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Senator Edmund §.
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MUSKIE:

O

IM!EGIATELY
‘ rriday, Jurie 18, 1971

The follmr.lno is the transcrmt of an 1nterview with Senator Edmmd S.

”uskie (D« Iame) and CBS con'cs-:ondent Marvin: 1’,..1b on the 1ssue of the -

publicatiofi-of government doamtents on Vietnam’ obtained by - the Mew. Yogfk Times.

= / -

What is_your position on the right of th¢ sovernment to try to stop the
New York 'I‘J.mes from- publlshmq these documents? = -

WelI I “think my instincts are-on the gide- of the freedom of the press. I
recognize that there is a very cdifficult and comrlicated constitutional auestic
involved and T don't think I am in a vosition to tyy to answer that question..
The question of whether'or not the covernment's-own evaluation of the country's
national security interest should nredominate over the First Amendment right

“of tlie Fréélom of the press’ -- I don’ t t'unk that .’ . this has been tried

before in the History of the countty, " I"think that tﬁe effort to stop the
print'of the néwspaper is a-question 6f séfious concein to ail of us and if
it shiduld be“limited or ‘réstricted as a result of this case, 1-have serious

“concern dbout:the implications of it. So my own instincts ‘are that in a

country 'such as oufrs, our-cointry's security-ard really thé credibility and

~ the integrity of ‘our system of coverniment 'is strergthened and enhanced by

KALB:
? in. the: Semte during the yeérs '64 and '65?

HUSYIB:

Freedom of  information for -our neonle. After all,-it'is a governmént that
rests upon the consent of the qoverried ‘and’ if the governed et it be asked

to- consent, they owh‘t to be €u11y infdrme‘! and that id a ver? 'ﬁmdamental rinh

I gather, then that you do feel uncomfortuble about- t}us whole process
of» the govemment mov'inp into. stop tha 'I'1mcs”
Very mach so. ‘Without trymsv to answér the. constitutional quesﬁmn, I am
very iucly concerned about it.. I fuess'what I am saying-is that I would feel

mueh Better with a’ ﬂecision ‘that was mfavorable to-the chvemnent on “this
question. -

‘How did’ you feel comine upon:these articles yourself as a Senator who served

‘s

welY, ‘I haVen’t had an: ovmﬁrfumty o fully: d1qest the disclosures, but
it is cle'*r that we are now being told a lot of thines that we were nct
told at the time that many of the key decisions in which the Conpress was asked

- -toinatrticipate wére made. Tt is dlso &lear that decisions-wére'made in

¥ .

KALB:
MUSKIE:

whith the Congress was not asked to narticipate. which, 4f they had been made
public, midht-have had a different kind of -an dmnact upen Gongressional reactio
‘to'iour nolicies in'Southeast Asia and to the WaT;, “That is a scrious-question,
Vhat' distwdbs fie oy is that we have been told part of the story and the questi
is, should we be told’sll'of the §¥ory. I -have no doubt at all on that questio

‘That Ve should bhe?

I think we should be told the whole story. I think to leave the American
people hanging on part of the story, to leave the Concress hanging on part

-of the story,; would be to undermine further the credibllity of -otr institutions

about policy making mechanisms-and arrancements. "And I don’t think
the country can take that kind of a shock to its political system. So I think
part of the story having been told it should be fully disclosed.
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KALB: How do you do that?

HMUSKIE: Well, I would sunport, and vigorously support, the suegestion of Senator
Mansfield that the Congress conduct hearings investigating every aspect of
these events.

KALB: That would mean calling in some of the leaders of the Kennedy and Johnson
administrations.

MUSKIE: * ‘Yes, L think the whole story ought to be told. Not only primarily
because of the country's interest in having the whole story told, but also
- to-give those whose participation in these-events have been-made suspect an
opportunity to tell their side of the stor)r, I think until we have all of

~ @

it, no one's interests are advamced. It will be vainful., Itwillbe - ™ ==

embarrassing, I am sure. It will be inconvenient and uncomfortable. But
‘those adjeetives describe-something other thaninational security, from my
point of view.

KALB : 11:20 you summon an ex-President to avpear before the Congress to explain
nolicy?

MUSKIE: “Iell I suppose you dnvite. lum Beyond that; it's & diff:.cult qmstion
to answer at this point. But whether or not that should be doneis a questie
- %0 be .decided. But.certain]y there is a great deal. of the.story. to be told-

in addltion to. that. _ .
KALB: Do you feel -any sense of*aisappointment in your party'? e o
MUSKIE: I'Iell I feel a sense of dzsa*mo:mtment in the system because what we have

seen develcm:mg here is a greater and preater inclination to withhold

, information on theg part.of key nolicymakers. -- a greater .and greater inclinat’
-.tg erode the checks.and balances that. are renresentative of the. xelationships
of the Executive and the Congress in this field. An ingreasine inclination
+t0 leave. the Coneress outside of the volicymakine arema. All of-these are

. danaerous: in oyr system of government. And they may still be. going on.

_Thare is-aan inclination, now in this Administration to. bynass the. Congress.
So.it_isp't a partisan.disappointment that I fecl, althoush I.am disaopointed
- that. these events should have taken place when ny party controlled the
administration. But what is more serious than that are the imnlicetions for
the integrity of our system.---and more than that, the: confidence of our -
peonle that their's is a-government which responds-to-their voice, . to:
their will and to their interest. That their's is a system of government whi:
takes. fie peonle into-its confidence, asks itg peonle to. share jw the '
‘great decisions. Now public.confidence in- this. congept..of our system.is
shaken-by these events. It Qught to bg restored and ifi must be restored.
And only by telling the full story can we hope to do that.

KALB: -Senator, you lnew a lot-of the people who have been named in some of the
documents in there named. Do you feel a-personal sense:of ‘betraysl, if
that is the risht temm, in these leaders following one course of action
at the same time as they were telline tha Amemcan meonle: i:hey were following
another course -of action? :

MUSKIE lell , now you .ares asking me to pass._judgmeng.on parsticular 1ndi,v:.duals
. .even: though you don't name them -~ without having the full-story or-without
‘haying the opportunity to fully'digest the documents which bear upon: the
actions of tho particular peonle. The resuls I -deplore.- The way in which
the poligymaking was handled 1 denlore. .But I am not in a. posztmn at
this.point to judge the actions of. particular neoples .

KALB: So many people have the sense of having been mislead in a very, very
serious way.

MUSKIB:  Well, I had that se;nse - but it.is. ,not personalized au'o d .particula-l’
people.at this noint wntil I have had an opnortunity to fully. study the
record, including that which has not been disclosed at all» -
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KALB:

MUSKIB:

MUSKIE:

KALB:

MUSKIRB:
KALB:
MUSKIE:

« 3 -

lthat about the political implications of these disclosures? Do you
seo ‘them having any immediate effect on this campaign?

I think it is a little early to say that; I think it is a little early.
I doubt very much that anybody -- and especially the public in the mass --
have fully digested, fully understand, or fully absorbed the implications
of these papets. And until the public has a chance to react, it would be
very difficult to predict the politics of it.

One other point. I gather you would prefer that:the Times have the right
to publish the rest of the story as it sees fit.

Yos. It is conceivable, I suppose, that in some of these documents
there may be material bearing unon the safety of our troops. I am not posing
that this is the fact, but it is conceivable there may be some material
that would still bs classifiable as top secret in tems of tho real
security interests of our troons, our forces in South Vietnam, and so I
can't judge that. But, as a princivle, I would favor a full disclosure.

At the time in '64 end 'GS you yourself did not know or were briefed on
any of these contingency nlans?

No. These 46 or 47 documents are a commlete surnrise to me.
Thank you very much.
Thank you.
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