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Introduction

Conception may be defined as the fertilization of
the ovum, and contraception as any means taken to
prevent this fecundation, Anti-fertility agents and
birth control serve as synonyms for contraception,This
thesis will attempt to trace contraception fromits
origin to the present time, with emphasis on the most
recent advances in the field-oral contraceptives.It
should be noted that no attempt will be made todiscuss

contraception on a moral or religious basis,























































































project, lack of interest was the prime cause of
withdrawal, Between them these two reasons account
for 32-50% of the withdrawal. Since the reactions
are in a large part psychogenic, means for dealing
with them might be devised. It has been shown that
a placebo or an antacid pill will relieve up to 90%
of these reactions. (7) The lack of interest is due
chiefly to the lack of motivation among an economi-
cally low level group.

The high withdrawal rates can also be explained
on the following facts: other methods of contracep-
tion were available, frequent moving, improved
econornnic conditions making limitation of a family
less desirable, and difficulties in initiating a
new method.

An analysis of reactions is given in Table
Three. (59)

In the physicians brochure, published by the
Searle Company, a series of statements are made in
answer to anticipated questions concerning
Enovid: (60)

"l1. Is the method contraceptively
effective? yes

2. Does it cause any significant
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