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ABSTRACT

Spatial Mismatch theory is one of the theories that examine poverty and inequality in the social-
Spatial structure of cities. This theory, in its origins (America), considers the Mismatch between
achieving the right job and access to desirable housing in a text of racial-ethnic inequalities. The
aim of the present study was to "conceptually explain the grounds for Spatial Mismatch of work
and residence”, especially in the cities of developing countries and lIran. This research is
theoretical-applied in nature and descriptive-analytical in terms of method. In addition, discourse
analysis has been used to explain the fields of formation and the lack of Spatial Mismatch.
According to the findings of the present study, Spatial Mismatches in the Great Fields (global and
Inclusive changes such as the expansion of Ford-Keynesian and neoliberal , Post Fordism) and its
most objective layer (the inequality between access to Appropriate work and access to housing in
urban structure and space), are similar.

However, geographically, the focus of Spatial Mismatch in developing countries, in contrast to the
US, is mostly on the suburb of cities.

While Spatial Mismatch in the United States is influenced by unequal racial-ethnic contexts,
development of transportation technology, suburbanization, industrialization, and the establishment
of industries and factories, in developing countries it is mainly due to its "unequal structure of
international economic relations,” “implementation.” External development strategies include
"unequal socio-spatial construction”, “"getting caught up in the traps of development traps”
(political instability, selling natural resources, spreading the consequences of neighborly
instability, inefficient governance), and “traps of poverty and corruption" and “unstable pattern of
urban development"..
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Extended Abstract World War 1l urban developments to analyze the
socio-spatial inequalities resulting from the socio-

1. Introduction economic reconstruction of American cities
between affluent (mostly white) suburbs and centers

patial Mismatch is one of the of poverty in central (mostly black) cities. The
theories that has studied inequality theory focuses on the mismatch between the two
and poverty in the socio-spatial basic criteria for achieving a job with adequate
structure of cities. This theory was benefits and access to desirable housing. Despite
developed in the context of post- the historical and widespread history of applying
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the theory of Spatial Mismatch to the study of urban
poverty in the United States, its application in third
world countries, including Iran, has little history. In
addition, the lack of balance between "achieving a
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housing" is one of the basic criteria for representing
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social inequality and poverty in urban areas.
Despite the role of pervasive and global processes
in the production of inequality and urban poverty,
but the mechanism of its production varies
depending on  the  geographical-historical
characteristics of countries. Therefore, the present
article has tried to provide a suitable conceptual
framework for urban poverty analysis in third world
countries, especially Iran. This conceptual
framework is an important step in applying the
theory of Spatial Mismatch between "achieving a
job with adequate benefits and access to decent
housing™ and applying urban poverty analysis,
especially in the country's metropolises.

2. Methods and Material

The present study is conducted in the framework of
the poststructuralist geography paradigm (spatial
discourse analysis) based on the three-dimensional
model of Fairclough critical discourse. The model is
a three-level framework that considers "text",
"processes and mechanisms leading to text
production” and "socio-economic contexts of text
production”. Accordingly, urban poverty centers
due to the lack of proportionality between
"achieving work with appropriate benefits and
access to decent housing" as the final text produced,
the discourse of modernization and structural
adjustment as processes and mechanisms leading to
the production of that text and Fordism regimes and
Post-Fordism was examined and analyzed as a
global and pervasive context for the emergence of
Spatial Mismatch. The required data is also
extracted from the texts related to each of the
aforementioned levels.

3. Results and Discussion

There is not much difference between developed
and developing countries in terms of the final
output due to the Spatial Mismatch of work and
housing (ie, the mismatch between access to
employment with adequate benefits and access to
decent housing). As Athari (2016) while explaining
the concept of "space poverty traps" in Iran,
considers it as an example of the phenomenon of
Spatial Mismatch in American cities. But in the
spatial pattern, processes and mechanisms, as well
as some socio-economic contexts leading to the
production of poverty and Spatial Mismatch of
work and housing, there are many differences
between countries. Spatial Mismatch
inconsistencies in American cities occur in the
context of racial-ethnic inequalities and urban
regeneration mechanisms resulting from the rule of
Fordism and post-Fordism regimes. The values of

the Fordism and post-Fordism regimes, as Harvey
argues (2015, 2013, 2011, 2007), have spread
throughout the world. Thus, while spatial
maladaptation in the United States has been
influenced by racially unequal context, the
development  of  transportation  technology,
suburbanization, and the establishment of
industries and factories, in developing countries it's
largely driven by the "unequal structure of the
political economy of international relations."
Implementation of exogenous development
strategies in "unequal socio-spatial construction™,
"caught in the misery of development traps"”
(political instability, depletion of natural resources,
transmission of the consequences of instability of
neighbors, inefficient governance), “poverty and
corruption traps" and "unsustainable model of
urban development”. In Iran, uneven development,
inequality and poverty have accelerated during the
period of rapid modernization and urbanization, as
well as structural adjustment of production,
reproduction and expansion. This can be seen in
the many researches and official statistics
published. In addition, as Azimi Arani (1992)
argues in the theory of underdeveloped circuits,
Iran is somehow involved in the traps of
development and corruption expressed by Collier
(2007) and Giddens (2012). These factors, in
synergy with other factors at the social and
individual levels and on a regional, urban and
neighborhood scale, have led to the reproduction of
the spatial traps of poverty and the Spatial
Mismatch of work and residence. As a result,
unstable spatial forms resulting from these currents
(worn center and middle zones, informal
settlements and integrated villages) have remained
in the spatial structure of cities, especially Tehran
and metropolises, for several decades.

4. Conclusion

According to the theory of Spatial Mismatch,
wherever there is no balance between the two
criteria of "achieving a job with adequate benefits"
and "access to decent housing”, traps of spatial
poverty are formed. According to the explanation
made in the present study, the Spatial Mismatch of
work and residence in Iran is rooted in
comprehensive and global contexts (expansion of
capitalist relations in the form of Fordism and post-
Fordism regimes) and its main mechanisms
(modernization  and  structural  adjustment
strategies), "trapped in development traps" And
corruption ","entangled in the circuits of economic
underdevelopment "as well as" local contexts and
processes and unsustainable pattern (uncontrolled
and unplanned growth and expansion of the city,
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reproduction of the creation of spatial traps of
poverty) and the weakness of household economic
foundations. "Therefore, as long as there is no
balance between "income and benefits" and "labor
costs of labor, especially housing”, the centers of
Spatial Mismatch, especially in working-class and
low-income neighborhoods, will continue to
produce. And will be reproduced. Thus, the
eradication of spatial traps of poverty and spatial
inconsistencies, except in the shadow of structural-
functional reforms in order to “reduce the
multiplicative effects of development traps and
corruption”, "get out of the orbits of economic
underdevelopment” and “create socio-spatial
stability at the local scale”. It will not be possible.

Keywords': ~ Structural — adjustment programs,
Uneven development, Fordism regime, Post-
Fordism regime, Spatial Mismatch.
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