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An attempt is made to evaluate a prognostic index for patients
suffering from diabetic vascular disease. This is an index which
rehabilitation and placement service personnel can apply for assessing
whether any individual presenting himself for service should be
given extensive rehabilitation services., It is realized that in many
instances the life expectancy of indivi duals who have suffered extensive
vascular change through disease is not great.
A prognostic index of this type was originated by a "Sub-Committee
on Special Problems of the Diabetic Blind," working under the auspices
of the Uhited Community Services Committee for the Study of the Blind
in Omaha, and by extension, Nebraska, Mrs. Gus Wickstrom is chairman
of this committee and David Majors, Secretary. Members of this sub-
committee are as follows:
Morris Margolin, M,D,, Chairman
Frank L. Eagle,M.D.
Gordon E, Gibbs, M.D.
Charles R, Hankins, M.D,
Mary Jo Hemnn, M,D,
Robert P, Heaney, M.D,
Robert A, Slabaugh, M.D,
Dwight Frost, M.D,, Consultant on Rehabilitation
Mrs, Harry F. Scheiderwind, Executive Secretary, Nebraska
Diabetes Association

Mr, Harry Hines, Director of Nebraska State Services for the
Visually Impaired - Ex Officio

Mr., Robert A, Kimball, Social Worker for the Blind

Mrs, Gus Wickstrom, Chairman of the Committee of the Whole.
David Majors, Secretary for the Committee of the Whole.

This committee was charged to investigate the mnique and special
problems presented for the people who have diabetes mellitus and who are
visually handicapped, and to investigate the service problems involving

that group.



This prognostic index was ariginated because of testimony from
the Nebraska State Services for the Visually Impaired that the diabetic
hlind presented an unusually large percentage of their active case load,
and that rehabilitation for such persons was quite difficult.

Before a diabetic, inflicted with blindness or other complications
due to his disease, can be accepted for rehabilitation, the service
involved must carefully evaluate this patient as to his medical status,
vocational experience, personal and social history. The assimilation
and evaluation of this data may mean the difference between success
and failure in his rehabilitaticn.

To assess the personal and social information for purposes of
sound planning toward vocational rehabilitation, the answers to such
questions as the following must be evaluated:

l, In the light of the patient5work history, what are his

prospects for vocational rehabilitation?

2. What can the patient do in view of the resources available,

either as immediate placement or training?

3. Is the patient physically and mentally ready for vocational

rehabilitation?(l)

It is this third question which the rehabilitation and placement
personnel find the most difficulty in evaluating, The fundamental
problem is that the rehabilitation and placement service personnel
have no sufficient criteria for assessing whether any individual

should be given extensive rehabilitation services, realizing that in
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