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Relationship between work attitudes and work values of
female university students: Identity status

Yuna USAMI and Naoko TANAKA

This study examined female university students’ work attitudes and values and explored the relationship

between work attitudes, values, and identity development. Third- and fourth-year female undergraduate

students who reflected on life after graduation participated in the study and responded to a questionnaire. The

results indicated that the participants’ work attitudes emphasized economic considerations, whereas job

selection and work values highlighted working conditions and stable workplaces. Furthermore, more

challenge-oriented students emphasized individual and social aspects of work attitudes rather than economic

aspects when selecting a job. Finally, their identity status and identity achievement emphasized personal and

social aspects of jobs more than identity diffusion. However, identity status was unrelated to economic or non-

home-oriented work attitudes.
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