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876 - CRIST - for people - cross 

Q: And during the time you sp nt working with th detect 
ives in this cas you saw other peopl that you thought 
were similar in looks to th pe~son that you w r in­
volved with on th night of April 3, 1967, isnt that 
corr ct? 

Y s, it is. 



- CRIST - for p op 1- cross 

Q: Can you tell me what th white looked like? 

A: No, I cant. Th only describpiton I was able to suppl; 
of the whit was that ~e was approximately five foot 
7 Xm:~k•x, ~ive foot 8 in h ight, and m dium to light 
build. 

Q: No furth r d scription than that? 

A: No. 



Q: do you rememb r how old h was1 

A: I b lieved I estimat d his age at approximately 17 
y ars old; 17, 18 years of ag • 

Q: So, he you would definitely think was younger than you; 
it that right? 

A: Yes, I would . 



889 - CRIST - for people - cross 

Q: Now, ~ou dont know whether anyone beside yourself 
saw what occured on st Fourth, do you? 

A: Not to my knowledge, no. 



891 - CRIST - for people - cross 

Q: To the rear of y,ouT 

A: Within th immediate ar a of th car, y s. 

Q: And you didn ' t s e anyone, did you? 

A: ~o, I didnt/ 



O'::'"+ - v.tUb'l' - Ior p op.Le - cross .Jtl 
Q: Now, at any time, Mr. Crist, did you ver d scribe 7' 

th person you saw on th night of April 3d as p r­
haps b ing as small as five foot 8 inches? 

A: Y s, I believ I did. 

Q: Who did you tell that th p rson, th black person was 
involved in the incid nt with you, was five foot 8 
inches tall? 

A: I dont r call. 



95- CRIST - for peop e - cross 

Q: row, you say that you thought the white man' as about 
5-7, is that rigbt? 

A: Yes. 5-7, 5-8. 



904 - CRIST _ for people - cross 

Q: Oh, I didnt understand that. S~ you ar more satis­
fi d with the second sketch than you are with th firs 

A: Yes, but I wasnt totally satisfied with ~he second 
sketch either . 

Q: Did you suggest to him furth r improv merrt:s? 

A: No, I didnt . 



922 - CRI3T - for people- recross 

Q: Ann as I understand your testimony now, you said that 
you \Terent sure that the man ho is portrayed in the 
pictur is the man involved in tbe incident on the 
night of Pril 3d, because to your eye the picture 
doesnt bear a tru likeness to the man you saw, is 
that right? 

A: In mj opinion the photo doesnt offer a mere image of 
him. 



926 - CRIST - for people - redirect 

A: The reservation of caution that to assure myself, that 
I am identifying th wrong person -- right person, and 
not the wrong person, and also, as I said arlier, 
th posibility of an exact duplicate of him is some­
wh re in this world. 



699 0RIST - for people - direct 

Q: .All right. Now will you describe this Negro man who 
appro~ched you as you say and ngaged you in conver 
sat ion. 

Approximately five-ten, five foot leven, medium 
build, medium length hair, clean shav n. Hiss dress 
was neat and clean 

Q: Nhat did you estimate his age to be? 

A: Approximately 18 to 21. 

Q: Do you recall what this man was wearing? 

A: \light colored coat, approximately waist length. 



701 - CRIST - for people - direct 

Q: ow you indicated that there as a white person t/ was 
with,~or appear d to be with this man, th def ndant. 
Will you describe him, as best you are able to? 

His height was approxirnately 5 ' 7", t 5 ' 8". This was 
all I took notic of. 

Q: W 11, what did his age appear to you to be? 

!: His age, I beleive, was around 17, 18 years old. 

Q: Okay. Now you've indicat d that you had some b rs. 
~ r you intoxiated? 

A: In ~y personal opinion, it is a 8trong possibility, b 
but I know at that time I was in complet control 8f 
my faculties. 



705- - CRIST - for people - dir ct 

Q: ·1ould you indicate on the diagram pleas , roughly, 
the point at which you had this argument and confron 
tation w/ the defendant on April 3, 1967? 

A: It would be approxi~ately at the corner of th squar 
labeled, "Purple Onion," and , "playground." 



709 - CRIST - for people - direct 

Q: Did there come a ti~e wh n th defendant and th whit 
person who was th re did something? 

~ell, not at the tim th sergeant arrived, but i~m 
diately after the serg ant arrived they proceeded 

to walk towards Sixth venu and up 0ixth Avenue. 



r people - direct 

Q: lxE••x All right. What did you do, siri 

I turned and looked back and I was going to open the 
door and I s~w the defendant pull what appeared at 
first to be a pipe or a gun from under -- I talce 
that back, I don't know where it came from, just 
that when I turned around he had a gun or a pip , 
what appeared to be one of the two, at the ti~e in his 
bands. 



717 - CRIST - for people - dir ct 

Q: I see. 
·,;as th 

nd when the car was stopped, in what dir ction 
defendant facing? 

A; The defendant was facing east also. 



7?3 - CRIST = for people - dir ct 

Q: Wer you -- how would you describe the way you felt? 
Were you cal~ or upset? Were you -- what? 

A: I'd have to describe it as a stat of shock. 



727 - CRIST - for people - direct 

THE COURT: did you find it on the sidewalk or did pou 
find it in th gutter? 

diteness : Found it down into the steps leading into the 
basement of a building. 

The court: Down the steps leading tnto the basement of a 
building? 

it nss: Yess your Honor. 



729-i30 - CRIST - for people - dir ct 

Q; In fairmaess to the defendant, was there ever a time 
between now and April 3, 1967 when you were less 
than positive? 

y s. 

Q: Did you advise the authorities of that fact? 

A: Yes I did. 

Q: All right. Did you tell the grand jury of that fact? 

A: Yes. 



) - CRI3T - for people - cross 

Q: ·Dd you recall when you were asked would you take 
a look at the photograpn grand jury exhibit Number 1, 
and t 11 us if you recollect the man in that photo­
graph, and that you gave the following answer, "No, 
I don't."? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And thereafter you were questioned, what can you tell 
us if anything about the man in that photograph, and 
you answered, he bears a strong resemblance to the 
colored man, th second one, I met near the corner 
of Sixth Avenue and T ird Street. Do you remember tha 

Yes, I do. 

Q: And then you were asked at the end of the series of qu 
questions: Question: You can't be ~ure if that is 
the man? And you answ red, No. I can't. Is that 
correct. 

A: Yes it is. 



747 - CRIST - for people - cross 

Q: nd would you tell this jury whether or not in the 
early morning hours of pril 3, 1967, you were in­
toxicated? 

A; As I said tn the Grand Jury, I b lleve I was, but as 
r•v also stated, I believ I was in cmplete control 
of my faculties. 



755 - CRIST - for people - cross 

Q: And would it be fair to say that fro~ the ti~e you 
went on leave on Friday, ~arch 31, 1967, to the time y 
you left Cornwall, at 7p.m., on April 2, 1967, you 
have no recqll ction of what you did? 

A; Yes, it would be fair to say. 



762 - CRIST - for peopl e - cross 

Q: Well Mr . Crist , you ar 
get the testim ny from 
many bars you wer in, 
beers you had , is that 

A; Yes . 

the witness and I ' m tryint to 
you, you dont reme~ber how 
and you don ' t reme11ber bo\; many 
correct? 



772 - CRI3T - for people - cross 

Q: You were ranning in the street? 

A; Jorrect. 

Q: 1as there traffic in the street? 

A; Yes, but it was light. 



794 - CRI3T - iz:rD1s::s: for p opl - cross 

Q: You caught him from the r ar on i'fest Third and you struc 
him in th r ar of th h ad, is that correct? 

~ A: I ' d say in the rear of th n ck. 

He w nt down to th ground, is that right? 

A: Yes . 

Q: And xkx th n what did you do? 

A: I stood ov r him waiting for him to g t back up. 



lST - ror people - cross 

Q: N3~, as Offic r Dowd cam ov r, h saw Mr. Bernfiardt 
g tting up from your bl-0w. hat dfd h do th n? 

/ ,, 
A: H inquir d as to hat bad happ n 

./ 

Q: Did true~ Mr. B rnhardt? 

A: Y s, h / 
Q; H mpt to place you und r arr st, did h 1 

A: didnt. 

Q: Now, would you say you w re in a state of high agitation 
at th point that you struck Mr. Bernhardt? 

Yes. 



798 - CRIST - for p opl• - cross 

Q: ihere was your first contact? 

A: At th , approximately at th point wh r th playground 
m ets th side wall of the 1stablishm nt called th 
Purple Onion. 



799 - CRIST - for p ople - cross 

Q: In other words, when you 
the second black and th 
th y w re facing east on 
is that correct? 

had your confronaation with 
first white at this p riod, 
th north side of West Third, 

A: No, I don't b liev they were facing east, they w r 
facing x•st me, and they had th ir backs to th stre t 
so they would hav been facing north on th north side 
of West Third. 



800 - CRIST - p opl - cross 

Q: Which fellow was to th west, the black or ~he white? 

A: Th white man was to th w st. 

Q: Ar you sur of th se relationships? 

A: Yes, I am. 



eo4 CRIST - for people - cross 

Q: At th tim this confrontation took place, you thought 
you wer intoxicat d, did you not? 

A: I said yest rday ther was a strong possibility of it. 
I don ' t r call xactly wheth r I was nr not. 



ovo - urtiD~ - Ior p opi - cross 

Q: Did Sergeant Kroll talk to you at that tim ? 

A: y s, h did. 

Q: Did h talk to any on els ? 

A: I b li Ve h spoke to th• def ndant also. 

Q: You b li ve or do you know b spok to the defendant? 

A: I'm sure he spoke to th defendant. 



10 - CRIST - for p opl - croso 

Q: nell, in th statem nt on t~ Def ndant's Exhibit corr c1 
or incorrect? 

A: I bell v it is incorrect. It was -- may have be n as 
I gave the statem nt int •pr ted wrong and typ d wrong. 
But I'm sure Sgt Kroll spok to the d f ndant. 
Words wer exchanged b tw en the two • . . . 

Q: It's your testimony that th statement on Defendants 
Exhibit C that I r ad to you is incorrect? 

A: Yes, it is. 

Q: And that statement was taken sometimes before April 17, 
19671 XExtkxt~mM 

A: Y s, it was. 

Q: Would your memory be bett r now than it was then of thi~ 
incid nt? 

A: I believ so. 



814 - CRIST - for people - cross 

Q: vfhat was your stat of mind before th shooting as you 
got in the car with Sgt Kroll? 

A: I dont recall. 



- cross 

Q: And how long dt s it ~ake to drive from NYC to Norflok, 
if you know? 

A: Approx1mat ly four and a hal'f, five hours. 

Q: So that you would have r turned late, and you would hav4 
been AWOL, if you would have gone back to Norfolk, by 
ground transportation, isnt that right? 

A: That is true. 



817 - ~i~~~i CRIST - for peopl - cross 

Q: ~l•ll, wasn't it your int nt to find the black and white 
man and start a fight? 

A: Yes, it was. 



818 - CRIST - for peopl - cross 

Q: Were you driving quickly, slowly, at a regular pace? 

A: I would classify it as a r gular pac • 

Q: Did you encount r any traffic? 

As I -- earlier, th traffic was light on Sixth Avenu • 

Q: It was light on Zixth Avenue? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And you turned right on Sixth Avenue? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Is that corr ct? 

A: Y s. 



819 - CRIST - for people - cross ~ 'r~ 

Q: And that is a one way street going uptown, is that righ1 

A: I b li Ve SO. 

Q: And it has many lan s, is that right? 

A: I b li ve so, y s. 

And th• traffic was light, at that point? 

A. Yes. 



820 - CRISY - for people - cross 

Q: How fast w r you driving up Avenue of th Americas? 

A: I couldnt say. I wasnt within vi w of the speedomet r, 
ther • 

Q: Nonnal spe d? 

A: Yes. 

Q? Would you say? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Car wasnt b ing driven out of control at that period of 
tim ? 

A: No. 



821 - CRI T - for p opl - cross 

Q: Was it? 

A: No, it was not. 

Q: The wh ls w rent scr eching, were they? 

A: I dont believ so, no. 

Q: And you turned, you turned right into West Fourth Str e• 
· is that corr ct? 

A: Yes, this is corr ct. 

Q: Did you have to cut off any cars to mak that turn? 

A: Not to my r collecti~n, no. 



825 - CRIST - for p opl - cross 

Q: You looking at th m through your windshield? 

A: l>e s ... 
Q: Now, at that point wouldnt it be fair to say that you 

saw jus' a balck and a white, no1 -- •x• or even two 
peopl ; not two p ople that you could Q- which one of 
whom you could id ntify? 

A: I saw two p ople which I assum d to be ... 
assumed to b by gen ral siz , w ight, h ight, type 
of clothing, hair style, et c t ra. 



832 - CRIST - for p ople - cross 

Q: In substanc what did he say? 

A: In substance that if he came any clos r h would shoot. 



833 - CRIST - for peopl - cross 

Q: In other words on -- you wer in the act of op ning 
the do~r to get out and attack th se two people in 
the str t, is that right? u 

A: Yes I was. 



835 _ CRIST - for people - cross 

Q: You didnt attempt to give him first aid, did you? 

A: _o. At the time I presum d that h was dead. 

Q: !r you trained in first aid as a sailor 1 

A: I'v had a cours in first aid, yes. 



839 - CRIST - for p ople - cross 

A: I got out of the car and found a bag similar to th 
brown bag shown. 

Q: And wh r did you find that? 

A: I found it on, off the sid walk in an ar a near th 
st ps of a building. 



839 _ CRIST - for p opl - cross 

Q: dt the SB n did you s ~ to any d t ctiv s at this 
point? 

A: I b 11 v so, y s. 

Q: rho do you b 11 ve you spoke to? 

A: I dont r call names or fac s of persons I spok to then 

Q: W r you shown any on ? 

A: I dont beli v so, no. 



841 - CRIST - for poepl - cross 

Q: In oth r words you hav no ind pend nt r collection of 
what any of the officers looked lik that you wer 
dealing with the morning of April 3, 1967, is that 
corr ct? 

A: Correct. 



843 - CRIST - for people - cross 

Q: Wer you under control of yourself? 

A: I dont b li ve I was acting irrational in th polio 
stateion, no. 



844 - CRIST - for pop 1 - cross 

Q: So you could have b en sw aring at people, is that 
right? 

A: Y s, this is possibl , yes. 



9 - CRIST - for people - cross 

Q: Do you recall v r having cat goriz d the jack t as 
an Eis nhower Jack t? 

A: I recall describing it as an Eisenhow r typ jacket, 
y s. 



- CRIST - for people - cross 

THE COURT: I"v sustain d the obj ction. It has b en 
established, and you can go on from here, that this 
witn ss was six foot and a half inch, and he says that 
th man he was talking to was fiv foot t n, or elev n, 
which m ans that ~e was th tall r of the two. Now 
that's establish d. No.j go on from ther • 

Q: And how did you say he w~s dr ss d, th black? 

A: In a light coat, waist 1 ngth, and trous rs; color 
typ I ddnt take not of. 

Q: A light co at? 

A: Yes, light color. 

Q: Ar you quit sure of that? 

A: Y s. 



851 - CRIST - for p opl - cross 

Q: Did you see th white or the black person that you 
confronted on st Third 8tr t carrying antyhing? 

A: At th time I did not. 

Q: As a matter of fact, you nev r saw them carrying any­
thing, did you? 

A: I dont recall seeing th m carrying anything, no. 



852 - CRIST - for people - cross 

Q: Now, on th confrontation at W st Third, you w r 
standing face to fac to both of th s p opl is 
that right? 

A: Y s, I was. 

Q: And you saw no bag at that tim ? 

A: I b lieve I said arl1 r my a~t ntion was focused on 
th d f ndant at that tim • 

Q: I am not asking you wh r your att ntion was focus d; 
I'm asking you what you saw, sir? 

A: No, I dd not s e a bag. 



854 - CRIST - for peopl - cross 

Q: Did you v r r m mber using th phras "An averag 
shap d fac "? 

A: It's possibl , 1•s. . . . 
Q: ••• What do you man by an averag shaped face? 

A: It didnt b ar any cbaract ristics which wuld b associa 
t d with a--say th Chin s rac such as a slight slant 
to th yes. Th r was nothing--nothing d finitedly 
diff r nt from th majority of th r st of th p opl 
in th world that made it stand out in my mind. 

Q: In oth r words, it was lik most oth r black faces; is 
that what you ar trying to say? 

A: y s, lik the averag looks of a person that you pass 
in th stre t. 

Q: Lik the av rage black p rson you pass in th stre t; 
isnt that correct? 

A: t!ES. 



859 - CRIST - for p opl - cross 

Q: Now, how old did you think th p rson you say th d f n 
dant was? 

A: I judged the ag to b 18 to 22. 



867 - CRIST - for p opl - cross 

Q: But could you hav told Lt. Stone s vent n to 20? 

A: It's possibl • It's within that ag limits. 



tl69 - CRIST - for peopl - cross 

A: The ch kbones w re high r than is normally associated 
with a person, I8d say thy wer not as high as is 
g nerally associat d with a p rson of th Indian rac • 
Such as Apach or Sioux. It wasnt that distinguish d. . . . 

Q: Now, dojou rem mber at the first h aring b ing ask d 
the following question: Question: Hav high cheekbones 
or low cheeckbon s -- page 376 -- and you answ r I cou 
ldn't remember. Do you remember giving that t stimony? 

A: No, I dont. 
th course of 

But now I am focus d in my memory back to 
v nts, not to th pr vious hearings, now. 



872- CRIST - for p opl - cross 

Q: And w 11, did you actually se the artist making th 
sketch? 

A: Yes, I did. 

Q: And then aft r he made it did you t 11 him that that 
was satisfactory to you? 

A: At the point of th first sketch, I b li ved it was 
th b st possibl job both I could do and the artist 
could do. 
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