligi
and Dorabella, outraged at this intrusion upon their sorrow, angrily order the two
foreigners to leave. When the young men pretend to take poison in theirdespair,
the sisters relent somewhat. Despina—in the disguise of a doctor—revives the
"foreigners" employing a rather questionable medical procedure. They renew
their ardent suit for the young ladies' affections but as the act ends, the issue is
still in doubt.

ACT TWO

Upon Despina’s further urging, the sisters, weakening somewhat, decide
that a mild flirtation will do no harm. Dorabella chooses Guglielmo and Fiordiligi
Ferrando. As the couples stroll in the garden, Guglielmo wins Dorabella's love
and gives her a locket in return for a picture of Ferrando. Fiordiligi, however,
refusesto yield to Ferrando, but when Ferrando threatens to slay himself, she too
gives in. Guglielmo and Ferrando are now utterly disillusioned by the clear
evidence of their sweetheart's fickleness but the triumphant Don Alfonso
promises that he will resolve the situation. He arranges a ceremony in which
Ferrando is to marry Fiordiligi and her sister Guglielmo. In the midst of the
ceremony conducted by Despina—this time in the guise of a notary, it is an-
nounced that the soldiers have returned. Discovering the marriage contract, the
officers pretend to fly into a rage. The sisters blame Don Alfonso and Despina for
leading them astray, whereupon their lovers reveal that they were the
"foreigners." The couples are properly chastened and all ends happlily.

—In the Words of the Authors—

"Happy is the man of reason.

Things that make one sorrowful.

He answers with laughter.

For he has learned that life's adversities
Turn to joy another day!"
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Ferrando Officer, betrothed to Dorabella
Despina Chambermaid to the ladies
Don Alfonso A philosopher

Linda Lee Johnson
Brenda Everett

T. Doyle Leverett
Gregory Kunde
Lynn Ann Egan

Tony R. Dillon

The action takes place in Naples in the early 1920's
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