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INTRODUCTION

Perhaps no other chapter of medicine presents
greater possibilities in preventive pediatric-
orthopedic medicine than congenital dislocation
of the hip. This condition was first recognized
as a definite entity by Hippocrates some 24 cen-
turies ago. Although the congenital nature of the
condition and some of the clinical symptoms were
understood at that early date, many aspects of the
entity are still poorly understood. In almost all
areas, etiology, pathogenesis, diagnosis, and treat-
ment, there are constantly changing concepts. Early
diagnosis and early effective treatment are in their
infancy. Roentgenography has aided considerably in
diagnosis since its discovery at the turn of the
century. However, new signs and symptoms which
will lead to earlier clinical diagnosis are con-
stantly being recognized. Because of these advances
in earlier clinical diagnosis, methods of treat-
ment are becoming more effective. 1Indeed, improved
results of treatment are not to be expected from
newer methods and techniques of open or closed re-
duction. The concept of earlier diagnosis leading
to more effective treatment is embodied in the state-

ment made by Dr. Vittorio Putti (42) of Italy almost




















































































CHART I

Asymmetry Limitation Positive Abnormal
of thigh of abduction Click Roentgen-
creases % % ogram
Females 109 37 33.9 21 19,2 3 18.3
Males 118 bl 37.9 23 19,5 1 A 2.9
Totals 227 81 35.6 Lb 19.4 L 11.8
Incidence of positive findings in 227 nine month old infants
with regard to disloocation of the hip. (Plummer, 35)
CHART 1II
Roentgenographic Asymmetry Limitation Combination Positive Negative
Interpretation of thigh of of Click clinical
creases abduction both exam
Definite Dislocation 12 2 1 2 2 5
Potential Dislocation 15 2 1 1 0 11
Totals 27 4 2 3 2 16

Correlation of clinical and roentgenographic findings in 27

nine month o0ld infants with regard to dislocation of the hip. (27 cases

with abnormal roentgenograms) (Plummer,35)

-29.
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