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(Oregon State University, 2013)

“An  eco-lawn is a  m ix of 
broadleaf an d grass species th at 

are mutually compatible an d 
ecologically stable.”



Perennial Turf Grass Eco-lawn
● On most residential, institutional, 

an d recreation al law n s
● Requ ires frequ en t cu ttin g

○ Can  grow  u p to 24 in ches!
○ Gasolin e- pow ered m ow ers

● High  m ain ten an ce
○ Frequ en t w ater in g

● Heat- sen sitive
○ Dries u p du r in g hot per iods

● Su ppor ts n ative plan t species
● Low er  m ain ten an ce 
● Do n ot requ ire fer tilizers
● Su ppor t en dophy te life
● Serve as storm w ater  

m an agem en t
● More resilien t to w eather



Why a Clover base?



Resilience (in the Environmental System)



Improve Regulatory Stability



Water cycle

Carbon  cy cle

Planetary Boundaries

Biogeoch em ical flow  of Nitrogen

Biodiversity

Clim ate ch an ge

Fresh w ater  u se

Planetary  Processes



Gaia Theory



3,000 sq ft 6,0 0 0  sq ft

8 ,0 0 0  sq ft 3,0 0 0  sq ft

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
37,000 gallons for 3 inches of water



Logistics & Implementation
The project will actually have very little 
im pact on  hu m an  behav ior , except that it 
w ill redu ce cam pu s u se of fer tilizer , 
spr in klers, an d w ater  sy stem s for  law n  
care, redu ce law n  cu ttin g.

● Law n  overseedin g is very  com m on  to 
ach ieve a fu ll law n  look

● Costs $1 per  squ are (10 0 0  sq ft) to 
plan t clover

● Costs $20 0  per  squ are (10 0 0  sq ft) to 
reseed grass

12 tons = 1 inch in soil
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