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A Study on Conflicts Caused by “Acts for Others”
-An Analysis of Elementary School Children’s School Setting from the Perspective of Stories-
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to ascertain how “acts for others” are depicted in stories. Three works,
“Hansel and Gretel,” “The Ant and the Grasshopper,” and “Momotaro,” were analyzed. The “acts for others” were
thought to cause conflicts, such as harming a third person. The following three points were identified: (1) “The actor
may not be blamed depending on the relationship and the psychological depiction of guilt,” (2) “An act that seeks
“good” from others may not be good for others,” and (3) “The actor's position changes when the start and goal of
the story change.” These points served as hypotheses regarding conflict. In addition, unstructured interviews were
conducted with elementary school girls, and cases were developed. When the results of a case study analysis were
compared to the points identified in stories, all of the points were common to the case studies.

Key words : Hansel and Gretel, The Ant and the Grasshopper, Momotaro, Unstructured interview, Conflict
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