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About University of Nebraska at Kearney

• Began as a normal school; 
still heavily focused on 
training educators

• 3850 undergraduate and 
1700 graduate students

• ~14% Hispanic/Latine
• 10% Hispanic-serving 

institution; hope to be 20%



Coming to the Plains

• 2017-present; most active 2017-2021
• Grant funded
• Student workers
• Community advisors

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Coming to the Plains: Latinx Stories of Immigration to Central Nebraska uses oral histories to explore the experiences of Latinx immigrants to central Nebraska. Nebraska’s complicated relationship with immigration inspired the Coming to the Plains team to look at the lived realities of Latinx immigrants who have settled in central Nebraska. University of Nebraska at Kearney faculty members Dr. Michelle Warren, Laurinda Weisse, and Jacob Rosdail, assisted by a number of students, worked with Latinx immigrants to record oral histories. 

Twenty members of the Latinx community shared their stories, discussing how and why they came to the area, what challenges they’ve faced, and more. Participants came from Mexico, El Salvador, Honduras, Colombia, Guatemala, and the Dominican Republic, and currently live in a number of central Nebraska towns. The exhibit displays selections from the interviews in 8 themed banners and a video installation.




Participating Communities



Community 
Demographics 
(2021)

City Population % Hispanic or 
Latino

Grand 
Island

52,335 33.0

Hastings 25,037 13.6

Kearney 33,959 9.7

Lexington 10,360 63.3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Communities were chosen partly based on where Dr. Warren had ties and leads on potential interviewees. Logistics also played a part, as each of the cities is about an hour from Kearney. 



Informed Consent

Agency of Participants vs. Acknowledgement of Risks
• Choice of identification
• Choice of recording type
WITH
Open-ended questions to allow participant to control how much they shared



Interviews

• 20 conducted
• Countries represented:

• Colombia
• Dominican Republic
• El Salvador
• Guatemala
• Honduras
• Mexico
• United States

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Yellow countries are those with one participant, red indicates two participants, and blue is three or more participants. In this case, the majority of participants, 10 of them, were from Mexico. While we haven't formally compared this with the proportions of the local Spanish-speaking population which are from each country, this does seem to map with our ancedotal findings. 



Processing Workflow: Plan



Processing Workflow: Reality



Transcription & Translation

• Everything fully bilingual
• Transcription: done by students, in their native language
• Translation: begun by Modern Languages class, as a group; 

additional translations by research assistant, graduate 
assistant, Prof. Weisse and co-PI Dr. Michelle Warren

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We did order a foot pedal and Express Scribe Transcription Software. Together, they were about $100 and really increase the speed at which students can transcribe. A budget setup is also possible. Translation was a process of negotiation. Much translation is very strictly literal, replicating errors. We chose to try to keep the general tone but correct grammatical mistakes that interfered with comprehension. 



Challenges

• Time!
• Turnover
• Competing priorities



Takeaways/Recommendations

• Document everything.
• Build in a lot of time for revisions, more than you think you could 

possibly need. Then double that amount.
• Shared documents are your friend – use the comments heavily 

particularly when translating!
• When possible, have a native-speaker do the final review 

of translation & transcript.



Coming to 
the Plains

Traveling Exhibit



“I think it’s important that our stories get told, because 
our voice is all we have to express ourselves. By having 
it out there, someone is going to hear and relate to it 

and want to tell their stories….we will create a 
collective book of stories that are unique to each 

person.”
– Leslie Garcia

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Leslie is a project participant from both ends. This quote was from the interview she did with Dr. Michelle Warren, but Leslie also works with the project as an interviewer and a transcriber. 



Thanks! Questions 
& comments 

welcome.

Prof. Laurinda Weisse
University of Nebraska at Kearney

weissell@unk.edu

Project homepage: https://comingtotheplains.org/

Interviews and 
project documentation: https://openspaces.unk.edu/cttp/
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