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developed than that of Mick Kelly, Biff Brannon, Jake Blount, or Dr. 
Copeland. He is not a deity, just another townsperson struggling 
to work out his identity. To assert that any one main character is 
the protagonist would be a decoding of the novel that reveals 
one’s own conditions of perception. In The Heart is a Lonely Hunter, 
McCullers envisions a world where identity is static, communica-
tion collapses, and all identities, regardless of categories of social 
identity, and their mutability or immutability, suffer as a result.
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