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“Japan’s twentieth century began in 1853. Perry’s ships rep-
resented far more than the young ambitions of a new coun-
try with a new frontier on the Pacific Ocean ; They were a
sign to the Japanese that the West had arrived upon Japan's
shore, and that the challenge of the West had to be confront-
ed at long last. The nature of Japan’'s confrontation with the
West would dominate the foreign policy of Japan from 1853
to the present..” (Michael A. Barnhart, Japan and the World
since 1868 : 5).
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