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COVID 19: A Comparison of Czech Republic and
Japan in Handling the Epidemic

Ivo PLSEK

Abstract
In terms of geography and structural conditions, Japan should have been seriously
afflicted by the COVID-19 epidemic. If judged by the number of COVID deaths or the
necessity to impose nation-wide lockdowns, however, Japan has performed remarkably
well. Particularly if compared to the Czech Republic, Japan’'s mortality rates have been
incomparably low. How can we explain this? Why did Japan fare so much better in
handling the crisis? Was it a question of government policy, a better health care system,
lower obesity rates, or a culture of masks and obedience? In this paper, I investigate
these hypotheses. I find that several factors contributed to the outcome with one
surprising finding being that the Japanese society has proved to be much more apt at the

handling of a new social phenomenon: the age of misinformation.

Keywords : Japan, Czech Republic, COVID-19 response, COVID-19 infection

countermeasures, fake news



