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間の変形菌群集の類似性を非計量多次元尺度構成法
で解析したところ，材の酸性度に応じて，pH階級4.6以
下とpH階級5.0以上の２つのグループに分けられた．
優占種（相対優占度10%以上）の３種は，材の硬さと材
のpHに対して異なる微環境を選好し，酸性への選好性
（pHの中央値）は，サビムラサキホコリ（pH5.2），クモノ
スホコリ（pH5.4），ツノホコリ（pH5.5）の順に強くなってい
た．他には，サラナシアミホコリとウツボココリが，より酸
性が強い材を選好し，キカミモジホコリは弱酸性の材を
選好した．このような種によるpH選好性の違いは，多様
な腐朽環境へ変形菌の分布を広げ，種多様性を創出す
る要因になっていると考えられる．

要約
原生生物のアメーバゾアに属する変形菌は，多くの種

が枯死木で生育する．しかし，材の腐朽環境に対して各
種がどのように生育しているのかは分かっていない．本
研究では，枯死木上で変形菌子実体が出現した部位の
材の性質（硬さ・含水率・pH）を調べ，種による材の腐朽
環境への選好性を解析した．調査地には，アカマツ腐朽
木が豊富に存在する２地点の二次林を選定し，夏季に
集中的に調査した．その結果，観察した534の変形菌子
実体コロニーから11属23分類群を確認した．材のpH（0.4 
段階ごとに区切った階級）における子実体コロニーの出
現頻度と出現した分類群数の度数分布をとると，pH階
級5.8～pH階級6.2で最大値を示した．さらに，pH階級 （2022年１月６日受理）
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　Short Report

Japanese marten, Martes melampus melampus, first 
camera-trapped in an urban residential area 

in Okayama City, western Japan
Hiroyuki TAKASAKI1*

Abstract: A camera trap recorded a Japanese marten for the first time in an urban residential area in 
Okayama City, western Japan. It is an unlikely location to expect occurrence of the species.
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The Japanese marten (Martes melampus 
melampus) is listed as a game animal (https://
www.env.go.jp/nature/choju/hunt/hunt2.html; 
retrieved October 4, 2021) with no threatened 
species status in Japan (Ministry of the Envi-
ronment Red List 2020, Mammals; https://www.
env.go.jp/press/files/jp/114457.pdf; downloaded 
October 4, 2021). Egi et al. (2011) and Okayama 
Prefecture Wildlife Survey Study Group (2019) 
recorded the species to inhabit forest and wooded 
areas in many municipalities from north to south 
in the prefecture despite the not amply sampled 
data due to unsuccessful trapping and difficult 
direct observation. However, as expected from 
the long known natural habitat of this species, it 
unlikely appears in urban populated residential 
areas.

Originally, a camera trap (TREL 20J, GISup-
ply, Inc.) was set up to monitor Japanese badgers 
(Meles anakuma) in a house backyard in Tsushi-
ma-Niino, Kita-ku, Okayama City. The place was 
roughly between Okayama University Tsushima 
Campus and Okayama Prefectural Multipurpose 
Grounds [see Fig. 1 in Takasaki (2022)]. The 
backyard (10 m × 6 m in area, a flat terrain, 5 m 
a.s.l.) has shrubs in the hedge and stands of four 
naturally grown trees with diameters over 25 cm 
at breast height. The camera trap has been set 
there since July 17, 2021, with biweekly replace-
ment of the SD card for recording. The water tray 
(30 cm width, 21 cm length, 6 cm height) was 
set to attract animals and birds to record by the 
camera trap since July 29.

The camera recorded a male marten drinking 
from a water tray on August 30, 31, September 1, 
10, and 19, 2021 (Fig. 1). The photos and video 
clips showed the overall shape and size of the an-
imal as well as the proportions of its body, limbs, 

and tail in comparison with the water tray led to 
the unfailing identification of the species. A video 
clip on August 31 recorded a view of scrotum on 
the animal to sex it to be a male. A forested area 
around Mt. Handayama (peak 152 m a.s.l.), Mt. 
Daimisen (peak 160 m a.s.l.) and the campus of 
Okayama University of Science, where martens 
have been known to inhabit (Kobayashi pers. 
comm., Nakamoto pers. comm.), lie about 1-2 
km northwest to northeast of the backyard.

Although dry and shrunken droppings suspect-
ed of the species, difficult to clearly distinguish 
from those of the Siberian weasel (Mustela    
sibirica coreana) in the same Mustelidae, have 
been noticed in the neighborhood (unpublished 
data), the occurrence of this species was con-
firmed in this area for the first time.

Fig. 1. A male marten drinking from a shallow water tray on Sep-
tember 1, 2021, in  a house backyard. Located in western half of 
Tsushima-Niino in urban Okayama City, i.e. near the area overlaid 
by the lettering of ‘Tsushima’ in “Tsushima-Niino” in Fig. 1 in 
Takasaki (2022).
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高崎浩幸：岡山市街地住宅でホンドテンをカメラト
ラップ初記録

要約
岡山市の市街地住宅（岡山市北区津島新野）でホン

ドテンをカメラトラップで初記録した．岡山大学津島キ
ャンパスと岡山県立総合運動公園の間に位置し，テン
の生息が容易に想定できる場所ではない．
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