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[Ann Emerg Med. 2020;76:594.]

A 40-year-old man with no medical history presented to the emergency department with bilateral toe pain, which
developed during 2 to 3 days. He was afebrile and denied associated complaints. Physical examination was significant for
erythematous, tender regions over the toes of both feet (Figures 1 and 2). The patient subsequently had a positive test result
for coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19).

For the diagnosis and teaching points, see page 624.
To view the entire collection of Images in Emergency Medicine, visit www.annemergmed.com.

Figure 1. Dorsal surface of the foot, demonstrating
circumscribed, tender, erythematous, solid elevations of the
skin.

Figure 2. Ventral surface of the foot, demonstrating
circumscribed, tender, erythematous, solid elevations of the
skin.

594 Annals of Emergency Medicine Volume 76, no. 5 : November 2020

IMAGES IN EMERGENCY MEDICINE

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annemergmed.2020.05.012
http://www.annemergmed.com
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.annemergmed.2020.05.012&domain=pdf


previously supported by the Yale Center for Clinical Investigation
KL2 TR000140 from the National Center for Advancing
Translational Science, a component of the National Institutes of
Health, and currently works under contract with the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) in the development of
hospital outcome and efficiency quality measures and rating
systems. Dr. Venkatesh has also been supported by the American
College of Emergency Physicians Emergency Quality Network for
the design, implementation, and analysis of national quality
improvement collaboratives and quality measures for CMS
payment programs.

REFERENCES
1. Pollock JR Jr, Bollig TR, Jack M, Haglin JM, et al. Medicare

reimbursement to physicians decreased for common emergency
medicine services from 2000 to 2020. Ann Emerg Med.
2020;76:615-620.

2. Bodenheimer T, Berenson RA, Rudolf P. The primary care-
specialty income gap: why it matters. Ann Intern Med.
2007;146:301-306.

3. Gao YN. Committee representation and Medicare reimbursements—an
examination of the Resource-Based Relative Value Scale. Health Serv
Res. 2018;53:4353-4370.

4. Berenson RA, Ginsburg PB. Improving the Medicare physician fee
schedule: make it part of value-based payment. Health Aff (Millwood).
2019;38:246-252.

5. US Government Accountability Office. Medicare Physician Payment
Rates. Washington, DC: US Government Accountability Office; 2015.

6. Abir M. Statistical Brief #227. Bethesda, MD: Agency for Healthcare
Research & Quality; 2017.

7. Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis. Consumer Price Index, 1913-.
Available at: https://www.minneapolisfed.org/about-us/monetary-policy/
inflation-calculator/consumer-price-index-1913-. Accessed August 3, 2020.

8. Leigh JP, Tancredi D, Jerant A, et al. Physician wages across
specialties: informing the physician reimbursement debate. Arch
Intern Med. 2010;170:1728-1734.

9. Katz B. 2019-2020 Emergency physician compensation report. Available
at: https://www.acepnow.com/article/2019-2020-emergency-physician-
compensation-report/. Accessed August 3, 2020.

10. Morganti KG, Bauhoff S, Blanchard JC, et al. The evolving role of
emergency departments in the United States. Available at: https://www.
rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR280.html. Accessed August 5, 2020.

11. American Medical Association. History of Medicare conversion factors.
Available at: https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-01/cf-history.
pdf. Accessed August 11, 2020.

12. Federal Reserve Bank of St Louis. Consumer price index for all urban
consumers: medical care in US city average. Available at: https://fred.
stlouisfed.org/series/CPIMEDSL. Accessed August 11, 2020.

Emergency Physician Reimbursement Venkatesh & Janke

624 Annals of Emergency Medicine Volume 76, no. 5 : November 2020

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref6
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/about-us/monetary-policy/inflation-calculator/consumer-price-index-1913-
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/about-us/monetary-policy/inflation-calculator/consumer-price-index-1913-
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0196-0644(20)30456-X/sref8
https://www.acepnow.com/article/2019-2020-emergency-physician-compensation-report/
https://www.acepnow.com/article/2019-2020-emergency-physician-compensation-report/
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR280.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR280.html
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-01/cf-history.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-01/cf-history.pdf
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/CPIMEDSL
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/CPIMEDSL

	Man With Foot Pain
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1608567217.pdf.ofzXY

