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From the Pen of Robert L. Cook

e

and and water: That's what Texas is all about. With a lard area in excess of 170 million

acres, Texas is larger than many nations. Many people st Il consider Texas a land of wide-

open spaces and vast, endless prairies. Our state’s bays ard estuaries rim almost 624 miles

of coastline — uniquely protected by barrier islands and fed by brackish and freshwater

marshes — providing a productive wetlands ecosystem, which results in a marine fisheries
and waterfowl haven unequaled in North America. In addition, there are more than 191,000 miles of
streams and rivers in Texas. In 1836, Davy Crockett referred to Texas as “the garden spot of the world.”

A naruralist’s dream come true, right? Land and warer and plenty of it

Well, I did fail to mention one small issue: us. There are more than 20 million of us in Texas today.
Demographers predict that there will be almost 35 million people in Texas by the year 2030.
The legislature has directed Texas Parks and Wildlife to create a land and water conservation and
recreation plan, which will guide the ownership, management, use and
@ development of lands and facilities owned and operated by TPW into the 21st
century. How we will manage our parks, wildlife management areas, fish
hatcheries, lakes, streams and oceans is critical <o all Texans and future Texans.
Given the state’s growing population, additional lands for public access will be
and ideas to help us needed, not only places for us and for our children bur also places for our children’s
develop this plan for the children to enjoy picnicking, hiking, hunting, fishing, camping, birding and
exploring the natural wonders of Texas.

Give us your thoughts

fut f natural and
itk sl On the other hand, TPW has seen that private landowners can and will provide

the vast majority of the natural resource conservation needs of Texas in the
Texas; do this for your foreseeable future. We support that endeavor tarough our statewide technical
guidance programs for Texas landowners, which currently have more than 14
million acres of private land in approved wildl:fe management plans, resulting in
improved habitat for fish, wildlife and water resources. It benefits all Texans that

@ these programs are implemented at the landowners’ expense.

cultural resources in

children and

grandchildren.

Our commission chairman, Katharine Idsal, and her recently appointed commit-

tee, are guiding staff through the process of developing this strategic land and water

plan. The first draft of this plan will be forthcoming soon. T invite you to get involved. Give us your

thoughts and ideas to help us develop this plan for the future of natural and cultural resources in Texas;
do this for your children and grandchildren.

How should we improve access and enhance conservation for “exans on our state parks, wildlife
management areas and fish hatcheries? How can we improve access to public waters for recreation?
How can TPW berter tell the story of Texas through state historic sties? Should TPW acquire more
land? If so, where should it be located? Should TPW divest itself of lands thar we currently own but
do not use if they could be better managed by others?

Please send your comments to: Land and Water Plan, Execurive Office, 4200 Smith School Road,

Austin, Texas 78744. /

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE MISSION STATEMENT:

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas
for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.
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Suzanne Winckler was born in the West Texas town
of Colorado City but grew up in the larger urban
landscapes of Dallas and Heuston. A graduate of the
University of Texas at Austin, her first was job at Texas
Parks & Wild/ife magazine in the 1960s. This put her in
the path of Edgar Kincaid, zbout whom she writes in
this issue. She spent
five years helping
Kincaid edit The Bird
Life of Texas and
under his tutelage
became a birder.
Currently a freelance
writer, she lives in
Mesa, Ariz., with her
husband, dog and 12
chickens.

Russell Tinsley, who writes about the spring white
bass run in this issue, hes been writing abour the
outdoors for more than 35 years, 28 of them as
outdoor editor for the Austin American-Statesnan. He
has had more than 2,000 freelance articles

published in national, regioral and state publications,
including quite a few in Texas Parks & Wildlife and its
predecessor, texas Game ¢ Fish. Tinsley currently
writes a “"Watzrs
and Woods”
column for 7éxas
Fish & Game
magazine, His 10
books include
Fishing Toxas: An
Angler’s Guide.
Tinsley lives in the
Hill Country town
of Mason.

Joe Mac Hudspeth, Jr. of Brandon, Mississippi, has
had photographs published in more than 700 state,
regional znd national publications. In 1993, his photo
of a least bittern won thz “Grand Prize for Wildlife”
from the Roger Tory Peterson Institute for Natural

3 : - History. More recently,
his work has been
selected to appear on
five Mississippi Duck
| Stamps and as well as
six Mississippi
Sportsman Licenses.
¥ His firsc book is
schedule for release
in 2003,
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SWAROVSKI ATS & STS 65 MM SPOTTING SCOPES

A WHOLE “NEW CLASS” OF SPOTIING S

STS &5

1 cverage
=" SCOpE Size

The 1ew, Swarovski ATS 6E[ATS 65
4D znd 3TS 65/STS €5 HD sootting
sccpss, de iver big, premium scope
serformance in a smaller ard ligater
Jeckage. ndependent experts who
1eve ccmpared the rew ATS €5
with other premiLm-spotting scoes,
regardless of size, agree that the
new 65 MM scopzs zre super or

in mast a | aspects o® opticel anc

Swarovski Optik North

Amer ca,

ergor omic performance. The new 35
MR scopes evan eompzre favorab y
wit the weight ard size of poptlar
60 MM =copes while delivering the

performance cf much larger scopes.

Wher ycu combine -he “irest optical
resolution, image trightness and

SWAROVSKI

QrE R R

EA RS LGEE

Lta 2 Slater

Road,

centrast into a smaller, mcre rugged
and | ghter weight pzckagz, you
create = new Premium Referznce
Stancard by which all othe~ spotting
scopes will now be m=asu-ed. And,
all of t-is comes witr a surprisingly
affordeble price cons derirg the
prem um quality you -eceive

But do-'t just take the exgerts'
word for it; see the 'Hew Clzss"
for yourself. Call: 8CC-426-3089,
e-ma |: info@swarcyskioptik.com
or visit: www.swarovskioptik.com
for mo-2 information

Cranston, Rl 02920




1 birding destination in the United States. In the lower Rio
Grande Valley alone, the economic impact of birding is close
to $90 million a year,

Small wonder. Of the 620 species of birds that can be
spotted in Texas, almost 500 have been sighted in the Rio
Grande Valley. That's why this year’s Great Texas Birding
Classic — billed as the biggest, longest and wildest
birdwatching tournament in the United States — kicks off
this year in McAllen on April 20 during the height of spring
migration and winds up in Port Arthur on April 28.

The Birding Classic is a pretty special event. Since its
inception in 1997, TPW has awarded $250,000 in prize
monies that winning teams can direct to buy, protect or
improve habitat along the 624-mile Texas coast. This years
winning teams will direct a total of $50,000 to habirat
conservation prizes. It's pretty competitive, too: Last year's
winning team, the Second-Basic WildBirders, spotted a total
of 307 bird species in the week-long competition with the
Dow Skimmers in hot pursuit at 296 species sighted. “The

article not only
inspired me to visit
Washington-on-
the-Brazos State
Historical Site and
seek out other
historical resources,
but also to
subscribe to your
magazine.

Although this
article was the one
that attracted me
to your magazine, I
was pleased to find
some of the other
articles also quite
interesting.

I recently

Great Texas Birding Classic is steadily attracting more

relocated to the

b
Picks, Pans and Probes from Previous Issues

o ‘ J : J< do it in armchairs, wheelchairs and lawn chairs. If we're not ! Unforgettable, That's What You Are | =
(a'd sitting, we're standing, hiking, paddling, biking or horseback | hank you for publishing i
o riding. We do it while pursuing other outdoor pastimes such as I I “The Forgotten Story” by .

hunting, fishing, backpacking, camping and boating. ! Reginald Owens in the L
3 It’s birding] : February 2002 issue. It is very 5
| Nationally, birding has become the fastest growing and most popular | insightful of your magazine to m
o outdoor recreational activities with more than 68 million ' recognize the oy

active participants in 2000, according to the National Survey contributions of 0
®0  n Recreation and the Environment. Texas is home to the African Americans :
'8 most diverse bird population in North America and the No. to Texas. The

support and attention from birders, coastal cities and corporate sponsors,”
says Gary Graham, director of TPW’s Wildlife Division. “This is a flagship
example of our strategy to show local communities that wildlife-based
recreation means tourism dollars, but only if we protect the local wildlife
habitat.” To learn more about the Great Texas Birding Classic, visit
<tpwd.state.tx.us/gthes .

This April issue is our annual salute to Texas birding, We hope, wherever
you are in the state, you'll take a moment to admire Texas’ tiniest

Houston area after living in another
state for many years. That state’s
“parks and wildlife” magazine is not
nearly as interesting as yours, and I
would glance through it only when I
was sitting in a waiting room.

I sure hope the issue I enjoyed so
much is representative of things to
come. Thanks for a real treat.

Cedric B. Gardner

Houston

ambassadors and witness the spectacle of spring migration.

a
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Proud Sponsor
of the 6th Annual

GREAT TEXAS
BIRDING CLASSIC

MAIL CALL

Kienig of the Hill (Country)

unday, Jan. 2, 1881. Today the
S Hill Country Shooting Club had

[a] rifle match at our ranch. The
winner was named King.” So goes a
translated entry in the diary of Fritz
Schlameus, my great-grandfather. Allen
Greens article in “A Blast From the Past”
(February 2002) prompted me to hunt
up the diary and reread it several times.

This northern Comal County
Schuetzenverein had been formed the
year before by the German farmers and
ranchers around Fischer Store,
according to the entry of July 4, 1880,
which reads: “In the morning I hunted
for the horses. In the afternoon the
newly organized rifle club practiced for
the first time at our place.”

Fritz’s father, Adolf, who immigrated
from Lenzen, Germany, with his wife,
Marie, and the first three of 11
children, was naturalized in the spring
of 1858. He must have had some
interest in either shooting or ridding the
property of crop-destroying pests: “July
31, 1881. Papa had a rabbit hunt today.
For every 5 rabbits one bottle beer and
raccoons count double. .. I shot 9
rabbits and 4 raccoons.”

Regarding the winner of that 1881
match, I underscand that the
Schuetzenvereinen in Germany still
honor the best shot as Kienig.

Jim Myers
Pueblo, Colo.

Kelly Rides On...

he February issue is exceptional,
and Leslie Kelly’s “The Aransas

Bike” brought this senior citizen
to unrestrained laughter. I, too, spent
my summers at my grandmother’s
farm... the best days of my life.

= Ray A. Morrison

e are so glad that Jonette
Childs shared her
wonderful find of Leslie

Kellys story, “The Aransas Bike.” We
live in Port Aransas, so we know about
those kinds of bikes.

Our children were insistent when

BINOCULARS AND

SCOPES

CONFUSED ABOUT
OPTICS?

Visit
Befter View Desired™
for the most
comprehensive field
tests and comparative
reviews of the best
birding optics.

Find out why the Leica
Ultra 8X32 and Nikon
Superior E 8X32 are

considered the “Overall
Best Birding
Binoculars” and what
makes the
Pentax 80mm ED
Spotting Scope a
“Reference Standard”.

www.betterviewdesired.com

Simpson Optics

Optics for the serious birder

For the best from all the major
manufacturers.

Expert assistance and the
most competitive prices.

Call 1-888-303-4425
www.simpsonoptics.com
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FAGLE OPTICS'

I FTERS

TIC OUT

78mm Objective Lens
Waterproof & Nitrogen Purged
Fully Multi-Coated Optics
Superb Image Quality
Includes 20-60x Zoom
and View-Through Case

Only $398"™

Same price, Straight or Angled

Eagle Optics is a proud
Sponsar of The Sixth Annual
Great Texas Birding Classic
(April 20 - 28, 2002)

Visit www state.tx.us/gthc
orcall 1-888-TX-3IRDS
We Carry A Full Line of
Binoculars & Spotting Scopes
Eagle Optics ~ Bausch & Lomb
Leica ~ Swarovski ~ Zeiss ~ Swift
Eushnell ~ Fujinon ~Nikon ~ Pentax

Minox ~ Minalta ~ Brunton =~ Steiner]
Car, ore!

Call for a Free Catalo Price List

on all major |

800-289-1132

www.eagleoptics.com

120 W. Greenview Dr.-Mic

VI 53562
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MAIL CALL

we moved here that they had to have
new bikes. After being here for six
months, their bikes have become
Aransas bikes, and have many miles on
them. They have transported fishing
equipment to the piers, and fish back.
We loved the story, we live the story.
= Billy anel Liz Tatum and family.

Monahans Memories
enjoyed Dan Oko’s “Sand
IBla.st”(March 2002). We took
many family outings to Monahzns
Sandhills State Park. I had my own
surfboard that my dad made; it was
made of plywood with a carpeted top
and a bottom covered with lefrover
linoleum that could be waxed super
slick. T felt like T was flying when [
sped down those hills. The wipe-out
was just as much fun as the ride itself.
One of the rare winters that it actually
snowed in West Texas made for a really
memorable trip. Our whole family
bundled up, took heavy-duty trash bags,
and went out to the state park. If you
think surfing in the heat of summer is
fun, just try it on a trash bag when
there’s a sheet of ice over the dunes.
Next time I go home to visit my
family, I'll have to go out to the park
and see if I can still surf!
Ginger Carrell
Arlington

An Alternative to Septic Tanks

oth my parents spent youths in
B Blanco, as well as on the prarie

east of the Balcones in San
Marcos. Their and others’ cattle — and
later sheep and goats — depleted the
sparse grass covering the thin limestone
soil. Juniper then soaked up the rainfall,
with bare caliche in the sloping aress.

Now comes man en masse with
marginal septic tanks. The result is
periodic closures of streams and springs
due to E.coli contamination.

While visiting in Colorado, we
discovered a composting toilet perfected
in Sweden. In it, waste settled slowly to
become, at the bottom, perfectly dry,

odorless compost ready for the garden.
Continued on page 70

PHILLIPS PETROLEUM
THE PERFORMANCE COMPANY

R AL

PHILLIFS IS PROUD TO BE A
SFONSOR OF THE

AND TO PARTNER WITH OUR
FRIENDS AT TEXAS PARKS
AND WILDLIFE IN ENHANCING
AVIAN HABITAT ACROSS THIS
GREAT STATE.

GET IT
TOGETHER

MAGAZINE BINDERS

Psst — this is your Texas Pcris & Wildlife
magazine collectionspeaking... znc we'djust like
you to know we're tired of lyinz cn top of each
other, getting all dusty and scraached up!

So getittogether — one ofth=s2nifty binders
will hold twelve of us — that's a whole year’s
worth — ir perfect order! Each well-crafted,
durable binca-is only $10, or a-der three for
only$25.Plezceadd $5 shippi-gand handling
per order.

Please. credit card orders only;
call 512-912-7000 with your MasterCard,
VISA or Diszcver card handy Jrder today!
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Prairies.and
No

OU'VE JUST SPOTTED an indigo bunting
l and prothonotary warbler anc, as you walk
through the forest, vou catch a zlimpse 0”a doe
with her fawn. Then you take out your wi_dlife erzil map
and head from Gus Engeling Wildlife Management
Area to Caddo Lake, where you paddle along a cypress-
lined creek, spotting wood storks and ezr=zs.
Nature-viewing amid the magnificzn: scenery of
Nerth and East Texas will bz easier with the new Prairizs
a1d Pineywoods Wildlife Trail. Texas Pz ks and Wildlife
recantly received $770,880 .n federal transpo-taticn
eahancement grants to fund the development of this
new trail, and is seeking corporate, fo indation and com-
munity sponsors to help fund the 2C percent match
(8192,720) required by the federal gran-.
Modeled after the award-wianing Grear Texas Coastal

B.rding Trail it will provide roed signs and = map that
tell zbout the species that can ke seen 2 each «ite. I+ is
the latest trail in a series of wildlife-viewing trails
designec to boost nature tourism and habitat zonserva-
tion throtghcut rural Texas. The new Heart of Texas
anc High Fla ns wildlife trals, which stretch from the
Parkancle through Central Texas to Lazedc, are due to
open in laze 2002.

TPW is seeking additional site norm natons for th=
Prairies and P neywoods Wildlife Trail. For mo-e infor-
mazion o tc nominate a site, go to <www.tpwd.
state.tx.us birdingtrails> or contact Linda Cempbell,
nature toursm coordinator. Texas Parks and Wildl fe,
4200 Smitk School Road, Austin, TX. 7874<, (512)
389-4390. e-mail linda.cam=bell@tpwd.srare.tx us.

— Flaine Robbins

"
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Swamp Romp

Get your feet wet at the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Centers new wetlands exhibit.

OR FIVE YEARS, the Tezas Fr=shwater Fisheties

Center in Atkens has entertainzd and educated visiters

with more thar: 300,000 gallons of fun. Aquaric s
that represent the rivers, pends and lakes of Texas in a raza-
42-pound blue catfish,
125-pound alligator gar, largemouth bass wzighing more :han
15 pounds and more then 40 other native Texas species.
These displays are des.gned to gzt people interested in fish,
fishing and the freshwzter aquatic envircnment

And in true Tesas style, the centet hes now grown bigger
and better with the odening of its new 20.7-acre wetlands
interpretive area. The cne-mile wetlancs mail, scheculec to
open April 20, allows visitors to exglore znother freshwater
habitar and search for numerous soecies of vegetation and
wildlife, including fish, frozs, snakes, turtles, herons ducks,
elms, oaks and ca-ails.

“There’s also a self-gu- ded, quarter-mile hunter safey inter-
pretive section alerg the trail,” says TFFC directer A en
Forshage. “The vpper obszrvation area is built like a duck
blind, to facilitate birding and provice a unique experiznce for

ral-looking envirenment csplay =

anyone who has never beer in a duck blind.”

One of the more fascinating and rare plants cn display
along the wetlancs treil is the caraivorous pitche- plant.
“We're recreating the pizche=-plart bogs, waich are unique to
the East Texas wezancs,” szys Fershage. “Each piccher plant
leaf is shaped somewhas like a crurnpet, o- pitcher, aad con-
tains a fluid. A food-seeking inszct that enters is prever-ed
from retreating aad ultimacely crowns in the fluid, ther is
digested by the plant.”

But hidden amiz the fun of this new attraction is an in-por-
tant educctional ressage. As par: or the facility’s educat onal

- ée_eﬁ in either tﬁ_ta“

outreach, staff and volunteers at TFFC will offer plant and
animal identification activities and other hands-on programs
for youth groups at a new timber-frame pavilion at the wet-
lands trailhead.

“This new area will inform visitors about the importance of
wetland ecosystems to the overall environment,” says
Forshage. “We want our guests to understand that, in addi-
tion to providing habitat suitable for many types of wildlife,
wetlands, through a natural filtration system, help to purify
bodies of water, setve to help control flooding and can also
help replenish underground water resources. This is a vital
message for Texas landowners.”

Historically, however, wetlands were often regarded as
wastelands. In the past 200 years, Texas has lost 52 percent of
its wetlands as they were converted into other land uses.

The Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center is hopeful that the
new wetlands interpretive area will help foster a deeper under-
standing and appreciation of these unique ecosystems.

— Erica H. Brasseux

. three sectional tour

: (888) TX-BIRDS or visit w tpwd.state tx;usfgtbéi
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A VIHION FOR THE EUTURE

J. Carter King was an early advocate for Texas parks.

r I YHINGS CHANGE. And
then again, they don. Seems
state park officials stll worry

about the same issues they did four

decades ago. For instance, back in the
late 1950s, when J. Carter King Jr.
served on the State Parks Board, fund-
ing for state parks was a big concern.
King, who died Jan. 16 at the age of

90, was a rancher, businessman and

civic leader from Albany. Gov. Price

Daniel appointed him to the board in

1957. Three years later he was named

chairman. King spoke his mind

unabashedly when it came to state park
issues, namely, lobbying the Texas

Legislature for more money. In

September 1961, he told the Dallas

Morning News that Texas “is lagging in

the development of 48 state areas now

dedicated to park purposes.”

During King’s tenure, annual salaries

for par< maragers rose from $2,107 to
£2,80C with a new bonus — hcusing
and ut ' ties. The board also instigatac
a study on the state’s water supply tha-

lec to corstruction of numerous reser-
vors (such as Toledo Bend), whick
toard memers believed would expznc
tae state’s supply of water, create mzre
reeded ourdoor recreation areas, znc
also boost tourism.

King went off the board in 1963
when the State Parks Board merged
with the Texas Game and Fish
Commission, creating the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department. Though he
opposed the merger, King got his wish
for more funding for state parks when
the legislature passed a $75 million
parks bond issue in 1967, The bonds
ultimately funded such state parks as
Big Bend Ranch, Brazos Bend and
Caprock Canyons.

Just as active in his hometown of
Albany, King advocated such local
projects as expansion of school facilities
and construction of a hospital.

“I guess what made him tick: was the
whole issue of citizenship,” says his son,
J. Carter King III of Austin. “He
believed in people, and he believed in
civic responsibility.”

— Sheryl Smith-Rodgers

New Peterson Guide

is included, but ro black-tailed gnatcatchers, even though

of Birds of Eastern and Central Ne+th Anserica {$30

ardcover, $22 paperback, Houghron Miffl n). is as

much an artistic masterpiece as it is a monumen: to the
gentre he invented nearly 70 years ago.

Before publication of Peterson’s A Field Guide = the Sirds
in 1934, idendfying birds in the wild was considered too
arduous for the average citizen; only highlv trained azademi-
cians would dare delve into it. Peterson’s simple but bri'liant
invention was to point arrows at critical feld marks, know-
ing these would assure a successful identi‘icz-
tion with only a fleeting glimpse of the bird.
Nature-watching was forever changed.

Now, six years after his death at age 87, hs

RhOGER TORY PETERSON’S FIF"H EDITION

¥ PEI ERSON FIELD GU[DES'

they occur in the same habitat.

Really, thouszh, this is a book of cherishable treasures. First,
there is the tauching and insightful introduction by world-
revered wildlifz artist Robert Bateman, who credits Feterson
for his own crart n the business. Then, Peterson’s widow,
Virginia, lovingly describes the master’s last day of life as he
toiled away, trving to finish a plate of accidental flycatchers,
and how she warkad tirelessly to finish the edition, bringing
in numerous F-rmidable authors and artists.

The most memorable page in the
book, a tribute to his legacy and vision,
is that final unfinished flycatcher plate.
No one who turns to that page will be

long-awaited classic and final edition is =till
quintessential Peterson: perfect attention
artistic detail, completely revised text, and =~
with researched range maps. The main qu rks
pertain to maintaining the 100th merid aa
species exclusion line. For example, the ve=lia

| Bi
of Egmqg Central @

Nu'(h Amenca

able to leave it without being transfixed
by the artists process, absorbed with
wonder — and overcome with the
sense of gratitude all of us who study
nature owe this gentle innovator.

— Craig Farquhar

SAAVIY 1719 A9 OLOHd WO1108 19NI)| Z1INHIS WYITTIA 40 AS3LEN0D OLOHd d0]
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EXAS IS HUMMINGBIRD |

COUNTRY, with the greatest

diversity of these tiny birds —
18 species — of any state in the United
States, Hummingbirds are primarily
attracted to proper habitat with environ-
mental landscaping (see “10 Plants to
Attract Wildlife,” March issue), but
hanging feeders can be a good supple-
mentary food source.

Hummers will visic almost any
red-based feeder filled with
sugar water. Some feeders,
however, are better than oth-
ers. Reliable designs are avail-
able from specialty shops, garden
centers, discount stores or ordered
directly online.

When you buy a feeder, look for a unit
that is easy to take apart and clean, since
you will need to clean it and replace the
sugar solution every two to three days,
especially in warm weather. Although
gravity feeders are popular, some pan
feeders are less likely to drip. One of the
best is the HummZinger Excel ($19.95,
Aspects, (888) 277-3287), with six feed-
ing ports and a 16-oz. basin container
that is easy to pop open and clean. A
smaller, 8-0z. version, the HummZinger
Mini ($15.95, Aspects), has three feed-
ing ports. These feeders are made of
durable, thick plastic and tend to be
more ant-, bee- and wasp-resistant than
other models,

For more than 50 years, one type of
hummingbird feeder has been made and
sold by Central Texas cottage industries.
The original design, developed by
Prentiss Swayze in Kerrville, was made
out of an inverted, empty glass medical
LV. bottle. Today this same red-painted

— —
Hummingbird

Feeders

Heres the buzz on some favorite feeders.
BY GIBBS MILLIKEN

Left to right: HummZinger
Excel, Tejas Hummingbird
Feeder, Brilliant Whisper.

metal design with improvements is man-
ufactured in Frio Canyon and sold as the
Tejas Hummingbird Feeder ($16.95
for 16-0z., 4-port “Frio” model; $18.95
for 32-0z., 8-port “Tejas” model; or $35
for 48-oz., 16-port “Humm-ongous”
model, H & M Enterprises,
<www.tejashummer.com>).

Less expensive is the popular glass
Pinch-Waist Feeder ($11.79 for 1G-oz
model  210F,  Perky-Pet Brand,

<www.perky-pet.com>) with red and
yellow plastic parts. This unit has a
hardened glass bottle, no-drip base
with four feeding stations, removable
perches and screw-off hanger cap.
Another plastic-and-glass design, the
Best-1 ($10.95, 32 oz., Best Feeders,
(830) 742-3604) is a serviceable deriv-
ative of the hand-built Tejas Feeder.
Hand-blown glass hummingbird
feeders, imported in a variety of deco-
rative shapes and colors, are often
more aesthetically pleasing than plas-
tic, although harder to keep clean.
These single-opening units can be
hung from rustic chains or long
metal rod hooks. Two bulb-
shaped models are the Dew
Drop ($39.99, Wild Birds
Unlimited, <www.wbu.com>)
and the Brilliant Whisper
($14.99, PETsMART; (888) 839-
9638) with a twisted glass reservoir
and thick metal hanger ring. Keep
in mind, though, that these invert-
ed demand feeders can drip unless

; they are completely filled and the

stopper securely sealed. All feeders

require regular or weekly cleaning

with a bottle brush to remove any
mold or syrup residue.

Fill your feeder with a mixture of one
part white cane sugar to four parts water.
(Don' substitute honey and dont add
food coloring — both can be harmful to
hummers.) Boil the water for two to
three minutes before mixing to delay fer-
mentation. Allow the solution to cool
and fill the feeder, storing the remainder
in the refrigerator.

Hang the feeder in a shaded location
with a clear view to the sky — and give
hummers time to find it. Once they do,
they are likely to be back every year.
Leave the feeders up year-round.
Contrary to popular belief; leaving the
feeders up will not keep the birds from
migrating. Their migratory instinct is
strong, and they will faithfully head
south as far as southern Mexico each
winter. But, when flowers and their pri-
mary diet of tiny insects are scarce, your
feeder will help these tiny but hardy
birds get through tough times. #

APRIL 2002

Ar

wh




Your Money

Two Great Texas Stores to Serve You!

For information
about TRACKER' boats,
call toll free:

I 88&442 6337
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Bluebird Nest Boxes

How do you beckon bluebirds to your backyard?
Build it, and they will come.

BY ERICA H.

BRASSEUX

ILLUSTRATION BY NARDA LEBO

TH THEIR VIBRANT
COLOR and harmonious
melodies, eastern bluebirds

are a delight to the eye and ear. But these
birds have experienced a precipitous pop-
ulation decline in the last half-century —
as much as 90 percent, according to
some experts. You can help eastern blue-
birds thrive — and bring these beautiful
birds a little closer to your home — by
building a bluebird nesting box for your
yard.
1. Cut the 4-foot board as shown in
Figure 1. Start by cutting the board at the
floor end, since the dimensions for the
back are less critical. (Note: Don't use

pressure-treated lumber or wood presery-
atives. Linseed oil is a preservative and
stain that’s safe for bluebirds.)

2. Create an entrance hole in the
front piece by drilling two 1%" holes and
chiseling out the sides to form an oval
(see Figure 2). Below the entrance hole
inside and out, scratch horizontal lines in
the wood with a nail t give the birds
climbing traction.

3. Put the nest box together as shown
in Figure 3. Use pivot screws at the top of
one side to make it easy to open the nest
box for cleaning and monitoring,

4. Drill small holes in the top, sides or
back of the box to provide adequate ven-

Materials List:

One 1" x 6" x 4' board (actual size %" x 5%")
One 1"x 10" x 10%" board (for roof) (actual size %" x 974"

Hole cutter 1" diameter
1% galvanized nails (about 20)
1%" galvanized screws (2, for pivot point)

Double-headed nail for holding door closed (1)
Note: One 6'1" x 6" board makes two boxes.

tilation. Drill drainage
holes in the floor for
drainage.

Mount the nesting
box 5 to 10 feet off

1/2” Drainage comer cuts

'y i T

" Nail (typical)

the ground, away from heavy human
traffic and areas that have been sprayed
with insecticide. Point the entrance away
from the hot afternoon sun and prevail-
ing winds.

Once youve mounted the box, you
must install effective predator guards to
deter invasions by cats, snalces, raccoons
and fire ants. For more information on
predator guards, go to the North
American Bluebird Society Web site:
<www.nabluebirdsociety.coms.

For step-by-step instructions and dia-
grams on building an eastern bluebird
nesting box, request a copy of Bluebirds
in Téxas from the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Endangered Species Branch,
3000 S. IH-35, Suite 100, Austin, TX
78704, (512) 912-7011. A $1 donation
is appreciated. This 42-page pamphlet
also contains contact information for
bluebird societies, bluebird house manu-
facturers and mail-order catalogs.

Once your nest box is installed, you'll
need to monitor it at least once a week

during the nesting season and remove
house sparrow nests. Although the main-
tenance of a bluebird nesting box takes
time and effort, youlll see the reward
when the bluebird of happiness arrives at
your door. %
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tend to be the favorite

Leica dots are being spotted with increasing f~equency. Why?

While many brands claim superior optics, Leica hes actual v
earned the reputation througB [50 years of optical excellencz,
Legendary sharpness and durability to last a lifezime. Now
with closer focusing. Look for Red Dots ar ceclers
everywhere. For one near you, cal toll free cr visit our web

site. Leica. The Optical Advantage.
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PHoTO BY LARRY D. HoDGE

DAYSIN THEFIELD

DESTINATION:

TRAVEL TIME

BROWNSVILLE

FROM:

AUSTIN 5.5 HOURS / DALLAS - 9 HOURS / HOUSTON 6 HOURS / SAN ANTONIO 45 HOURS

Los Dos Madres:
Birds and Butterflies in Brownsville

The morning star is still shining when we spot our first bird on Laguna
Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge — a swallow-tailed kite. An aplomado
falcon, long-billed curlew, Botteri’s sparrow and verdin follow shortly.

ELEVEN OF US are standing in a
row along a pasture road scanning the
brush for more birds when I spot
motion in the grass perhaps 75 vards
away. | train my binoculars on the
object, and say quietly, “We've got a
coyote coming straight at us at 11
oclock.” He looks to be about half-
grown, and his inexperience quickly
shows. Even though we are in plain
sight, he is so focused on looking for
insects on the ground that he is totally
oblivious to our presence. When he is
within 20 yards of us, he lunges into
the grass and comes up chewing. As he
rounds a bush perhaps 15 yards away,
he suddenly stops and stares at us star-
ing at him. You can almost see a
thought unprintable in a family maga-
zine flash through his mind before he
turns tail and runs.

I've been wanting to get a close look
at a chachalaca, and T strike paydirt at
the birding blind near the refuge visicor
center, where a watering and feeding
station draws birds to within just a few feet. Green jays and
white-tipped doves scatter as a flock of chachalacas arrives,
chattering noisily. It's obvious that chachalacas rule: Every
other bird yields the right of way. For the first time, I am able
to photograph chachalacas at very close range and in light thar
reveals the olive-green iridescence of their feathers and the red
throat patch.

I tear myself away and rejoin the group, heading for a wait-
ing boat that will take us across the Laguna Madre to South
Padre Island. At Adolph Tomae Park we board a pontoon boat
on the Arroyo Colorado. As we cruise the Laguna Madre, the
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Birders were elated to spot an aplomado falcon on their visit to Rancho Rincon de
Anacahuitas, in the Mexican state of Tamaulipas.

air and the shoreline are filled with birds: great blue herons,
great egrets and laughing gulls ac water’s edge, and Forster’s
terns, long-billed curlews and tricolored herons flying beside
the boat.

The Laguna Atascosa NWR is the largest contiguous pro-
tected area of natural habitat on the U.S. side of the Rio
Grande. On the Mexican side, that same distinction is held by
the 30,000-acre Rancho Rincon de Anacahuitas (Corner of
the Olive Trees). Stretching between them is the Lower Rio
Grande Valley, where nearly 500 species of birds have been
recorded. The Brownsville International Birding Festival in




July and the Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival held each
November in Harlingen are excellent ways to familiarize your-
self with the area.

I'm here for the July birding and butterfly festival. Although
it is sweltering by 9 a.m. this time of year, sea breezes keep the
coastal area about 10 degrees cooler than it is inland. “This is
really not a weird time of year to come to South Texas,” says
Steve Labuda, manager of the Laguna Atascosa NWR and the
leader of our birding group. “It’s the only time of year you'll
get to see groove-billed anis, scissor-tailed flycatchers and some
other local species.”

We get to see all these and more on a visit to the Rancho
Rincon de Anacahuitas, 45 miles south of Brownsville. By 6
a.m. our van is thumping along Mexico 101; light soon reveals
the same endless sea of irrigated farm fields found north of the
river, Owner Jorge Martinez gives us a primer on his ranch. It’s
one of the few remaining undisturbed patches of Tamaulipan
thorn scrub and is home to mountain lions, bobeats, ocelots
and jaguarundis. More than 420 species of birds, 85 of which
are resident, have been documented on the ranch. The ranch
contains 72 miles of shoreline, coastal marshes, freshwater
ponds and grasslands as well as brush. It has been designated
part of an International Site of the Western Hemisphere
Shorebird Reserve Network.

It is a morning Steve characterizes as “decadent birding”
because most of the sightings take place from the comfort of
our air-conditioned van. By 8 a.m. we've seen Chihuahuan

ravens, a curve-billed thrasher, lark sparrows, mourning doves,
common ground doves, bronzed cowbirds, Alramira orioles,
horned larks, red-winged blackbirds, groove-billed anis and
yellow-billed cuckoos. Everywhere we look there are birds —
ladder-backed woodpeckers, scissor-tailed flycatchers, Couch’s
kingbird, a great horned owl, hooded orioles, northern bob-
white quail, olive sparrows.

We walk the last half-mile to the coast, spotting birds as we
go. A thatched-roof palapa perches arop the tallest loma.
“Lunch,” says Jorge, pointing to a billow of smoke from
beyond the palapa. When we get thete, we find a pot of beans
baking in a fire pit, while the cocsnero tends chicken, beef ribs
and sirloin steaks broiling over a mesquite fire. The palapa sits
on a peninsula jutting a mile into the Laguna Madre, and
there are magnificent views of water on three sides, a brisk,
cooling sca breeze and a frantic, long-billed thrasher on the
ridgepole of the palapa. He's afraid to make his getaway with
people below, so he spends the entire lunch hour running back
and forth along the pole.

After lunch we drive another four miles to a small fishing vil-
lage on the Mexican Laguna Madre. A scattering of rickety
buildings shelters four fishermen resting in hammocks slung
between the support posts of a metal roof. Chickens and an
assortment of scrawny dogs wander in and out. Perhaps five
pounds of shrimp dry in the sun on a homemade rack. Jorge
hires their boats to carry birders into the Laguna, hoping to
involve local people in ccotourism.

Twenty-five miles from nowhere...
ten steps from home

Now, more than ever...

Free! 36-page Buyer’s Guide and dealers nationwide.
1-888-274-2267 or www.lancecamper.com

America's Favorite Truck Camper
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We board a deep-hulled, fiberglass
fishing boat at a dock so dilapidated that
it could well have been used in a scene
from one of the Indiana Jones movies. As
15 people pile into the homemade craft,
it settles onto the bottom and becomes
firmly stuck. Only determined rocking
back and forth by the passengers and the
pushing of three anglers frees us. The
whole scene would have been surreal, as
though we had suddenly been transport-
ed to some foreign country, had this in

een the case.
is the color of molten gold.

FOR MORE INFORMATlON

Brownsville Conventmn and VISItors Bureau, (Suo,nli 6 The Laguna Madre offers z1e opportunity to s2e a variety
2639; twww. brownswlle orgjen/ 5 B of birds by boa-.
Rio Grande Valley Chamber of Cummerce. {956} 963
<www.valleychamber.com», = : =
Texas Parks and Wildlife, <www tpwd state. tx us/ = Aexi de of the Laguna Madre. The shores of -he islands,
birdingtrails/maps.htm> = 2o - and the numerous posz holding nets to guide fish into traps,
For birding tours of the Laguna Madre by boal call Capt"' - ho.d dezens o= birds: gu'l-billed, royal, Forster’s and least terns;
Mike Kelley at (956) 761-8060. & =~ brown pelicans
For information on the Westem Hemlsphere 5110 B we spook 2 mob of lo
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The butterfly garden at the Inn at Chachalaca
Bend beckons butterflies.

spots a flock of wood storks circling
above one of Brownsvilles numerous
resacas. From start to finish, it’s been a
pretty wonderful day.

Next day I fall in love with butterflies.
Butterflies can’t fly until their tempera-
ture reaches about 80 degrees, so butter-
fly warchers can rise later than birders.
To me, an even more alluring fact is that
butterflies can taste with their feet. No
wonder they prefer to land on beauriful
flowers, which is where I delight in pho-
tographing them,

Butterfly expert Carrie Cate explains
why the area is a great place to see but-
terflies. “More than 300 species of but-
terflies are found in South Texas,” she
says. “"The four counties at the southern
tip of the state — Cameron, Willacy,
Hidalgo and Starr — have more species
than all the rest of the eastern United
States combined.”

She takes us to tour the grounds of

The Inn at Chachalaca Bend, a bed-and-
breakfast on 40 acres that appeals to
both birders and butterfliers. Habitat
ranges from a resaca to dense guayacan
FO['CS( o an OPCn grﬂssla]ld Wlth a p]allt—
ed butterfly garden. I'm excited to see a
chachalaca in the brush, and white-
winged and mourning doves coo in the
trees. There’s a flock of black-bellied
whistling-ducks on the resaca. We follow
a trail to a gazebo in an open field sur-
rounded by flowering plants, and sud-
denly eye candy fills the air. There are
queen, snout, sulphur and soldier but-
terflies, Then someone spots a white
peacock, followed shordy by a giant
swallowrail, dainty sulphur, Texan cres-
cent, gulf fritllary and bordered patch.

The Lower Rio Grande Valley show-
cases the richest birding and bucterfly
viewing in the United States. No matter
what time of year you visit, birds and
butterflies will be abundant here in this
land “south of winter.”

TEXAS
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RED-CROWNED PAZROT - GROOVE-BILLED ANI  GREEN JaY

Burr-BELLIED HUMMINGBIRD - OLIVE SARROW

PAURAQUE

W Al
Q,\\{\)\NG FESTIVy

July-25-28, 200 - Brownsville, Te: as ;

View our special listable birds and experience
the diverse tropical environment and the great climate.
 P-eand pest tours in Mexico
* Pelac  Tours into the Gulf of Mexico
~the only Texas Coast trp;

* Rio Grande Yalley Field Trips includiag Sabal Palm
Audubon Sanetuary,Ri Grande Canaeing, Laguna
Atascosa National Wild ife Refuge, Mexican ranches
* Workshops speakers, and great Texas hospitality
combine for a rewarding two-nation vacation.

Ringep KinGrIsHER

Puaw CHarntata

BrownswiLte Conveurion & Visirors Bureau

1-800-626-2639

www.brownsville.org
PO, Bo» 4697, Bownsville, T4 /8523

Whirre-taiLen Kire -+ Macuiricent Fricaresinn

Rose-tHroateo Becar

CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU

1-800-235-7822

for all the information you need to enjoy the
very hest fishing and/or birding that can be
found on the Texas Gul Coast.
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Naturalily!

Make Mision your wildlife watching headyuarters:
-Los Ehanos Lood an the Binding Trail Map (7 sites)
Lentrally located to ail Yalley airding cestmations
460+ bird spacies & 250+ butterily :pecies
-Texas Butterfly Festival (3-d weekend in Ceiozer)
World Birding Zeater Headguarters due in 2703

Mission is the place to be, natarally!

&
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The Greater Mission Chamber o’ Comanerce

220 East 9th St,, Miss on, T 78572
1-800-580-2701

www.missionche mtercom

fE[unt be surprised lf you sight a f”u celebriies |
| en your trip to Uvalde Curtv. Our crvstal rivers |
and tree-covered hillsides are the hore of choice |
{ 12 the Golden-Cheeked Warbier znd B ack-Capped
| Vireo. Plus, we offer the perfect nes: for those

why watz1 them.
§00/210-0380 » www.thcrr.com
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A Vacation Reasen foe Svery Seson

Ccrean » Reagan Wells » Sabina « Ltopiz » Ualde
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Birding Paradise,
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And Much More ...

‘Roékport-l?ulton

It's the best place you've never heard of.
For more information call us!
1-800-826-6141

www.rockport-fulton.org

£ NEED

| Texas TI‘OpICS
Nature Festival
March 27-30, 2003

1-877-MCALLEN (622-5536)
www.mcallencvb.com
ttnf@mcallencvb.com
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SO WHAT
WILL THE
FINEST-
FEATHERED
BIRDS BE

WEARING
THIS SPRING?

m APRIL 2002

T'S HAPPY HOUR at a High Island mulberry tree.

and a group of tired migrants are bellving up to the
luscious berries alter an exhcuslmg trans-Gulf
flight. After a quick dip into a woodland pool to
clt‘ans(‘ the salt from flight-worn feathers. each
bird pmnps and preens, glad to be alive, 10 doubt, to
breed again this vear. (.(mslal woodlnt eateries host a
sast of colorful characters from March to May, birds
whose dazzling plumage spans the visual spectrum from
red, orange, vellow, green and blue to viclet. Birders
from across the state have gathered here to welcome
migrants back — and to marvel and exclaim at this
annual avian springtime show.
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FLASHY FINCHES

When finding a mate is priority number one, the male steps out boldly and
puts on the Ritz. The Day-Glo yellow suit of the American goldfinch catches the
eye of prospective females, while warning rivals to keep away.

Although goldfinches are hard to miss in spring, we hardly notice them in win-
ter. With no reason to advertise when cold sets in, males shed their brilliant and
highly conspicuous colors. Neatly camouflaged in buff and olive-green touched
with black, they look more like females and so escape the eyes of predators. In
April, males dazzle us once again as they head north to breed, stunningly tripped
out in glistening gold and black. This spring molting — think of buying a spring
wardrobe — is the process birds use to both replace their worn-out old feathers
and put on their finest for breeding season.

A. AMERICAN GOLDFINCH | B. SCARLET TANAGER |
C. SUMMER TANAGER | D. NORTHERN CARDINAL |
E. PAINTED BUNTING | F. VERMILION FLYCATCHER

SCARLET SIZZLERS

ted — very kot on its own, or in frany variations: red
crests, red acceats, red eyes — makes receptive females
stop and look. “t's mainly the males that sport the gaud-
iest plumes, “szrutting their stuff” in frone of finicky
females. Northern cardinals wear reds with panache, as

do vermilion Tvcatchers, summer and scariet tanagers.
} B

/hile males may he e dull-colored females rear the

While mal help the dull-colored femal th

young, their mzin job is to woo and defend. and that is

done best in g cwing Technicolor.

PRIMARY PATTERNS

Brave new color directions in
plumage are a trademark of New Werld
buntings, and the painted bunting may
be the most resplendent of all. Dressed
in vibrantly multicolored plumes of
['Ed, bluﬂ, gl‘ﬁ'f.]l B_l]d }'CHD\‘V_, the rr,ﬂjf.':‘
boasts a masterful mix of pattern znd
effect. Yet he almost seems to disappear
in sunlit landscapes. The art of disrup-
tive coloration is at work here, masking
the telltale avian shape from sharp-eved
predators. Perched among fluttering
leaves in dancing light, a painzed
bunting male is oddly hard to spot for
such a gaudy bird.

BiLL Draner, KAC Pruvutiiuns; F © Gret W. Lastey, KAC PRUDUCTIONS




IRIDESCENT OPULENCE

For sheer mestery of painterly cclors and #rerpe loeil, the varied
bunzing may have no equal. Look evond the surface and discove: the
undzrstated ooulence, the invisiole Sehind the visible, as the male
changes prismaric color with ezch shifting angle of sunlight. Copoer,
mavve, Tyrian purple and slate blue one minute, 2 modulation of grays
and blacks the next when shadows fell — he is = chargeling of g-eat

beauty and subrlety.

SLEEK SOPHISTICATE

Simple and sophisticated, red-winged
blackbirds sport a sleek black and red look.
Flashing their yellow-trimmed red epaulettes,
puffed-up ebony males ward off intruders and
signal to nubile females to come set up house-
keeping on their land. A single alpha male
may host as many as 12 females nesting on his
territory. As a rule, the male helps only his
first choice to feed the young — the sec-
ondary females are left to their own devices.
Males of low standing are monogamous and
help their mates care for the young, but this is
rarely a femalc’s first choice. She seems to pre-
fer prime real estate to exclusivity from her

G. RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD | H. VARIED BUNTING
| 1. RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD

ACROBATIC ARTIST

The male ruby-throated hummingbird will
dzlight the eye and quickly win your heart. But
don't expect him to hang around the nest. He'’s
out to win as many females as he can attract with
his parabolic aerial displays and hypnotic flashes
of his ruby-red gorget. The silken shimmer that
lends an iridescent glow to green back feathers
resonates between satin-soft reflections and trans-
parent effects. All are a part of the pyrotechnics
designed to ignite passion in the female. Desire
once sated, though, the male sets off to make
other conquests, while she flies off to build her
walnut-sized nest. A Casanova whose strategy
works well for both sexes, the male ruby-throated
hummer heads south to wintering grounds well
before females and young are ready to leave.
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BOLD STATEMENT

Who would ever combine a pink ensem-
ble with rose-patched wings, carmine points
and a blatantly jarring orange tail? Well, let’s

just say that some birds put colors together

that most couturiers would shun.

Unusual color combinations do create
bold new statements, though. In spring the
roseate spoonbill creates a firebird symphony
of pink. How do you set off such a flashy
outfit? With a scaly chartreuse reptilian
head, red eyes and a spatulate beige bill, of
couirse,

ACCESSORIZE AND ACCENT

Magnificent frigatebird males do just that, in groups of
20 or more. Ponchos, capes, stoles and balloon treatments
at the throat — these are the frigatebirds’ fashion acces-
sories. Looking like creatures from the Cretaceous period.
these black pterodactyline birds win their ladies by b.ow-
ing off steam — into their scarlet throat pouches. Should
a female happen by, the hoopla begins in ea-nest. In an
ecstatic burst of excitement, the males quiver their wiag
and head, while vibrating their bills against the fully inflac-
ed pouch, producing a chorus of drumming sourds.
Texans rarely see adult males in the spring, but frigatebirds
wander north into Texas in August and September, espe-
cially females and young of the year.
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DRESSING THE PART

In the world o= 5irds, it is the mae that traditionally dazzles the eve. He is
often larger, mare colorful, mere ex-ravazant in courtship and nup-ial attire.
Sut fo- every rule -here are exceptions.

The phalaropes zre among -h= few bird species in the world in wkizh a sin-
gle female matss with many malss Female phalaropes dress the oa-t as well.
"With sex roles reversed, these fernale shorebirds don the colorful gart. Dressed
in russzts, browns and white, they sez up and defend the territory, cou-t and
azquire males — s many as t=rze — and leave the breeding grourds soon
after laying the ast clutch of eggs. Males are left behind to tend te young.




GO BRIGHT WITH WHITE

With ed skin and rakish crests, filmy aigrertes and feather
spikes, the snowy egret claims center stage on the marsh or beach.
The male’s facial skin goes from yellow to bright red once he reach-
es peak breeding condition. This, combined with the elegant erect
aigrettes (upper tail covert feathers), he strikes an irresistible pose.
The fringe flying, bills and legs aglow — male herons and egrets
make use of it all to win their mate’s love. Within a week, the blush
is gone, buc his efforts have hit the mark — adult males invariably
find suitable mates during this short wi 7 of opportunity.

SPECTACULAR SPECULA
Specula — bright patches of color on the wings — are accessories
of choice for ducks. The look is spare and simple, the colors rich in

iridescent or matte, the d or flufty. Green-winged

teal figuratively call out their name by fl brilliant metallic-

green specula in flight. Male gadwalls, in classic herringbone pat-
g g

terns, are the ultimate in masculine understatement. Their Persian-

carpet vermiculations and elegant chevrons create an intricate pat-

tern of Middle Eastern seduction.

Basic BLACK

Truman Capote’s legendary Black and White Ball reminds us that
duotone patterns are the ultimate in elegance and sophistication.
Black-bellied plovers, black skimmers, white-tailed kites and black-
necked stilts all know that secret. The elegant black-bellied plover in
nuptial dress is a prime example. The breeding male looks sensa-
tional in a classic ensemble of basic black set off smartly in white,
with a silver, buff and black maculated wrap.

We seldom see them here in Texas in their nuptial plumage, but a
few wintering birds dress up early before heading north to their tun-
dra breeding grounds. Bolivar Flats is a good place to catch them
before they leave.

M. SNOWY EGRET | N. GREEN-WINGED TEAL | 0. GADWALL
| P. BLACK-NECKED STILT
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DSPETH

So forget about winter’s dusty drabs and come tak= a gander at wkat’s on
show at High Island this April. You'll sez whats hot this sprirg, with
plumage displays that are alluring, playful znd unconventional.

Freelance - end envivormental consuitant NOREEN DAMUDE wifl be
decked out in well-vvorn devim this spring.

FrasH DANCE

Need ideas for making a grand ertrance? Come
in dancing! Tom turkeys do. The tu-key gobb.er is
the “It” bird with a unique American style, mak-
ing waves in open woodlands every spri
Feathers of knockout aubsrgine are mix
daubs of green, bronze anc buff. To complete the
look, the naked bluish heac is decked with reddish
wattles at the base 5f upper beak, chin and throat.
And who can resist those hefty spurred legs? Its
military chic com.ng home to roost again. The
fleshy parts of the Tom’s fzce turn red as he puffs
himself up and sprzads his tail. Strutzing back and
forth in a frerzy, “The only thing a Tom turkey...
can possibly be mistaken for,” as Ted Willilams
once quipped, “is a politician.”

APRIL 2002

ORIENTAL ORNAMENT

Arguably America’s most ravishing duck,
the male wood duck is pethaps second in
beauty only to Chinas mandarin duck. The
bold, dapper artistry of feathers is topped
with a cap of emerald green. (The wood

duck’s scientific name, Aix sponsa, means

“waterfowl in wedding raiment.”)

The wood duck was nearly exterminated
in the era of plume hunters, when its feath-
ers were prized to adorn women’s hats and to
fashion fishing lures. Today; this exquisite
dabbling duck has made a comeback, and
once again it can be seen swimming on
secluded woodland ponds with its mate.

Q. WOOD DUCK | R. WILD TURKEY
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CARING FOR
THE ENVIRONMENT

At AEP, we care abcut the environment - just like you. That's why we've worked
hard to f nz ways <o protect ard enhance the environment while providirg
sate and rzliable electric service.

Whether it’s partering with The Nature Conservancy to protect four million
acres of Bolivian rzin forest, or reclaiming once-mined land in the Micwest for
a public recreatioral oasis, we take our commitment to environmental
stewardship sericusly. Just li<e you.
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ONCE PLUNGING TOWARD EXTINCTION, THE BROWN
PELICAN HAS REGAINED ITS SEASHORE STRONGHOLD.

HE MORNING SUN-
LIGHT FILTERED through
the broken cloud deck cover-
ing the November skies as
Mike Ramsey and I bounced
across the prairie-hay meadow
in his beat-up old Jeep. An avid outdoorsman,
Mike was eager to show me his stomping
grounds near his home on Lake Tawakoni.
Once on the shore, we had no sooner set up
our scopes to look for ducks and other birds
when Mike suddenly exclaimed, “Huh?”
There was something in his voice that
sounded confused. “T see a pelican...” he con-
tinued as he peered through his scope.

“American white pelicans are common

| here,” | offered, trying to answer his question.

)
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“But this one is brown!” came the reply.

Sure enough, several hundred miles inland,

i well away from its preferred saltwater habitar,

sat a brown pelican — a large, prehistoric-

)

.' .-

looking bird with a massive bill — resting on
a submerged tree stump. Normally found
only along the coast, this bird seemed out of
place in Northeast Texas.

Although the reasons are not clear, young
brown pelicans are prone to wander after they
are able to fly and feed themselves — occa-
sionally flying to lakes and reservoirs from the
Trans-Pecos to the Pineywoods. It is one more
sign that brown pelicans are making their
journey back from the brink of extinction.

In the 1960s, this now-common species
nearly became extinct, and inland sightings all
but vanished. As Americans contemplated
President Kennedy's goal of landing a man on
the moon, brown pelicans began to disappear
mysteriously from their normal coastal
haunts. The disappearance happened so fast
that almost no one noticed. The population
hit rock bottom in May 1968, when a Texas
Parks and Wildlife census along the entire
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Brown pelicans build nasts. in low trees er on the
ground, where the young stay for five to nine weeks
after hatching. This charnel marker provides a
resting place for adult pelicans.

astli-e recorded & mere 13 brewn pelicans —
w1 from several thousand only a few vears earlizr.
That sarme year. Zexes Pavk: & Wilalife magazine
s editor Suzarne Winckler wrote a st rring epitagh
pelican. She argued that their “zes-ful
ace” was worth praserving — “t i

= brow

Gulf Coast.™

“he problem, -t tu-ned our, was chlornated hydro-
czrbon pestic des tha: were wreakirg havoc cn several
bird species — including the brown pelican. The pri-
mary culprit was an invisible enemy called DDT,
whica was hitcking a ride in the sity runoff that
d down o

was stine rivers and s:ireams from

ba.q.a'aa nq’

YOO

Thesz pesticidzs, which were concentrated in the
menhaden anc -he mullet that make up the bulk of
the brown pel.czns diet, rarely killed the birds, but
prevented them from reproducing. The pesticices
b ocke: calcium i in the birds’ egss,
causing thin eggshells that prevented them from
hatching. It wes a sad tale, as th= bircs contirued o
go through the motions of rasing a family, only w
meet with faifure. The same fate confronted bald
cagles, ospreys and peregrine falzons, almost wiping
them cut as well.

Rachzl Carsen first brougke the problem to
America’s atterdor. i1 1962, when sae penned her
nt Spring. This book, whic-
stands as a testament to the power of the press t affect
public policy, soundzd the alarm abour the dargers of

now-famous tore.
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chemical pesticides such as DDT on bird populations.
A decade later, in 1972, the use of DDT was banned
in the United States — perhaps the biggest key to the
eventual return of these birds.

But the damage had been done. Pelican populations
were dangerously low throughout most of the United
States, and many concerned biologists wondered if the
birds could make a comeback in spite of such over-
whelming odds. Almost no one was optimistic. By
1974, the situation was so bleak that the editors of
Harry Oberholser's monumental 7he Bird Life of Texas
wrote that brown pelicans had suffered what appeared
to be an “irreversible collapse,” adding that their pres-
ence in Texas would soon become “only a memory in
the minds of ancient birdwarchers.”

It was a sad story, indeed, but fortunately, the story
does not end there. In neighboring Louisiana, where
they were completely wiped out by the early 1960s,
many folks were displeased with the notion of losing
their state bird. To combat the disgrace, brown peli-
cans from Florida — the species’ last stronghold in the
United Startes, where an estimated 10,000 still lived —
were imported in an effort to reintroduce a nesting
population. However, the natural concern was that if
birds were brought into an environment still contam-
inated by pesticides, these efforts would prove fruitless.

Although this program got off to a slow start —
with some of the first introductions freezing to death
in 1968 and others simply vanishing the next year —
within a decade it was beginning to pay off, as brown
pelican eggshells began to thicken, allowing more eggs
to hatch. In 1973, federal protection under the newly
passed Endangered Species Act was extended to brown
pelicans, making illegal any harassment or vandalism
of birds and their nesting colonies. As the Louisiana
population increased, some no doubt wandered across
the Sabine River into Texas, as did birds from south of
the Rio Grande in Mexico — both of which are
thought to account for some of the state’s increase.
Brown pelicans also have benefited from the creation
of artificial barrier islands created with dredge material
from the Intracoastal Waterway, which parallels the
coast, knifing through the heart of their breeding areas.
These barren sandbars mimic sites the pelicans use for
roosting and loafing and even serve as nesting colonies.

Today, brown pelicans are back in force along the
coastal waters where they belong. According to the
Texas Colonial Bird Water Census, which has been
recording total bird counts in coastal bays and estuar-
ies since 1973, some 7,000 brown pelicans now reside
and breed along Texas” Gulf Coast. Although no one is

certain just how many brown pelicans made Texas

nmmmmmm
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their home before the population was nearly wiped
out, it is clear they have made a remarkable comeback.

Once again the flamboyant antics of these gaudy
birds, dressed in outlandish plumage, decorate pilings
and loiter along beaches and spoil islands along Texas’
Gulf Coast. They fly over the water in magnificent lin-
ear formations that undulate like waves on the sea —
or like formations of fighter jets heading off for some
unknown mission. In breeding plumage, adults sport
yellow or white heads that contrast with their multicol-
ored bills, which are either carmine red or shades of
brown and pink. When they are not breeding, they lose
much of their color: their heads become mostly white
and their bills fade to mostly brown, but are still show-
stoppers that are eagerly sought by birders.

To watch a brown pelican fishing is to witness the
seemingly impossible. From heights that often reach
30 feet or more, the bird suddenly wheels around a
quarter turn and then dives straight into the water in
pursuit of a hapless fish. While in the water, it uses its
shovel-like bill — which can hold three and half gal-
lons of warer — to scoop up its prey. Emerging from
the depths with a vigorous shake, which removes
excess water from its feathers, it rights itself and then
raises its bill skyward as though performing some
ancient ceremony. This allows the water out and the
fish to be positioned head-first before, in a final gulp,
the bird swallows its dinner whole.

The brown pelican’s comeback is a phenomenal suc-
cess, but there is danger in assuming that there is safe-
ty in numbers — witness how quickly the population
crashed once before. Perhaps the lesson is that the
coastal waters and their inhabitants — from the peo-
ple to the wildlife who depend upon them — do not
exist in a vacuum. Although brown pelicans have
rebounded and their numbers appear healthy, our vig-
ilance is needed to ensure that future generations will
enjoy these birds. Brown pelicans still face a variety of
threats, ranging from oil spills to entanglement in dis-
carded monofilament fishing line — an unfortunate,
and needless, reality that kills many birds a year.

Its Latin name — Pelicanus occidentalis — means
pelican of the western setting sun, but happily, the
brown pelican was not destined to fly off into the sun-
set. It is a ficting moniker, and perhaps one that should
be recalled in late evening as gangs of pelican silhou-
ettes stream across Texas’ bays and beaches, enlivening
a blood-red western sky. #

MATT WHITE 75 2 contributing editor to Texas Birds
and the author of Birds of Northeast Texas, o be pub-
lished by Texas AcrM University Press in July
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Bluebird Hill Bed-and-

Breakfast & Hideaway Cabin

A staggered, 15C-year-old
cedzr picket fenze sur-
rounds he two-s-0:y stucco
home, giving evea -he blue-
birds that splask: and frolic
in a rock pond fzuntain ir
the front yard a sense of
privacy. With 1* rest boxes
and seve-al bachs and feed-
ers, it’s no wonczar the blue-
birds make this their home
year-round. Jun per, live
cak and red oak are just a
faw of the trees tha: canopy
tae 250-acre rarch just
west of Jtopia. Mso, ver-
railion fycatchers, golden-
checked warblers and even
a red-tailed hawk, which
rests in the top of an oak
tree nea- the cabin, find
karbor in Hidder: Valley, a
box canvon at the back of
tae proparty. There is a
Eluebird trail with nesting
boxes ard a hot tub down-
szairs in the garder room
that provides a cor-fortablz
vantage point for uainter-
rapted wildlife vizwing and
late-night stargazirg.
Berween sunset bas tours,
guided birding excursions,
and nearby Garrer State
Fark and Lost Map es State
Matural Area, ycu, oo,
could make this ycur homs

year-rour.d, Rates per cou-
ple range frem $93 to $115)
a nigk ¢ for cae bed-and-
breakfast. and $115 for the |
hideaway cabin. For more
information visit

The Habitat Vacation Cabins :

As you step outside, a bee-like buzzing is the only prelude to
the approaching cloud of hundreds of tiny hummingbirds.
Feeders are refilled up to eight times a day during September
migration, as these tiny bundles of energy will put on two to
three times their body weight in preparation for their S00-
mile sprint across the Gulf of Mexico. Before dusk, make
yourself a sandwich, curl up under an afghan on the screened
front porch overlooking the lake — and watch the resident
alligator and numerous turtles poke above the surface. Blue
herons, kingfishers and egrets rest on the limbs of coastal live
oak, as they: too, prepare to turn in for the night. Later, the
moonlight may offer a peek at a doe and her fawn drinking
from the water’s edge, and you immerse yourself in the sereni-
ty of the moment. Located in the heart of Lamar Peninsula,
Habitat is located a few blocks from St. Charles Bay and a
short drive from Aransas National Wildlife Refuge (winter
home of the whooping crane). Four log cabins with full
kitchens and private baths are available for $75 a night for
double occupancy. For more
information call (361) 729-

2362 or visit <www. virtual-

cities.com/ vacation/

x/g/txgd8v] htms.

<www.friolodging.com> or
call (8§30 966-2320.
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Cibolo Creek Ranch

Perhaps no destination better captures the quintessential spirit of the Old West than Cibolo
Creek, in the Chinzzi Mountains near Presidio. Sprawling over more than 30,000 acres of dra-
matic vistas, extraordinary mountain ranges and crimson plateaus of Big Bend country, this
working ranca — wiith horses, longhotns and buffalo — provides a picturesque backdrop for
boundless birding aad numerous other ranch activities. A stretch of riparian woodland on the
property is a unique find amid the areas typical desert-like surroundings, and gray vireos, flocks
of waralers and other migratory birds frequent this area often. Three towering, 19th-century
adobe forts, once used to fond off attacks by Indians and trail bandits, have been meticulously
restored and now serve as a luxurious and secluded hideaway from the rigors of city life. Rooms
and suites range fromn $400 to $600 per night for double occupancy, and include three mouth-
watering gourmet meals per day. To find out more about Cibolo Creek Ranch call (915) 229-
3737 or visit <www.cibolocreekranch.coms.




Inn at ' @3

Nestied anid mere than 3,200 az-es of rugzed South
Texzs brush land. the hzcier da-style Inn at Ef Canelo
Ranch, with so:zr.ng ceilings aad 1 s-one fieplece, is a
big place that somehow seems irtimare. Just ask one of
the more than 7,000 birdwz:chers from all over the
country wha havz come to stay ar the ranch — most
with hopes of szeing the pair of aesting ferruginous
pygmy-ow s ir. the courzyarc. Located just souz= of the
tamccus King Ranch, El Carslo Ranch hosts semz 300
species af nztive and
migratory zrcs and also
offe=s ampe hunting
opportanities, t2nais
courss, bass fisking and a
| sporting claw mnge for he
outdcor enthis as:.
Douizle rooms are $125
per person/aer night, ard
include accemmodatiorns,
dinnzr anc brealfase and
self-gnided bircing. Single
rate ¢ $153 pes night.
Can’ szay che righe? Na
problen! Day Eirding
rates are $35 per person.
For mate informaton
VISIE <wW AW,
elczzeloranzh.coms or
call (956) H89-5042.

Pelicé.n

Begin your morning
island-style, with alfresco
breakfast on the wrap-

_ around porch overlooking
the turquoise waters of
Laguna Madre. As if cued
each morning by the smell
of gourmet coffee brewing

atthei inn, a group of :
brown pelicans and roseate
spoonbills soar above the

 bayin scarch of an casy

— :  meal. Dlstmgmshed dm—

ner guests icclude dolphms which feed in a nﬁzu'by

channel, ard 1 peregrine that has made its home in the
penthouse Sf the Figh-rise hotel next door. Go fora
stcoll alonz the boardwalk. join a pnvatc bu’dmg tour,

or Visit a nearby refuge, and when you return you can

settle into ¢ rocking chair “or a colorful South Padre

sand suaser. N;Uhtly rates for the inn’s eight rooms
range fror1 390 to $115 per person, except during peak
season h\’larh 1 - Labor Day) and holiday weekends.

Group cisceunts and spec.al birding packages are also

available. Visit <www.brawnpelican.coms> or call (956)

761-2722 for more information.
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Hummer
House

Think yeu have a sweet
tooth? At the Hummer
House, located about 20
miles south of San Angelo,
hummingirds consume
more than 7C0 pounds of
sugar cach year! In early
spring up 3,000 hungry
hummers — the largest con-
centration in Texas —
migrate to zh.s private cot-
tage, dartizg from feeder to
feeder as tzey fuel up for the
flight south in late summes.
The ranch’s natural setting of
live ock ard pecan also nar-
bors more than 100 differen:
species of birds, including up
to 300 wild turkeys during
the Septem ber to Apri]
breeding s=ason, and a large
number of white-tailed dezr
in the fall. With two bed-
rooms, twe baths, a com-
plete kitchen and a living

area, this self-catered guest

| house is stacked for a light
breakfast and lunch. Nigh-ly
rates Moncay through
~hursday are $125 per cou-
ple; $150 Friday through
Sunday. For rzservations cal
(915) 255-2254 or visit
<www.hurmmerhouse-texas-
_Een}&.con]).

TOP PHOTO BY EARL NOTTINGHAM; MIDDLE PHOTO © LARRY DITTO; BOTTOM PHOTO COURTESY OF CYGNET
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Innat
Chachalaca Bend

You'll think your mind is playing
tricks on you as you wander along
the 1.5-mile hiking trail through this
40-acre park. About the time you
stop at one of the many birding sta-
tions to rest your gaze on an
Altamira oriole, a buff-bellied hum-
mingbird or a ringed kingfisher,
you'll spot something else — hop-
ping through the trees — and quick-
ly lose sight of it again. Wild chacha-
lacas are abundant on the property,
but with their dull brown color, are
well-camouflaged and sometimes
icky to spot aganst the South Texzs |=ndscape. But you can always rely on their
morning chorus of chaa-chaa-laa-ka= to alert you to their presence. The Inn at
Chachalacz Bend is just a short drive rom South Padre Island and the Rio Grande
Valley's largest refage, Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge. Rooms at this
aine-bedroom retreat

-ange from $100 to
$#350 per night and
-nclude a country
buffet brea<fast.
Spzcial eveat dis-
count rates are avail-
able. Conract the
“nn at Chachalaca
3end at (888) 612-
680 or visit
wwrw.chackalaca.com
for more ir-forma-
rion.

Leave the Sounds of Nature CDs
at home. At this secluded country
cottage in Rockport, you can sink

back in the overstuffed chairs and
let the sound of water ﬂowing
from the handmade bird fountain
Eltzr throuzgh the open window. Or. fall asleep to rain tapping the tin roof during a
lare-night shower. With feeders hanging outside every window, you'll be birding
cefore you ever step out the front deor; spring brings as many as 25 varieties of
warblers a1d other songbirds, and front porch rockers are an ideal venue for hum-
miagbird viewing during fall migraticn. A stocked snack cupboard and fully
zquipped <itchen leave you with pleaty of options for a brown bag lunch or mid-
night snack. This spacious hideaway with redwood walls, a beamed ceiling and tile
floors rents for $72 a night and $480 = week for double occupancy. Call (361)
729-7009 or visit <www.mainstreetrockportfulton.com/cygnet/> for more infor-
mation or to make reservztions.




Victory
binoculars

make birds
look up to 7%
brighter.

It's twilight, with th= sighting of a lifetime in range. Victory
binaculars were made for this moment. Thanks to pazerted lers
and pr sm ccatings, tiey trarsmit more light to the eve. So bires
appzar 27ighter nlow light. All four Viczory models
are dacked Lty a lifetime warranty. For a Zeiss retailer
nea- you, cell 1-800-441-3005 or visit zeiss.com.

*Based 01 b ue, rad ard green light tranismission tests. Cate on file.




B-Bar-B Ranch Inn

Located on 80 acres just eight miles south of Kingsville, the
B-Bar-B Ranch provides access to more than 400 avian species
in the surrounding Rio Grande Valley. Mild year-round temper-
atures, abundant wildlife and genuine South Texas hospitality
make this bed-and-breakfast a favorite among birders, hunters
and anyone who likes homemade biscuits and gravy for break-
fast and steak for dinner. Located on a working ranch, this 16-
room lodge was originally part of the historic King Ranch, It is
a stop on the Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail and a pick-up
spot of the King Ranch Birding Tour. Room rates for double
occupancy range from $85 to $125 per night, and day birders -
and dinner guests are also welcome by reservation. For more information call (361) 296-
3331 or visit <www.b-bar-b.com>.

Queen Anne
Bed-and-
Breakfast

A three-story, 1905
home with original
stained-glass windows,
12-foot ceilings, exquis-
ite inlaid wood floors
and fine antiques
throughout, Galveston’s
Queen Anne Bed-and-Breakfast truly is fit for a queen. And its proximity to Bolivar
Flats, High Island and the free ferry landing make it ideally situzted for birders. Fo-
carly risers who don’t want to waste a minute of prime-time birdiag, the innkeepers will
provide breakfast-to-go in lieu of the traditional full gourmet brezkfast, which is served
on antique china and crystal stemware. If you miss out on the czndlelight breakfast,
you can make up for it with the daily afrernoon tea or wine-and-cheese hour, followed
by a little R&R on the screened porch or back deck. Weekend rates range from $115 to
$180 per night for double occupancy and $100 to $165 per nigar for midweck.
Reservations can be made online at <www.welcome.to/queenansie> or by calling (800)

472-0930. *

Top PHOTOS COURTESY OF B-Bar-B; BOTTOM PHOTOS COURTESY oF QUEEN ANNE B&B
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FOR MORE
INFORMATION:
FOR LINKS to other Texas
bed-and-breakfasts, visit
one of the Web sites below
or contact the chamber f

commetce in the area yo.
wish to visit.

Bed & Breakfast
Lodging Information:
<www.bbonline.com/tx3,
twww.bedandbreakfast.com>
or <www.virtualcities.ccm
vacation 'tx/txvacdex.him?

Historic &
Hospitality
Accammodations
of Texas:
swww.hat.org».
WHEN INQUIRING about
reservat ons, keeg in mind
that many B&Bs requirz a
minimum two-night stay.
Also, corsider boaking of-
season (usually fall and
winter) and weekdays,
‘when -ates are often lower
and the properties are |ess
crowded. Cancellation poli-
cies can be strict, and vary
from p.ace to place, <2
make sure you do your
research before sanding i-
ycur deposit.




As close as you'll get
to a bird in the hand.

The Brunton Eterna series of hinaculars offer superior light transmission,
ough phase coating, high guality Bak-4 roof

brightness and clarity achieved thr
prisms and multi-coated lenses.

307.856.6559 | bru

S S i R

L S S

This optical system and features like
eyeglass compatibility, a fogproofiwaterproof body, extreme close focus and
a lifetime warranty make the Eterna the last binocular you will ever own

nion.com

suppor
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Photo by Kevin T. Karlson
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f Complilnents of the 2002 Great'Texas Birding Classic SPONSOTs:

BROWN PELICAN SPONSORS:
AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER/CENTRAL POWER AND LIGHT » ANHEUSER-BUSCH

ROSEATE SPOONBILL SPONSORS:
LEICA CAMERA, INC. SPORT OPTIGS DIVESiON o PHILLIPS PETROLEUM e RELIANT ENERGY  SWAROVSKI OPTIK
* PORT ARANSAS CHANBER OF COMMERCE/TOURIST COUNCIL » CARL ZEISS

Beginsers’ Bird Walks ~ Vallcy
MNature Coneer, ‘Weslaco: Second Saturday
of each month. 10 a.m. $2 acules, $1 chil-
dren. A bief irmroducte-y ralk geared
‘oward beginning birdes, followed by a
2i-d walk - rough the ramre park. (956)
369-2475; <vrww.valleynzturecenter.org>.

Sea Center Texas Wetlands
Walkway — [ ake Jacksor. Sooll the 6C0-
foar bozrdwalle -hat extends cver freshwa-
ter and salowater marshes. Wildflower aad
Eumminzbird gardens sarround a picnic
pavilion. Daily November—March, 7 a.m.
25 p.m. April-Octobzr, 7 am. to 6
p.m. Touss avaiable on request. Free,
(979) 292-0100; <www tpwd.state.tx.us/
t-shing/h=tch>.

Golden Triangle Audubon Society
Meetings —~ B=aumont. Every third

Thursday, 7-p m Beanmont Garden
Center. <gcldrnaud tbon. tipod.coms.

Katy Prairie Birding Platform — The
Houston Sierra Club and Katy Prairie
Conservancy built a vizwing platform
overlaoking a roost pond on Katy Prairie
conservatior. Iands, the largest U.S. winzzr
home for migrztory waterfowl, as well as
250 ether species. North of I-10, in Katy,
on Skarp Road wes: of Katy Hockley
Foaz at Waler County line,

(2811 391-7116.

Hcuston Arboretum and Nature
Center Birdwatchers Club - Second
Monday of svery month. Participants
shars resoues, view films, discuss birding
s:tes =nd field guides. Fach month coves a
differznt class cf birds. Free. (713) 681-
8435 <www.azosot com/-arbors.

King Ranch Nature Tours - King
Ranch Visitor Center, Kingsville. Guided
nature tours at the 825,000-acre ranch
including special programs for birdwatch-
ers. Programs vary in length and cost, with
half and full-day tours available. (361)
592-8055; <www.king-ranch.cor>.

Beginners’ Bird Walks and Monthly
Mitchell Lake Field Trip — San Antonio
Audubon Society. Beginners' bird walk:
Second Saturday of each month, 8 a.m.,
Judson Nature Trail. Micchell Lace field
trip: Fourth Saturday of each men-h. San
Antonio Audubon meets the firs
Thursday of each month, except May, at
7:30 p.m. (210) 308-6788;

<www.3aaudub01 1L.org>,

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE m



_ Marﬂl 15 ~ April 15 :
~ Santa Ana NWR Annual Hawkwatch.
Birders are invited o help sount and identi
Ty migrating raptors. A training session will
 be held March 9. Refuge visitors may stop
by the Hawk Watch Station to earn about
raptor idenfificetion and view: migratmg
bnrds Free. (9561 784- 7522 '

- March 16, 23 _ -
~ Fernessay Ranch Spring Nature Tou:s
Bayside. Explore everything fram wilfflow-

ers 1 birds to Blue Moon night rices. Half

day, $18.90; ful day, $45. 53 iul day
(361) 529 66{]0

March 21 - 24 oo
Texas Troplcs Nature Festival, McAIIen
 Chachalacas; geen and ringed kir@shers

 great kiskadees, long-billed thrashers,

Altam ra oricles, green jays and olive spar-

~ rows are just a few of the highl ights of field

: 'fMan:th May 16

| 667-6550;

trips planned to Santa Asa National Waldlrfe
: Hefuge and Bensen-Rio Grande Valley
State Park. Gmded “ours, seminars on cu-
tural and nacural history, migrating | butter- .
flies and a trade show, (877) McALLEN; -
<WWW. mcailencvb com>:

‘|~ Luneh with the Birds, Natuh Dlscovery
‘Center, Bellaire. Every Thurscay. beginning

tinuing through the third Thursday in May.
‘Noonto 1 pm. Bringa Iunch or 1U::t watch
“birds. The walks are led by staff or volun--
teers cf the Nature Discovery Center.
Loaner bmocu}ars amnlabie Free (7‘13)

<wwwnaturedasaoverycenter org>

March 29 0r 30

5 birding: experrence than ask friends, reia
| fives and co- workers o contibute ta youf

" spe:tes seen. This is a fun way lo SuppDEt e
 the corservation work of the Hauston -
;_ Audubon Society. Prizes will be awa’:led
.} Free.(281)997-3711:

| awww, haus!onaudmen org>

| with the third Thursday in March and con- |
:W:Idllfe Refugs. Following a brid introcuc:
| tionon -
| ment, cuides will lead participants thaol.gn e
| salty prairie habitat in search of yellow mils.
; Bnng waterproof boats, biroc lats, dnnkmg. e
| water and mosquito repellent. Beprepared =~
| for vigorous walking through diffc.it IBrran =
| Meet at the Visitor Information Station.
| Space is limited. 4 p.m. on March 30;?
a.m_on Marchi 31, Free. (40‘3) 26’ 3337
- <http /isouthwnst iws gov>

Houston Audubon B:rdahon Ferm a f
b cf two to five birders. regardless Of

teams efforts by pledgmg an amourt per-

Mardu 30 31 : ;
Yellow Rail Waiks. Anahuac Natlenal

low rail ecology ard manage

Below, American white pelicans; right, green jay.




ATAGORDA ISLANEC STATE PARK

and Wilclife Managerrent 4rea,

Migratory Bird Tev . Join us ‘or a guid-
ed tour of the north end 2 t2 island fe observe

shorebids, herons, egrets and rrigratirg birds.
Bring geod walking shoes, water and binoculars.

8 am. ta 3 pm. Fees, in eddtion to the ferry fee,

are $2 for Texas Ccriservation Fassport mem-
bers, $8 for non-mermbe’s, 3= for children 12 and
unde. Fesarvations requirec. Fe 1y fees: $10 for
adults, $5 for children 12 arc under. Call for
dates. (361) 983-2215.

Bpril 6

Gulf Czast Bird Observatoy Eath Day,
Lake Jackson. Vclunteers arz naeded for
the Bayou Bailout, Forest Tra | Blazing,
Handy Man Helpars, T-ash Bashing and
Mulching Madness. Brirg a lawr chair,
gloves, insect rerellent and fools, F you
have them, labeled w1 you- name.
Sometning for evaryoae, even birdng. 9
am.tc 3 p.m. Free. (€79) 480-0999;
<Awa:gebo,org>

April 6, 13, 20, 27

Bid 1g-on the Brazcs: Stephen F. Austin
State Pak. 2 p.. each Saturday in April.
Join a waking tor of the dark in search of
the many resident bird saeces, including
woodpeckers, birss o prey, wading birds
and werbizrs. Loaner equipraent available
fcr free. (€79) 885-3613, ext 27.

April 13

Bac+yard Habitat Eonenzz, Nature
Ciscovery Cente’, Bellaie. Tios, lestures
and crafte to enhance your backwzrd habitat
for birds end butterflies. Activiiesfor chil-
den anc adults. Sirdwatchirg walks, bird-
bandir:g cemonstrations, retzilers with
everything from birdhouses zrd ‘ezders fo
gft items. The Belaire Garden Siub will be
holding t=eir ann.al spring plart sale. 11
am.tc 5pm. Free. (713) 6E7-655;
<www alurediscoverycenter.orgs

Bpril 13

Attwater's Praitie Chicken ==sival, Eagle
Lake. Lozated near the Attwatzr's Prairie
Chicken Nationa ‘Wildiife Refuge, Zagle
Lake honars this unicue ind geoLs bird on
the ve-ge of extinction. Wildide viswing tours
are available throughout the area. Local
artists disolay arls anc crafts; infermation
booths focus on natu-al F'story of -he area.
(975) 234-2780.

April 12 - 21

Naturs Quest 200z, Canzan. Programs.
ctided fied irips and great fun hichlgrt tis
waekend. Possible sighfings include the
colden-cheeked warbler, blank-casped

vieo, blazk phoebe, Scott's oricle Tre area
is elso rch in butterfly life (800) 210-0380; -

<awrvw.ther.eoms.

Bpril 13, 27

Fennessey Rarcl: Sprng Nafu'e Tours =

Sae Mareh 18,23

Bpril 6, 7, 13, 14, 15, 20, 21
“ellov; Rail Walks ~ Ses March 30— 31

April 20 - 28

Greal Tax=s Birding Ciassic, Texas Coest

This week-long birdi=g teumament 1as a
$50,00G onservation Cash Grard Prze fo
benefit bird habitat protestion; 400 specizs
possible, including ferruc nous pygmy-awl
and green kingfisher. Setional ard week-
leng toursaments. Yo.ith. adult and sanior
categor es. Form a tsamof three fo five
brders, regardless of ab-ity, and come oLt
and erjoy this fun and unique conse-vation
avent. :838) 892-4737,

<M ip#d.state. x. is/gocs.

Rpril 20

Ninth Anr-ual Bluebird Festival Wils
Pont. Heme to more blusbrds than any
pace in Texas, Wills Zoirt celebrates with
ezducational and entertaining programs.
Eriving todrs arts and crafls, games, food
al ecucaticnal bocths, 1903) 873-3171;
<wwwflzsh.net/~j inctionffestival hir>,

April 20

Beg nnng birding class, Vilage
Creek State Park, Lambsrton. 8:50
a.n. tc 12:32 pm 3= per person.
Group recreation area. Lear the

- basics of birding trougk slide pre-

sentations =nd lectires. S22 examples of

- equipment, incudirg kinceulars, books,
 scopes. (Fee ircluaes bircing tour on April

27.) (409) 755-732z.

April 25 - 28

Birding in the Big Tricket, Kountze. A
Eirding celebrazicn wita workshaps on
teginning birding, sha-ograghing birds, bird-
ing on the Met and mcre. Tours offered to
surrounding arees; Anahuac Nationa
Wildlife Re‘uge, High Island, the Big
Thicket. Ctiidrens workskor with hands-on
projects, wzrkshops on figld guides and
Einoculars. Kounze Mddla SchoolThz Big
Thicket. Individual wor«shops $2 eac-, prc-
cram pass $1E, tour pices vary, (86€) 456-
E689; <wwaw kountze com>.

April 27

Birding tzur ard wak, %ilage Creek Staze
Park, Lumbarton. Gti-lea birding walk cf
ctate park and other brrding sites in the
erea. Tour sime depends or weather, birding

| apportunities and n.rrber of sites visited.

Bring binoculars, figlc Juide, water, irsect
rpellent, £nd sazk lurch. € a.m. to nzon,
5 per person. (£08) 755-7322.

April 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27, 28
Birdwalks in Biizhe Pars, Corpus

Chiristi. Members of tha Audibon Outdoor
Club of Corpus Chrisfi lezc walks thraugh
Blucher Petk and ihe expansive lawrs of
the Blucherhomss. T1e par« is the sife of
large fallouts during s3ring Migration. 7:30
am. Free. (361} 991-9051; :
<www.kristv.ccm/aacs.

OLEA AUUVT T OLO1HA
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September

Sept. 1

Ztreme Hummingbird Xtravaganza, Gulf
Ccas: Eid Observatory, Lake Jackson.
Wilness hundreds of migratory ruby-
thrcated hummingbirds as they stock up
on llower nectar or at feeders as they pre-
pare for their southbotnd journey to the
trogies. Lasting up to two weeks. 9 a.m. to
3 £.m. Free. (979° 480-0999;
<www.gebo.orgs>.

Sept. B

Seginning Bird ID S=ries, Corpus
Christi. There will be 12 Monday evening
clesses begirning Sept. 9; includes six
fie d frips with acclaimed birder and natu-
ralist Gene Black ock of the Coastal Bend

Otr

Oct. 12

Celebrate our Natio=al Wildlife Refuges 2002, Aransas and
Metagorda national wildlife refuges. Learn about bird-tanc ng,
repliles and raptors, game-calling, fly fishing, spo-ting degs
and archery, while enjzying barbecue or dutch oven cuisine.” 0
a.m. 0 £ o.m. Free. (321)286-3559; <http:/southwest.fws.zov>.

Oct. 12 - 20

Texas Butterfly Festival, Mission. Celebrate the Valley’s 260-
plus species of butterflies. Internationally renowned speakere,
btterflies in their natural habitats, expert-guided “ield trips
Sgorsored by the Greater Mission Chamber of Commierce. S5
to 65 oer seminar or field trip. (800) 580-2700;

<wiww.lexastutterfly.com>.

Oct. 31 — Nov. 3

Jalrorhea Birdfest. Balmorhea. This festival offers birders
tha opportun ty to explore private ranches and the nezrty
Davis Mountains in search of Montezuma quail, mountain
crickadee and crissal thrasher as well as desert, montane
water end wetlard species of the Trans-Pecos. Speakers will
be well-known Texas birders who are experts on kirds o° 11e
area. (915) 375-2325; <birdingbalmorhea@hotmail.comz.

Bays and Es:uaries 2rogram. $30 mem-
bers; $75 non-membe-s. '261) 835-6247;
<www.cchotanicalgarcers.0:g>.

Sept. 12 - 15

Fummer/Eird Celebration, Rockport.
Speakers, programs, 2utdocr exhibits, a
barding sie- nature-related verdor
bocths, Hummsr Home visits, Eird ng boat
excursions, guided fielc trips ard much
mo-e highlicht this anual “estivel along
the Central Texas ccas:. 52 per
lecture/program. (8001 326-6441;
<www.rcckeart-fulton.orgs>

Sept. 13, 14, 15, 28
Hummirgbird Hayridas, Fennessey

Fanch Bayside Three-hou- tours to the
Mss on River to ebserve hundreds of
htmmingbirds feeding or azres of Turk's
czps. The Mission River is also a major

m gration path for hawks. 7:30 a.m. Prices
ra132 ‘rom $18.90 for a half cay to $45.53
for a full day. (36:1) 529-6609.

Sept. 26 — 29

A Celebration of Fiignt, aarual Corpus
Christi Hawk Waich. Now. ir. its fifth year,
the event is held at Haze Bazemore Park
in the Calallen rea and is open to he
public. The four-cay celebretion takes
place during the 2ea- of hawk migration
and annually delivers the largest concen-
tration of raptors. Las: vear’s event record-
ed alrost 800,000 broacwings. Free.
(361) 881-1818
<WnW.corpusclrsticvb.com>
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be dlfﬁcult {o sort out aH the events of the rive ting drama of howa loose cmlmon of farm~

ers, ranchers, country lawvers and advenrurer-s struggled in a foreign Lmd against daunting
odds to win independence.

This spring, follow the trail of history and view spring migration and wildflowers along the
back roads that traverse the region’s coastal plains, hardwood bottomlands, rolling blackland

APRIL 2002




al tof the state known as “The Cradle of Liberty,
ur road l‘lp‘; revol f:'around three Lw Texas mdepcndcnu sites, as well as nearby parks
-and nature refuges, that lend themselves to a day mp or weekend getaway destined to satis-
fy history buffs and outdoors enthusiasts alike. A visit to any one of these heritage hubs will
reward you with insight into the people, the land and the events from Spanish colonial days
to Texas' entry into statehood in®1845, and delight you with the state’s incomparable natur-
al beauty to boot.

Texas PARKS & WILDLIFE

51




ERHAPS TH= BEST PLACE t begin a jaunt
through the pazes of Texas history is the p.ace where
the fight for Texas independence culminated — on a

spit of coasta praitie krowr as San Jacinto. San
Jacinto Battleground State Historic Site, :ust 20 miles east of
Houston, is one of 13 stzte parks aleng the Texas Independence
Trail. It is here on the grzssy prairie, r.ver ter-ace and marshlard
where the San Jacinto River meets San Jzcinzo Bay that General
Sam Heuston’s outnurr dered Texian army on April 21, 1835,
routed ~,200 Mexican troops under General Antonio Lopez de
Santa Anna. It was this ~8-minute battl= that zave birth to the
Republic of Texas. (This year’s reenactmzn: of the Battle of Sen
Jacinto, featuring uniform=d Mexican aad Texian trocps firing
muskets and cannons and swinginz swords. takes place cn
Saturday, April 20.)

Head straight for the ~ase of the park’s rost visible landmark
— the 570-foot-tall San Jacinto Moaament. This 79-million-
pound National Enginzering Lancmark is built of fossilized
Cordova cream shellstone. Yes, everything is bigger in Texas,
including this monolith, which stands 15 fet taller -han the
Washington Monumen:. For a bird's-eye view of the surround-
ing barttlegrounds, marsh and bay

anc on a clezr day, the
Houston skyline — take the elevator ride 489 feet to tae mon-
ument’s observation deck.

Head back down to the lobby for the mustsee slide presen-
tation “Texas Forever!” narrated by Charlton Heston. This
engaging presentation cavers the estzblishment of New Spain,
Mexicos winning of independence from Spain, Mezican rulz,
the arrival of Anglo setders under Stephea F. Austia in what
would become Texas, Santa Annass ciztatorship, hostiliries lead-
ing up to the Texian revolt and the decisive bartle itsel-.

Proceed to the San Jacinto Museum of History, whose col-

lections range from tae zstablishment of New Spain through
the Mexican revolusion, the Texian insurrection, Battle ¢ San
Jacinto and on throagh statchood and the Civil Wa- zra.
Artifacts dating frora the 1700s include = number of rare itzms
such as Franciscan writings and paintings. Ex-ibits on Texas
heroes Sam Houston, Lorenzo de Zavalz, Mirabeau B. L:mar,
es well as Santa Anna and othezs, bring h:story ro life

Back on the ground, teke a drive through the park and note
the var:ous marzers, rich with d=seriptior;, which help you v:su-
elize how the battle played out. Other granite markers noze the
spots in the uplznds, cak motess and knolls w=ere the Texiar
troops zamped sur of view the night kefc re the -attle and Tom
where they launched their deadly attazk, zs well as the locatior:
of the Mexican brezstwo-ks and encampment :n the lowlands
backing up to the tidel marshes and mudats.

This choice of locat'on proved to be Sarta Annass bigges- tac-
tical mistake. A plarned restoratior o the coastal tallg-ass
prairies will help perk visitors better understard how Tex ans
were able to so completely defeat the Mexican -orces, many of
whom tried to zscape by flecing across what thzy thoaght was
solid ground, only ro be bogged down in the soggy mudf ats.
“he restoration. which will rerurn the landscape to its ~536
look, should be aided by 2 $12 million kend issie approved last
year by Texas voters

Some 100 acres cf wetlands har havz already been restored
now atzract a hest of waders, shorebirds, tern a=d gull spedies.
Follow the newlv completed boardwzlk into the restcred tidal
marsh, and you mav catch a glimpse of the roscate spoonk lls,
reddish egrets, szorks, pelizans, falcons and even river otters that
now pepulate the wetlands. In the sprinz. the pz-k's woodlands
and opzn fields zome alive with migratng birds on this desig-
riated stop on the Great “exas Coastal Birding rail.

JR[ﬁH:T.?‘HG“_I'-D.-BY BiLL Reaves, TxROF



NEARBY ATTRACTIONS

Leaving the park, take Texas Highway 105 west toward Brenham, the home of Blue Bell Creameries, and turn right on Farm Road 50. Follow the
road until it intersects FM 390 (La Bahia Roac) at the 1835 town of Independence, formerly called Cele Settlement, an often overlooked historical
gem. The Baptist Churck where Sam Houston worshiped and the home and burial vauli of his widow, sit at the crossroads of this town.

The most attention-grabbing landmark in Independence is the grouping of faur mascnry columns perched on a hilltop — the site of Old Baylor
(1845), the oldest university in Texas operaling under its original name and the one that gave rise to Baylor University and Mary Hardin Baylor

University. From atop bluebonnet-specked Old Baylor Hill, gaze south just across the highway, whe-e a private residence marks Houston’s origi-
nal homesite, which includes the original coun crib and water well. Old Baylor Park also includes the John P. Coles Home (circa 1820s), an 1839
dogtrot cabin and the Old Gay Hill School attended by area African Americans from 1850 to 1950.

Campers, boaters, hikers and equestrians can end their Texas history quest with a relaxing visit to nearby Lake Somerville State Park Complex,
whose two state parks {Nails Creek and Birch Creek) provide more than 150 campsites and a host of recreational opportunities on the edge of a
11,640-acre reservoir. The 13-mile Somerville Trail, which connects the two parks, caters to horseback riders and also accommodates hikers and

cyclists. The park is another prime spot for seeing spring wildflowers.

E EMERALD-GREEN, wildJower-covered rolling
hills of Washington County provide a perfect opportu-
nity to spend a day or two soakirg up one of the state’s
most historic and scenic areas Washington-on-the-

Brazos State Historic Site, the “Philacelphia of Texas,” com-
memcrates the time in the bone-chilling winter of 1836 when
59 cit zen-delegates gathered in the old La Bahfa Road settle-
ment overlooking the Brazos River to declare Texas’ indepen-
dence from Mexico.

A handsome limestone, state-of-the-crt visitor center anchors
the 263-acre park, which includes the old Washingron townsite
(a dracty frame building called Indeperdence Hall), the Star of
the Republic Museum and Barrington Living History Farm.
Displays of Republic of Texas memorzbilia and artifacts com-
minglz with computerized interactive exhibits to provide
insight into the comoelling story of the “Founding Fathers of
Texas,” as well as the republic’s various =-hnic groups who lived
and worked the land in the republic’s czpital until Texas’ annex-
ation in 1846. George Childress, the “Thomas Jefferson of
Texas,” penned the Texas Declaration of Independence adopt-
ed by delegates on March 2, 1836, as 3anta Anna’s troops laid
siege to the Alamo.

Check out the wall map that shows the route of two of the
most important early Texas trails — La 3ahfa Road and El

A replica of Independence Hall commemorates the site where the Texas
Declaration of Independence was signed. The ruins of Old Baylor University
are in Independence.

Cemino Real. “The Nadons Last President 3 His Family”
exhibit spotlights the Ife of Anson Jones, who ran an antebel-
lum plantation in the Brazos River Valley in thz 1850s, a story
portrayed at the Barrington Living History Farm (see “The
Forgotten Story,” Febrazry 2002).

A new interpretive trail lzads visitors to tae Washington
townsite and its “main street’ — a grassy path skirting stands
of magnolia trees. Take a short walk down the hill to a riverside
observation deck marking thz spot of the fornrer Brazos River
ferrv landing. The ferry was established in the 1820s by
Ancrew Robinson, orz of the Old Three Fundred, who were
the settlers who receivzd lanc grants in Stephen E Austin’s first
colcny in 1821. The park picric area and children’s playground
in a pecan grove along the river provide a perfect ourdoor set-
tirg to enjoy glorious spring weather amid bluebonnets, Indian
paintbrush, primrose and other wildflowers.

[nside the Star of the Repuslic Museum is the carliest known
surviving “exas flag, cu-rency from the Republic of Texas, 2
Bowie knife and the oaly kaown copy o The Tarantula, a
Washington newspaper dated Feb. 9, 1942. Children will love
taking the wheel of the replica of the Brazos riverboar, The
Yellowstore, and going fcr a vi-tual ride down the river courtesy
of a video screen.
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1 HE “COME AND TAKE IT" CANNON d-a- firec the
first shot for Texas incependence. The Immertzl 52, The
Runaway Scrape. ke Sam Houston Oak. “The
Lexington of Tzxas.” The pages of early Texas h story res-

onzze with the momentous even:s that took place in znd a-ound
the town of Genzales during Texas' fght for independerce.

Gonzales is an easy day tip from Aastin and San Antonio.
He-e the fi-st shot of the revolutoa was fired, aad 32 men
answered Travis' desperate czll for reinforzements 2t the Alamo.
Days later, General Houstor was in Genzales whea he received
word that the Alamo had faller, beginning his farmo s retreat
to San Jacinzo.

Seart with a visit to the batleg-ourd on the banss of the
lime-green Guaadalupe wherz 13 Genzaes men under Joseph
Clements h.d the ferrv and defi=d the Vexican soldiers’ orders
to return a smell canron given to the sestlers to cefend them-
selves against Karankawa Irdian raids. ~5 -each rhe site, -ake
U.S. 87 west of Gonzales end proceed sx miles to the Firs: Shot
of the Texas Revolution menument Folow the spar abour a
milz to the river, where a flagpo’e and small gray granire mark-
er cznote the battleground. If vou've get = canoe cr sma l boat,
this is an exzcllznt spot to zunch a boat ino the lily pzd-cov-
ered waters. Two small wooden piers provide a perfec: Fshing
perch or a gques place to r=flec: an historica. events.

True to ke Mexican survey of 1832, Genzales remans the

only town in Texas that retains its original configuration ¢~
seven town squares. Just south of the main town plaza is the
Old Jail Museum, and around the corner the stately county
courthouse faces Texas Heroes Square just across U.S. 183. The
smell of the Gonzales Food Market’s smoked barbecue waftinzg
ecross the square may convince you to pos-pone the history
tour for a while to satisfy more pressing cravings.

What Gonzales city fathers have recogrized as the true
*Come and Take [t” cannon czn be viewed at the Gonzales
Memorial Museum at 414 Smith St. Curator Mary Arnold car
expound on how the cannon came to rest ar the museum, as
well as peint out oher interesting memorabilia.

Spring is a good time to comb.ne a tour of Gonzales County:
wildflower hotspots with tours o= some of the town’s many h-s-
toric res-dences. Five homes are spen to the public during th=
historic a1omes tou- the last weekend in April.

Not part of the tcur, but open by appointment, is the McLure-
Braches Home. Located on County Road 361 about 10 miles
cast of town just off U.S 90A (look for the roadside sign for th=
Sam Hcuston Oak), this former stage stop and 19th-century
Gonzales County social zathering spot on Peach Creek rises liks
the ghost of Tara from its pastoral setting. A national and statz
landmarz. the homre was popularized by Janice Woods Windl:
i her Fistorical novel Ziwe Wormen. This Greek Revival-stylz

mansion (circa 1843), though restored during modern times, is
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unfurnished and retains the raw look and feel of an antebellum
prairie home. The upstairs window provides a picture-book view
of the fabled Sam Houston Oak roughly 100 yards away, where
the leader of the Texian Army is said to have rested during the
early morning hours of March 13, 1836, after ordering the burn-
ing of Gonzales during the Runaway Scrape. Contact the

and /ﬂm‘my

Gonzales Chamber of Commerce (see sidebar) for a tour.

Spice up this years wildflower-viewing and discover just
how Texas came to be by spending a day or a weekend sam-
pling a slice of history along today’s paved “trails.” #

ROB MCCORKLE s the media relations coordinetor for Texas
Larks and Wildlife and writes frequently about Texas state parks

THE TEXAS INDEPENDENCE TRAIL

THE TEXAS INDEPENDENCE TRAIL Region travel guide is the second in a series being developed by the Texas Historical Commissicn to celebrate
and promote the historical and cultural treasures in 10 trail regions. The Texas Travel Trails Regional Program lies at the heart of the commission’s
heritage tourism efforts designed to heighten the awareness of the importance of historic and cultural resources to the travel experience.

To learn more about heritage tourism in Texas or to obtain a free Texas Independence Trail Region travel guide, visit the THC Web site:
<www.thc.state.tx.us?, or call toll-free (877) 55-TRAIL.
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GETTING THERE

THE SAN JACINTO Battleground State Historic
Site is 20 miles east of downtown Houston.
From Loop 610, take Texas Highway 225 East
for eight miles. Exit on Battleground Road and
turn left. Admission is free to the park and the
San Jacinto Museum of History. Nominal
admission fees are charged for the
Observation Floor, Texas Forever!! The Battle
of San jacinto and the Battleship Texas. For
information about San Jacinto
Battleground and Battleship Texas state his-
toric sites, call (281) 479-2431 or go to
«www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/battlesh/>. For
information about the San Jacinto Monument
and Museum, call (281) 479-2421 or go to
{www.sanjacinto-museum.org>.

To reach the Baytown Nature Center, take
I-10 East toward Beaumont and take the Spur
330 exit (Decker Drive). Turn right on Bayway,
go two miles and turn right on West Shreck.
For more information, call (281) 420-7128.

Candy Abshier Wildlife Management Area
is located at Smith Point. From Houston, take
l-10 East to Hankamer, then take Texas 61

more

south to its intersection with FM 562. Follow
FM 562 south 22 miles to Smith Point. The
area is open daily. For more information, call
(409) 736-2551 or go to <www.tpwd.state.
tx.us/wma/wmarea/abshier.htm).

Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historic
Site is off State Highway 105 between
Brenham and Navasota. The park is open
daily; Barrington Living History Farm is closed
Monday and Tuesday. The Star of the Republic
Museum is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. For
more information, call the park at (936) 878-
2214 or go to <www.birthplaceoftexas.com».

To find out more about Washington County’s
bluebonnet trails and the other attractions of
Washington County, including Independence,
contact the chamber of commerce at (888)
273-6426, (979) 836-3695 or go to (www.
brenhamtexas.com?. The chamber is at 314 S.
Austin St. in downtown Brenham.

Lake Somerville State Park is approximate-
ly halfway between Houston and Austin, just
north of U.S. Highway 290. The Birch Creek
Unit is on the north side of the lake and the
Nails Creek Unit is on the west side. For infor-

R > =
OO MW 0 S O S S RN A I O R

mation, call (800) 792-1112 or go to
<www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/lzkesome/». To
reserve campsites call (512) 389-8900 or go
to ¢www.tpwd.state.tx.us/pa-k/parks.htm»
and click on “Make Park Reservations.”

For information on exploring Gonzales, con-
tact the Gonzales Chamber of Commerce,
(888) 672-1095, visit ther Web site,
<www.gonzalestexas.com> or visit the Old Jail
Museum just south of the main town plaza.

Palmetto State Park is located 10 miles
northwest Gozales off U.S. Highway 183. For
information, call the park at (830) 672-3266,
the general information number at (800) 792-
1112 or go to <www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/
palmetto/s. To reserve campsites call (512)
389-8900 or go to <www.tpwd.state.bx.us/
park/parks.htm? and click on “Make Park
Reservations.”

M.O. Neasloney WMA is 20 miles north-
west of Gonzales just off Statz Highway 8o.
The WMA is open by prior arrangement only.
Call (830) 424-3407 for more information or
go to <www.tpwd.state.tx.us/wma/wmarea/
neasloney.htm». — Garland Levit
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WHEN TWO BROTHERS TOOK OVER MANAGEMENT OF THE FAMILY LAND IN
THE PINEYWOODS, THE RETURN OF TURKEYS SIGNALED THEIR SUCCESS.

By Todd H. Votteler

N MARCH 28, 1997, a‘ter years of work

and antizipation, I founc the first turkey

track at our zamilv farme near Lore Star. |

crouched down and turned or the video

camera. Thz adges of this track in the mid-

dlz of the sandy logzng roac were still

sharp, telling me that iz was fresh. Years of work had oaid off,
and the turkeys had returnec.

Three vears later, turkey hune-

property would be preserved and, when possible, expanded and
enhznced. Second, our land would continue to provide a
scurce cf incorre to aar family. And finally, we wanted our
property to serve as an examplz to lccal landowners o how the
wise management of natural resourzes can yield a profit while
preserving the natural characteristics of the lanc.

We were mctivated ia part by the knowledge that nearly 70
percent of the continenzal Unized Szates is privately owned, and
mote than 930 mill-on az-es of this

ing was reinstated ia Morris
County for he first timre in mo-z
than 50 vears. While the return
of eastern rurkeys and turkey
hunting to East Texas began
decades befzze, our little corner
of East “exas played a role. In the
process, we discovered how
landowners can he.p easure that
turkeys zre neve- again absent
from the Pireywocds.

Our work began in 1992,
when my brother Tad and I
assumed the responsibiity for
managing 167 ac-es cf land thzt
we call The Farm, z property that
has been owned by cur family
since the 1300s. Most of the lard
had been cleared by the 193Cs. I
the late 1940s, the fllow farm

prvate ‘and is cropland, pasture-
land or rangzland, whizh is man-
agzd by less than 2 perzent of the
pepu arion. In Texas, mere than 90
perceat of the land is privately
cvmned Fo: these reasons, we
believe that it is importan: for us to
aciively manage our lend. We are
guided by the ideas of Aldo
Leopold {a sioneer in the science
cf gam= management and a leader
in  conservation  philosophy)
embodied ir this quote:

The central theii: cf Game
IManagemen: is this: game can be
restored b1 he creative wse of the
stme tools which Fave heretofore
destroyed 1t — axe, plasy cow, fire,

and gui:

was planted in loblollr pines. Today the o ling hills zre popu-
lated with a mixture of mature znd sapling pines, with sweet-
gum, swemo tupelo ard red, white ard wazer oak in the bot-
toms along a sandy creck. The prope-ty is tisected 5y a wide
powerline right-of-way:

When Tac and I took ove: management of the property, we
decided to 4o so sustainably and for mul=ple uses. First, we
decided that the rema ning va'uable natural amenities of the

Aldo Leopold, Game
Managerent, 1933

One of our first major decisions was to preserve thz remain-
irg natural habitat on tae trazt. Some €C acres of rixed mature
harcwoods and pines had been lext zlone for asour 50 years.
Ve regularly -eceived unsolicited requests from independent
leggers 1o cut this timber. Tad anc T realized that the value of
this habitat could be greatly enh:znced by linzing it to the
wildlife openings (cleared areas where we planted fcod plots)
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BROOD HABITAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT LIMITING FACTOR in wild turkey populations. Wildlife openings can make good brood habitat.
Some experts recommend three to five acres of wildlife openings for every 100 acres, ranging in size from one-half acre to 10 acres. The open-
ings should be distributed throughout the property. Long, linear and, if possible, irregular shapes are better than square openings, because
the edge effect is enhanced by shapes that have the most area where two or more habitat types are in contact. Roads and utility rights-of-way
make ideal preexisting openings. Openings should be established where insect production is high; for example, near wetlands and streams.

Fire has always been a natural and extremely important factor in the development of forests in North America. Before the arrival of humans,
fires were started primarily by lightning. Fire influences many factors, including the accumulation of dead leaves and twigs and other plant
material called litter, the genetic adaptation of plants, plant diversity, and the presence and abundance of forest insects, parasites and fungi.
Many native plants have evolved with fire and respond well after controlled burns. Fire increases the quantity and quality of food for wildlife
because the new plant growth that sprouts after the fire is preferred by turkeys, deer and other animals.

Burned areas can also be rich in insects. Controlled burns are commonly used in Southeastern pine forests to open the ground level, or
understory, by eliminating thick ground cover that can hide predators and make travel difficult for turkey poults. Fire also encourages the
growth of grasses and forbs, which turkeys need. The long growing season in the South provides ideal conditions for the growth of tree and
shrub growth in the understory, making periodic controlled burns very important.

The fragmentation of rural Texas lands into smaller and smaller tracts is a huge problem for wildlife managers. From 1982 to 1997, 2.6 mil-
lion acres were converted from rural land to urban land. Fragmentation has been greatest in East Texas.

“In addition to habitat degradation, habitat fragmentation is the single most important factor impacting many wildlife species at the local
state and national level,” says John Burk, Turkey Program leader for TPW. “Species with large home ranges, such as turkeys, are especially

impacted by fragmentation. Population declines and eventual extirpation are the end result of fragmentation as it impacts wild turkeys.”

and habitats found elsewhere on the property. To preserve and
enhance this linkage, we established streamside management
zones, or SMZs, along our creek. SMZs are buffers along
waterways where the trees are not harvested. This helps protect
the quality of the stream by preventing soil and debris from
entering the waterway. SMZs are also important for numerous
species of wildlife, including rurkeys, which like to roost in trees
over water at night.

We introduced fire through the use of controlled burns,
which can enhance the plant diversity that benefits wildlife and
reduce the risk of wildfire by consuming excess vegetation with-
out harming mature trees. Turkeys like to feed in areas that have
recently been burned. In 1993, we burned a total of 104 acres.
Prior to burning, fire breaks were plowed around the burn area,
and water bars (humps across the dirt roads) were installed to
reduce erosion after the burn.

One of the most important projects we undertook was the
enhancement of wildlife openings — cleared areas where forbs
and brush could grow. We planted a variety of plants in the
clearings to provide food for turkeys at various times through-
out the year. We seeded roadways with crimson clover and rye
grass to further reduce erosion and serve as green fire breaks.
Clover and rye grass produce large amounts of seed that artract
insects needed by poults, and mature turkeys can eat both seeds
and insects.

Food plots for turkeys and white-tailed deer were planted
along the powerline right-of-way to make use of the manmade
wildlife opening. Our plant of choice was chufa, a variety of
nutsedge that is now a widely planted perennial for wildlife
across the South. It produces underground tubers relished by
turkeys. Turkeys feed on chufa from fall until it is gone, usual-
ly by early spring. Deet, hogs and raccoons cover chufa as well.

Our stands of loblolly pine were varied in age through mul-
tiple plantings to reduce their vulnerability to the southern pine
beetle and to increase their value as wildlife habirar.
Unevenaged stands of pine (planted with trees of different ages)
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interspersed with SMZs provide a greater diversity of habitat
for wildlife than large uninterrupted stands of evenaged pines.

As part of our efforts we enrolled The Farm in the Texas
Forest Service’s Stewardship Incentive Program (SIP) in 1992
with the help of Michael Murphrey, who is the Conservation
Education Forester for the TES. The Farm became the first SIP
tract in the Pittsburg District of the TFS. A forester with TES
comes out to your property, walks it with you and makes rec-
ommendations for hardwood planting, wildlife food plots and
streamside management zones. The TES also can assist in
obtaining contractors to perform the services.

Before we began to prepare The Farm to host eastern turkeys,
Texas Parks and Wildlife had attempted to transplant Rio
Grande turkeys to East Texas. Rio Grandes are plentiful in the
western half of Texas, and once flourished in Fast Texas.
However, the effort to establish Rio Grandes in Fast Texas
failed. John Burk, Turkey Program leader for TPW, notes that
Rio Grande turkeys do best in areas that receive 18 to 35 inch-
es of rainfall annually; East Texas gets 50 to 70 inches. Burk the-
orizes that Rio Grande hens nest near water, while eastern
turkey hens nest in upland habitats. For this reason, trans-
planted Rio Grande turkeys may lose their nests when East
Texas riparian areas flood.

Once TPW realized that eastern turkeys were needed to
repopulate East Texas, turkeys were acquired through the
National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) Targer 2000
Program. Target 2000 was created for states like Texas that had
large areas of suitable habitat, but no broodstock source to trap
from and no species of wildlife to trade. Receiving states pay
donor states the average annual cost of trapping and transfer-
ring turkeys or a replacement fee. Eastern turkeys are difficult
to capture, so the average reimbursement to other states was
$525 per turkey. Broodstock turkeys were imported from
Alabama, Arkansas, Connecticut, Georgia, lowa, Louisiana,
Mississippi, Missouri, South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia
and Wisconsin. The majority of the birds came from Iowa,




THE FRAGMENTATION OF LARGE, CONTIGUOUS TRACKS OF LAND INTO SMALLER
DEVELOPED PARCELS IS A DETRIMENT TO TURKEY REINTRODUCTION.
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where it wes zasier to trap the turkeys in deep snow when they
concentrated in “arge, vulnerable numbers near bait. More than
7,200 easterns were released in East Texas through Target 2000.

The closest easzemn turkey release sites to The Farm were the
bottoms in Czmp County, Simpsoa Lake in zhe southwest cor-
ner of Cass County and the New Mountin release site in
northeastern Upshur Counzy. The first two release sites were
about five miles frem The Sarm to the northwest and east, and
the last site was about eighe miles to the southwest. According
to Burk, “All of these releases were complated five to 10 years
ago, and subsequert reprecuction and population expansion
resulting frory the original releases -hroughcut Fast Texas will
be sufficient ro fill all availzble hab._rats.

“To have bzen considered a legitimate ezstern turkey restora-
tion release site, a prepestv cr group of preperties needed to
contain 5,000 acres of su_teble eastzrn turkey habitat,” he con-
tinues. “We have seen some preliminary evidence from an
ongoing Fio Grande trkey study (n the Edwards Plateau that
the actual minimum zcreage aeeded by turkeys may be much
larger than 5,000 acres.”

For this rzasor, tre fragmentation of large, contiguous tracks
of land inzo smaller develoozd parcels is a detriment to turkey
reintroduct.0n. Tad anc I are hoping to pu: the profits from
our timbe- sales inzo acquiring adjcining tracts with high habi-
tat value to slow th2 land fragmentation trend in our own way.

“The future of the eastern turkey program in Fast Texas is in
the hands of landowners,” says Burk. “Turkeys must have
mature timber threughout the year and knee-high grasses and
weeds frorm April through June, or they cannot survive. Where
responsiblz lard management allows these components to exist
on a larger scele. you will Jind turkeys. Where either of these
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coriponents have been removed, you will f nd none. There a-e
healthy populadens of turkeys in almost every one of the 57
counties stocked. but the best areas are aleng the Red River”
Excellent turkey habitac in East Texas is also located on U.S.
Forest Service lar ds, much of which is open to hunting.

Over the last 10 years, TPW and TFS heve assisted Tad and
me in realizing our goals. The land and wildlife have respond-
ed -0 the changzs we made. Native planzs are returning in the
burned areas. Weod ducks are using nesting Soxes placed at the
pond. For several winters now a pair of ba'd cagles has returned
to roost ovzr the pond. Beavers have retumed and have been
creating new wetlands, sometimes to our chagrin.

While turkeys ~ave returned, their numbe-s have a way to go
before there are 210ugh on our land to hun-, and a long way to
go before they -ival the populations that oace occupied Eest
Texas, as descrised in the following historical account from
Lard of Bears ane Honey by Joe Truett and Daniel Lay:

Furkeys swarn:ed over the countryside. Fray Juan Agustin Morf,
a Spanish missionzry to the East Texas Indian:, left an account of
them in the early 1700s: “Along the banks of he streams and the
outskirts of the weods the droves of wild turkey: are so numerous
thaz they disturb the traveler with their clucking.”

In the 18305 iz Jasper County Sol Wrighss grandfather put
bells on the horses and turned them out at nugh: to graze, and m
the spring, m turkzy gobbling time, when e weuld go out in the
earty morning to arive them in, he could Favaly hear the bells for
the turkeys cobbling.”

ToDD VOTTELER was bitten by the turkey hunting bug in the
spring of 1989, while sitting in the crown of a large live oak in
Schleicher County near the San Saba River.
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season is to huntng— the
harbinger of a new season.
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The fine of anglers arcs across the Colorado River
in a horseshoe curve, looking like a living dam straining to hold back
the flood of white bass swimming upstream to spawn.

STILL, THE FISHERS ARE LOSING THE BATTLE —
badly — even though they are hauling in fish, sometimes two at
a time. Fish stream past, even swimming between anglers’ legs,
driven by an ancient urge to reproduce. This abundance
attracts a loyal following among anglers. In the days before
limits, it was not unusual to see an angler dragging a stringer
holding 50 or more white bass. Only a fraction of these, as far
as the typical fisherman was concerned, ever got cleaned or
made it to the skillet. The angler ran out of want-to before the
cleaning job was finished. There was much waste along with
pressure applied to the fishery.

Thanks to a change of attitude, white bass are now regulated
like any other game fish. Statewide there is a minimum 10-inch
legal length (12 inches in a few places), and the creel limit is a
generous 25 fish per day.

THE FISH FOR THE REST OF US

If the largemouth bass could be called the luxury car of the
fishing world, requiring a heavy investment of time and money,
the white bass could be called the economy car. Fishing for
white bass requires no expensive tackle and, during the spring
run, some of the best fishing spots are accessible from the bank.

White bass are native to the central United States, including
the Red River drainage. Thanks to stocking, they can now be
found in Central Texas lakes and tributary streams from Canyon
Lake to Lake Whitney, from Lake Somerville to Lake
Buchanan. The popularity of white bass fishing is not damaged
at all by the fact that fishers pursue them amid some of the state’s
prettiest scenery.

Of the three temperate basses found in Central Texas (white,
striped and hybrid striped), only white bass reproduce in signif-
icant numbers. While white bass look somewhar like their
cousins, they are easily distinguished from stripers and hybrids
by the fact that white bass have only one tooth patch on the
back of the tongue, while the others have two. In addition, white
bass have only one stripe running along the side all the way to
the tail, while the others have several. White bass bear several
local nicknames, sand bass or sandies being the most common,
but just follow the “rule of one” — one tooth patch, one stripe
to the tail — and you can easily identify white bass.

Few white bass see their fifth birthday; and in fact, overharvest
of sexually immature females in years past may have contributed
to a decline in numbers. White bass grow rapidly, and females
often reach harvestable size — and wind up on the dinner table
— before reproducing. Therefore, in 1995 Texas Parks and
Wildlife changed the minimum legal length from 10 inches to
12 inches on a number of lakes in order to allow the females ro
mature and reproduce.

FINDING SANDIES
Just as it was three decades ago, before length and creel limits
were imposed to protect the resource, the supreme spawning
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run is in the Colorado River above Take Buchanan, the river
stretch where Colorado Bend State Park is located now. (It was
called Lemon’s Camp before becoming a state park.) Of all the
places I've fished the white bass run, this stretch of river is my
favorite. It has the best mix of access, scenery, variery of waters
and number of fish. (Strong spring runs of white bass also occur
in streams feeding lakes Canyon, Georgetown, Granger,
Limestone, Lyndon B. Johnson, Somerville, Travis, Waco,
Whitney and Buchanan.)

Colorado Bend State Park marks the junction where the back-
water of the lake meets the moderately flowing river. Some fish-
ers come from Lake Buchanan via boat, but the trip is imprac-
tical. It is casier to drive to the park, which is halfway between
Lampasas and San Saba on Ranch Road 580. Just follow signs
to the park entrance; from there, you must walk to the fishing
water. This is a primitive park with few facilities. For me, thar is
the charm of the place.

By March the whites will have worked their way from the lake
up into the river, and they will also be accessible from Sulphur
Springs Camp, a privately owned facility upstream of the state
park. A dirt road parallels the river for most of the four-mile-
long property, and this is productive water once the fish get up
this far. Bring waders; you'll need them. Also bring a change of
clothes. This is pay-attention wading on an uneven, rocky bot-
tom, and a spill at some point during the day is likely.

The last access is Barefoot Camp, above Sulphur Springs. If
water flow is adequate, there will be white bass on the run up
this far by the time April shows on the calendar.

Private property blocks land access to fishing holes on some
streams, such as the long stretch of the Trinity River above Lake
Livingston and the east fork of the Trinity, which feeds Lake Ray
Hubbard near Dallas. However, boat ramps on these lakes make
it possible for boaters to reach the best areas.

One of the keys to successful fishing is to keep in contact with
the pin-striped nomads as they make their way upstream. They
will be here today and gone tomorrow until they wind up on the
spawning grounds. If you see several fishers working a short
stretch, this is a pretty good indication thar they are into fish. If
you join the bunch, mind your manners. Others were here first.

SANDIES ON THE MOVE

The key to successful white bass fishing lies in understanding
their habits. Most of a white bass year is spent roaming the open
waters of a reservoir in search of food. White bass prefer larger
bodies of water with sand flats (whence the fish got their com-
mon nicknames, sand bass or sandies). In late winter and early
spring, though, there is a temporary change of routine. The fish
migrate out of lakes into tributaries to spawn. In the case of
streams that have been dammed, the fish congregate below
dams or even over submerged islands and wind-blown points.
The timing of peak concentrations will vary, depending on the
part of the state. There is about a month between spawning



Any reservoir with a white
bass population will have
a spawning run of some
intensity. You'll find fish
in the same places at
about the same time.




FOOLING FISH WITH FLlES

IF RAKING IN WHITE BASS tWﬁ ata fima \mth ;

rod and reel is no longer challenge erough
for you, consider fly fishing. “Ay fishing

. rivers for white bass car: be vay ploductrve i

when the fish are on their ‘spawning rin,”
says veteram fly fisher ioe Hobinson, co-

founder of The Austin Angler flyfishingstore.

His fishing hole of choice IS the Colorado
River above Lake Buchanan,

Robinson pioneered fly ﬁ;h__in"g for white‘

bass. Although he no lorger owns the store,
he continues to teach Ay .ﬁshiug. The funda-
mentals are the same as fishing minuscule
iigswith_spii’*-ning_géaa} parti:idarly when the
‘water temperamré rises above 6o degrées

deep: “To get action,” Rcbinsbn says, “you

might need a sinking or sink-tip line to com-
plemerit flating line. White bass feed on or
near tha bottom in ariver, and unless you can
‘get a bail down ta thew, you are wasting
tlme Smce the bass feed primarily on small

river minr.ows, the niost effective lure s a

‘minnow imitation ora streamer in a hook size |

6 through 12. It is importast that the patterns

be tmd on hooks withsnas guards, or ti'edf 50 '
they run heok up in jig fashion; otherwise,
you will be hanging constantly on the racky :

bottom and losing flies.” ;
While rods designed ke cast 4 throiig

-we:gﬁt lines can be wsed, Robinson remm~

this camyﬂn area,” he pomts out

TRACKING WHITE BASS

Most stream-fed reservmrs in Texas will

: Bave a spring wh:te bass run into tri butaues-

ieg«:!lng the lake: You can checl the status of: |
the rus for specific lakes all over the stateby
accessing the TPW. weekly ﬁshmg repo at
ovwwitpad. state.tx.us/fish/fish.htms.
more “information on white bass
anwwipwd.stal s/fish finfish/speci
wib/wibhtmy, -
For mfbrmation tallored for fly fi shers,

. check put Flyfshers Guide to Texas by Phil
"Sh-al_cr (526.95, wndeme_ss “Adven

and the whites are in water two to four feet . choi
activity in Choke Ca~yon Reservoir ir South Texas and in the
lakes near the Dallas-Fert Worth Mzt-oplex.

Actually, there are twe whiz= bass spawning runs. Thas first is
the appearance of srallisk males on the spawnirg grounds.
Then about a monrth later comes the true run, when the
females rendezvous with: the ma'es. For marting, they seek out
the strongest current to suspenz the eggs. If the river flow is
inadequate, the whites will instead cepend on the -ailrace of 2
dam or wind action over a submerzed island. Unlike black bass,
whites do nct build nests ot p-otect their eggs. After being
released, the eggs drift uatil they cling to vegetation or rocks
and eventually hatch or die The progeay produced ge: no pro-
tection.

I've been fishing the whize bass run, at one place or another,
for more thar: 30 years. The runs of zoday can't compzte to the
old days, the prima-y rzason being inadequate warer flows
resulting from a comoiretion o droughts and human manip-
ulation of river flows. Rivers “2duced to trickles, e-ratic releases
of water through dams, aad capricious winds don't previde the
stable conditions needec for —ae fish to spawn consistently.

FISHING SMART

While there are not as ma~y fish making the upstieam pil-
grimage, there are morz than enough to satisfy demand.
However, a high numbz- of aungry fish packed inte a small
area doesn't make the= a cinch to cazch. As with cther zypes of
fishing, you have to knovs what vou are doing.

First, fish in the right place. Any teservoir with a white bass
population will have a spawn nz run of some intznsity. These
spots are precsy well-known, 2nd anv local bait stop #ill have
this information. The calenda- won't vary much over tke years;
you'll find fish in the same pleces at about the same time,

Second, think small. *¥ken wh tes move from the zke into
a tributary, thzir dietary habits caange. Shad make up the basic
diet most of the year, Bat when the bass are in the rivers, the
basic forage shifts to moszly river minnows and some crawfish,
which are small. And the most effective bait, natural cr artifi-
cial, is one that matchss this diminusive size.
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mends a &-or 7—wasrht a6 a more prad]cal
o, “The wmd can blow strnng through o

Press, (800) 9253339, (wwv@.ﬁrildadv.mm)_.-'

GEAR DOWIN FOR SANMD BASS

Most white bass fishers use spinning tackle. Floyd Clearman
lives on the Pecernales arm of Lake Travis. “T've been fishing the
white bass run for more than 40 yezrs, and the most common
mistake I've sesn is usirg ackle too large,” hz says. “I fsh a
medium-sized reel on a light-action red with four-pounc-test
line and a %-ounce white bucktail jig I never change cclor.”
“Water clarity ir. the Pedernales is outstanding most of the t me,
and the light line definitely makes a difference. The jig usaally
produces best when there is a sight murkiness. When the water
is spigot-clear, a live minnow seined from the same stretch of
river you'll be prospecring is the better bait. Thzse wild bai-fish
definitely are superior to store-bought minnows.

Fishing these lightweight baits can be tricky. Since whitzs in
a river tend to feed on zr near the bottom, you neec to put a
bait down with them Minnews ard =ven jigs are sometimes
suspended by floats to <eep them frem snagging in bortom
recks. I prefer o fish sans = float so I can keep a jig right aear
the bottom in the most preductive watzr. With larger-diameter
monofilament it is more difficult to get the bait down and keep
it down. Clearman preters to wade and fish where he can get
the bait at the proper depth. “I like to cast upstzeam into pock-
ers of water — not right it the current — and let the jig sink
end reel it back slowly. = you feel it bumping the bottom now
znd again, you are fishing the right plazes,” he says.

If a %-ounce jig is not working, go to a smaller %¢- or =ven
¥ ,-ounce weight. White is th= standard color. but cther pale
shades such as light blue, yellow and chartreuse also produce.
Some fishers prefer the combinaticn of a light-colored Eody
znd a dark head. “I like the cembination of a chartreuse kody
end a black or orange heac,” says Johnny Procell, who guides
on Ray Hubbard and scme other reservoirs in the Metroolex.
S ze seems to b= more crucial taan celor. If you have a prok:lem
wth casting a crappie jiz ard getting the artific.al nea- the >ot-
tom, try fishing a pair o jizs in tandem. You not ony ge: the
bznefit of twice the weght, but if ective fish zre feeding, you
sometimes will catch th=m two at a time.

As the buds on trees begin to swell and the days grow longer
erd warmer, a white bass fishirg trip is the perfect way to kagin
the fishing season. ¥t
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passion for o 7 —
and launched a generation
of career birders.
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often compared Edgar B. Kincaid, Jr., to the reddlqh egret. Iall

thin and nervous, he bore a striking resemblance to the Taniky,
jumpy coastal bird. Even Edgar’s hair — an unruly silvery shock
through which he frequently ran his hands — called to mind
the flailing plumes of the egret’s crest.

This man of odd behaviors and high passions was, from the
carly 1940s until his death in 1985, the Don Quixote of Texas
birding, Years before conservationists like Rachel Carson sound-
ed the alarm about environmental degradation, Kincaid voiced
concerns about habitat destruction. He was chivalrous, digni-
fied, eccentric and generous to a fault. His passion for birds was
a gift he gave to others, and many of the young acolyte-birders
he rook under his wing have translated that passion into careers.

Wildlife artist Nancy McGowan credits Kincaid with instill-
ing in her the importance of painting birds in their native habi-
tats. The founders of two successful bird touring companies,
Victor Emanuel (Victor Emanuel Nature Tours) and Rose Ann
Rowlett and her brother John (Field Guides, Inc.), grew up bird-
ing with Edgar, who tutored them in the nuances of field iden-
tification.

“Edgar left us with many serious lessons, for instance about
birding technique and the consequences of habitar loss,” says
David Braun, former director of the Nature Conservancy. “But
it was his sheer enthusiasm for birds that affected me the most.
I still feel a rush of excitement when I get a great look at even a
common bird.”

Of the many legacies Edgar Kincaid bequeathed to Texas
birding and ornithology, the heftiest is The Bird Life of Texas, a
two-volume, 10-pound masterpiece he spent 11 years editing. A
project begun in the early 1900s by Harry Church Oberholser,
the text had burgeoned to an unwieldy 3 million words by the
time its obsessive author died in 1963.

Frank Wardlaw, then editor-in-chief of the University of Texas
Press, implored Edgar to whittle the manuscript down to a man-
ageable size, perhaps not realizing he was placing the bulky tome
into the hands of an equally compulsive bird person. The brit-
tle, yellowing pages of Oberholser’s text were stored in orange
boxes that occupied about six feet of shelving in the bookease in
Edgar’s office at the press. Slowly but surely, and with the sup-
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éhls imagination more than the trappings and deralls of ranching,
He left the ranch in 1939 and went to Austin to the University
of Texas, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in botany. People
often asked him why he didnt study ornithology. He replied
that to know birds, one had to know their habitats.

While he was a student, Edgar moved in with his aunt and
uncle, Bertha and J. Frank Dobie. A professor at UT, Dobie was
a folklorist, prolific writer and raconteur, while Bertha was his
witty, erudite wife and scribe. For the rest of his life, Edgar lived
with the Dobies in their white, Cape Cod-like bungalow, which
sat on a quiet street on the south edge of the university campus.

With a secure roost and no pressing need to carn a living —
Edgar held a few jobs after graduating, but for the most part, he
lived off family investments — the young self-taught ornitholo-
gist threw himself headlong into birds. He went on lengthy
sojourns to Chicago and New York, where he studied the bird
collections at the leading natural history museums. He was a fer-
vent member of the Texas Ornithological Society. A walking
compendium of ornithological knowledge, he was an indis-
pensable, unpaid advisor to Roger Tory Peterson on Field Guide
to the Birds of Texas and Field Guide to Western Birds.

The Bird Life of Texas conveys Edgar’s obsessive and gloomy
concerns about the relentless decline of birds caused in large
measure by the destruction of their habitat. He writes of the
whooping crane: “Thousands of visitors have viewed the far-
famed big white birds from the deck of excursion boats on the
Intracoastal Canal.... Most of these persons realize that each
visit may be the last for them or the cranes, for America or the
world.”

On the golden-cheeked warbler: “The golden-checked war-
bler and its cedar brakes are unlikely to reach the 21st century
alive, bur then who is?” Fortunately, his doomsdayisms have not
yet come to pass: The crane, the warbler and Homo sapiens still
miraculously coexist on planet Earth, although the threats to
their habitat still exist.

Despite his penchant for gloom, Edgar had a manic sense of
joy and childlike enthusiasm, especially when he was in the field
watching birds with his friends. He originated the charming rit-
ual of bestowing bird names on friends, a custom that has fil-
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for instance about b1rd1ng techmque and the consequences of habitat loss,”
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port of a retinue of helpers, Edgar managed to shrink the text to
publishable size, at the same time updating it with great style
and authority. The now-classic volumes were published in 1974.

Edgar was the only child of Edgar Bryan and Lucille McKee
Kincaid. He was born in 1921 in San Antonio and raised on the
family ranch near Sabinal, which was his own personal refuge.
He rambled around the property on foot or on Dutchman, his
horse. The birds, plants and Indian artifacts secemed to caprure

“But it was hlS sheer enthu31asm for blrds that affected me the most
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tered over the years from Texas to birders across the country. It
is a wonderfully tribal tradition that gives each namesake a larg-
er sense of self and a certain franchise to the clan of the wild
world. Edgar may have resembled the reddish egret, but with his
global knowledge of birds, he had in mind an even more appro-
priate totem, and so he christened himself the cassowary. It is a
very tall (four to six feet), solitary, flightless bird of Australia and
New Guinea — known for occasional displays of orneriness. #
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MAIL CALL
Cotinued from page 10
What a great low-tech solution! Na

drain plumbing problems,

pcllution or water woes. [ would think

lines,

your readers, who should care more

than most that waters in streams rema.a

puie, might be quite interested in suca
z device.

Jack B. Kellam

Zellwood, Fia

Spooky Shroom
n a family RV camping trip to
Ray Roberts Lake State Parlds
Johnson Branch last June, I
ciscovered what I thought was an animel
skull as I was scouring the woods for
pheto opportunities. Not until I crept
clese enough to touch it did it occur to
me that it was some sort of mushroom!
Here is 2 photograph of my find.
Without pictures, who could believe
Fow lifelike — or should I say deathlike?
— rhis fungus appeared to be.
JefFE. Horne
Plane

Sound off for “Mail Call!”
Texas Parks ¢ Wildlife magazine
welcomes letters from our readers.
Please include your name, address
and daytime telephone number.
Write to us at
Téxas Parks & Wildlife magazine,
3900 South I-35, Suite 121, Austin,
TX 78704.

Or, fax us at 512-707-1913.

E-mail us ar

<magazine@pwd.state tx.us>.

Subscribe at <tpwmagazine.com>.
« Letters designated by this symbol
were delivered to us via e-mail.
We reserve the right to edit letters for
length and clarity.
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Life is short.
Be here for dll of it.

(800) 343-1504  www.smartshield.com

Convention & Visitors Bureau
(800)392-4401
www.BeaumontCVB.com

Fowe
WEATHER

Our climate is always
superb for birding.

BRAVi®T
BRAZOSPORY

BRATOSPORT Cowmnon & VisiTors CounaiL

A Division of The Brazosport Area Chamber of Commerce

1-888-477-2505 = www.tourtexas.com/brazosport




Look for These Stories i “PASSPORT TO TEXAS"

in the Coming Weeks: Your Radio Guide to the

Great Texas Outdoors

Jain Joel Block weekdays for a
90-second Journey into the
Texas Outdoors. Producer
Cecilia Nasti, (512) 389-4667. Check
thi listing for a station near you or
tune in on our Web site:
<www.passporttotexas.com>

Abilene: KACU-FM 89.7 [ 7:06 a.m. &
1:44, 6:01 p.m., KWKC-AM 1340 / 6:00-
6:30 e.m.

Alpine: KSRC-FM g2.7 / Thurs. - Sat,
g p.m

Amarillo: KACV-FM 89.9 /[ 11:20 a.m.
Atlanta: KAQC cable channel 2z /
8:15 2.m.

Austin: KUT-FM 90.5 / 1:04 p.m.,
(12:5% p.m. Fr.), KVET-AM 1300 ¢

6:15 a.m. (Sat.) ® Austin American-
Statesman’s Inside Line 512-416.-5700
category 6287 (NATR)

Beaumont: KLVI-AM 560 / 5:20 a.m.
Big Spring: KBST-AM 1490 / 8:25 a.m.,,
cable ch. 23 / 8:25 a.m., KBST-FM
95.7 / 8:25 a.m.

Brady: KNEL-AM 1490 / 7:20 a.m. &
8:50 p.m. / Sat. 7:50 a.m., KNEL-FM
95.3 / 7:20 a.m. [ Sat. 7:50 a.m
Bridgeport: KBOC-FM 98.3 / 8:15 a.m.
& 5:1¢ p.m.

Bryan: KZNE-AM 1150 / 5:45 p.r.
Bryan—College Station: KAGC-AM
1510 / TBA

Canton: KVCI-AM 1510 / 6:40 a.m.
Canyon: KWTS-FM 91.1/ 6 a.m. —

9 a.m. hours

Carthage: KGAS-AM 1590 / 6:46 a.m.,
KGAS-FM 104.3 / 6:46 a.m.

Center: KDET-AM 930 / TBA
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SIGHTS & SOUNDS

Coleman: KSTA-AM 1000 / 5:15 p.m.
Columbus: KULM-FM 98.3 / 7:20 a.m.,
KNRG-FM 2.3 / 7:20 a.m.

Comanche: KCOM-AM 1550 / 6:30 a.m.
Commerce: KETR-FM 88.9 / 10:15 a.m.
Corpus Christi: KEDT-FM 90.3 / 5:34
p.m., KFTX-FM 97.5 / 5:40 a.m.
Crockett: KIVY-AM 1290 / 8:15 a.m.,
KIVY-FM 92.7 / 8:15 a.m.

Cuero: KVCQ-FM 97.7 [ 6:50 a.m.

Del Rio: KWMC-AM 1490 / 5:50 p.m.
Denison/Sherman: KJIM-AM 1500 /
9:04 a.m.

Dimmitt: KDHN-AM 1470 / 12:31 p.m.
Dumas: KDDD-FM 95.3 / 10:30 a.m.
KDDD-AM 800 / 10:3¢ a.m.

Eagle Pass: KINL-FM 92.7 / 7115 a.m.
Eastland: KEAS-AM 1590 / 5:51 a.m. &
5:51 p.m., KATX-FM 97.7 [ 5:51 a.m. &
5:51 p.m.

Edna: KGUL-FM g6.1 / 6:50 a.m.

El Campo: KULP-AM 1390 / 2:00 p.m.
EL Paso: KXCR-FM 89.5 / 12:20 p.m.
Fairfield: KNES-FM go.1 / 6:49 a.m.
Floresville: KWCB-FM 89.7 / 1:30 p.m.
Fort Stockton: KFST-AM 860 / 12:50
p.m., KFTS-FM 94.3 / 12:50 p.m.

Fort Worth: KTCU-FM 88.7 / 8:50 a.m. &
5:50 p.m.

Galveston: KGBC-AM 1540 [ 11:45 a.m.
Greenville: KGVL-AM 1400 / 8:15 a.m.
Hallettsville: KHLT-AM 1520 / 6:50 a.m.,
KTXM-FM 99.9 / 6:50 a.m.

Harlingen: KMBH-FM 88.9 / 4:58 p.m.
Hereford: KPAN-AM 860 / 2:50 p.m.,
KPAN-FM 106.3 / 2:50 p.m.

Hillsboro: KHBR-AM 1560 / 9:30 a.m.
Houston: KBME-AM 790 [ 11:30 a.m.
Huntsville: KSHU-FM g0.5 / 11:55 a.m.,
5:55 p.m.

Jacksonville: KEBE-AM 1400 /

7:15 a.m.

Junction: KMBL-AM 1450 / 6:46 a.m. &
12:46, 5:46 p.m., KOOK-FM g3.5 [
6:46 a.m. & 3:46 p.m.

Kerrville: KERV-AM 1230 / 6:50 a.m. &
12:50, 5:50 p.m., KRVL-FM 94.3 / 6:10
a.m. & 12:50, 5:50 p.m., KRNH-FM
92.3 / 5:31 a.m. & 12:57, 7:35 p.m.
Lampasas: KCYL-AM 1450 / 7:10 a.m.,
KACQ-FM 101.9 / 7:10 a.m.

Levelland: KLVT-AM 1230 / 12:05 p.m.
Lubbock: KJTV-AM 950 / 6:45 a.m.
Marble Falls: KHLB-AM 1340 / 7:20 a.m.
Marshall: KCUL-AM 1410 / 6:39 a.m.,
KCUL-FM 92.3 / 6:39 a.m.

McAllen: KHID-FM 88.1 / 4:58 p.m.
Mesquite: KEOM-FM 88.5 / 5:30 a.m. &
2:30, 8:30 p.m. M-Th. (5:30 a.m. & 4:45
iy ER) e i

Midland/Odessa: KCRS-AM 550 / 6:15
a.m. & 5:50 p.m.

Mineola: KMOO-FM 99.9 / 5:15 p.m.
Nacogdoches: KSAU-FM go.1 / 2:45 p.m.
New Braunfels: KGNB-AM 1420 /

6:52 a.m.

Ozona: KYXX-FM 94.3 / 6:22 p.m.
Pecos: KIUN-AM 1400 / 10:30 a.m. &
5:20 p.m.

Rockdale: KRXT-FM 98.5 [ 5:04 a.m. &
6:35 p.m,

San Angelo: KUTX-FM 90.1 / 1:04 p.m.
San Antonio: KENS-AM 1160 / 7:40
a.m., 12:30 & 5:45 p.m., KSTX-FM 89.1 /
9:04 p.m. Th.

San Augustine: KCOT-FM 92.5 / TBA
Schulenburg: KTXM-FM 99.9 / 6:50 a.m.
Seguin: KWED-AM 1580 / 7:55 a.m.
Sonora: KHOS-FM 92.1 / 6:22 p.m.
Sulphur Springs: KSST-AM 1230 /

4345 p.m.

Texarkana: KTXK-FM g1.5 / noon hour
Uvalde: KVOU-AM 1400 / 8:30 a.m.
KVOU-FM 105 / 5:33 a.m.

Victoria: KVRT-FM 90.7 / 5:34 p.m.,
KTXN-FM 98.7 / 6:50 a.m., KZAM-FM
104.7 [ 6:50 a.m.

Waco: KBCT-FM 94.5 [ 6:15 a.m.
Wichita Falls: KWFS-AM 1290 / 6:15 a.m.
Yoakum: KYKM-FM 92.5 / 6:50 a.m.

“Passport to Texas” is available at
no cost to stations across the state.
For information fax (512) 389-4450 or
write to 4200 Smith School Road,
Austin, Texas 78744, e-mail
<radio@tpwd.state.tx.usy.

THIS SERIES IS MADE POSSIBLE
IN PART BY GRANTS FROM

THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY

Now on “Travel Texas”
 loin host joel Klein on “Travel
- Texas,” KENS-AM 1160 in San
~ Antonio at 12:30 p.m. on the third
and fourth Thursdays of each
~month for more about the stories
_in this issue of Texas Parks &
Wildlife. Hear interviews with the
authors, behind-the-scenes
information and more.
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FREE Information
From Our Advertisers!

Use the reader service card to the right
of this page to circle the numbers
corresponding to advertisers from whom
you wish to recetve information.
Drap the postage-paid card in the mail
and well do the rest!

. Academy Sports and Outdoors, pg. 5,
www.academy.com

. Bass Pro Shops, pg. 15,
www.outdoorworld.com

. Bay City Convention and Visitors
Bureau, pg. 22, (800) 806-8333,
www.baycity.org

. Brownsville Convention and Visitors
Bureau, pg. 23, (800) 626-2639,

www.brownsville.org

. Brunton, pg. 43, www.brunton.com

6. Collectors Covey, pg. 61,

(800) 521-2403,
www.collectorscovey.com

. Eagle Optics, pg. 10, (800) 289-1132,
www.eagleoptics.com

. Lake Conroe Area Convention and

Visitors Bureau, pg. 23,
(877) 4-CONROE,

www.lakeconroecvb.org

. Lance Campers, pg., 19,

www.lancecamper.com
. Leica, pg. 17, wwwleica-camera.com/usa
. McAllen Chamber of Commerce, pg. 22,
(877) MCALLEN, www.mcallencvb.com
. Mission Chamber of Commerce, pg. 23,
(800) 580-2700,
www.missionchamber.com
. Port Aransas Chamber of Commerce
Tourist and Convention Bureau, pg. 23,
(800) 45-COAST, www.portaransas.org
14. Port Arthur Convention and Visitors
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www.portarthurtexas.com
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16. Simpson Optics, pg. 9, (888) 3034425,
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17. Spin-Cast Wildlife Feeders, pg. 79,
(800) 950-7087, wwwispincastfeeders.com
18. Southwest Texas Land Bank, pg. 67
(800) 663-2846, www.swtaca.com
19. Swarovski Optik, pg. 7,
www.swarovskioptic.com
20, Texas Hill Country River Region, pg. 23,
(800) 210-0380, www.thcrr.com
21, Zeiss, pg. 41, www.zeiss.com
22, Weslaco Area Chamber of Commerce,
pg. 22, (888) 968-2102,

www.weslaco.com




BIG BEND
COUNTRY

April: Fate Bell Cave Dwelling
Tour, every Wednesday through
Sunday, Seminole Canyon SP &
HS, Comstock, (915) 292-4464.
April: White Shaman Tour, every
Saturday, Seminole Canyon SP &
HS, Comstock, (888) 525-9907.
April: Desert Garden Tours, by
reservation only, Barton Warnock
Environmental Education Center,
Terlingua, (915) 424-3327.

April: Bouldering Tours, every
Saturday and Sunday, also avail-
able Wednesday through Friday
by advance request, Hueco Tanks
SHS, El Paso, (915) 849-6684.
April: Pictograph Tours, every
Saturday and Sunday, also avail-
able Wednesday through Friday
by advance request, Hueco Tanks

PANHANDLE
PLAaENS

PRATRIES

& L

HILI
COUNTRY

SOUTH
TEXAS
PLAINS

SHS, E! Faso, (915) 849-6684.
April: Birc Banding, call for
dates, Davis Mcuntains SP, Fort
Davis, 915) 426-3337.

April i-30: Horsz Riding Trail,
Black 3ap WMZ, Alpine, (915)
376-2216.

April 2-3a: Fisk ng on the Rio
Grande, Black Gzp WMA, Alpine,
(915) 376-22:6.

April 5-7: Longho Cattle Drive,
Big Bend Raach SP, Presidio,
(915) 220-3426.

April 6 Presa Czanyon Tour, Semi-
nole Canyon 52 5 HS, Comstock,
(915) 292-4464.

April 7: Uprer Zzyon Tour, Semi-
nole Canyon 5P & HS, Comstock,
(915) 292-4464.

April 7, 14, 21: Biz Bend Lecture
Series, Barton Vsarnock Environ-
mentel Educaticn Center, Terlin-
gua, (315) 424-3327.

April 22-14: Becoming an Out-
doors-‘Woman Vsarkshop, Prude
Ranct, (512) 33¢-8198.

April 12-14: Phozz Tour, Big Bend
Ranck SP. Presizio, (915) 229-
3416.

April 13: Stories of Spirits,

Magoffin Home SHS, El Paso,
(915) 533-5147.

April 19-21, 22-24, 26-28: Spring
Trail Ride, Big Bend Ranch SP,
Presidio, (281) 486-8070.

April 21: Bird Identification Tours,
Hueco Tanks SHS, El Paso, (915)
849-6684.

GULF COAST

April: Weekend Programs, every
Saturday, Lake Texana SP, Edna,
(361) 782-5718.

April: Nature Programs, every
Saturday and Sunday, Brazos
Bend SP, Needville, (979) 553-
5101.

April: Hatchery Tours, every
Monday through Saturday,
Coastal Conservation Associa-
tion/Central Power and Light

Marine Development Center SFH,
Corpus Christi, (361) 939-7784.
April: Aquarium and Hatchery
Tours, every Tuesday through
Sunday, Sea Center Texas, Lake
Jackson, (979) 292-0100.

April 5, a4 Beach-combing and
Shelling Tour, Matagorda Island
SP & WMA, Port O'Connor, (361)
983-2215.

April 6: Look for Swamp Things,
Tony Houseman SP & WMA,
(409) 886-4742.

April 6, 20: Wild Boar Safari, Fen-
nessey Ranch, Bayside, (361)
529-6600.

April 6, 20: Nighttime Wildlife
Tour, Matagorda Island SP &
WMA, Port O'Connor, (361) 983-
paas:

April 7, 21: Migratory Bird Tour,
Matagorda Island SP & WMA,
Port O'Connor, (361) 983-2215.
April 13: History Tour, Matagorda
Island SP & WMA, Port O'Connor,
(361) 983-2215.

April 13, 27: Spring Migration
Birding Count, Fennessey Ranch,
Bayside, (361) 529-6600.

April 20: San Jacinto Day Cele-
bration, San Jacinto Battleground
SHS, LaPorte, (281) 479-2431.
April 20: Spring Birding Walk,
Sea Rim SP, Sabine Pass, (409)
971-2559.

April 20: Earth Day, Lake Texana
SP, Edna, (361) 782-5718.

April 20: Earth Day Celebration,
Brazos Bend SP, Needville, (979)
553-5101.

April 25: Texas Amphibian Watch
Monitoring Workshop, Houston,
Texas, (713) 681-8433.

April 27: Texas Adopt-A-Beach
Cleanup, Matagorda Island SP &
WMA, Port O'Connor, (361) 983-
2215,

April 27: Spring Beach Cleanup,
Sea Rim SP, Sabine Pass, (409)
971-2559.

April 28: Texas Conservation
Passport Birding Workshop,

Guadalupe Delta WMA, Bay City,
(361) 576-0022.
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HILL COUNTRY

April: Bat Flights at Stuart Bat
Cave, call for dates, Kickapoo
Cavern SP, Brackettville, (830)
563-2342.

April: Sinkhole Bat Flight Tour,
call for dates, Devil's Sinkhole
SNA, Brackettville, (830) 563-
2342.

April: Birding Tour, by reserva-
tion only, Kickapoo Cavern SP,
Brackettville, (830) 563-2342.
April: Walking Wild Cave Tour,
every Saturday and Sunday,
weather permitting, Colorado
Bend SP, Bend, (915) 628-3240.
April: Gorman Falls Tour, every
Saturday and Sunday weather
permitting, Colorado Bend SP,
Bend, (915) 628-3240.

April: Birdwatching, daily except
when park closed for hunting,
Pedernales Falls SP, Johnson City,
(830) 868-7304.

April: Wild Cave Tour, by reserva-
tion only, Kickapoo Cavern SP,
Brackettville, (830) 563-2342.
April 5: Range and Wildlife Semi-
nar, Kerr WMA, Hunt, (830) 238-
4483.

April 6: Crawling Wild Cave Tour,
Colorado Bend SP, Bend, (915)
628-3240.

April 8-21: Pedernales Valley
Wildflower Celebration, Freder-
icksburg, (830) 990-8080.

April 20: Earth Day 2002, Col-
orado Bend SP, Bend, (915) 628-
3240.

April 20: Earth Day 2002 Home
Tour, Austin, (512) 326-3391.

PANHANDLE-
PLAINS

April 1-30: Trailway Challenge,
Caprock Canyons SP & Trailway,
Quitaque, (806) 455-1492.

April 5-6: Permian Basin Oil-
man's Bass Invitational, O.H. Ivie
Lake, (915) 365-2333.

April 6: Springtime Birding,
Caprock Canyons SP & Trailway,
Quitaque, (806) 455-1492.

April 6: Great Texas Trash-off,
Copper Breaks SP, Quanah, (940)
839-4331.

April 6: Star Walk, Copper Breaks
SP, Quanah, (940) 839-4331.
April 6: Nature Challenge, Palo
Duro Canyon SP, Canyon, (806)
488-2227 Ext. 49.

April 6: Evening Program,
Caprock Canyons SP & Trailway,
Quitaque, (806) 455-1492.

April 6: Petroglyph Tour, San
Angelo SP, San Angelo, (915)
949-4757-

April 13: Canyon Critters, Palo
Duro Canyon SP, Canyon, (806)
488-2227 Ext. 49.

April 13: Campfire Tails, Abilene
SP, Tuscola, (915) 572-3204.
April 13: Volunteer Day, Caprock
Canyons SP & Trailway,
Quitaque, (806) 455-1492.

April 20: River Walk, Palo Duro
Canyon SP, Canyon, (806) 488-
2227 Ext. 49.

April 20: 5th Annual Master The
Mountain Fun Run and Walk, Big
Spring SP, Big Spring, (915) 263-
4931.

April 27: Trailway Challenge Kick-
off, Caprock Canyons SP & Trail-
way, Quitaque, (806) 455-1492.
April 27: Wildflower Safari, Palo
Duro Canyon SP, Canyon, (806)
488-2227.

April 27: Moon Walk, Abilene SP,
Tuscola, (915) 572-3204.

April 27: Canyon Heritage, Palo
Duro Canyon SP, Canyon, (806)
488-2227 Ext. 49.

April 5: Nature Slide Program,
Village Creek SP, Lumberton,
(409) 755-7322.

April 5-7: Dogwood Steam Train
Excursions, Texas State Railroad
SP, Rusk, (800) 442-89510r (903)
683-2561 outside Texas.

April 6: Hog’s Hunt Run,
Huntsville SP, Huntsville, (936)
295-5644.

April 7, 14, 28: Walk on the Wild
Side, Martin Dies, Jr. SP, Jasper,
(409) 384-5231.

April 11-12, 18-19, 25-26: School
Excursions, Texas State Railroad
SP, Rusk, (800) 442-8951 or (903)
683-2561 outside Texas.

April 13: Guided Nature Trail

Hike, Village Creek SP, Lumber-
ton, (409) 755-7322.

April 20: Floating the Forks, Mar-
tin Dies, Jr. SP, Jasper, (409) 384-
5231.

April 20: Beginning Birder Class,
Village Creek SP, Lumberton,
(409) 755-7322.

April 27: Birding Tour and Walk,
Village Creek SP, Lumberton,
(409) 755-7322.

. =&
PRAIRIES
AND LAKES
April: Weekends at the Farm,
Saturday and Sunday, Wash-
ington-on-the-Brazos SHS, Wash-
ington, (936) 878-2461 Ext. 245.
April: Birding on the Brazos,
every Saturday, Stephen F. Austin
SP, San Felipe, (979) 885-3613.
April: Evening Programs, every
Saturday, Stephen F. Austin SP,
San Felipe, (979) 885-3613.
April: Interpretive Programs,
every Saturday, Purtis Creek SP,
Eustace, (903) 425-2332.

April: Historic and Scenic Tour,
by reservation only to groups of
10 or more, Monument Hill &
Kreische Brewery SHS, La
Grange, (979) 968-5658.

April: Kreische Brewery Tours,
every Saturday and Sunday,
Monument Hill & Kreische Brew-
ery SHS, La Grange, (979) 968-
5658.

April: Bluebonnet Trails, Ennis,
(972) 878-4748

April 6: Penn Farm Tours, Cedar
Hill SP, Cedar Hill, (972) 291-
5940.

April 6: History of the Cooper
Lake Area, Cooper Lake SP/Doc-
tors Creek Unit, Cooper, (903)
395-3100.

April 6: Rattlesnake Adventure
Race, Fort Parker SP, Mexia, (940)
256-0769.

April 6: Kids® Wilderness Sur-
vival, Lake Mineral Wells SP &
Trailway, Mineral Wells, (940)
328-1171.

April 6: White-tailed Wonder-
land, Purtis Creek SP, Eustace,
(903) 425-2332.

April 6, 7, 14, 20, 21, 27, 28:
Tours, Fanthorp Inn SHS, Ander-
son, (936) 873-2633.

April 6, 20, 27: Wildflower Walk,
Cedar Hill SP, Cedar Hill, (972)
291-5940

April 7, 14: Kreische House Tours,
Monument Hill & Kreische Brew-
ery SHS, La Grange, (979) 968-
5658.

April 12-13: 3rd Annual Astrono-
my Celebration, Lake Whitney SP,
Whitney, (254) 694-3793.

April 13: Snakes Alive!, Purtis
Creek SP, Eustace, (903) 425-
2332,

April 13: Stagecoach Days, Fan-
thorp Inn SHS, Anderson, (936)
873-2633.

April 20: Wildlife Program, Coop-
er Lake SP/South Sulphur Unit,
Sulphur Springs, (903) 395-3100.
April 20: Armadillo Odyssey, Pur-
tis Creek SP, Eustace, (903) 425-
2332.

April 20: Cedar Hill Showcase,
Cedar Hill SR, Cedar Hill, (972)
291-5940.

April 27: Cowboy Campfire Music
and Poetry, Lake Mineral Wells
SP & Trailway, Mineral Wells,
(940) 328-1171.

April 27: Guided Nature Hike,
Cooper Lake SP/Doctors Creek
Unit, Cooper, (903) 395-3100.
April 27: Granbury Nature Center
and Wildlife Refuge Grand Open-
ing, (817) 573-1622.

April 27: Moonlight Meander-
ings, Purtis Creek SP, Eustace,
(903) 425-2332.

April 28: Elm Fork Nature Fest,
Carrollton, (972) 466-3080.

SOUTH TEXAS
PLAINS

April: Wildflower Days, with
tours, cycling and more, Cuero,
(361) 275-9942.

April 4-7: Total Recreation XPO,
San Antonio, (866) 976-6468
April 7: Easter Concert, Goliad
SP, Goliad, (361) 645-1228.

April 27: Spring Concert, Goliad
SP, Goliad, (361) 645-1228.

sP STATE PARK

SHS STATE HISTORICAL
) R T :

SNA STATE NATURAL
AREA

SFH STATE FISH HATCHERY
WMA WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT
AREA




Hummer House Largest hummingbird
feeding/nesting site. Observation room viewing
birds, deer, turkey. Dan Brown,

Box 555, Christoval, TX 76935.

www.hummerhouse-texasgems.com  (877) 255-2254

Birding in the Big Thicket Celebration
o Jhe 59 April 25-28, 2002.
: ! PO. Box 878, Kountze, TX 77625
I (866) 4-KOUNTZ (409) 246-3413

VILLAGE INN MOTEL
Rockport, Texas
Located in the heart of Rockport, we have
a variety of clcan, comfortable rooms to
fill your vacalioning, Eslﬁng and
lairdwatclning needs. AAA.

361-729-6370 OR 800-338-7539
www.village-inn-motel.com vim@pyramid3.net

Vieh’s B&B Centrally located in the Rio
Grand Valley specializing in Southern
Hospitality.

www.vieh.com (956) 425-4651

Adanal Ranch Private gut‘sthuuscs, full
kitchens, antique decor hidden in 250 acres of
native oak & wildflowers. 300+ species of birds
documented. Country breakfast.

www.adanalranch.com (888) 249-9815

Los Ebanos Preserve

82 ACRES OF BIRDS AND BUTTERFLIES
BLINDS « TRAILS * LAKE * GARDENS

RESTROOMS » SNACKS ¢« GIFT SHOP
Rio Grande Valley btw. Harlengen & Brownsville, TX
800-418-3543 » (956) 399-9097
www.losebanospreserve.com

www.COOLGARDENSTUFF.com Unique
Birdhouses/Feeders/Identifiers, Gifts and
Gardening items — Funny, gothic, elegant,
whimsical. Use coupon code TPWAP for 10%
discount through 04/30/02.

Weslaco-Tropical B & B.
Full Breakfast; Wildlife Refuge Parks; Mexican
Shopping.

tropicalb-b@juno.com (956) 968-9646
Bolivar Flats Cottages Warerfront, spectacu-
lar view.

www.bolivarflats.com (409) 684-1193

Hill Country Outdoor Adventures Sunser Bat
Flight, BIRDING & Wildlife Nature Tours.

www.friolodging.com/adventures (830) 966-2320

et YUY 53 P —
KING RANCH *

Cowboys, history and
an abundance of nature ...
King Ranch has it all!

Kingsville, TX (361) 592-8055. 8

www.king-ranch.com

RIO GRANDE VI
WESLACO,TE

Birding Capital of North America

* Special Birder Rate - $59.95 1-2 ppl

» Breakfast/Lunch Boxes
Upon Request N

* 3 Beautiful Outdoor Pools

* 2 Indoor Raquetball Courts

¢ Tennis On-Site

e Full Service Restaurant

* Fascinating Bird Exhibit

0
Wostern
Weslaco, TX

BEST WESTERN- PALM AIRE

Exp. 83 at Mexico Exit Toll-Free 1-800-248-6511

Lopce & Naturre Park

940 acres of Texas Hill Country,
Lodge & Conference Center,
Camping, Astronomy and
Vanishing Texas River Cruise.
canyonoftheeagles.com

800 977-0081

Bafﬁn ¢/odges  Pool
: ePier sPalapa
‘MORE THAN JUST A

FISHING LODGE.”

www.baffinontherocks.com

on the Focke

811 E. Co. Rd. 2198
Kingsville, TX 78363

Mobile 361-739-6782

Phone 361-592-5367 or 361-297-5652

Jack Kinsey Birding by Boat

s_:\S{-c‘ shore & woodland birds on our

__ Trinity River tour at Anahuac,

Texas neat the world famous

High island Bird Santuary &
Anahuac Wildlife Refuge.

email: kinseymotorsports@txu.com
www.jackkinsey.com (936) 549-7425

wwg.birdseedcentral.com

Farm fresh Eirdseed
products delivered straight
to your door.

DIGITAL PHOTOS

Digital Photos Capture your best wildlife
shots or digitize your family pkotos for your
computer. High Quality Commercial Grade
Scans. Any format PC or Mac. Call for derails

or visit our website,

www.packagegraphicsdfw.com (B66) 568-3535

ACCOMMODATIONS

Rio Frio Lodging Furnished vacation homes
& cabins in the Hill Counrry. Birding &
narure tours.
www.friolodging.com

(830) 966-2320

Alamo Inn, McAllen. Affordable, historic,
suites, full breakfast.

www.alamoinnsuites.com

(866) 782-9912

TExas PARKS & WILDLIFE



ACCOMMODATIONS

"EST RANCH
AND NATURE RETREAT IN

25,000 ACRE G-

ALBANY, TEXAS
Come relax a- out new & higtoric accommodations
(8E8)762-2999 Www.stasney.com

Kerrville — Turtle Creek Lodge Sleeps rwo
to 1%, creek swimming, f.shing, peaceful.
Children, pets, welcome.

www.turtlecreeklodge.com (210) 828-0377

A Lzughing Horse Lodge The alternative

to evzrthing elsel!! Kitschy cabanas,

peacc-ul island charm — Port Aransas.
www.alaughinghorselodge.com (877) 734-9219

KNOLLE FARM AND RANCH
Bed, Barn, and Breakfast

Upszale inn on historiz ranch near Corpus

Christi, Superb birdwatching, horseback riding,

cancizing, fishir g, gourmet meals and picnics.

(361) 547-2546 * ‘Aww.knolle.com

X Bar Nature Retreat estern edge of Hill
Country, hikinm’biking t-zils, tours, wildlife
observation, private houszs, cabins, camping.
www XBarRanch com (888) 853-2688

Terlingua Ranch Resort Adjoins Big Bend
National Park, Motel, RY, campsites, restau-
rant. pool. Quizt, remote, peaceful.

www . Aerlinguaranch.com (915)-371-2416

Romantic Getaway on Possum Kingdom's Lake

" Cedar Canyon
se.. Lodge & Cabins

940-549-8999

www.cedarcanyonlodge.com

SUMMER CAMPS

Southwest Texas State University Aquatic
Studies Camp Cocd, ages 9-15. Aquatic biol-
ogy. Water chemistry, river rafting, tubing,
scuba diving, srorkeling, swimming, fishing,
Sea WWorld, Aquarena Cenzer and more.
Contzct: Edwards Aquifer Research and Data
Cenzer, San Mazrcos, TX 78666.

www. 2ardc.swi.edu (512) 245-2329

_ TOURISM =

The Trailhead for Your Weekend Getaway
A Web site wita Texas events and attractions
information.

www.TheTexasTrails.com

APRIL 2002

TOURISM

Drwe
PO Box SQGG Fmdenck‘;hurg TX 78624
830-280- i393 + 830-990-0305 rax)

Visit the TEXAS H||.|. COUNTRY onlme
Complete 35 city travel guide. B&B’s, lodging,
real estate, events, and much morz.
www.HillCountryVisitor.com

Devils Sinkhole

Rocksprings, TX
Daily bat flight tours beg n May 1

830-683-2287 www.devilssinkhole.com

CATION
Nature Study in the Hill Country Texas
Tech University/Junction offers the following
academic programs & workshops Gracuate &
undergraduare credit; Ornithology,
Herpetology, Insect Natural History, F eld
Ecology and Aquaric Biology. May Wildflower
Workshop. Beautiful campus setting. Contact
martha.richardson @ttu.edy

www3.tltc.ttu.edu/junction (915)-446-2301

Restore & Manage Deer
Habitat

Begin now by attending a 3-
day workshop to leern habi-
tat evaluation and piant
identification of important
deer food in & field setting
at the Experiment Station at
Soncra, one of the premier
rangeland research stations
in the U.S. You will learn
techniques to quickly and
effectively evaluate and
manage the habitat of your
ranch for whitetailec deer.

May 30-Juns 1, 2002
Meals and lodging pro-
vided for the workshop.
Cosl is only $350/person

Topics

* Proper deer num-
bers

* Nutrition

* High Fences

+ Plant Identification

* Habitat condition

* Prescribed fire

A program
sponsored by
The Academy
for Ranch
Management

Register now at: 979-845-5580
Hitp://rangeweb.tamu.edu/arm

- BOATING o

Inspections/Appraisals by accredited and
certified marine surveyor/inspecror and aporais-
er Donald Patterson.

Corpus Christi (361) 884-1033

Texas River Bass

Guide Service
F‘y fishing and light tackle sightcasting
~ in the Texas Hill Cquntry
Speciatizing in trophy fmouth bass
wwhd.texastiverbass.com
- 713-522-2076
Xelly Wistson 1106 Joe Annie Honston, Tx

DSP Guide Service Professional guide service
on Lake Fork. Individual, corporate or grcup
size parties.

www.lakeforktrophybass.com (903) 47£-0508

* 5-Boat Fleet

< 5 Tons Caught Yearly
* 34 Ft. Boat for Groups
« Gift Certificates

Lake TExoma 903-786-4477

www.striperexpress.com

8117- 738 5596

Fishing — Lake Buchanan Striper Guide
Service Sriend and family vacations and corpo-
rate packagzes available.

www.bosstriper.com (512) 515-6518

Strategies &
Techniques




¥ Histaric and % Hospitality Accommodations

of Texas (HAT) includes
-aP’r-
= - o

the stare’s finest h:steric
bed & breakfasts, coun-
18, guesthous

THIS MONTH’S INNSIDER CHOICE
is Texas Ranch Life.

This 1,400-acre guest ranch features five,
authentically restored historic houses — with
original paint, stenciling and antiques — thar

date back to the 1850s. Great getaway for
corporate retreats, reunions and weddings.

TExAs RANCH LIFE
P.O. Box 803
Bellville, TX 77418
(866) TEXASRL
www.texasranchlife.com

TeExAs RaxcH LIEE

BELLVILLE

* Texas Ranch Life Restored historic Texas
homes on 1,400-acre ranch berween Bellvillz &
Chapoell Hill. Weekend rental includes bass
fishinz. Trail 2nd chuckwagon rides, cutting,
bird/coyote/razcoon hunting, and cow works
availasle.
www.texasranchlife.com (866) TEXASRL

* Mariposa Ranch Cabins, fireplaces, Jacuzzis for
two, “Enchanted Evening” packages
Southern Living

www.mariposaranch.com (877) 647-4774

* Meyer B&B On Cypress Creck, Hill Country,
mid-1800s stage stop, Texas landmark.

(888) 995-6100
L RONREE

% Heather’s Glen B&B Restored Vicrorian
Mansion.
www.heathersglen.com (800) 66-JAMIE

* Villa Del Rio Historic Mexico border villa, lush
acreage, by Texas’ oldest winery.
www.villadelric.com (800) 995-1887

FORT DAVIS

* Old Schoolhouse B&B Resrored 1904 adoke
schoolhouse. Gracious rooms. Sumptuots
break*asts.

www.schoolhousebnb.com (915) 426-2050

| FREDERICKSBURG

* Palo Alto Creek Farm [andmark historic
German-Texas farmstead on the creek. Anc.en:
oaks, abundant wildlife, Hill Country tranquili-
ty. Beautifully renovated log cabin, barn, farm-
house all with private spa therapy rooms.
www.paloaltocreekfarm.com (800) 997-0089

% The Full Moon Inn
“Go Back We l-Fed & Rested.” Fireplaces,
whirlpool tubs, country breakfast,
www.{ullmooninn.com

* Settier's Crossing
“One of America’s Top 10 Bed and Breakfzsts’
—Trawvel ¢ Lei-ure magazine. Fireplaces,
antiques, jacuzzis.
www.seltlerscrassing.com

(800) 997-1124

(8oo) Bp4-102e

HISTORIC ACCOMMODATIONS OF TEXAS

HUNTSVILLE

* The Whistler B&B. 1859 Victorian home, 3-
acres, adjoining park, birding,
www.thewhistlerbnb.com (800) 404-2834

* Lake Sam Rayburn/Swann Hotel B&B
Restored 1901 historic hotel. Full gourmer
breakfast.
www.swannhotel.com (877) 489-9717

KINGSLAND

* The Antlers Hotel Turn-of the-century railroad
resort on Lake LBJ. Hotel suites, cabins and
cabooses.
www.theantlers.com (800) 383-0007

LOST MAPLES

*Texas Stagecoach Inn Miles from nowhere, in
the middle of the surrounding country. ..
www.bbonline.com/tx/stagecoach (888) 965-6272

* Willow Creek Ranch Lodging at historic home-
stead, secluded, tranquil, abundant wildlife on
the beautiful Llano River.
www.willowcreekranchtexas.com (888) 281-7242

NEW BRAUNFELS

* Historic Kuebler-Waldrip Haus & Danville
Schoolhouse 43-acre deer haven near Gruene.
10 beautifully decorated rooms, private baths,
whirlpools, TVs-VCRs, delicious breakfasts,
complimentary refreshments. Featured, Houston
Chronicle.
www.cruising-america.com/kuebler-waldrip

(800) 299-8372

7 Castle Avalon Romantic bed and breakfast
surrounded by 160 acres of Texas Hill
Country.
www.castleavalon.com

(877) 885-4780

ROCKPORT

Hoores’ Housk
ROCKPORT, TEXAS
800-924-1008

‘VWW'.h()()[JESh()L!SC-COm

a2
NATIONALLY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.
EIGHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.
FULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED. CALL FOR BROCHURE,

: BUILDING

HERITAGE
BUILDING SYSTEMS,

Estallished 1979

800-643-5555
WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE USA

35X 45X 10 ... .. 54,198
45 X65x 1z ... 57,008
453X75X 16 ... 39,949
55x90x 12 511,920
80x 100x 14 ... 518,890
TOX 120X 14 o vov e n 521,459

Commercial all siee buildings and compenent parts from
America's largest distributos since 1976, Any size s evailable
featuring easy bol' uo rigid frame desgn for industry, office,
mini-storage, shop, farm anc all sie=1 homes. Call
free- information pa-kage anc quote-on the best bui 5
Mini-Storage Sale » $4.357
10 X 120" with 10 unit mplete with paritions
800.

anol
heritagebuildings.com

THE SOUTHWEST'S PREMIER
SUPPLIER OF LOG HOMZ=S

Call, z-mail or write bor information

AIR-LOCK LOG CO., INC.
P.O. Box 25 TX, Las Vegas, NM 37701
1-800-786-0525 ® info@air-lock.zom
$7 cazalog an: free brochures are available
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S & SERVICES

1: =

First Repﬁblic of i‘exas 1:"1ag (28"H x 40”W]

COME AND TAKE IT

Gonzales Flag (28"H x 4(]"“'%

Sarah Dodson Flag (19"H x 48
Your Furchase is an Investmen*
in the Preservation of Texas His*cry

Texas Maps Also Available
Flag Price (framed in weathered wooz)
Buy 1 Flag $159.00 each
Buy 2 Flags $149.00 each
Toll Free (877) 465-6563

1511 Bingle Suite D7 Houston, TX 77C55
www.twelvegauge.com (713) 465-6563

APRIL 2002

* Sizes are approximate

* Each flag handcrafted

* Shipping in United States
$7.95 per flag

Eush Country
3 49 x Shipping (16"x28”}

Longhorn Texan

£49 + Shipping (12"x207)

(42 "()‘0{4’/}' (4

L’k“%%w/ \-t)';/rﬂh’d"lf Sowes Sroist

Happy Anywhere Designs
2476 Bolsover, #508
Houston, TX 77005-2518
Phone: (713) 839-7363 Fax: (713) 529-8411
www.happyanywhere.com

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

(7 4
/ﬂf.a

* Allow 4-6 weeks delivery 2 '
o VISA - MC - Checks - M.O, Baroed Wire Lenghorn
® Texas residents add 8.25% $99 - shipping {16"x28”)

sales tax

\Yavy

r
$49 + H‘Ilppi‘lg (12"x20™)

Celebrate our Texas Heritage
with the Texas Silver dollar.
One troy oz. 999 pure silver

35

2001 $26.50
The Texas M-nt & Mercantile

300 M+ Angelina Street » P.C> Box 1371 * Whitney, Texas 76692
www . texasmint.net

Toll Free 1-877-839-6468

2007 $26.50 2002 §22.95

Truly Texan Custor -made furniture, Texana
T-saires and cards, unique services and gifts
direc: fom Texas comoanies.

www. trulytexan.com

Personalized Bootjack & "
Broyze. aluminum, or castiron-
meia dase. Leather strapping

on yzke. Leather footplate gg:&_

wit Zrand, logo, initigls or & = .
name burned into leatmer. i "'/
Crawford & Company <~
Bex 125 » Uvalde, TX, 78802 « Call Toll Free 888-301-1967

Everuner POND LINERS

Highest Quality « Best Selection * Low Cost
FREE CATALOG

Drig orler & SAMPLES

° 800-616-8321

www.dripworksusa.com

Texas Rocking Bench

o) | Hand-crafted wrought iron.
Comfortable metal seat.
Single rockers available.

Great gift idea

i

Bench: $199.50

“Kick back in | tax in Texos + shipping/handling

Fzxas”

] Pleffer Ornamental Iron

Visa/Mastercard/ AMEX.
Shipped Anywhere.
1.800.690.4766

AUTOMATIC
RENEWAL
SERVICE

Save Time! With annual
invoicing, you get one annual
invoice, in'steaclg of a scries of
renewal letters, so it’s l2ss mail
to open! As always. you can
either pay or canczl at any
time.

Save Trees!Pccause you
save us the expense of prirzin
and mailing a seres of renewa
reminders, we can usz less
paper and resources, conszrv-
ing natural resources.

Save Money! Sinc you

save us the time and expense of

a renewal scries, we pass the
savings on to you. Plus, as a
subscriber, you're GUARAN=-
TEED TO SAVE over the cover
price year after year!

CALL

(800) 937-9393
70 SIGN UP FOR
AUTOMATIC
RENEWAL NOW?

The OUTDOOR MAGAZINE of TEXAS




- HUNTING

The latest poop on Spin-Cast

- Wildlife Feeders of Texas....

" Now Available - GVASY Remote Contéol
A Custom Designed Spm—Cast Exclusive
is deq,.;lle,& to have minipoum battery: dram

and is effective ab approximately
100 to 150 yards. Distance will
vary depending upar: type of barrel
you use and terrain 4n the area.
Receiver -easily maounts on mietal

ﬁame and plugs into the Spin-Cast Control

Unit. (F1

CE€ approved)

5149 %

Spin-Cast Wildlife.
- Feeders of Texas
5680 Rdndlolph Blvd

Sdn Antonio TX 78233

me: 210-653-7514 ’Inf'o}
; 10-653-3641 {Fax}
1-800-950-7087 or 8087
{Toll free for orders}
wwew.spincastfeeders.com
spincast@spincastfeeders.com
Free Catalog Available

udqu arters.

WWW. sloarega llﬂry com

MEK- 1M§-2 Cenirol Unit has 6
feeding times available. The
“rate of feed isfully adivstahlesor
eachi feeding. The NMIK-1 Centrol
Unit is furnished with a 6 vok 5
ampere rechargesble battery
and a 6 volt sclar panel. The
ME-2 Control Unitiis Furnished
with a 6%elt:23 amperp a_lka_lm
Ener g]?PI batter\ :

$169 % 5129 %
MEK-1 Control MK-=2 Cantrol
g iUnit (shown) Unit t'nnf shown)=

DUCK STAMP FR INT‘S

Texas Dack Sz amp Df

Texas Quai’

R ot Gty

F O. BOX 1105¢

RING TX 77231-1656
www.charizsgallery.com

hunzing. fish ng, farmmg
& ranch land ‘n
XK

Cushman & Wak=fizld o Texas, Inc.
B. Kelley Parker, IIL, stok « Johr. F. Littman |

Fhme Offer on MK—G and
MK-6Sekar Control Umt. Feeds up
to'd imes a-day for 3, 6 or 9 seconds.
The MK6 [/Untlol Umt (showtt) is

furnished "
with a 6 volt,
23 ampere
alkaline
Energizer
battery. The
MK-6Solaz
Cantrol
Unit (nnt qhovm) 1s furnished with a 6
vaolt 5 ampere rechargeable batfer"

and a 6 volt solar panel -

WAS Mf -
1192 5 991
MK-;G Control Unit (sk;b:i;i‘rz)_
WAS NOW

$159%5  $1399

- ME-6SolarC ontrol Unif fnot shawn)
©zcoz, spin-Cast Inc

AUTOMATIC

GAME FEEDERS

* 24-Hr. Quartz Timers
* Digita, T'mers
. I | Tirers

3-YEAR WARRANTY

MORE FOR YOUR BUCK,
Stafforc, TX 77477
) 261-08C2

FREE BROCHURE
www.mag-hunt-pro.com

I'OR IUNE ISSUE
~ DEADLINE BPRIL

~ 17TH, CONTACT
LEIGH ammz mcxsom

TEXAS Parks & WILDLIFE




Photog-apher Greg Lasld’y and a friend
were near McAllen when trey spotted
this bu-rowing owl resting in a calvert.
“Burrcwing awls winte- in McAllen and
look for mice to eat,” says Lasley, a
retired Austin police officer who is now
a full-zime freelance nature photcgrapher.
“We werz in the truck when we saw the
owl, and.| tcpk the pictu-e through the.
truck’s window.” . :

GREG W. LASLEY]KAL FRODUCTIONS
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DODGE DAKOTA. Dakota gives you more available payload

than any other truck of its kind, plus best-in-class interior roam?* GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS
Leaving other truck owners to suffer from payload envy—and

then some. For mare info, call or visit DODGE







