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Deaf Missions 
unveils

The

G eo r g e

T h o m a s

H a m e r

Gallery

What do you think of when you see or hear the name George 
Thomas Hamer? Perhaps you think of one of the many hundreds 
of devotions which he has written and illustrated for Deaf Mis
sions. Or perhaps you think of one of the eight beautiful covers he 
has created for us. Maybe you think of his courage and faithful
ness as he continues to write devotions at nearly 85 years of age, 
even though he is frail and in poor physical health.

Here at Deaf Missions, we wanted to do something to show 
our appreciation for Brother Hamer, affectionately known to his 
friends as “Dutch.” At the same time, we wanted to allow his work 
to bless the many visitors who come to Deaf Missions. The result 
has been the creation of the George Thomas Hamer Gallery of wild
life art. You can see this special display of original drawings and 
devotions when you come visit us.

We owe special thanks to Deaf Missions volunteer, Mrs. 
Clarene Erickson, for her work in preparing the devotions section 
of the GTH Gallery. Mrs. Erickson spent many hours locating, 
enlarging, mounting and organizing Mr. Hamer’s devotions from 
the past fifteen years. The experience of putting together the devo
tions was especially enjoyable for Mrs. Erickson, because she has 
known Brother Hamer since 1963, when she and her husband, Dale,

Artist and 
devotion 

author, George 
Thomas Hamer
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Resolutions
Bible Reading: Philippians 3:12-14

Do you make 
New Year's resolu
tions? I used to 
make a long list of 
resolutions every 
January 1 .1 would 
keep my resolu
tions for a few days 

or weeks, and then I would begin to 
break them. After a while, I would stop 
trying.

I still make resolutions, though not 
as many as before. I have also learned 
that when I stumble, I should not give up 
on my resolution. Instead, I ask God to 
forgive me and help me to do better. 
Then I forget my mistake, and go on 
from there.

Many Christians, especially new 
believers, think that once they accept 
Christ and begin their Christian walk, 
they will never have problems with sin 
again. When they do sin again, they think 
that their salvation is not genuine. Some 
even give up on their Christian life.

Our Bible Reading tells us that the 
Christian life is a process. Our goal is to 
be like Christ in everything. But we will 
probably not reach that goal while on 
earth. God knows this. What matters to 
God is that, when we do fail, we ask for 
His forgiveness, forget the past, and keep 
on trying to become what He wants us to 
be. This year, resolve to be like Christ.

—JKS
"One thing I always do: I forget the things 
that are past. I try as hard as I can to reach 
the goal that is before me." Philippians 3:13

PRAYER: Father, forgive my past sins 
and help me to be more like Jesus. Amen.

Monday, January 1 2

God's Promises
Bible Reading: Joshua 21:43-45

O ur Bible 
Reading tells us 
that God kept all 
H is prom ises to 
the people of Israel. 
"H e gave the 
people all the land 
that he had prom 

ised. The people took the land and lived 
there" (Joshua 21:43).

Recently, I heard someone teaching 
that God had not kept His promises to 
the Israelites, and that they had never 
possessed or lived in the land God prom 
ised them. This verse from the Book of 
Joshua tells us clearly that God kept all 
His promises to the nation of Israel.

Some people think that, if we have 
any trouble, God is not keeping His 
promises to us. God has not promised 
that we will never have sorrow or pain. 
But He has promised to help us in every 
trial. God has not promised us that we 
will never suffer. But He has promised 
that our suffering will only be for a little 
while. He has promised that, after the 
suffering, He will give us an eternal life 
of joy and peace.

God has promised us many good 
things, and God keeps all His promises!

—OC
"The Lord kept every promise that he made to 
the people of Israel. There were no promises 
that he failed to keep. Every promise came 
true." Joshua21:45

PRAYER: Father, thank You for Your 
faithfulness to us. Help us to trust You 
and to look to You for help when we are 
in any kind of trouble. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

Tuesday, January 2

Doing Good
Bible Reading: James 2:14-16

My sisters and 
I were taught to go 
to church and to 
believe that Jesus 
is the Son of God. 
But more than that, 
by their examples, 
our parents taughK 

us to do good works for the Lord. They 
did not have to say that, when we be
came a Christian, we had to work for the 
Lord. They showed us by serving in the 
church.

Volunteering in the church is very 
important for the church, but it is also 
important for our well-being and growth 
as a Christian. When we are idle, we do 
not grow. Having faith in God is great, 
but having faith and good works is 
greater. We can all serve the Lord. God 
has given all of us talents. Some we may 
not even know we have until we stretch 
ourselves and try new things.

I have raised my daughters in the 
church and am proud of the way they 
help out in church and the community. I 
hope they will raise their children to 
know that faith and good works go hand 
in hand. —BA

"A person's body that does not have a spirit 
is dead. It is the same with faith—faith that 
does nothing is dead!" James 2:26

PRAYER: Dear Lord, thank You for 
Your Word that teaches us and gives us 
faith and strength to do good works in 
Your name. In Jesus' name. Amen.

God Answers
Bible Reading: Habakkuk 1:1-4

Our society is 
com m itting  the 
same sins that the 
people who lived 
in  H ab ak k u k 's  
time were commit
ting. Like Habak
kuk, we have 

asked for help. Habakkuk wondered 
why God would allow so many evils to 
triumph. Perhaps we do, too.

When we are in trouble, we may 
wonder if God hears our cries for help 
and mercy. Habakkuk did. He prayed 
to God many times. Sometimes when 
our hearts are heavy with the burdens of 
life, and obstacles and problems con
tinue to plague us, we wonder why God 
doesn't fix everything. We want help 
now! We must not give up, but believe 
that God will fix things in His own time.

Habakkuk realized that we are not 
to question God. God's ways are not our 
ways, and God's time is not our time. 
Eventually, Habakkuk learned, and so 
should we. Faith is the answer to all 
questions of why and when. God is still 
in control, and He will answer us— when 
the time is right. —DLH

"But the Lord is different! The Lord is in his 
holy temple. So all the earth should be silent 
and show respect in front of the Lord. "

Habakkuk 2:20

PRAYER: Father, help us to know that 
You are still in control. Comfort us with 
the knowledge that You are always near, 
even when it seems we are alone. In 
Jesus' name. Amen.

Wednesday, January 3 3 Thursday, January 4



Don't Be Afraid
Bible Reading: 2 Timothy 1:1-8

Timothy was 
like a son to Paul. 
He had traveled 
with Paul and fol
low ed in P au l's  
footsteps by teach- 

JM ing God's Word to 
others. Timothy 

had worried about Paul being in prison. 
Our Bible Reading says he even cried for 
Paul.

Paul did not want Timothy to be 
discouraged or to become afraid. Some 
people would try to stop Timothy from 
preaching. Many people would not lis
ten to Timothy's preaching.

But Timothy was not to worry about 
these things. Instead, he was to remem
ber the true faith. Paul recognized this 
faith in Timothy, and encouraged him 
and taught him so his faith could grow. 
This faith in God was to grow and grow 
until it became a fire within Timothy that 
could not be put out.

How is your faith today? Are you 
using that faith? Are you discouraged 
because of other people, or do you trust 
God each day? Is your faith growing day 
by day? I pray that it is. —KR

"God did not give us a spirit that makes us 
afraid. God gave us a spirit of power and love 
and self-control. " 2 Timothy 1:8

PRAYER: Thank You, Father, for the 
faith that lives in my heart. Help it to 
grow each day, as I trust You and follow 
Your teachings. In Jesus'name. Amen.

Don't Be Ashamed
Bible Reading: 2 Timothy 1:8-14

In yesterday's 
Bible R eading, 
Paul urged Timo
thy not to be afraid. 
In today's reading, 
he is told not to be 
a s h a m e d — n o t  
asham ed to tell 

others about Jesus and not ashamed of 
Paul in prison for Jesus.

God has given us a wonderful salva
tion. He did not save us because of our 
worth, but because of His kindness. This 
kindness, or grace, was shown to us in 
Jesus. Through Jesus, we have a life that 
cannot be destroyed.

Because we have this great salva
tion, we should want to work for God. 
Don't let the preacher or the elders in 
your church do all the work. Find some
thing you can do to serve God today.

Each of us as Christians are chosen 
to tell this Good News. We should not 
be afraid or ashamed to do so. God will 
give us the strength to do it. He has 
given us the Holy Spirit to live in our 
hearts and help us.

Be happy to be a Christian. Be proud 
to share the story of Jesus with others. 
Trust God to help you in all ways and to 
save you in Heaven. —KR

"Follow the true teachings you heard from 
me. Follow those teachings with the faith 
and love we have in Christ Jesus. "

2 Timothy 1:13 
PRAYER: Thank You, Lord, for the 
wonderful salvation You give. Help me 
tell the Good News of Jesus to others. In 
Jesus' name. Amen.

Friday, January 5 4 Saturday, January 6

Teach the Good News
Bible Reading: 2 Timothy 2:1-8

In our Bible 
R eading  today , 
Paul told Timothy 
to be strong and to 
teach others about 
Jesus. God's teach
ings w ere to be 
given to people 

who could be trusted to share them with 
others also. In this way, God's message 
has continued to be taught even until 
today. Paul used three illustrations to 
help Timothy understand his job of teach
ing.

The first example is that of a soldier. 
Timothy was to share troubles and hard
ships, just as a soldier does, and work 
hard to please the commanding officer 
(Jesus). Second, he was to obey all the 
rules, just as an athlete does, l ie  could 
not do as he pleased, but must follow the 
rules. And, third, just as a farmer who 
works hard should get some of the first 
things he grows, so Timothy himself 
would benefit as he taught the Gospel.

Are you working for Jesus today? 
Every Christian needs to be a good sol
dier for Jesus. —KR

"You should teach those same things. Give 
those teachings to some people you can trust. 
Then they will be able to teach those things to 
other people. " 2 Timothy 2:2

PRAYER: Thank You, Father, that oth
ers have taught me Your Good News. 
Help me to teach it to others, so all people 
may know about Your salvation. In 
Jesus' name. Amen.

N ot Bound
Bible Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-13

W hen Paul 
wrote the letter of 
2 Timothy, he was 
in prison. He was 
suffering because 
he had  ta u g h t 
God's Word. But 
Paul told Timothy 

that even if he, the teacher, was in prison, 
God's teaching was not bound. It could 
not be put under lock and key.

In many times and places, people 
have worked against God and His Word. 
They have locked up the Bible, so that 
only a few people could read it. They 
have burned the Bible, so that no one 
could read it. But God's Word has al
ways triumphed. In some countries to
day, it is against the law to have a copy of 
the Bible, but God's Word is treasured 
by His people. Copies are hidden. Por
tions of the Bible are memorized, so that 
even if it is taken away, it is still in their 
hearts.

God's Word is alive and active in the 
lives of Christians today. Is it alive in 
your heart? —KR

"7 accept these troubles so that those people 
can have the salvation that is in Christ Jesus. 
With that salvation comes glory that never 
ends. " 2 Timothy 2:10

PRAYER: Father, help me to keep Your 
Word alive and growing in my heart and 
in the hearts of those around me. In 
Jesus' name. Amen.

Sunday, January 7 5 Monday, January 8



True Teaching
Bible Reading: 2 Timothy 2:14-19

In to d ay 's  
J B i b l e  Reading, we 

find three sugges
tions for staying 
faithful to God.

First of all, we 
should do our best 
to be the kind of 

person that God wants us to be. This 
includes giving yourself to the Lord and 
using God's teachings in the right way to 
help others come to God.

Second, we must stay away from 
arguments. It is easy to get into an 
argument, but arguing does not help 
people. Just listening to arguments can 
hurt us. It leads us away from God and 
from true teaching.

The third thing mentioned in this 
passage is the confidence we can have in 
God. God does not change. His firm 
foundation continues. The Lord knows 
the people that are His. We can trust 
Him. And when we truly believe and 
trust God, we will stop doing wrong. 
We will be faithful to the true teaching.

—KR

Be Ready
Bible Reading: 2 Timothy 2:20-26

We had com
pany at our house 
last w eek. We 
cleaned the house. 
We got out special 
dishes and silver
w are to set the 
tab le . We p re 

pared special food. We wanted every
thing to be nice for our guests.

Our Bible Reading talks about things 
made for special purposes. It compares 
these items in a house to people whom 
God can use for special purposes.

Do we want to be God's people, 
used by Him for a special purpose? If we 
want to be used by God, we need to stay 
away from evil things. We need to clean 
up our lives and be made holy. We need 
to try hard to five right—to have faith, 
love and peace.

Do you want to be the Lord's ser
vant? Make your life ready for the mas
ter to use. —KR

"Do the very best you can to be the kind of 
person that God will accept, and give your
self to him. Be a worker who is not ashamed 
of his work—a worker who uses the true 
teaching in the right way." 2 Timothy 2:15

PRAYER: Help me, Father, to be faith
ful to You and Your Word. In Jesus' 
name. Amen.

"If any person will make himself clean from 
all the evil things, then that person will be 
used for special purposes. That person will 
be made holy, and the master' can use him. 
That person will be ready to do any good 
work." 2 Timothy 2:21

PRAYER: Dear Father, help me to make 
my life pure and clean so it can be used 
for You. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Tuesday, January 9 6 Wednesday, January 10

Foolish People
Bible Reading: 2 Timothy 3:1-9

O ur Bible j----- ------
Reading describes 
som e foolish
people. They love 
p leasu re , ra th e r
than loving God. 
They act like they 
serve God, but the

way they five shows they really aren't 
following God. They are boastful and 
proud, loving themselves more than they 
love God.

Today, much emphasis is put on 
earning money, gaining wealth, and 
having security and success. There is 
nothing wrong with these things. We 
need to earn money to provide for 
ourselves and our families. We like to 
gain wealth, security and success. But 
when these goals become more important 
than our relationship with Jesus Christ, 
we are being foolish. We are in danger of 
becoming like the people described in 
today's Bible Reading.

When troubles come into your life, 
trust in God, not in yourself. Let Him be 
your security, your confidence and your 
help. —KR

"In the last days people will turn against 
their friends. They will do foolish things 
without thinking. They will be conceited and 
proud. People will love pleasure— they will 
not love God. " 2 Timothy 3:4

PRAYER: Dear Father, help me not to 
become foolish, but to live a life that 
pleases You. In Jesus'nam e. Amen.

Wise People
Bible Reading: 2 Timothy 3:10-17

Today's Bible 
Reading contrasts 
w ith  yesterday 's 
reading. Instead of 
being foolish, we 
w ant to become 
wise. True w is
dom comes from

God. So if we want to be truly wise, we 
must trust God.

Paul used his life as an example of 
a person who has placed his trust and his 
purpose in God. Even when he was 
persecuted, Paul continued to trust God.

Paul encouraged Timothy to con
tinue following the Scriptures. The Scrip
tures are able to make a person wise. 
The Scriptures have great value in show
ing us how to live. They are useful in 
correcting faults and teaching us how to 
five. They give us everything we need to 
be ready and able to serve God.

Are you letting the Scriptures make 
you wise? Use them to guide and direct 
your life. Let them help you to be a wise 
servant of Jesus Christ. —KR

"You have known the Holy Scriptures since 
you were a child. Those Scriptures are able to 
make you wise. And that wisdom leads to 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus." .

2 Timothy 3:15

PRAYER: Thank You, Father, for the 
Scriptures that make us wise. Help us 
not to neglect the study of them. In 
Jesus' name. Amen.

Thursday, January 11 7 Friday, January 12



No M atter What!
Bible Reading: 2 Timothy 4:1-8

"I just have to 
have a new car, no 
matter what!" my 
friend told me.

A n o t h e r  
friend w anted a 
new  dress, "no 
matter what."

To day, I have told myself I will finish 
this series of devotions, "no matter what."

We use this phrase to emphasize 
how important something is to us. For 
the moment, at least, it is the most 
important thing in our life. We will work 
hard, put other plans on hold; and give 
up others things in order to achieve this 
purpose.

In our Bible Reading today, Timo
thy was told to tell the Good News, "no 
matter what." Paul warned Timothy 
that he would have troubles. People 
would stop listening. They would fol
low false teaching. But whatever hap
pened, Timothy was to keep on telling 
the Good News and to do all the duties of 
a servant of God.

Paul did not stop telling the Good 
News, even when he was persecuted 
and put in prison. As he wrote to 
Timothy, he knew that his life would 
soon be over, and he was confident that 
a reward was waiting for him in Heaven.

—KR
"When troubles come, accept those troubles. 
Do the work of telling the Good News. Do all 
the duties of a servant of God. "

2 Timothy 4:5

PRAYER: Help me, Father, to tell the 
GoodNews, "no matter what." In Jesus' 
name. Amen.

When Others Fail
Bible Reading: 2 Timothy 4:9-22

|  One of the 
I w onderful bless- 
I ings of being  a 
I Christian is having 
Y other Christians to 

work with. Hav- 
| ing  som eone to 
'  u n d e rs ta n d  and 

share in the work of telling the Good 
News. We depend on one another for 
support and encouragement. But what 
happens when someone we trusted fails 
us? What if he turns away from us and 
from the Lord?

In today's Bible Reading, Paul men
tioned several people who had turned 
away from Paul and from the Lord. This 
hurt Paul very much. He also men
tioned one who worked against him. 
But, in experiencing the failure of others, 
he learned more about the strength that 
only God can give. Even if all others left 
Paul, the Lord stayed with him. The 
Lord gave him strength to tell the Good 
News.

What a wonderful promise for us to 
remember: The Lord gives us strength, 
even when others fail! —KR

"The first time I defended myself no person 
helped me. Every person left me. I pray that 
God will forgive them. But the Lord stayed 
with me." 2 Timothy 4:16,17a

PRAYER: Thank You, Father, for the 
strength You give. Thank You for the 
confidence I can have in You. In Jesus' 
name. Amen.

Saturday, January 13 8 Sunday, January 14

Cassowary
Bible Reading: Ephesians 4:25-32

The cassowary 
is a four-feet-tall 
bird that lives in 
A ustralia . Cas
sowaries have bad 
tem pers. They 
fight and quarrel 
much of the time. 

They have been known to jump into the 
air and strike a man with their toenails so 
hard that they have killed him. Men 
have had to climb up into trees to get 
away from them.

These birds are known for their tem
per. How about us? God wants us to 
control our temper, so we do not sin. 
When we become angry, we must learn 
to let go of that anger and not hold a 
grudge or react in anger. Be careful what 
you say when you are angry. Don't 
shout and hurt people with your words. 
Ask God for help. Learn to forget the 
wrongs done against you. Become lov
ing and kind, forgiving those who do 
wrong to you. —GTH*

Ptarmigan
Bible Reading: Philippians 4:5-9

God has pro
v id ed  am azing  
protection for the 
ptarmigan. In the 
spring, the feathers 
of this bird are red- 
d ish -brow n, the 
same color as the 

weeds and grass in which it hides. In the 
fall, its feathers change to brownish-gray 
to match the weeds and grass at that time 
of year. In the winter, its feathers turn 
white to match the snow.

God also protects us. We are more 
valuable to God than these birds. God 
has promised to provide all of our needs. 
Sometimes God does not supply our 
needs in the way we think is best, and we 
are tempted to doubt. But we should 
trust God. He knows us and under
stands our needs. He will give us what 
is best for us. Our Bible Reading tells us 
not to worry about anything, but to ask 
God for the things we need. Thank God 
for His blessings in your life. —GTH*

"But now put these things out of your life: 
anger, beingveiymad, doing or saying things 
to hurt other people, and using evil words 
when you talk." Colossians 3:8

"Don't woiry about anything, but pray and 
ask God for everything you need. And when 
you pray, always give thanks."

Philippians 4:6

PRAYER: Father, help me to forgive 
others and forget the wrong they do to 
me. Help me to be a peacemaker and to 
control my temper. Iprayin  Jesus' name. 
Amen.

PRAYER: Father, thank You for protect
ing me and for giving me everything I 
need. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Monday, January 15 9 Tuesday, January 16



Helping the Weak
Bible Reading: Romans 15:1-6

W hen I w as 
young, my mother 
and father decided 
to take my tw o 
brothers and me to 
the circus. It rained 
hard the night be
fore, and it was 

very m uddy in places. The various ani
mals were taken in their cages from the 
railroad cars and placed on a wagon. 
The horses had a hard time pulling the 
wagon because of the mud.

A trainer brought an elephant to 
help. The elephant placed her head 
against the back of the wagon and 
pushed. Then the horses were able to 
pull the wagon.

Some Christians are strong. Some 
Christians are weak. Those who are 
strong should help the ones who are 
weak. Jesus is an example for us. He 
came to be a servant—to help those who 
were weak. He helps us when we are 
weak. So we should help others when 
they are weak. When we help each other, 
we all are stronger. When we accept one 
another and are joined together in love, 
we give glory to God. God is the one 
who makes us strong. —GTH*

"We are strong with faith. So we should help 
the people who are weak. We should help 
those people with their weaknesses. We should 
not try to please ourselves." Romans 15:1

PRAYER: Father, may I always be ready 
to help those who are weak. Thank You 
for helping me when I am weak. In 
Jesus' name. Amen.

Are You Hungry?
Bible Reading: John 6:32-35

■\ A bird can live
9 days w ithou t 
food. A man can 
live 12 days with
out eating. A dog 
can live 20 days 
without food. A 

1 turtle can live 500 
days without eating. But a fish can live
1,000 days without any food at all!

All these facts make me think about 
how long Christians can live without 
any spiritual food. If you don't feed 
your physical body, you will die. If you 
don't feed your spiritual body, you will 
die a spiritual death. Spiritual death is 
much worse than physical death.

G od's W ord is called "bread," 
"milk," and "meat." God's Word will 
give you spiritual strength. Is your 
spirithungry? Feed it with God'sW ord.

—GTH*

"Then Jesus said, 7 am the bread that gives 
life. The person who comes to me will never 
be hungi y. The person who believes in me 
will never be thirsty. ' " John 6:35

PRAYER: Dear God, I am thankful for 
YourWord. Thank You for the strength 
it gives me. Help me to always learn 
from the Bible. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Wednesday T muary 17 10 Thursday, January 18

Warning Signs
Bible Reading: Matthew 7:13,14

As I travel all 
over the USA, I see 
w arn in g  signs. 
Some signs tell us 
the road ahead is 
narrow . O ther 
signs tell us that 
curves or winding 

roads are just ahead. We know from 
experience that we must slow down for 
our own safety. So we are very careful 
and obey the signs. We are thankful for 
the warning. If we don't obey the signs, 
we could cause an accident.

In Romans 13:1-5, we read that we 
must obey the laws of our country. Obey
ing traffic signs is part of what we need 
to do as Christians. We should set a 
good example by always obeying the 
traffic rules.

The Bible is full of warning signs, 
too. These warnings are there to keep us 
on the narrow road that leads to heaven. 
Like the road signs, we cannot ignore the 
signs in the Bible and expect to be safe. 
Jesus tells us the truth. The road to 
heaven is narrow, and it requires us to 
live in obedience to God.

Let God's Word guide you. Obey 
the teachings of God. —GTH*

"Enter through the narrow gate that opens 
the way to heaven. " Matthew 7:13

PRAYER: Dear Father, please help me 
today to be careful in all I say, do and 
think. Thank You for the warning signs 
in Your Word. Please help me to follow 
them. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.
Friday, January 19 21

Confidence
Bible Reading: Proverbs 3:13-19

Humans have 
great creative abili
ties. Think of all 
the wonderful in
ventions of th is 
century:—cars, air
p lanes, space 
sh u ttles , te le 

phones, computers, and many, many 
more. God has given us the ability to 
think, imagine and plan. But when we 
create something we make it from raw 
materials that God has already put here 
in the universe. When God created the 
world and all the things in it, He made it 
from nothing.

Our Bible Reading tell us, "The Lord 
used wisdom to make the earth. The 
Lord used knowledge to make the skies. 
The Lord used his knowledge to make 
the water. Through his wisdom, the 
skies drop rain" (Proverbs 3:19,20).

Man has learned much about the 
world through investigation and science. 
But this is nothing compared to God's 
knowledge. There is much that we don't 
understand about God and about the 
Bible, but we can trust God. He knows it 
all. We can have confidence and peace in 
our hearts because of His great love for 
us. —ECW

"And God's peace will keep your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus. That peace which God 
gives is so great that we cannot understand 
it." Philippians 4:7

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, we are so 
thankful we can trust You and depend 
on You, even when we don't under
stand. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Saturday, January 20



Road Map
Bible Reading: Psalm 119:1-16

We live beside 
a busy highway. 
Intersections, on 
ram ps and  off 
ram ps all m eet 
here. All day long 
m oto rists  come 
and go. Where are 

they all going? How do they know which 
way to go?

Many of the drivers are local and 
have traveled this way many times be
fore. They know exactly where they are 
going and how to get there. But some 
drivers are from other areas and are not 
familiar with the roads. Some pull over 
right in front of our house and get out 
their road map to search for the correct 
route.

The Bible is our road map to heaven. 
When we follow its commands, we will 
be on the right road (see M atthew 
7:13,14). There have been many books 
written to tell us how to be saved, but 
some do not give the right directions. 
The Bible is God's Word, and He is the 
One who knows the right way to go. He 
has given us the directions. —EFH

"Jesus answered, 'I am the way. I am the 
truth and the life. The only way to the Father 
is through me.' " John 14:6

PRAYER: Dear Father, help us take time 
to study Your road map, so we will 
know the right way to go. In Jesus' 
name. Amen.

I Can Hear God
Bible Reading: Luke 8:4-15

"I cannot hear 
you."

Many people 
say this as an ex
cuse. Children say 
it to their parents 
and  teachers. 
A dults say it to 

their bosses. And many people say it to 
God.

It is true that many hearing people 
do not hear God (see Isaiah 64:4). They 
make themselves deaf to God's voice. 
But can a deaf person hear God?

One day I looked at the spelling of 
the word "heart." I was amazed. I 
shouted, "There is an ear in the heart." 
Then I heard God say to read Luke 8:15 
again. Do I hear God's teaching with a 
good, honest heart? When God talks to 
my heart, do I obey?

Deafnessisno excuse with God. God 
wants hearts that hear Him. Spell the 
word "heart" again. Hear God in your 
heart. Begin to say, "Even though I am 
deaf, I will hear God's commands, and I 
will obey." —LWF

"And what is the seed that fell on the good 
ground? That is like the people that hear 
God's teaching with a good, honest heart. 
They obey God's teaching and patiently make 
good fruit." Luke 8:15

PRAYER: Jesus, thank You that I am not 
deaf to You. I will hear Your voice and 
obey Your commands. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

Sunday, January 21 12 Monday, January 22

Chosen
Bible Reading: John 19:23-27

Jesus called  
twelve men to be 
His special help
ers. These twelve 
men received spe
cial training and 
teaching so they 
could carry on the 

ministry of Jesus after He had gone back 
to heaven. Along with the.choosing
came special responsibility.

Jesus loved all of these men, but it 
seems there was one who was specially 
beloved. John was known as the dis
ciple whom Jesus loved.

John was the only disciple who was 
at the cross and stayed with Jesus to the 
end. Jesus looked to John as He hung on 
the cross, asking him to take care of His 
mother. Jesus had at least four brothers, 
but Jesus was the oldest son and felt the 
responsibility for His mother. John hon
ored Jesus' dying request and took Mary 
into his home and cared for her.

Jesus has chosen each one of us. We 
are glad that He chose us and that He 
loves us. But don't forget that because 
we are chosen, we also have a responsi
bility to share the message of Jesus with 
others. —NW

"But you are chosen people. You are the 
King's priests. You are a holy nation of 
people. You are people who belong to God. 
God chose you to tell about the wonderful 
things he has done." 1 Peter 2:9

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You 
for loving us and choosing us. Help us 
to tell others about the wonderful things 
You have done. In Jesus'name. Amen.

Tuesday, January 23 2 3

Mice and Carpenters
Bible Reading: Luke 2:41-53

When I was a 
child, my mother 
read  to m e the 
story about a cat 
who went to Lon
don to see the 
queen. W hen 
asked what he did 

when he went to London, the cat an
swered, "I frightened the little mouse 
under the queen's chair."

What a silly cat. He did exactly what 
he could have done at home, or in any 
farm house in the whole country. He 
frightened a little mouse.

When Jesus was twelve years old, 
his parents took him to Jerusalem. Did 
Jesus visit the carpenter shops in Jerusa
lem? No. The Bible says Jesus visited the 
Temple. He listened to the religious 
teachers and asked them questions.

How do we spend our time? Do we 
take advantage of opportunities to study 
and learn about God? Do wetake advan
tage of opportunities to share the gospel 
with others? Paul urged us to "live 
wisely. I mean that you should use 
every chance you have for doing food, 
because these are evil times" (Ephesians 
5:15,16).

I encourage you to make the most of 
every opportunity. —DSKj

"Jesus said to them, "Why did you have to 
look for me? You should have known 
that I must be where my Father's (God's) 
work is!' " Luke 2:49

PRAYER: Dear Father, we ask You to 
help us make the most of every opportu
nity. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Wednesday, January 24



A Rock in the Storm
Bible Reading: Matthew 7:24-27

The Bible says 
in Psalm 18:2 that 
the Lord is a rock— 
my rock. I think 
th a t is because 
large rocks do not 
move, do not fall, 
are not shaken or

destroyed by storms.
Storms cause much destruction and 

suffering, destroying homes and lives. 
Proverbs 1:27 tells us that trouble is like 
a storm. But rocks remain standing after 
storms have passed.

What is the storm in your life? Fam
ily worries? No job? Not enough food? 
Difficulty in studies? Death of a loved 
one? Jesus has promised to be with us 
and help us in all of our troubles. In fact, 
our troubles will only make us stronger 
and bring us closer to God if we let them 
(see James 1:2-4).

Build your house (life) on the rock 
(Jesus). Be wise. Obey all you read in 
God's Word. Then when the storms of 
life come, you will not move, fall, shake 
or be destroyed, because Jesus is your 
rock. —LWF

"The Lord is my Rock, my Fortress, my Place 
of Safety. M y God is the Rock. I run for 
safety." Psalm 18:2

PRAYER: Father, my life is full of stormy 
days. Thank You for Your love and Your 
strong protection. In Jesus'name. Amen.

Understanding
Bible Reading: Proverbs 3:1-8

In the middle 
of a football game, 
I looked around 
the huge stadium. 
There were at least
30,000 peop le  
there . I could  
bare ly  com pre

hend so many people in one place. Then 
I thought about how many people there 
are in the entire city, county, state, coun
try and world. I could not imagine it. It 
is more than I can understand.

Then I thought about how God loves 
me, knows me personally, and cares 
about all of my concerns. And He also 
loves and cares for all of those other 
people. This is more than I can under
stand, too. But I can trust and believe in 
God. I can know that He does love each 
one of us, even if I can't understand how 
He does it.

God loves us. He understands us 
and guides us in our lives. We can't 
depend on our own knowledge and wis
dom. We must depend on His. His will 
for our life is always best. —DLH

"Trust the Lord completely! Don't depend 
on your own knowledge. Trust in the Lord in 
all things you do. Then he will help you."

Proverbs 3:5,6

PRAYER: Father, so many things are 
hard for us to understand, but You know 
all things. Thank You that we can de
pend on You. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Thursday, January 25 14 Friday, January 26

Rewards
Bible Reading: 1 John 2:15-17

I received a let
ter from a friend. 
He told of a man 88 
years old. This 
man was given a 
community award 
because he had  
helped so m any 

people. He had farmed for more than 60 
years. He had given over six gallons of 
blood. He was always volunteering. He 
was a 4H leader, raised four good chil
dren and taught Sunday School for years.

That last one is the most important. 
Without serving the Lord, all else is use
less. Our Bible Reading tells us, "The 
world is passing away. And all the things 
that people want in the world are pass
ing away. But the person who does what 
God wants lives forever" (1 John 2:17).

It is nice to get rewards here on 
earth. We like to be recognized for the 
good things we have done. This man 
had done many good things, and he was 
recognized for them. Sometimes we do 
good things and are not recognized for 
them. It really doesn't matter, because 
the reward we are all working for is the 
reward that God will give to those who 
love and serve Him. —GTH*

"The thing you should want most is God's 
kingdom and being right with him. Then all 
these other things you need will be given to 
you." Matthew 6:33

PRAYER: Lord, may I be a blessing to 
others, as I live my life for You. In Jesus' 
name. Amen.

Invasion of Privacy
Bible Reading: Hebrews 4:12,13

\  Ornithologists 
are scientists who 
study birds. They 
are interested in 
speed , w ea th er 
cond itions and  
anything that af- 

■' fects the flight of 
birds. Until airplanes became common, 
much of their studies concerning flight 
were guesswork. But now they can judge 
the flight speed of birds more accurately. 
I wonder what the birds think. Do they 
consider the airplanes to be an invasion 
of their privacy?

As I wondered about the invasion of 
privacy, I thought of how God knows all 
our thoughts and conduct. Are we aware 
that God knows every thought? We 
cannot get away from God. He made us, 
and He knows all about us. We cannot 
hide from Him.

But we should not think of this as an 
invasion of our privacy. Rather, we 
should be thankful that God knows all 
about us and still loves us. We don't 
have to hide anything from Him. In
stead, we can confess our sins to Him, 
and ask His forgiveness, confident that 
He will give it. And then God will help 
us, as we work hard to do better.

—GTH*

"Nothing in all the world can be hidden from 
God. He can clearly see all things. Every
thing is open before him. And to him we 
must explain the way we have lived."

Hebrews 4:13
PRAYER: Father, please help me to 
understand and accept Your concern for 
me. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Sunday, January 28Saturday, January 27 15



God's Care
Bible Reading: Matthew 6:25-27

We had a lot of 
trees on our farm. 
The trees were al
ways full of wood
peckers and flick
ers. They were 
busy looking for 
worms and grubs 

under the bark. Meadow larks and other 
birds were constantly on the fences. 
Other birds flew about, as they built 
their nests. Every kind of bird had its 
own color. I always enjoyed watching 
all of these birds. They all were busy 
doing something.

Isn't it good to know that God made 
all of these birds for us to enjoy? God 
provides for the birds, and He takes care 
of us, too. Our Bible Reading reminds us 
that we are more valuable than birds.

God takes care of us. Isn't that great 
to know! —GTH*

"When birds are sold, two small birds cost 
only a penny. But not even one of those little 
birds can die without your Father allowing 
it. God even knows how many hairs are on 
your head. So don't be afraid. You are worth 
much more than many birds."

Matthew 10:29-31

A Can of Heet
Bible Reading: Philippians 2:12-18

One day my 
wife was talking to 
a man at church. 
She told him she 
couldn't start the 
car sometimes. He 
told her she didn't 
drive on long trips 

enough. He told her to put a can of Heet 
in the gasoline. She did, and that solved 
our problems. This can of Heet, when 
added to the gasoline, gave all the power 
we needed.

I was thinking of this today. See the 
can of Heet in the drawing. This can of 
Heet is like the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
The Holy Spirit is promised to us when 
we repent and are baptized (see Acts 
2:38). He is the power in our lives.

The Holy Spirit helps us to remem
ber God's Word when we need it. The 
Holy Spirit directs us to do the right 
thing when we are tempted to do wrong. 
The Holy Spirit gives us comfort when 
we are troubled. The Holy Spirit helps 
us to pray. The Holy Spirit will do for us 
what no one else can do.

Let God's Holy Spirit work in your 
life to bring glory to God. —GTH*

"Yes, God is working in you. God helps you 
want to do the things that please him. And 
he gives you the power to do these things."

Philippians 2:13

PRAYER: Lord, thankYou for Your care 
for me. May I bring praise to You by the 
way I live. In Jesus' name. Amen.

PRAYER: Lord, help me to depend on 
the Holy Spirit in my life. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

Monday, January 29 16 Tuesday, January 30

The Twisted Ankle
Bible Reading: James 5:13-20

"Owooo! I've 
twisted my ankle." 
I cried out in pain 
and grabbed my 
husband's arm for 
support. "It's that 
stick I stepped on; 
I thought it was a

snake."
I had been stepping over the offend

ing stick every morning, and hadn't mis
taken it for a snake before. Just one 
misstep on this day, though, and I winced 
in pain. That one wrong step left me 
with a badly sprained ankle that didn't 
heal completely for weeks.

Sin works the same way in our lives. 
We go along day after day avoiding sins. 
We may be tempted, but we don't give 
in. We think we are strong. It is like 
stepping over the stick. Then one day we 
take a wrong step and fall. That wrong 
step may leave us with a hurt that will 
take a long time to heal.

When I twisted my ankle, I grasped 
my husband's arm, and he held me up. 
When sin causes us to fall, we can reach 
out to God. He will catch us and lift us 
up. He will forgive our sin and help us 
to be strong again. —LC

"The Lord lifts up people that have fallen. 
The Lord helps people that are in trouble. "

Psalm 145:14

PRAYER: Thank You, Father, for al
ways being there, ready and willing to 
hold me up. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Treasure in Heaven?
Bible Reading: Luke 12:31-34

You have 
h ea rd  peop le  
speak of the pot of 
gold at the end of 
the rainbow. You 
have watched as 
people w in m il
lions of do lla rs  

playing the lottery. There are more and 
more gambling games every day. People 
are using their grocery money to gamble, 
hoping to "hit the JACKPOT."

Jesus told us to lay up treasures in 
heaven, where moth and rust cannot 
destroy it and where thieves cannot steal 
it. A rich farmer had good crops, built 
bigger barns and was all set to enjoy the 
good life. Jesus called him a foolbecause 
all of his wealth had not prepared him 
for eternity (see Luke 12:16-20).

A person's checkbook often reveals 
a person's heart. Are earthly pleasures 
and wealth your main goals in life? Or 
do you give gifts to help the needy, to 
orphanages, or to the church to spread 
the Gospel through preaching and mis
sions? We spend our money on the 
people and things we care about the 
most.

Jesus said, "Your heart will be where 
your treasure is" (Luke 12:34). —JJ

"Then Jesus said to them, 'Be careful and 
guard against all kinds of selfishness. A  
person does not get life from the many things 
he owns. ' " Luke 12:15

PRAYER: Dear God, help us to use our 
money and our talents to share the good 
news of Jesus with others. In His name. 
Amen.

Wednesday, January 31 17 Thursday, February 1



Muddy Boots
Bible Reading: Psalm 40:1-3

"Mama, help! 
We're stuck in the 
mud." What were 
those ch ild ren  
th ink ing  w hen 
they ventured into 
the m uddy  gar
den? They were 

stuck fast. I finally pulled their feet free, 
leaving their boots in the mud.

Our Heavenly Father will pull us 
out, too. David praised God for this very 
thing: "The Lord lifted me out from the 
pit of destruction. He lifted me from that 
m uddy place. He picked me up and put 
me on a rock . He made my feet steady" 
(Psalm 40:2).

God hears us, just as I heard my 
children calling for help. It was foolish 
for them to walk into that m uddy gar
den. By the time they realized their 
predicament, they were helpless. They 
couldn't rescue themselves; all they could 
do was call for help and wait.

We don't have to wait for the Lord to 
come out of His house to hear our cries. 
He listens for us all the time. We do 
many foolish things, but the Lord will 
come to our rescue if we will just call for 
Him. —LC

"Lord, you lifted me up out of my troubles. 
You did not let my enemies defeat me and 
laugh at me. So I will show honor to you. 
Lord, my God, I prayed to you. And you 
healed me. " Psalm 30:1,2

PRAYER: Dear God, thank You for res
cuing me, and for giving me a firm place 
to stand. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Show Them
Bible Reading: Genesis 22:1-14

M any things 
in life are learned 
by first watching 
others—driving a 
car, hitting a base
ball, cooking and 
s e w in g .  Y o u n g  
people also learn 

what it means to put God first in their 
lives by watching others.

Young people need to be taught to 
put God first, but we also need to show 
them that God is first in our lives by the 
way we live.

In his book, May Those Who Come 
Behind Us Find Us Faithful, Bob Russell 
says, "We may not realize it, but children 
carefully watch us to see if our walk 
matches our talk." We need to live our 
faith and show that God is first in our 
lives.

In today's Bible Reading, Abraham 
followed God's instructions because his 
faith was strong. Of course, we know 
God provided a ram for a sacrifice, but 
the important thing is how Abraham 
demonstrated his faith to Isaac. Isaac 
knew he was loved, but on that day, 
Abraham showed that he loved God 
even more than he loved Isaac. Isaac 
embraced his father's faith because he 
saw that it was without question the 
most important thing in Abraham's life.

—PH
"Abraham answered, 'God himself will pro
vide the lamb for the burnt offerings, my 
son. ' " Genesis 22:8

PRAYER: Dear God, help us to put You 
first in our lives and to show our faith by 
our actions. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Saturday, February 3Friday, February 2

The Wolf and Me
Bible Reading: Deuteronomy 30:11-20

Did you know 
you are like a 
maned wolf?

Me? Resemble 
a maned wolf? Do 
I look or act like 
him? That animal 
is like a fox on stilts, 

with legs that look too long for his body.
He moves through tall grass and 

rears up on his hind legs to look for 
enemies. When he hears something, he 
freezes and pounces before the prey 
knows he is near. Those long legs and 
large ears are his weapons to locate 
enemies.

Maybe I am like the maned wolf. I 
must be on guard to recognize danger 
when it threatens. I must look for food 
to nourish my spirit. God's Word is my 
weapon. The teachings in the Bible help 
me to recognize the dangers of sin, and 
they help to nourish my soul.

The maned wolf listens for the en
emy, and for food to sustain his life. I 
have to do the same thing. I must ward 
off the enemies that would destroy me, 
and find spiritual food to sustain me. 
The Lord gives me strength and help.

—LC

"You must love the Lord your God and obey 
him. Never leave him! Why ? Because the 
Lord is your life. " Deuteronomy 30:20

Support Your Pastor
Bible Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:21-25

Have you ever 
thanked God for 
your pastor? He 
preaches the Word 
of God from week 
to week faithfully. 
You never doubt 
that he will be there 

preaching each Sunday.
God sends preachers to proclaim His 

Word to people. In the Old Testament, 
the preachers were known as prophets. 
We think of them as unusual men who 
wore strange clothes and told the future. 
But their main job was to speak for God.

When God's people sinned, the Lord 
would send a prophet to His people. The 
prophet would tell the people to repent 
and return to the Lord. Your pastor is 
like the Old Testament prophets. He is 
called of God to speak God's message to 
you and others that you might grow in 
the Lord and that unsaved people might 
turn to God.

When you listen to the preaching of 
the Word, you grow spiritually. You 
learn how to live the Christian life, and 
you receive many blessings from getting 
to know God better. —LLZ*

"They are a rebellious people— they always 
turn against me! But you must say those 
things so they will know that there is a 
prophet living among them. " Ezekiel 2:5

PRAYER: Dear God, help me to pay 
attention to Your Word. Help me to 
never leave You. Injesus'nam e. Amen.

PRAYER: Thank You for sending us a 
pastor who faithfully tells us the Word 
of God so we may learn more about You 
and how to live for You. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

Sunday, February 4 19 Monday, February 5



Jesus to the Rescue
Bible Reading: John 3:16

One day our 
old Chevy wagon 
broke down on a 
busy highway. I 
was alone. So, I 
started praying!

Sudden ly , a 
truck pulled up. It 

was a brother in Christ! His name is Glen 
Hardcastle. He asked what was wrong 
with the car. I told him, "It just stopped."

He got a chain from his truck and 
towed my car to my house.

God answered my prayer! He knew 
my car would break down that day, and 
He sent someone to help.

When troubles come, remember that 
Jesus is always near! He is there to help 
in any situation or with any problem! 
Praise God! Nothing is impossible when 
we depend on Jesus!

Jesus came to my rescue, and He will 
come to your rescue, too! —TD

"Come near to God and God will come near 
to you. You are sinners. So clean sin out of 
your lives. You are hying to follow God and 
the world at the same time. Make your
thinking pure Be humble before the Lord,
and he will make you great." James 4:8,10

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You 
for sending Jesus, Your Son, to die for 
our sin! Thank You for Your precious 
love and willingness to rescue us! Help 
us to live for You each day! In Jesus' 
name. Amen.

You Are Important
Bible Reading: Ephesians 1:3-6

God crea ted  
m an in His own 
image. Adam and 
Eve enjoyed close 
and enjoyable fel
lowship with God. 
But then they dis
obeyed His com

mand, and their sin created a wall that 
separated them from God.

God then provided a way for them 
to overcome this wall. A temporary 
system of sacrifice was established until 
the day that Jesus became the only sacri
fice for our sin.

We are restored to this fellowship 
with God through Jesus' blood. We are 
the object of His love and pleasure. Eph
esians 1 mentions it three times that we 
exist to bring praise to God.

Sometimes we wonder why God 
would be interested in us personally. It 
is because He owns u s . ' He owns us 
because He created us and because he 
saved us. He paid a great price for you 
and me. Because of Jesus' death on the 
cross, we are extremely valuable to Him . 
We can't explain fully how important 
we are in God's eyes. But we should 
never feel unimportant, because He has 
paid such a great price for us. —LLZ*

"The Lord is happy with his people. God did 
a wonderful thing for his humble people. He 
saved them. " Psalm 149:4

PRAYER: Dear Father, thank You for 
redeeming me with Your great love. Help 
my life to point to Your majestic glory in 
everything I do. In Jesus'nam e. Amen.

Tuesday, February 6 20 Wednesday, February 7

Hardened Hearts
Bible Reading: Hebrews 3:7-15

In many places 
the Bible warns us 
not to "harden" 
our hearts. This 
m eans to s tu b 
b o rn ly  set o u r
selves against God 
so that we are no 

longer able to turn to Him for forgive
ness. The Israelites became hardhearted 
when they disobeyed God's command 
to conquer the promised land. They 
partially obeyed God's command, but 
did not finish the job.

When we turn away from the living 
God, we become as useless as hardened 
clay. Nothing can restore the clay and 
make it useful again. A stubborn heart 
does not happen all at once; it is the 
result of a series of choices to disregard 
God's will. Avoid being tossed aside 
like hardened clay that is useless and 
worthless. Only God can give us new 
hearts, new desires and new spirits (see 
Ezekiel 36:22-27).

We must not only listen to God's 
Word, we must let it change our lives.

—RED

"But comfort each other eveiy day. Do this 
while it is 'today'. Help each other so that 
none of you will become hardened because of 
sin and the way sin fools people."

Hebrews 3:13

PRAYER: Dear Lord, I give You the 
hardened areas of my heart. Soften my 
heart so I may obey You. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

Believer's Freedom
Bible Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:28-33

Because I have 
freedom in Christ, 
I can do anything I 
want, right? No!

W hy shou ld  
the behe ver be lim- 
ited  by ano ther 
p e rso n 's  con

science? Because we are to do all things 
for God's glory, and we are not to do 
anything that causes another person to 
sin.

Christian freedom does not mean 
that anything goes. It means that our 
salvation is a free gift from God. Chris
tian freedom is tied to Christ-like re
sponsibility. Nothing we do should cause 
ourselves or another believer to stumble. 
We do what is best for others, so they 
might be saved.

Freedom is a mark of the Christian 
faith—freedom from sin and guilt, and 
freedom to use and enjoy anything that 
comes from God. Christ delivers us to 
serve His desires. This freedom results 
in our ultimate good. Therefore, the 
Christian life involves both freedom and 
discipline. —RED

"So if you eat or if you drink or if you do 
anything, do it for the glory of God. "

1 Corinthians 10:31

PRAYER: Dear Heavenly Father, thank 
You for giving me freedom from sin and 
shame. Help me to do all things for Your 
glory. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Thursday, February 8 21 Friday, February 9



Our Protector
Bible Reading: Psalm 91:1-10

On a hot hu
mid morning, as I 
walked past a rip
pling stream, I saw 
a mother duck and 
her duck lings 
w addling up the 
bank  to w ard  a 

wooden bridge. The mother duck moved 
slowly, so her little ones could catch up 
to her. With head held high, she sur
veyed the area, looking cautiously from 
left to right to make sure the path was 
safe.

I stood only two feet from the ducks, 
yet they did not scurry away. They 
continued their slow pace, as if I were 
not there. The babies evidently trusted 
that their mother had everything under 
control. When I asked Jesus into my life, 
He took me under His wing. Through 
daily communion with Him and study 
of His Word, I have learned to trust Him 
with everything. Like the baby ducks, 
when unsettling circumstances invade 
my day, I am not afraid. Why? Because 
Jesus, my Protector, promises never to 
leave me or forsake me.

What greater gift can I receive?
—FGP

"People that trust in the Lord will he like 
Mount Zion. They will never be shaken. 
They will continue forever." Psalm 125:1

PRAYER: Lord, thank You that Your 
arms are always open to comfort and 
protect us. Help us to show that same 
love to others. In Jesus' name. Amen.

The Blow Fly
Bible Reading-1 John 4:1-6

The blow fly is 
much like the com
mon housefly. It is 
green , b lue or 
bronze. When flies 
land near us, we 
shoo them away. 
We may feel they 

are a nuisance, but don't really think of 
them as harmful.

However, the blow fly feeds on de
caying meat. They feed on manure from 
cattle. They feed on hum an waste. In 
this way, they spread germs and disease. 
In Australia flies have been known to kill 
sheep. They come in great numbers and 
attack a wounded animal.

This makes me think of false teach
ers. We are warned about them in the 
Scriptures. Sometimes we don't take 
them seriously. A strong Christian may 
not be bothered by false teachers. He 
knows what is true. He may even think 
of them as a nuisance. But we must 
watch out. False teachers will attack the 
weak Christian. They will lead the weak 
Christian astray. They may even kill the 
weak Christian spiritually.

So be careful. Study the Bible so that 
you will know what is true and what is 
false. —GTH*

"In the past there were false prophets among 
God's people. It is the same now. You will 
have some false teachers in your group. They 
will teach things that are wrong— teachings 
that will make people be lost. " 2 Peter 2:1

PRAYER: Father, help me to know false 
teachers when I hear them. In Jesus' 
name. Amen.

Saturday, February 10 22 Sunday, February 11

Habits
Bible Reading: James 4:13-17

Everyone es
tab lishes hab its 
early  in  life, 
whether good or 
bad. Good habits 
seem hard to estab
lish and easy to 
break. Bad habits 

seem easy to start and hard to break.
Some people are procrastinators. 

They get into the habit of saying "tomor
row." Some people deal with salvation 
the same way. They put off getting to 
know Jesus until it is too late. Our Bible 
Reading says our life is like a vapor— 
here today and gone tomorrow. Today 
is the day of salvation. Today is the day 
to break a bad habit. Today is the day to 
study God's Word more.

Some habits can only be broken with 
God's help. The tobacco habit is easy to 
start and hard to break. For years it has 
been common knowledge that tobacco 
causes cancer of many varieties. But 
people continue to smoke, chew and 
dip. Kenneth Copeland said when he 
began to spend hours each day in God's 
Word, his desire to use tobacco de
creased. Robert Tilton said when he was 
studying God's Word, he quit smoking.

Studying God's Word is a good habit. 
It takes work and effort to establish this 
habit, but it will change your life!

— SDH
"I tell you that the 'right time ' is now. The 
'day of salvation' is now." 2 Corinthians 6:2

PRAYER: Dear Father, help us to break 
the bad habits in our lives. Help us to 
study Your Word more today! In Jesus' 
name. Amen.

Giants
Bible Reading: 1 Samuel 17:31-50

The Bible says 
the giant, Goliath, 
stood  9 feet, 6 
inches tall. No 
wonder the army 
was afraid! They 
wanted to give up 
and  ru n  aw ay. 

They forgot God was on their side.
David didn't forget. David wasn't 

afraid. He said, "The Lord saved me 
from the lion and the bear. He will save 
me from Goliath." David trusted that 
God would protect him and give him 
victory over Goliath. Because of his faith 
in God, David killed the giant Goliath 
with one small stone.

What are the "giant" problems in 
your life? Problems with your marriage, 
family, money or job? Sometimes we 
don't know what to do. Sometimes we 
feel like giving up and running away. 
God knows all about the "giants" in our 
lives. He doesn't want us to fight them 
alone. Through Jesus' death on the cross 
and His resurrection from the dead, God 
has defeated the giant of sin and the 
"giant" problems in our lives. God has 
given us the victory over the giants. He 
was with David, and He promises to be 
with us, when giants come against us.

—CRW

"Don't let your hearts be troubled. Trust in 
God. And trust in me." John 14:1

PRAYER: Father, thank You for the 
victory over the giants in my life through 
Jesus, my Lord. Amen.

Monday, February 12 23 Tuesday, February 13
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Everlasting Love
Bible Reading: Jeremiah 31:3

Do you ever 
desire  to  m eet 
som eone w ho 
loves you and ac
cepts you for who 
you are? Do you 
desire to  m eet 
som eone w ho 

loves you despite your mistakes and 
sins? There is someone, and He is God 
our Heavenly Father.

When sin came into the world, our 
desire to love God was gone. Then, at the 
right time, God sent His Son, Jesus, into 
the world. Jesus showed us God's love. 
Jesus died for us. Through His death, the 
desire to love God was restored in us. 
Even though we sinned and lost our 
desire to love God, He always loved us. 
In Jeremiah God says, "Hove you people. 
And my love will continue forever" 
(Jeremiah 31:3).

The Bible tells us that God loves us, 
accepts us and likes us, just as we are. No 
strings attached, no conditions. He has 
always loved us, and always will love 
us. This is called grace. When we accept 
Jesus as our Savior, God gives us His 
love. He restores our desire to love Him. 
Isn't He wonderful? —CRW

Bearing Fruit
Bible Reading: John 15:1-5

Here in Wash
ington, we have 
m any d iffe ren t 
kinds of fruit trees. 
W hen I see the 
b ranches of an 
apple, cherry or 
peach tree, I am 

reminded of Jesus' words in John 15. 
The branches bear the fruit, the branches 
do not produce the fruit. The tree pro
duces and grows the fruit.

Jesus says that He is the Vine and we 
are His branches. He says we are to bear 
fruit. What kind of fruit? In Galatians 
5:22-23, Paul tells us what kind of fruit. 
Jesus is saying that He will produce the 
fruit in us. Like the branch of an apple 
tree, we carry the fruit.

If the branch is cut down, it can't 
carry any more fruit. Jesus tells us we 
will bear the fruit He grows in us. He 
tells us we can't do anything without 
Him. We can't produce fruit and we 
can't bear fruit without Him.

Stay close to Jesus, so He can grow 
His fruit in you. Stay close to Jesus and 
become a strong branch for Him.

—CRW

"God loved the world so much that he gave 
his only Son." John 3:16

"But the Spirit gives love, joy, peace, pa
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control. " Galatians 5:22,23

PRAYER: Father, thank You for always 
loving us. We love You, too. In Jesus' 
name. Amen.

PRAYER: Dear Father, help me stay 
close to Jesus so Your fruit can grow in 
me. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Wednesday, February 14 24 Thursday, February 15

God Knows
Bible Reading: Psalm 103:6-17

At the close of 
one of our services, 
a teenage deaf boy 
came forward.

When I asked 
him why he came, 
he said  th a t he 
w an ted  to be 

saved. When I asked him to pray and ask 
God to forgive him, he looked at me and 
said, "I can't pray. I can't talk. Does God 
know sign language?"

I said, "Sure, He knows."
He prayed in sign language. Since 

then, he has married, and both he and his 
wife are fine workers in a church for the 
deaf.

God knows all about us. He under
stands even our thoughts. He knows 
what we are saying whether we talk in 
English, German, Korean, or American 
Sign Language. Our Bible Reading tells 
us that He not only knows us, but He 
loves us. Don't let language stop you 
from coming to God. He loves you and 
is waiting for you to come to Him. —RG

"If we confess (admit) our sins, then Godwill 
forgive our sins." 1 John 1:9

PRAYER: Lord, we thank You that You 
know our thoughts and hear our prayers. 
We thank You for forgiving our sins. 
Help us to be useful in Your service. In 
the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Acceptance
Bible Reading: Romans 15:1-7

In Paul's letter 
to the Romans, he 
told them that just 
like C hrist ac
cepted them, "so 
you should accept 
each other" (Ro
m ans 15:7). We 

need to accept people who are different, 
hurting, disadvantaged or broken by sin. 
When we do this, we show the kind of 
acceptance God has so graciously given 
to us.

The opposite of acceptance is preju
dice. That may surprise us, but it is true. 
All of us have thought or said things that 
are prejudiced.

We will have differences of opinion 
on doctrines, values, issues or interpre
tation of Scripture. But will we accept 
those with whom we differ, or will we 
allow those differences to produce bit
terness or division?

The church in Rome was made up of 
people of different cultures and lifestyles, 
yet Paul encouraged them to accept one 
another. Should we do any less than that 
today, in our very diversified society?

—PH

"Christ accepted you. So you should accept 
each other. This will bring glory to God. "

Romans 15:7

PRAYER: Lord, help us to accept people 
who are different from us. Help us not to 
be prejudiced. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Friday, February 16 25 Saturday, February 17



Milton
Bible Reading: 1 Timothy 4:11-16

M ilton w as 
well into his 70's. 
He had been blind 
and  deaf from  
birth. He was a 
lovely Christian, 
and faithfully at
ten d ed  every  

church service. He usually came to 
church with deaf relatives. One night 
they were sick, so he went to the bus stop 
alone and came to church. He had to ride 
two buses to get there. He could not see 
the numbers on the bus so when he 
waited for either bus, he would hold up 
a card with the bus number on it, and 
someone would help him on that bus.

One very dark, winter night, he 
walked into the church alone. I met him 
and signed, "I am happy to see you, but 
it is so dark tonight."

He answered, "Pastor, every service 
is dark to me."

Of course they were. I did not think 
before I spoke. I signed, "Yes, they are," 
and squeezed his hand.

What a beautiful example he set for 
all of us at church. I was the pastor, but 
would I be that devoted and faithful? 
Would you? —RG

John and Jennie
Bible Reading: Philippians 1:3-8

John and  
Jennie, both deaf, 
had only been mar- 
ried  three years 
w hen he w as 
killed. They had 
been devout Chris
tians and drove to 

church three times a week, fifty miles 
each way. Jennie was Sunday school 
superintendent.

John was buried  on Thursday. 
When Sunday came, I did not expect 
Jennie to drive those fifty miles alone to 
be in church. I was about to start Sun
day School without her. She walked in 
at that moment and in private asked me, 
"Why did you think I would not be 
here?"

I said, "Well, because of your loss 
this past week, I didn't think you would 
drive all that distance alone."

She replied, "John would want me 
to be here, and Jesus expects me to be 
here."

She continued faithfully until she 
was called Home. What a delightful 
person! What a joy to know her! —RG

"Listen! I am coming soon! I will bring 
rewards with me. I will re-pay each per son for 
the things he has done. " Revelation 22:12

PRAYER: Dear Father, help us to serve 
and obey You faithfully. Help us to do 
our very best for You. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

"I thank God every time I remember you. "
Philippians 1:3

PRAYER: Dear God, I thank You that 
You have let so many wonderful people 
be my friends. You have used them to 
bless so many others. Help me to be that 
kind of friend to others. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

Sunday, February 18 26 Monday, February 19

Hattie
Bible Reading: Revelation 2:8-11

For m any 
years, Hattie had 
been a most faith
ful member of our 
deaf church. She 
a rriv ed  early , 
whether rainy or 
sunny, b ring ing  

her husband and his brother with her. 
They were both deaf and blind.

She would turn on lights, adjust the 
heat and always took an active part in 
the services. After both her husband and 
his brother died, she continued to do the 
same.

A great number attended her fu
neral. After a long wait for the pastor, 
who had an unfortunate delay, I, her 
former pastor, asked if they wanted me 
to take the service. They all agreed, and 
I proceeded. Just as the service was to 
close, the pastor arrived. He had been 
delayed through no fault of his own. I 
asked him to come to the front, say some 
remarks, and close in prayer. He said, "I 
hope my dear friend spoke on the sub
ject of faithfulness." Well, I had, and so 
he closed in prayer.

Everyone in attendance knew there 
was only one word to describe Hattie— 
faithful! I wish we were all so faithful.

—RG

"If you continue faithful, then I will give you 
the crown of life." Revelation 2:10

PRAYER: Loving Father, we thank You 
for the wonderful example of faithful
ness shown by Your servant, Hattie. Help 
us to be faithful Christians, too. In Jesus' 
name. Amen.
Tuesday, February 20

One Way
Bible Reading:

i
Romans 1:18-23

O ur Bible 
Reading tells us 
that even though 
we can't see God, 
we are not excused 
from w orshiping 
Him. The world 
God made tells us 

about Him. But many people have turned 
away from God.

Today, as I spooned baby food into 
Jesi's smiling, yet very open mouth, I 
was reminded of a very important fact. 
Jesi was wearing a black plastic bib. In 
the middle of it is a white arrow pointing 
upward, which reads: "ONE WAY."

Jesi's bib reminded me of John 14:6, 
where Jesus said, "I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me." He's the 
only way—the one way to the Father of 
all creation—who created you and me.

People are going in so many direc
tions, they don't know where they are 
really going. My prayer is that we will 
boldly tell them of that "ONE WAY," 
Jesus Christ. —TLR
"There are things about God that people 
cannot see— his eternal power and all the 
things that make him God. But since the 
beginning of the world those things have 
been easy for people to understand. Those 
things are made clear in the things that God 
has made. So people have no excuse for the 
bad things they do. " Romans 1:20

PRAYER: Dear Father, thank You for 
the wonderful world You created that 
shows Your power and majesty, and for 
Jesus, the only way to Heaven. In Jesus' 
name. Amen.

27 Wednesday, February 21



Taking Control
Bible Reading: Revelation 3:14-22

My hair dryer 
has three tempera
ture settings—hot, 
warm and cold. It 
also has tw o 
speeds—high and 
low. I adjust these 
controls depend

ing on what I am doing to my hair.
My spiritual life sometimes reflects 

different temperatures and speeds, too. 
Usually I am enthusiastic and anxious to 
share my love of the Lord with others. 
But sometimes my work load is heavy, 
and I get sidetracked. Then my walk 
with the Lord is only lukewarm and, at 
times, even cold. This usually happens 
when I try to do too many things.

Sometimes I run full speed ahead for 
the Lord. I witness, and I spend hours 
studying His Word. Other times I let the 
world drown out my devotional time. 
Then I feel sluggish and function at slow 
speed.

Just as I can adjust my hair dryer, I 
must learn to control my spiritual life. 
There are times to run full speed ahead, 
and there are times to slow down, just be 
quiet and listen to God. —FGP

"Always turn to the Lord for help in every
thing you do, and you will he successful. "

Proverbs 16:3

PRAYER: Lord, help me to always put 
You first, so that my actions will draw 
others to You. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Chickens Teach Me
Bible Reading: Lamentations 3:20-26

I am thankful 
to have a little  
chicken pen, 
w here  I have a 
dozen or so chick
ens. On our farm 
the chickens can be 
outside during the 

day. They don't go very far, and they 
return to their home each evening, where 
they are shut in for safety until the 
morning.

When the chickens see me coming, 
they will often run to me. When I leave, 
they often follow a short way. They 
provide me and my family with good 
eggs.

I thought about this, and decided we 
can learn from chickens. We can always 
trust our great Lord, who cares and pro
vides for us. He cares for us with com
passion every morning and evening, and 
all the time between. We can go to Him 
at any time. We should love to be with 
Him. We can run to Him. We can follow 
Him. We also want to bear fruit for Him, 
just as the chickens give the eggs. Let us 
trust our precious Savior fully today.

—LL*

"The Lord's love and kindness never ends. 
The Lord's mercies are never over. "

Lamentations 3:22

PRAYER: Dear Lord, thank You for 
Your good care for us and for all Your 
creatures. Help us to trust You more. 
Thank You for providing for all our 
needs. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Friday, February 23Thursday, February 22 28

Jealousy
Bible Reading: James 4:1-10

W hy is the  
w orld so full of 
hate, gossip, back- 
stabb ing  and  
name-calling? Our 
Bible Reading tells 
us that these things 
comes from selfish 

desires inside of us. Why can't we ap
preciate successful achievers who ben
efit the community? Why do we put 
down others? Often it is because of 
jealousy.

Have you every had a person pre
tend to be your friend? Later you might 
have learned that they just wanted an 
invitation to your deaf club. Or you 
learned that they were using you be
cause they were mad at another friend. 
That hurts, doesn't it?

Every day we are fighting against 
the devil and his forces of evil. We can 
not follow the world and follow God at 
the same time. We must come near to 
God and let Him help us in the fight 
against evil. We must get rid of the sin 
and jealousy in our hearts, so that God 
can make us great. —CLR*

"If you are selfish and have bitter jealousy in 
your hearts, then you have no reason to 
boast." James 3:14

PRAYER: Dear Father, help me to be a 
friend to other people and show Your 
love. Help me to praise others who 
achieve and not let jealousy hide in my 
hearts. In Jesus' name. Amen.

The Campfire
Bible Reading: Psalm 119:97-106

I like to build a 
campfire when we 
go camping. My 
boys love to help 
gather the wood 
and kindling. The 
boys especially like 
to th ro w  d ried  

pine needles on the fire, because it causes 
the flame to burst high above the camp
fire enclosure.

We Christians are sometimes like 
that. We enjoy going to church or to 
o ther special events to have sm all 
amounts of spiritual fuel thrown on our 
spirits and we glow brightly for a short 
time.

But to make a lasting campfire that 
provides warmth and light, we need 
more durable fuel. We need logs to 
make the fire last.

In our Christian lives, we need the 
daily fuel that we can get from reading 
God's Word. We need to memorize scrip
tures so they are always with us. God's 
Word needs to be a regular part of our 
lives so that we can grow and glow for 
Jesus. —RJ

"Lord, your words are like a lamp lighting 
my path. " Psalm 119:105

PRAYER: Lord, give me a great desire to 
study Your Word. Help me to make it a 
daily part of my life. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

Saturday, February 24 29 Sunday, February 25



Questions
Bible Reading: 2 Peter 3:1-9

In 1970, a 
young  a rtis t 
painted this por
trait of me. He sent 
it to me, and later 
he came to visit me. 
He h ad  m any 
questions about an

art career.
In 1989 the doctors in Chicago found 

I had 3 brain tumors. These caused my 
deafness. I asked the doctor who gave 
me the gamma ray surgery how long I 
had to live. He said they were only 
interested in saving my life. Some time 
later I asked the VA doctor the same 
question. His answer was, "You'll prob
ably die of something else." I am sure 
they have been asked this same question 
hundreds of times.

The disciples asked Jesus to tell them 
how things would be before His return. 
Read Matthew 24 for His answers. We 
may not know exactly when Jesus will 
return, but we know that He will.

Questions and answers! As a young 
man, I did not believe in the return of 
Jesus. Today, I believe with all my heart 
in Jesus. I hope you do, too. He is our 
only hope. —GTH*

"No person knows when that day or time will 
be. The Son and the angels in heaven don't 
know when that day or time will be. Only the 
Father knows." Matthew 24:36

PRAYER: Dear Father, help me to live 
to please You. In Jesus'nam e. Amen.

Labrador Duck
Bible Reading: Genesis 1:20-22

This little sea 
duck is now ex
tinct. The last La
brador Duck was 
shot on Long Is
land, N ew Y ork, in 
1875. At one time 
it lived all the way 

from Nova Scotia to New Jersey. It was 
never plentiful, but man was to blame 
for its extinction. Man and guns hurried 
it to this end. It was shot for its eggs, 
feathers and meat. Forty-four specimens 
remain in museums of the world.

The Labrador Duck is now extinct. 
But the God who created it is not extinct. 
The writer of Hebrews tells us that Jesus 
is "the same yesterday, today, and for
ever" (Hebrews 13:8).

Various animals may become ex
tinct. Fashions will change from day to 
day. Our automobiles may grow old 
and wear out. Our neighborhoods may 
change in character. Our friends may 
turn away from us. But God will never 
change. He will never fail us. Isn't that 
a wonderful promise! —GTH*

"We have this hope. It is strong and sure and 
keeps our soul safe." Hebrews 6:19

PRAYER: Thank You, Father, that we 
can always count on You. You never 
change. You always keep your prom
ises. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Monday, February 26 30 Tuesday, February 27

He Answers
Bible Reading: Psalm 121

I felt very  
weak for a long 
time. Then I found 
a b reast lum p  
about two inches 
across. Was the 
lum p cancer? 
What should I do? 

If I told my husband about the lump, he 
might be frightened and die of a heart 
attack. If I kept the lump a secret, I might 
die of cancer. I cried.

After I told my husband about the 
problem, he sent me to a doctor. The 
doctor found the lump. I asked every
one to pray—my husband, our parents 
and relatives, and our friends. We all 
prayed.

God heard our prayers. He told us 
to trust him. My husband and I felt 
peace in our souls.

The doctor sent me for tests. A few 
days later, we learned that God had taken 
away the lump. I felt strong again. Our 
faith grew and we learned to trust God.

We know that someday we will die 
and go to heaven with God. But even 
now God is always with us. —RR

"I was in trouble. I called to the Lord for help. 
And he saved me!" Psalm 120:1

PRAYER: Thank You for teaching us to 
trust You. Thank You for answering our 
prayers. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Point of View
Bible Reading: Matthew 25:14-30

O ur Bible 
Reading today is a 
fam iliar parable. 
Jesus told this story 
about a master and 
three servants. The 
lesson we usually 
learn from this par

able is to use our talents for the Lord. But 
today I was thinking about the servants' 
attitude toward the master.

The master trusted his servants. He 
gave his possessions to them. He gave to 
each according to their abilities. He 
showed wisdom and generosity. The 
first two servants knew that if they did a 
good job, their master would reward 
them. From their point of view, the 
master was kind and faithful.

But the third servant viewed his mas
ter differently. He said that his master 
was a hard man, a man to be feared 
(Matthew 25:24). Was the difference in 
the master, or in the servants?

Many people know Jesus as good 
and kind. But many, either from igno
rance or hardness, view Him as hard and 
false.

The difference is not in the master, 
but in the servants. Jesus gives grace to 
all. He wants all people to come to know 
and love Him. —BE

"But God is being patient with you. God 
doesn't want any person to be lost. God 
wants every person to change his heart and 
stop sinning." 2 Peter 3:9

PRAYER: Lord, show me people with 
whom I can share the Good News. In 
Jesus' name. Amen.

Thursday, February 29Wednesday, February 28 31



Second Chance
Bible Reading: Acts 9:1-19

In a vacant lot 
lay a d isca rd ed  
slab of marble. Af
ter failing to form 
a figure from that 
piece of marble, a 
sculptor threw  it 
out. It lay in that 

vacant lot for one hundred years.
A young scu lp to r nam ed  

Michaelangelo walked by the discarded 
slab of marble. He had it carried to his 
studio where he worked on it in secret. 
When he revealed his work, the people 
of his city were amazed. Even today, 
people gasp in awe w hen they see 
Michaelangelo's statue of David, the 
shepherd king of Israel.

In our Bible Reading a man named 
Saul traveled all over the country arrest
ing the followers of Jesus. But one day 
on the Damascus road Saul was con
verted and became a follower of Jesus 
Christ. He became a great worker for the 
Lord.

Sometimes we think our own mis
takes can never be made right. But God 
is gracious (kind) and forgiving and will 
give us another chance if we ask. If we 
give our lives to the Master Sculptor 
(God), our mistakes can be turned into 
something beautiful. —DSKj

"And so Saul stayed with the followers. He 
went everywhere in Jerusalem, preaching for 
the Lord (Jesus) without fear." Acts 9:28

PRAYER: God, we are sorry for our 
mistakes. We ask that You take us and 
our mistakes and turn us into something 
beautiful for You. In Jesus'name. Amen.
Friday, March 1

A Lesson from a Bird
Bible Reading: Matthew 6:25-34

A r i z o n a ' s  
Cholla Cactus has 
hook-like thorns 
that cling to fur or 
skin. If a person or 
an im al s ligh tly  
brushes against it, 
the thorns of the 

Cholla seem to jump onto them. For this 
reason, the cholla is commonly called, 
"the jumping cactus."

Among the ivory-hard thorns of the 
Cholla, a small bird called the Cactus 
Wren builds a feathery, soft nest for her 
eggs. Her nest may appear wild and 
dangerous, but she is safe. Snakes, coy
otes and other predators avoid the prickly 
jumping cactus.

One time Jesus sat on a low hill and 
talked about food, birds, clothing and 
flowers. His followers understood the 
lessons he taught because he used illus
trations from their every day lives.

He said, "Look at the birds. You are 
worth much more than the birds."

Sometimes, I am like the Cactus 
Wren. All around me, I see problems in 
the world. When that happens, I try to 
remember I am safe because God cares 
for my well-being. He will keep me safe. 
I stop worrying. —DSK^

"Look at the birds. They don't plant or 
harvest or save food in barns. But your 
heavenly Father feeds those birds and you 
know that you are worth much more than the 
birds." Matthew 6:26

PRAYER: God, I will not worry today. I 
know how much You care for me. I am 
safe with You. Thank You. Amen.

32 Saturday, March 2

Called by Name
Bible Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7

Have you ever 
seen someone fa
m iliar, b u t you 
couldn 't rem em 
ber the person 's 
name? Sometimes 
no m atte r  how  
hard I try, I just 

can't remember names. It can be embar
rassing, especially if the person remem
bers my name. Now, I learn names by 
writing them down in a small notebook.

Today it seems like no one knows 
our name. The banks, the government 
and others know us only by our Social 
Security numbers. Sometimes we feel so 
alone, we wonder if anyone knows our 
name.

Today's verse says that God knows 
our names. He knows everything about 
us. He knows exactly how many hairs 
we have on our head. He knew us before 
the world was made. There isn't any
thing about us that God doesn't know.

God created us. Through the death 
of Jesus on the cross, God saved us. He 
has given us a new name. We belong to 
Him. He loves us and accepts us. He 
calls us by name. How glad we should 
be that we are His. —CRW

"You were bought by God at a price. So 
honor God with your bodies."

1 Corinthians 6:20

PRAYER: Dear Father, thank You for 
knowing me and calling me by name. In 
Jesus' name. Amen.

Full House
Bible Reading: Psalm 146:6-10

W hen I w as 
growing up, I en
joyed going to my 
grandm a's house. 
She was widowed 
at a young age. She 
had various jobs 
and also worked in 

her home for other people. She raised 
eight children. When they were grown, 
she took care of her mother. Often she 
had someone staying in her home who 
needed help and a place to stay. One 
time I counted 12 people, children and 
adults, living in her house.

I was amazed at how she handled 
the many situations: cooking , taking 
time for herself, crocheting and knitting, 
and having Bible Study at her house. She 
often stated that we were placed on this 
earth to do something and whatever it 
was, we should do our best.

When I became a young widow with 
children, I often thought about her. I 
remembered her prayers at the table, 
and how she taught me and others to 
know and love God. She became an 
example to me. Dealing with difficult 
situations is not always in our plans, but 
God will give us the help and strength to 
handle each situation. —DD

"This is the kind of religion (worship) that 
God accepts: caring for orphans or widows 
who need help, and keeping yourself free 
from the world's evil influence. " James 1:27

PRAYER: Dear Heavenly Father, help 
us to be strong in our faith, encourage 
others and help one another. In Jesus' 
name. Amen.

Sunday, March 3 33 Monday, March 4



Attacking Satan
Bible Reading: Romans 12:3-8

Two lions 
were resting under 
a big tree in Africa. 
N earby  w as a 
small herd of ante
lope, like the one I 
have drawn here. 
The lioness got up 

and slowly walked past the antelope. 
She walked behind a large area of bushes 
on the other side of the herd. She 
coughed.

The lion heard that cough and got 
up and walked. Suddenly he turned and 
rushed toward the antelope. The fright
ened antelope ran away at high speed— 
right past the hiding lioness. She leaped 
out and caught one antelope, and killed 
it. The lions had a good dinner.

Each lion had done its part. The 
lioness stayed in hiding. The lion drove 
the antelope in the right direction. She 
caught one by taking it by surprise. The 
hunt was successful.

In the church family, each Christian 
has a part to do to make the church grow 
and succeed. We must work together. 
We must attack sin and conquer Satan. 
God is using each of us to do this. You 
are important. —GTH*

"All of you together are the body of Christ. 
Each one of you is a part of that body."

1 Corinthians 12:27

Moving
Bible Reading: Hebrews 12:1-3

C a n a d i a n  
Geese fly south in 
the  fall and  fly 
north in the spring. 
The average life 
span of Canadian 
Geese is 24 years. 
That means they 

make the trip from north to south, or 
south to north 24 times.

We have moved about 12 times in 
our married life. Each time we move, we 
have to discard many things we have 
collected. It is a lot of work.

Recently, I have been thinking how 
this applies to our spiritual life. Some
times we hang on to sins we should 
throw away. The sins keep us from 
growing spiritually. We need to surren
der to Jesus and get rid of the sins, so we 
can move forward in our Christian life.

Are you getting rid of unnecessary 
things in your life? Are you getting rid of 
the things that keep you from Jesus? It is 
a lot of work, but it is important. I am still 
working at it and I hope you are, too.

—GTH*

"We must not become tired of doing good. 
We will receive our harvest of eternal life at 
the right time. We must not give up!"

Galatians 6:9

PRAYER: Dear Father, please show me 
the part I am to do in Your church family. 
In Jesus' name. Amen.

PRAYER: Father, help me to look at my 
life today and to throw away things that 
keep me from You. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

Tuesday, March 5 34 Wednesday, March 6

Potatoes
Bible Reading: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

Some people 
sort their potatoes 
when they harvest 
them. They keep 
the bigger potatoes 
to eat and enjoy 
them  all w in ter 
long. Then, in the 

spring, all they have left are the smaller 
ones, so they plant them. When they do 
this year after year, their crop of potatoes 
becomes smaller and smaller. Because 
they have planted small potatoes, they 
harvest small potatoes.

This is a good lesson for Christians. 
The Bible tells us that we cannot keep all 
the best things for ourselves. We will 
receive the same amount we give. If we 
give a lot, we receive a lot; if we give 
little, we will receive little. Give God 
your best. Think of others first. —GTH*

"Remember this: The person who plants 
little will harvest only a little. But the person 
who plants much will harvest much."

2 Corinthians 9:6

PRAYER: Father, help me today to have 
a generous heart and to give my best to 
You. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Place of Safety
Bible Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-4

The yellow  
m arm ot of the 
Rocky Mountains 
is in the same fam
ily as the w ood
chuck. It makes its 
hom e under big 
rocks. It comes out 

to eat plants and berries. It hides from its 
enemies by running under the big rocks. 
Bears would like to dig the marmot out, 
but they can't move the rocks. Eagles 
and  o ther enem ies have the same 
trouble—they cannot move those heavy 
rocks. The yellow marmot has the great
est place of safety—the rock.

That reminds me of what Paul wrote 
about the Jews who followed Moses. In 
our Bible Reading for today, we are told 
that all of them ate and drank spiritual 
food and spiritual water. They drank 
from the spiritual Rock. That Rock was 
Christ. That Rock was a strong place of 
safety. Jesus is our Rock and safety.

— G T H *

"Because you are my Rock, my place of 
safety." Psalm 71:3

PRAYER: Dear Father, whatever hap
pens today, let me hide in Jesus' care. 
Help me to have no fear and be content. 
In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

Thursday, March 7 35 Friday, March 8



Follow Jesus
Bible Reading: John 14:5-14
1 1 There is a tall 1-------------------------------------

K I * m onum ent in
1 Æ Pennsylvania. The

Q Ü m onum ent is
about 125 feet tall.

rl Every fall Jf/JS /  AT
many birds leave ffidST / / /

* ■ --------J that area and flv to
the warm South. During the fall, men 
working around the monument find 
many dead birds. All the dead birds are 
young birds. The young birds were fly
ing south for the first time. They fly at 
night and could not see the monument. 
The birds flew into the monument and 
were killed. Older birds were wiser, 
they flew around the monument.

Jesus is wise. We need to follow 
Jesus. Jesus will show us how to live 
each day. He will kepp us from flying 
into danger. Jesus will show us the way 
to eternal life. Jesus is a perfect leader. 
Follow Jesus. —GTH*

The Sparrow
Bible Reading: 1 Timothy 4:11-16

God's plan is 
for the Church to 
grow larger. God 
wants everyone to 
be saved. God's 
plan is for us to 
spread the Good 
News of Jesus. If 

we love Jesus, we will tell others about 
Him. If all Christians tell others about 
Jesus, the Church will grow.

In 1861 the house sparrow came to 
the United States from England. The 
sparrows grew and grew in numbers 
until now they are the most numerous of 
all birds. Just as the sparrows have grown 
in numbers, Christians should grow in 
numbers, too.

Let's make friends with other people. 
Then when we find a good time to speak 
about Jesus, we can tell them what Jesus 
has done for us. Let's teach others about 
Jesus by the way we live—with our love, 
faith, and pure life. Then God's Church 
will grow. —GTH*

"Jesus answered, 'I am the way. I am the 
truth and the life. The only way to the Father 
is through me.' " John 14:6

PRAYER: Thank You, God, for my per
fect leader, Jesus. Please help me follow 
Him daily. In Jesus' name. Amen.

"The believers were scattered everywhere. 
Every place the believers went they told 
people the Good News." Acts 8:4

PRAYER: Father in Heaven, help me to 
make friends with people. Help me to 
pray for them and tell them about Jesus. 
In Jesus' name. Amen.

Saturday, March 9 36 Sunday, March 10

Don't Be Trapped
Bible Reading: John 8:31-38

M any p as
sages in the Bible 
are about Satan. 
They tell us how 
he is trying to trick 
us into following 
him. Satan is a liar, 
and is against the

truth. Be careful!
Lobster fishing is a multi-million 

dollar business in North America. Lob
ster fishermen bait wooden traps with 
oily, dead fish. Lobsters like this bait. 
The fishermen then lower the traps from 
a boat into shallow water. The traps rest 
on the bottom. When the lobsters go into 
the traps to get the bait, they find out, too 
late, that they cannot get out again. They 
are trapped. The lobsters are then pulled 
up into the boat and sold for food.

This is the way Satan works to trap 
us. He offers us things we think we 
want. After we have them, we realize 
that we are trapped, and we do not have 
what we want most—freedom from sin 
and fellowship with God.

Don't listen to Satan and become 
trapped. Trust in the Lord to keep you 
from Satan's traps. —GTH*

"You must choose for yourselves. But as for 
me and my family, we will serve the Lord."

Joshua 24:15

M y Pheasants
Bible Reading: Acts 26:12-23

W hen my 
brother and I were 
young  boys, a 
friend  gave us 
som e p h easan t 
eggs to hatch. We 
put the eggs under 
one of our chicken 

hens. When the eggs hatched, we made 
an outdoor pen for them. The little pheas
ants escaped many times. We wanted 
the pheasants to stay in our yard. We 
knew they were safe in our yard. We 
were worried because the pheasants 
knew nothing about hunters or hunting 
season.

We could not keep the pheasants in 
the pen. One day, they all escaped. We 
never saw them again. I have often 
wondered what happened to our little 
pheasants. Did a hunter or a wild animal 
kill them, or did they live long and happy 
lives?

I also think about how we often want 
our own way. We might think we are 
right, but only God knows what is best 
for us. Think about Paul while you read 
today's Bible Reading. Paul thought he 
was right, but he was very wrong! Paul 
allowed God to change his life. Will you 
allow God to change your life? —GTH*

"You are only hurting yourself by fighting 
me." Acts 26:13

PRAYER: Father in Heaven, help me to 
seek wisdom from You, so I will never 
fall into Satan's trap. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

PRAYER: Father, give me strength and 
trust to give my life to You. In Jesus' 
name. Amen.

Monday, March 11 37 Tuesday, March 12



N ot Guilty
Bible Reading: John 8:1-11

A woman was 
brought to Jesus 
who was caught in 
the act of adultery. 
According to the 
law of God, adul
tery was punished 
by being stoned to 

death. The Pharisees hoped to trap Jesus. 
If Jesus said, "Let her go," He would be 
guilty of breaking Jewish law. If He said, 
"Stone her," He wouldbe guilty of break
ing Roman law. What would He do?

He said, "Let him who is without 
sin, throw the first stone." When the 
people heard these words, they quietly 
went away. Soon, there was only Jesus 
and the woman. He asked her. "Where 
are your accusers? Has no one con
demned you?" She answered, "No one, 
Lord." Jesus said, "Neither do I con
demn you; go and sin no more."

Jesus died on the cross to pay the 
penalty for our sins. When we come to 
God and accept this sacrifice for our sins, 
we are no longer judged guilty of sin. 
Jesus does not condemn us. He loves us. 
He forgives our sins. The devil may 
condemn us. The world may condemn 
us, but Jesus never does. —CRW

"So now people that are in Christ Jesus are 
not judged guilty." Romans 8:1

PRAYER: Thank You, God, for the sal
vation we find in Jesus. Thank You that 
Jesus took our place and died so that we 
are judged "not guilty." In His name we 
pray. Amen.

Don't Worry
Bible Reading: Philippians 4:6,7

P au l says, 
"D o n 't w orry  
about anything" 
(Philippians 4:6).

H ow  can he 
says this? Don't we 
have m uch to 
worry about? The 

newspapers and TV news are full of 
things to worry about: wars, sickness, 
disease, crime.

Even though Paul was in prison 
when he wrote this, Paul w asn't worried 
about anything. Paul knew that God 
was in control of his life. Paul says to 
pray and ask God to take care of every
thing that causes worry. Then Paul says 
to thank God for taking care of these 
worries (Philippians 4:6,7).

When we pray and ask God to take 
away our worries, God will do it. He 
cares for us and He cares about the things 
that worry us. God will do something 
else. God will give us His peace. His 
peace protects our hearts and minds from 
worry and care.

In Matthew 6:31, Jesus told His dis
ciples not to worry. Take your worries 
to the Lord. Let Him give you peace in 
your heart. —CRW

"Don't worry and say, 'What will we eat?' or 
'What will we drink?' or "What will we 
wear?'... Don't worry, because your Father 
in heaven knows that you need these things."

Matthew 6:31,32

PRAYER: Thank You, Father, for listen
ing to my worries. Thank You for the 
peace You give through Jesus. Amen.

Wednesday, March 13 38 Thursday, March 14

Try Jesus
Bible Reading: 2 Corinthians 13:5-9

A program on 
my com puter 
shows many pic
tures of 'bubbles' 
you can fill in. You 
can type in words 
like 'rem em ber/ 
'serve/ 'h e lp / or 

'consider/ inside the bubble to print out.
When I thought about the many 

ways I could fill in those bubbles with 
special words, I thought of the word 
'try.' One of my favorite songs is "Try 
Jesus, Man of Galilee." This means to get 
to know Jesus and learn what a differ
ence He can make in your life.

I have always been blessed by the 
devotions and art w ork by George 
Hamer. Recently I read that he had sent 
in 800 devotions. What a blessing these 
have been to me! Then I thought again of 
the word 'try.' I want to do what it says; 
I will 'try ' to write a devotion, too.

Our Bible Reading tells us to look 
closely at our lives and see if we are 
really living in the faith. As a Christian 
our goal is to be like Jesus. We do the best 
we can to live the right way. We try hard 
to do what Jesus wants us to do. When 
we try to do our best, Jesus will help us, 
and we will succeed. —RDC

"Try to be perfect. Do the things I have asked 
you to do. Agree in your minds with each 
other, and live in peace. Then the God of love 
and peace will be with you."

2 Corinthians 13:11

PRAYER: Dear Father, help us as we try 
to live for You. In Jesus' name. Amen.

It Was Good
Bible Reading: Genesis 1:1-13

We know that 
life in heaven is our 
goal. We know  
h app iness  and  
love will greet us 
when our lives on 
Earth come to an 
end. We will again 

see our precious friends and relatives 
who died before us.

But while we are still here on Earth, 
we have work to do. God did not create 
Earth as a waiting room. God made a 
beautiful world, and He left man in 
charge of caring for it. As God finished 
each creation, He looked at it, and said, 
"It is good" (Genesis 1:4,10,12, etc.).

But many people have not treated 
the earth as God's masterpiece. They 
have not cared for this beautiful work of 
God. They have not even realized that 
the earth is a masterpiece created by 
God. They have just used what they 
wanted of the earth's resources. They 
have polluted, Uttered, spoiled and 
wasted the things God has given.

Let's take care of God's Earth. Let's 
respect it, and do what we can to take 
care of it while we are here. —HW*

"Godgave them a blessing. God said to them, 
"Have many children and spread across the 
earth. Fill the earth and control it.

Genesis 1:28

PRAYER: ThankYou, God, for the beau
tiful world You made. Help us to care 
for it. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Friday, March 15 39 Saturday, March 16



Foolish Beaver
Bible Reading: Psalm 40:1-5

"Look at that 
beaver. He's try
ing to dam up the 
flood!"

We were safe 
in our h illtop  
house p a tien tly  
w aiting  for the 

flood waters surrounding us to recede. 
The fat beaver had no such patience. He 
was frantically cutting down trees, but 
they immediately floated away in the 
swift water. The task was impossible, 
but he was determined, and foolishly 
continued trying.

The garter snakes, however, crawled 
up into the island of safety on the hill, 
waiting until the water was gone and 
they could move back into their holes.

Jesus said we should "be smart like 
snakes" (Matthew 10:16). In this situa
tion the snakes were wise. We should 
learn a lesson from the snakes and the 
beaver. The beaver used much energy 
trying to dam up the flood. Like him, we 
often rush around trying to take care of 
some problem that is really beyond our 
control. Instead, we need to be more like 
the snake, and patiently wait on the Lord. 
He will help us. —VEB

"Trust the Lord, and wait for his help."
Psalm 37:7

PRAYER: Lord, when the floods of life 
threaten to overwhelm me, help me to 
trust in you and wait upon your wisdom 
and guidance. In Jesus' name. Amen.

In the Dark
Bible Reading: 1 John 1:3-7

One evening, I 
w as busy  w ith  
many little tasks 
when the lights in 
the  house  w en t 
out.

I th o u g h t, 
"They'll come on 

soon. I won't bother to hunt up candles. 
I'll just take a rest from my work."

As I sat in the dark, rocking in my 
favorite chair, I began to pray. I had been 
too occupied all day long to take time to 
talk and listen to God. It took the dark
ness to make me lay aside my work and 
turn to my Heavenly Father.

Then I realized that was a lot like our 
lives. Sometimes it takes dark experi
ences (troubles and trials) to make us 
turn to our Heavenly Father for help and 
comfort.

Don't wait for dark days to talk to 
God. Make time every day to spend 
with God. Yes, He will help us in times 
of trouble, but He will also make the 
good days better. Jesus truly is the light 
of the world, making every day brighter.

—VEB

"In him there was life. That life was light 
(understanding, goodness) for the people of 
the world." John 1:4

PRAYER: Thank You, Father, that You 
hold my hand as I walk in dark places, 
but help me to remember to turn to You 
daily in good times and bad. In Jesus' 
name. Amen.

Sunday, March 17 40 Monday, March 18

Playhouse Curtains
Bible Reading: Colossians 3:12-17
'------------ -----------  Each summer

when I was a child, 
my father cleaned 
out a shed for the 

— girls in the neigh- 
borhood to use as 

IU  a playhouse. We 
^ ---------- LLii------ aii brought trea
sures to furnish and decorate it. Usually 
we had a wonderful time in our little 
house.

Cathryn brought lace curtains to 
cover the windows. However, she often 
became mad when something displeased 
her. She w ould angrily take down 
the curtains and stomp across the yard, 
dragging them behind her.

I have told this story to my family, 
and I sometimes hear them say laugh
ingly, "If you don't do what I want, I'll 
take my lace curtains and go home!"

But it is no laughing matter when 
adults quarrel and insist on our own 
way. Our Bible Reading tells us to for
give each other, because God forgave us. 
Nehemiah 9:17 reminds us God is for
giving, gracious, compassionate, slow to 
anger and abounding in love. Jesus 
showed us this love in His life on earth. 
May we follow His example. —VEB

"Never be bitter or angry or mad. Never 
shout angrily or say things to hurt other 
people. Never do anything evil. "

Ephesians 4:31

PRAYER: Dear Father, help us to be 
more like Jesus. Help us to rid ourselves 
of bitterness and anger. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

Computer Wipeout
Bible Reading: Ecclesiastes 12:1-7

As I shut off 
m y com puter, I 
thought, "Oh, no! 
I forgot to save my 
work!" It was with 
a sinking feeling 
th a t I rea lized  
som e im p o rtan t 

material was wiped out. It was lost, and 
I could never reproduce it.

As I sat looking at the blank com
puter screen, I thought, "This is like 
death." Those words are gone just as 
some of my loved ones are, and I can 
never touch them on earth again. The 
things I would have done, are forever 
impossible to do or say now for those 
precious people.

(Of course, there is a sense in which 
it is not like death, too. Christians know 
that death is not the end. We will live 
again with our Lord in heaven.)

My lost computer work aroused an 
overwhelming sense of finality in me. 
The feeling reminded me that I can't 
delay doing things for people until they, 
too, are gone. —VEB

"Your life is important. Your life is valuable, 
like gold or silver. But soon it will be like a
broken thread or a broken bowl Your body
came from the earth. And when you die, it 
will become part of the earth again. But your 
spirit came from God. And after your body 
dies, your spirit will go to God again. "

Ecclesiastes 12:6,7
PRAYER: Father, help me to show my 
love and Yours to those around me, while 
I yet have time on earth. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

Tuesday, March 19 41 Wednesday, March 20



Living In His Light
Bible Reading: John 8:12-18

In her garage, 
my cousin Donna 
has a huge table on 
w hich she does 
stained glass work. 
She covers the 
table with a paper 
pattern, then cuts 

and fits each piece of red, blue, purple or 
clear glass and joins it with others. Once 
her work is complete, she polishes her 
masterpiece and hangs it. Light shines 
through the design and makes glorious 
patterns of colored light on the walls and 
floor of her living room.

One afternoon, as I watched Donna 
work, I imagined the Master Designer— 
God—working on my life, cutting and 
joining the pieces to fit into his perfect 
design.

I thought of the struggles and diffi
cult times in my life. "The process is not 
fun," I thought, "but the result is beauty 
as we mature and learn to trust God." It 
was then, with joy, I imagined being 
lifted to a place of splendor which would 
allow God's light to shine through me to 
enrich (bless) the lives of other people.

—D SK i

"Jesus said, 'I am the light of the world. The 
person that follows me will never live in 
darkness. That person will have the light 
that gives life. ' " John 8:12

PRAYER: God, thank You for the work 
You perform in our lives. May Your 
light always shine through me to touch 
other people. In Jesus name. Amen.

Countdown to Calvary
Bible Reading: Galatians 4:4-7

In our m odem 
scientific age the 
w ord  "co u n t
down" is used and 
understood. We 
know that before 
an atomic blast o r 
the launching of a 

missile into space that the "countdown" 
is necessary to carefully prepare for the 
event.

The word "countdown" is never 
used in the Bible. It was an unknown 
idea until recent times. However, as we 
look at Biblical history God's plan to 
bring His Son into the world seems much 
like a "countdown." Surely He was care
fully planning this great event during 
the ages of the patriarchs, the kings and 
the prophets.

Paul the apostle wrote, "But when 
the right time came, God sent his Son" 
(Galatians 4:4). We could say, "When 
God's countdown was complete, God 
sent his Son." The countdown was fin
ished at Calvary where God's Son gave 
Himself in sacrifice for us. —HLN

"God did this so that he could buy the free
dom of the people who were under the law. 
God's purpose was to make us his children. "

Galatians 4:5

PRAYER: Lord, thank You for Your 
plan to provide us a Savior. In Jesus' 
name. Amen.

Thursday, March 21 42 Friday, March 22

Countdown -13 Countdown -12
Bible Reading: John 1:14-18

The final 
stages of G od 's 
"coun tdow n" to 
C alvary  began 
when Jesus Christ 
w as bo rn  in 
Bethlehem. Unlike 
us, Jesus lived be

fore He was bom. He had an eternal 
existence as God before the world ever 
was (John 1:1-3).

The baby Jesus in the manger was 
centuries older than the mother that gave 
birth to him. We often wonder whether 
Jesus, as a baby, had knowledge of all 
this or whether He limited Himself and 
grew up as any other child.

Did Jesus know as a toddler in 
Nazareth that He was the Son of God? 
We do know that at age 12, Jesus was 
aware that God was His father. He said, 
"You should have known that I must be 
where my Father's (God's) work is!" 
(Luke 2:49). Though Joseph and Mary 
did not understand, Jesus was then aware 
of God's countdown to Calvary and His 
part in it. —HLN

Bible Reading: John 7:25-30
T h ro u g h o u t 

the three year min
istry of Jesus, He 
was aware of the 
countdown to Cal
vary. At the wed
ding feast in Cana 
Jesus told Mary, 

"My time has not yet come" (John 2:4). 
This was early in the first year of His 
ministry.

In John 7:30 when Jesus' enemies 
tried to kill Him, the scripture says, "It 
was not yet the right time for Jesus to be 
killed." Later in the third year of minis
try when Jesus was in Jerusalem teach
ing in the temple, his enemies could 
have arrested Him. John said, "But no 
person arrested him. The right time for 
Jesus had not yet come" (John 8:20).

Jesus knew throughout His minis
try that there was a right time, a right 
place, and a right occasion for His death. 
The countdown must be done as God 
had planned, not as men might scheme. 
It must be done so all could see. —HLN

"The Word became a man and lived among 
us." John 1:14

"King Agrippa knows about these things 
. . .  Because these things happened where all 
people could see. " Acts 26:26

PRAYER: Lord, we praise You for lov
ing us so much that You would bring 
Your Son into the world. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

PRAYER: Lord, we ask You to fulfill 
Your plan for our life as You did for 
Jesus' life. In His name. Amen.

Saturday, March 23 43 Sunday, March 24



Countdown -11 Countdown -10
Bible Reading: John 13:1

During his fi
nal week of minis
try  Jesus an 
nounced, "Now is 
the time for the Son 
of Man to receive 
his glory" (John 
12:23). The place 

was Jerusalem. The occasion was the 
Jewish feast of Passover when the lamb 
was killed and eaten to remember God's 
salvation from the slavery in Egypt cen
turies before.

The final stages of God's countdown 
to Calvary had now begun. It was time 
for Jesus to die, to "leave this world," 
and "to go back to the Father" (John 
13:1). Jesus' sufferings are about to be
gin but first Jesus washed His disciples' 
feet to teach them a lesson in service and 
humility. Then Jesus commanded them 
to remember Him in the future. How? 
By eating the bread and drinking the cup 
of the Lord's Supper. He said, "My 
blood (death) begins the new agreement 
from God to his people" (Matthew26:28).

The Lord's Supper can help us to 
remember God's countdown. —HLN

Bible Reading: Luke 22:39-46
The sufferings 

of Jesus in  the 
countdown to Cal
vary actually begin 
in Gethsemane, at 
m idnight, in the 
agonizing prayer 
of Jesus. Dr. Luke 

describes the suffering of our Savior in 
these words, "Jesus was full of pain, 
he struggled hard in prayer. Sweat 
d ripped  from his face like he was 
bleeding" (Luke 22:44).

The battle Jesus fought that night 
was the "conflict of the ages." It was a 
battle between the justice of God and the 
love of God. When Jesus prayed, "do 
what you want, not what I want," the 
love of God won the victory. Jesus ac
cepted the "cup of suffering" and the 
result was Calvary. The countdown en
tered its final stages.

God looked down upon the scene. 
He saw you and me and loved us so 
much that He was willing to give up His 
only Son for us! Marvelous! —HLN

"Every time you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you make known the Lord's death until 
he comes." 1 Corinthians 11:26

PRAYER: Lord, help us to remember 
Your sufferings and death each Sunday 
in the Lord's Supper. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

"Thanks be to God for his gift that is too 
wonderful to explain." 2 Corinthians 9:15

PRAYER: Dear Lord, Your ways are too 
wonderful for us to understand. We 
praise You this day. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

Monday, March 25 44 Tuesday, March 26

Countdown - 9
Bible Reading: Matthew 26:47-56

Jesus suffered 
unto ld  pain and 
agony before He 
ever saw the cross. 
F ollow ing  the 
"sw eat d rops of 
b lood" in G eth
semane, Jesus was 

seized by a group of Jewish soldiers led 
by Judas.

After the kiss of betrayal and Peter's 
misguided defense with his sword, the 
scriptures say, "Then all of Jesus' follow
ers left him and ran away." Jesus was 
now alone in the hands of His enemies. 
His disciples had pledged their loyalty 
to Him, but in the time of testing they 
failed. Jesus was bound and led away 
into the night.

The countdown to Calvary was a 
lonely one for our Savior. (Paul the 
Apostle had a similar experience that he 
spoke of in 2 Timothy 4:16.)

A beautiful song speaks of the lone
liness of Christ:

"It was alone the Savior prayed 
in dark Gethsemane 

Alone he drained the bitter cup 
and suffered there for me."

Jesus experienced this loneliness so that 
we need never be lonely in life or in 
death. —HLN

"1 have trodden the winepress alone, and of 
the people thei e was none with me."

Isaiah 63:3 KJV

PRAYER: Lord, help me to know that 
You are always with me in every experi
ence. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Countdown - 8
Bible Reading: Matthew 26:57-68

In the count
down to Calvary 
we can count six 
different trials of 
Jesus. He was first 
b ro u g h t before  
Annas, the elderly 
priest of the Jew

ish people. Evidently this first trial was 
like a preliminary hearing. It is only 
mentioned in John 18:12-14.

The second trial was held during 
the night before Caiphas, the high priest, 
and others of the Sanhedrin Council. 
False witnesses were brought to testify 
against Jesus. They decided Jesus was 
guilty of speaking against God.

The Scriptures tells us of further 
suffering when people "hit him with 
their fists" and other "slapped Jesus." 
The also "spit in Jesus' face." The face 
and head of Jesus were probably swol
len and bruised and not a pleasant 
sight to look at. An ancient prophecy 
says, "He was hurt so badly that they 
could  h a rd ly  recognize him  as a 
man" (Isaiah 42:14).

After these two m idnight trials, 
Jesus was imprisoned alone somewhere 
until the next morning when he would 
face four more trials. Remember, Jesus 
was not guilty, we were, and He took 
our place. —HLN

"The Jews answered, 'He is guilty, and he 
must die.' " Matthew 26:66

PRAYER: Lord, help us this day to live 
a life that shows our thankfulness to 
You. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Wednesday, March 27 45 Thursday, March 28



Countdown - 7
Bible Reading: Luke 23:1-12

The co u n t
down to Calvary 
continued as an 
early morning trial 
was called so that 
all of the council 
and chief priests 
could ratify the de

cision of the illegal midnight trial. The 
decision was made to ask the Roman 
Governor, Pilate, for the death penalty. 
We know there was at least one council 
member who did not agree with the 
decision. He was Joseph of Arimathea 
(Luke23:50,51). Later he andNicodemus 
buried the body of Jesus (John 19:38-42).

The fourth trial of Jesus was held 
early in the morning before Pilate. Pilate 
found out that Jesus was a Galilean so he 
sent Him to Herod, the ruler of Galilee 
who was now in Jerusalem for the fifth 
trial. Herod wanted to see a miracle 
from Jesus. When Jesus did not perform 
a miracle or even answer Herod's ques
tions, they mocked Him dressed?him in 
a purple robe, and sent Him back to 
Pilate for the sixth and last trial.

How strange to think of sinful men 
trying God's Son. Jesus was not really on 
trial, they were, and we were the guilty 
ones! —HLN

"Christ died for us while we were still sin
ners. " Romans 5:8

PRAYER: Lord, we are amazed at your 
great mercy toward sinners like us. In 
Jesus' name. Amen.

Countdown - 6
Bible Reading: Matthew 27:11-25

In the count
down to Calvary 
the final trial be
fore P ila te  w as 
filled w ith  both  
hum ilia tion  and 
painful suffering 
for Jesus. It seems 

that Pilate w anted to release Jesus. 
Pilate's wife also tried to gain his release 
(Matthew 27:19). Pilate made five at
tempts to release Jesus. He first an
nounced publicly that he found "noth
ing wrong with this man" (Luke 23:4). 
He next sent Jesus to Herod hoping that 
Herod would dispose of this trouble
some matter.

Pilate's third attempt was to offer to 
release a prisoner, Jesus or Barabbas. He 
must have been amazed when the mob 
shouted to release Barabbas and kill 
Jesus! Pilate then washed his hands and 
placed the guilt on the Jewish mob.

Finally, Pilate resorted to scourging 
(beat with whips or rods) in his final 
attempt to satisfy the blood-thirsty mob. 
But all to no avail. The countdown to 
Calvary will be completed! —HLN

"He was cursed for our guilt. A  debt we 
owed—our punishment— was given to him."

Isaiah 53:5

PRAYER: Dear Lord, thanks for taking 
our guilt and our punishment. We don't 
deserve it. In Jesus' name. Amen.

Friday, March 29 46 Saturday, March 30

Countdown - 5
Bible Reading: Matthew 27:26

Jesus w as 
beaten by Pilate's 
so ld iers  in  the  
countdown to Cal
vary. Jewish law 
said that a person 
could only be hit 
40 times. It became 

the accepted custom to strike 39 times 
andno more (ReadDeuteronomy 25:2,3). 
Sometimes pieces of metal or stone 
(called scorpions) were used in the whip 
(Read 1 Kings 12:11).

Many victims died under the scourg
ing. It was a painful, bloody experience, 
but remember the soldiers were Roman, 
not Jewish. They were not bound by 
Jewish law to no more than 40 stripes. If 
Pilate was attempting to gain Jesus' re
lease (see Luke 23:22), it is possible they 
may have beaten Him until He was un
conscious and close to death. Jesus has 
not yet seen the cross, but already He has 
suffered and bled under beatings and 
scourging.

"The love of God is greater far than 
tongue or pen can ever te ll . . ."  —HLN

"We thought God beat him for something he 
did. But he was given pain to suffer for the 
wrong things we did. " Isaiah 53:4,5

PRAYER: Dear Lord, we are not worthy 
of Your love for us, but we know we are 
hopeless without it. In Jesus' name. 
Amen.

Oh that old rugged cross 
So depised by the world,
Has a wondrous attraction for me;
For the dear Lamb of God 
Left His glory above,
To bear it to dark Calvary.
So I'll cherish the old rugged cross,
Till my trophies at last I lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross, 
And exchange it some day for a crown.

— George Bennard

The Countdown to Calvary 
continues . . . Don't miss the 
April/May/June issue of Daily 
Devotions for the Deaf for the rest 
of Dr. Noe's series concluding on 
Easter Sunday, April 8.
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ministered with the church Dutch attends in Rockford, Illinois.

The chorus of an old hymn reminds us:

Every work for Jesus will be blessed,
But He asks from everyone his best.
Our talents may be few, these may be small,
But unto Him is due our best, our all.

A recent letter from Dutch sums up his desire to give his all to 
serve the Lord by using his artistic talents. Regarding his sketches 
for devotions, he writes, “Maybe I should quit, but I just can’t after 
50 years of drawing everything.” Brother Hamer is truly an inspi
ration for each one of us, as we attempt to use our talents to serve 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Dutch, we thank you for the many years you have faithfully 
shared your talents with us at Deaf Missions. We look forward to 
serving King Jesus with you for years to come.

Clarene 
Erickson puts 

final touches 
on GTH 
Gallery.
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