
Creating Change: The Online Journal of Zines about Social Creating Change: The Online Journal of Zines about Social 

Movements Movements 

Volume 5 Undergraduate Social Work Students Article 15 

2023 

Free Love Free Love 

Bonita Southard 
Tennessee State University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/creating_change 

 Part of the Social Work Commons, and the Urban Studies and Planning Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Southard, Bonita (2023) "Free Love," Creating Change: The Online Journal of Zines about Social 
Movements: Vol. 5, Article 15. 
Available at: https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/creating_change/vol5/iss1/15 

This Zines - Print and Foldable is brought to you for free and open access by the Department of Social Work and 
Urban Studies at Digital Scholarship @ Tennessee State University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Creating 
Change: The Online Journal of Zines about Social Movements by an authorized editor of Digital Scholarship @ 
Tennessee State University. For more information, please contact XGE@Tnstate.edu. 

https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/creating_change
https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/creating_change
https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/creating_change/vol5
https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/creating_change/vol5/iss1/15
https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/creating_change?utm_source=digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu%2Fcreating_change%2Fvol5%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/713?utm_source=digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu%2Fcreating_change%2Fvol5%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/436?utm_source=digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu%2Fcreating_change%2Fvol5%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/creating_change/vol5/iss1/15?utm_source=digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu%2Fcreating_change%2Fvol5%2Fiss1%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:XGE@Tnstate.edu


 
 

 

 

 
1

Southard: Free Love

Published by Digital Scholarship @ Tennessee State University, 2023



 
 

The Free Love Movement made its way across the United States and the United Kingdom in the mid-19th century. It 

is a product of libertarian socialism and accepts all forms of love. The movement's initial goal was to separate 

the state from sexual and romantic matters such as birth control, marriage, and adultery. It states that such 

issues should be left up to the people and no one else.  

The movement also rejects the concept of marriage because marriage requires financial, social, and personal 

oppression or “slavery”. Marriage was seen by the MoveMent as difficult due to issues regarding state control and 

imbalances that arise within the union. 

John Humphrey Noyes, an American philosopher, developed the terM “free love.”  the word ‘free’ was 

incorporated to put emphasis on the fact that sexual freedoms should be protected. The movement has expressed 

different needs over time and could be argued that it is still going on today. Although, it always kept true to its 

main goal which is to remove the state. The Free Love Movement paved the way for other movements and social 

policies such as lbgtQ and woMen’s rights regarding equal pay and reproductive rights movements.  

A social movement is a group of people that work together to achieve a common goal. they are groups of people 

involved in a common identity with the same ideology. They work together in opposition to their opponents. Their goals 

are aimed at social change and policy.  Social movements usually start when individuals are informed about an issue 

they are dissatisfied with, or they are experiencing discomfort in their lives.  How has the free love movement 

affected your life in a positive way? How can you support this movement today? 
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