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Walking in the 
Steps of the 
Emperors:

Exploring Beijing's Forbidden City and Surrounding 
Hutong Neighborhoods

Beth M Transue, MLS

Messiah University



你们好.我叫
Beth

Nimen hao. 
Wo jiao Beth



Travel to China
2013–2014

Invited to wedding in 
Korea. Decided to add 
trip to China and so I 
learned Chinese

2014

Two week solo trip to 
China

2016

Co-led Messiah 
University cross cultural 
course

2019

Co-led Messiah 
University cross cultural 
course



Today’s Presentation

Explore the ‘tourist’ section of 
Beijing, the Forbidden City

Explore the ‘residential’ section of 
Beijing, the hutongs surrounding 
Forbidden City

Consider modern implications of 
hutong communities

Explore these ideas using Chinese 
characters, photographs, 
anecdotes and video

Start with buildings but end with 
people!



中国
Zhōngguó



Forbidden City

Largest palace complex in the world

Constructed in early 1400s with more than one 
million workers

Housed Chinese emperor and family 

from 1420 to 1924



dà

大





xiǎo
小





Hutongs: A Bird’s Eye View
Ancient neighborhoods



Endless alleyways





家
jiā



Stories from the Hutong



Challenges: Modernization and Destruction



Conclusion

• China is a paradox

• Walls vs open

• Capitalistic vs communistic

• Friendliness of people vs 
government restrictions and 
oppression

• Where does this leave me as 
a visitor who appreciates my 
experiences in China?



是
shì



Wise Words

“China country, America 
country, no boundary. 

We all [people].”
-

Librarian, National Library of China
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