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SINCE 1935,
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INTRODUCING THE NEW CHEVY"SUBURBAN* NOW, THE CAPABILITIES

VORTEC'" ENGINES, AND IMPROVED TOWING AND HAULING CAPABILITIES,
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From the Pen of Andrew Sansom

*

first met Ned Fritz when I worked for the Department of Interior in 1971. Ned was
a relentless champion of the remarkable Big Thicket series of ecosystems in East Texas
and, following the departure of Senator Ralph Yarborough from Congress, was

carrying the ball virtually by himself. Ever since the late 1930s, conservationists had

been calling for protection of the Thicket, which is one of America's most biologically rich

and diverse natural resources. By the time I began to work with Ned, most of the original

forest had been logged and many of the most ardent proponents had given up.

Not Ned.

Over the last half-

century, nearly every

Texas conservation

organization has had

Ned Fritz as an officer

at one time or another

and his impact on the

landscape is just as

pervasive and

extensive.

I remember visiting the Big Thicket for the first time in the company

of Geraldine Watson, the self-taught naturalist who, in the footsteps of

Lance Rosier, also self-educated, was the most eloquent interpreter of the

natural wonders of the deep forests and bottoms north of Beaumont.

Geraldine told me Ned would come to her house in the middle of the

night and badger her into leading just one more tour for someone he

thought might help make a difference. He never left her or any of the

rest of us alone until Charlie Wilson was elected to Congress and the

possibility of a National Preserve in the Big Thicket became a reality.

He never gave up.

In those days, Ned's hair was fiery red. Today, as you will read in our

piece on this Texas treasure, it is all white, along with his beard. But he

still hasn't given up. And he won't.

Over the last half-century, nearly every Texas conservation

organization has had Ned Fritz as an officer at one time or another and

his impact on the landscape is just as pervasive and extensive. I have had

the privilege of knowing and working with Ned over most of this period

and he would be the first to tell you that we haven't always agreed.

But I can assure you that we have agreed on more than we have

disagreed, particularly as it relates to the rich natural heritage of Texas.

Actually, I'm thinking of giving myself a Christmas present by talking

Ned into visiting one of the many sites he has helped to protect in Texas.

They are his gift in any season to the future of the place he loves most.

Merry Christmas to Ned Fritz and to all of you.

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE MISSION STATEMENT:
To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas

for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.
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Texas artists that define the Texas sportsman
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, R ` ` -In Texas sporting art

is more than a de-corton-it's a

reflection of on: culture. Texas Bru-Astrokes high-
lihts the careers and works of fourteen contenpcrry Texas

w ildlif and saz-rtin- artists. Fran Join C Cowan the lean f s'orting artsts
to warsical Hill Country voad-carver Gene Zesch, to Wvman Meinzerwho lves in a reno-

vated jail and is tlhe st te most celebrated nature photographer, Texas is rih in sporting art styles and
media. Add Ray Sasser's compellng narative and you've captured the essence of thesporting paradise known as the Lone

Star State. Texas Brushstrokes includes over 20) colo- images from the best contemporay Texas wildlife and

sporting artists. 184 pages, 9?/z" x 12", hardbouni $.

Aust in
Foca Point Photography GaII -y
vt66 Research Blvd. (Hwy 10

I12-458-6343 800-34 DUCK
Randolph Outtters
I l2 Guadalupe

Suite 307 78701
512-472-5161 800-856-5161

Corpus Christi
Frame Factory & Gallery
30 Parkdale Plaza 78411
36 I -851-0052
Lone Star Gallery
4933 Saratoga
Suite 494 78413
361-993-7951

Dallas
Collectors Covey
15 Highland Park V I age 75205
214-521-7880 893(21-2413
aww.collectorscmes.corn

Frieiriswool
Friendswood Fra-ne atd Ga lery
150 South Friendo d Dri e 77546
281-482-2202 800f-S,4-2202 ?
rut-friendswoodt mie.cot

Gahestoit
Don Rouse's Wldh:e Galle y
2314 Strantd 77 1 `
409-763 -1391
810-382-6467

Houstoni
Gallery at Midlax
2500 M-dlane #- ~7(27
713-626-9449 ti1065--9449
Hakco. Ltd.
10555 1W Freesay
Suite 148 7709?
713-6862020
The Killing Conasy
P.O. Bax 22473 7"7
713-52 2719
Story Slhane's ' Id ifr Art Gallery
2616 Fcndrett 7;063i
713-78Z-5011 "3-782-5048 (Fax)
www.sloanegallkry.cot

Roca/ ort
Frame rf Mine Gallery
1010 Wharf 78382
261-723-)967

Suit nAttoniic
Greenhcse Gallers
X18 Brezewood 78209
210-82-9491 800-453-8991
viww.retnhousegallery.:om

Sprngt
Charlie sGallery
F.O. Bc x 11056 7734 /
ZS I -37s1glr94y
co'w.c ra liesgallery.cc n
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Texas at Austin gra

in journalsm, Sho

/ specializes im fly fis
and marir e fisher

He contr-buted h s first feature to 7exvs Paris
Wild/li¾, on tarpon in "exas waters, in June 1
Shook has writer more than a dozen stories i
magazine, and co-authored with Chuck Scates
recently published Fly Fishing the Texa Co):t.

work has appeared in virtually all the national
fishing magazines, as well as Ield &' S:ream, yR

RT Pee!, Tide, Amenrcan Ang/er and Palc.

A professional oral historian
specializini in rural Texas
lifeways in the early 20th
century, Thad Sitton, 58,
has publish ed books about
rural schools, Big Thicket

- .. ,ilh l - -.
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calls "the lost world of the Texas countryside."
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Picks, Pans and Probes from Previous Issues

/

s we plan for the next year's editions of Texas Parks e& Wildlife, we're
looking forward to annual events that are as predictable as the
seasons themselves. The creative - and fun! - part
of the planning that we do is to present these

predictable events to you with a fresh, innovative perspective.
Here's a "sneak peek" of what we have in store for you.

Spring turkey season: More than 60 turkey hunting articles
have appeared in this magazine since its debut in 1942. This
March, we'll put down the pen and share the view through the

lens with Texas' finest outdoor photographers to enjoy the sheer

beauty of wild turkeys in the Texas spring countryside.
April heralds the 2000 Great Texas Birding Classic, now in

its fourth year, and our annual birding issue. We have a special
treat in store for you, as Managing Editor Mary-Love Bigony
will divulge the secrets of the "other" migration (fall, that is)
gleaned last September on a week-long tour of the now-
completed Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail. Bigony scouted

the trail with Ted Eubanks of Fermata, Inc, who designed the

trail along with Texas Parks and Wildlife; Bob Behrstock, also
of Fermata, Inc.; and TPW Nature Tourism Coordinator Linda

Campbell. The GTCB Trail, the first of its kind in the nation,
now extends from the Big Thicket to Laredo and includes more
than 300 separate sites. A special feature this April will be a
year-long birding event calendar - bigger and better that the
spring migration calendar than debuted last year!

In May, we'll kick off the camping season with a series of
features: one geared to senior campers, a report on an Outward
Bound adventure and campground cooking that everyone can
master and enjoy from Robb Walsh, two-time James Beard
Journalism Award winner and current editor-in-chief of Chile
Pepper magazine.

The June issue will be distributed at the 2000 Texas Fly Fishing Show, to !
be held May 19 - 21 on the grounds of Aquarena Springs in San Marcos. As !
this event has evolved (and especially in its second year at Aquarena), !
paddlesports have become even more of an integral part of the show. This is i
the only weekend of the year that the general public can get out on Spring j
Lake in a canoe or kayak, and doing just that was my favorite part of last year's I
show. Of course, the June issue will also feature plenty of new tips and j
techniques for fly fishing, both freshwater and saltwater, from some of the j
nation's foremost authorities -Texans all! j

Now, no more peeking! That's all I'm telling for now. Our staff looks j
forward to yet another year of celebrating the rich outdoors traditions of Texas j
and hopes you'll join us in doing the same.

N Rock of Ages
j am enjoying the articles and the

new look of your magazine, and
am glad to see you highlighting

Ti:

IORGOT

O family looks
fradto your

mgzn,and has for
man yers.The articles

adpooraphy are of
prme ulity and are
alasifrmative and

euaional.
Wepriuarly enjoyed

JonGaes' article,
"TePecos"

(Decemer 1999).

Clfmorer, Austin

the famous rock art
that Texas has in the
Pecos and at Hueco
Tanks (December).

Just one correction,
please. The two red
masks on page 32 of
your article "Rock of

Ages" are printed

upside down. These
masks have the

Quetzalcoatl "conical"
headdress and the
mouth of one mask is
made of two fish
coming together.

The reader can

enjoy these magnificent
drawings as they
appear by simply
turning your magazine

upside down!

Z- Kay Sutherland
St. Edward's

University

Austin

lthough I agree
with certain

aspects of
Elaine Robbins' article (Rock of Ages,
December), I have a problem with the
picture of the climbers on page 34. I
have been climbing for a few years,
and I have never seen a situation like
this. Usually bouldering problems are
attempted by a single person who is
spotted by several others. This picture
creates a biased image of climbers and
their impact on the environment. I
have never been to Hueco Tanks, and
I would like to be able to climb there

JANUARY 2000
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one day. I understand the need for
preservation of the rock images, but
climbers are not the only people who
affect the area. Please do not make it
appear that way.

% Jennifer Stonaker

White TalesEnjoyed the white-tailed deer
photos in the November issue.
The velvet covering on the bucks'

antlers doesn't just fall off. The bucks
rub it off on trees and branches. We
live in an area that allows us to have a
good look at deer, and we have had
the pleasure of seeing this happen.

We have a favorite buck we named
George. One morning George showed
up and all the velvet covering was
hanging in shreds around his head.
His antlers were raw and bloody
looking. The next day, when George
returned, all the shreds were gone.

I'm basically a city gal, and living
out here where the deer roam has been
a beautiful experience, from seeing a
young fawn with its mother to seeing
bucks on the hunt for the right doe.

Sandra Wohl
Lago Vista

Student Appreciation
am a college student at Stephen F.
Austin State University pursuing a
degree in environmental science

with minors in biology and forest
wildlife management. I would like to
personally thank you guys for
providing an excellent resource. The
information in this magazine has been
extremely beneficial for me as a
student and as a dedicated observer of
Texas' diverse flora and fauna. I also
appreciate the excellent photography
you guys provide each month. The
sandhill crane on the cover of the
November issue was astounding.

1 Keith Webb

A Voice for the LandMs. Ebert is correct that "tree
hugger" stereotypes are held
by many hunters and that

non-hunters figure we're "Bambi-
killers." I guess we'll always have those
types of people.

I remember in years past that a
statistic showed that more deer starve

to death in Texas than are shot.
Perhaps it's time to print today's

statistics. I have managed 18 sections
of hunting land for 10 years now. I
remember the first year that it was the
worst place to hunt that I'd ever seen.
However, thanks to assistance from
TPW biologists, we have created a
larger, healthier wildlife population.

I, for one, enjoy reading your
articles on birding, walking, biking,
rafting, etc., as well as hunting.

My hope is that the non-hunters
will come to realize how beneficial
most hunters are to wildlife in general.

Ray Scott
Midland

The 2000 Texas Fly Fishing Show
o you have dates for the Texas
Fly Fishing Show next spring?

% Patrick V Nicosia Jr

SUSAN L. EBERT replies: We sure do!
This year's show will once again be held
in San Marcos, atAquarena Springs.
The dates are May 19 - 21, 2000. We've
been working since last year's event to
make this year's show even better, and
hope that you'll mark your calendars to
join us on the scenic and inspirational
waters of Spring Lake for a weekend of
familyfun, skill building and outdoor
adventure. For updates on this year's
show, visit <www.ktc.net/flyishing>.

More Mabel Fans, Far and Near
was born lucky. On the day I first
drew breath, my grandmother
already had more than 30 years of

hunting experience she was just
waiting to impart to younger
generations of our family.

"Mabel the Mighty Huntress,"
(November) is Grandmother Birkner
to me and scores of other grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren who
have loved her and her hunting stories
for lo these many years.

With Grandmother still successful-
ly hunting at age 98, she inspires all of
the rest of our family to keep partici-
pating in and passing down the
hunting culture we grew up with. She
always taught ethical and responsible
hunting practices and, though now
there are plenty of us around to help
her with game she takes, she has
always prided herself on being
proficient at scouting, tracking, field
dressing, and so forth.

TEXAS PARKS & WI LD LI'E
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Free! 32-page Buyer's Guide
and dealers nationwide.

1-888-274-2267 or
www.lancecamper.com
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Incidentally, if your readers wonder
whether all the game harvested on last
season's hunt was appropriately used,
the answer is yes. We supplied meat for
a church festival, an appreciation
dinner for volunteer firefighters, a
charity auction dinner to raise library
funds, the family of a Marine, two out-
of-state college students, and all of our
own freezers. Grandmother wouldn't
have it any other way.

% Donald Birkner

thought Kentucky was the only
state that had "tree huggers"
(people who are offended by

hunting and fishing articles in
outdoors magazines). Much to my
delight, a fellow counselor brought a
copy of your fine magazine to our
office.

Your superb photography, wide
range of topics and overall appearance
of your publication has prompted me
to subscribe; not to mention that you
do cover hunting and fishing! The
article on the 98-year-old huntress,
Mabel Green Birkner, was paramount.

With great appreciation in the
Bluegrass State, I am,

Mrs. Scotty Clenney
Board Member

Kentucky Network of Outdoor Women

Scottsville, KY

Sound off for "Mail Call!"
Texas Parks & Wildlif magazine

welcomes letters from our readers.
Please include your name, address
and daytime telephone number.

Write to us at
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine,
3000 South IH 35, Suite 120,

Austin, TX 78704.
Or, fax us at 512-707-1913.

E-mail us at
<magazine@tpwd.state.tx.us>.

Subscribe at <tpwmagazine.com>.

Letters designated by this symbol
were delivered to us via e-mail.

We reserve the right to edit letters for
length and clarity.
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APLOMADO FALCONS RETURNING
With Zorro-

like masks

and stream-

linec, steel-colored Bod-
ies, aplomado falcons

are again hunting the

sher:grass prairies of

South Texas. This year,

The Peregrine Fund

released 115 young fal-

cor_s ia seven Texas loca-

tions with the help of

Texas Parks and Wildlife

ant 1e U.S. Fish and

Wi_clife Service.

The aplomado falcon

N

Biologists docume-ted 19 pairs of
aplonado falcons n South Texas in

1999, up from five in 1998.

historically roamed :he opera country of the

southwestern United States and northern

Mex:co. The last documented aplcmado

nes: in Texas was found in the 1940s, south

of Falfurrias. Specific reasons for their

decline cannot be cited, but museum collec-

tions, habitat loss and pesticide use proba-

bly contributed. The birds were added to

the Endangered Species List in 1986.

A remnant population of aplomados was
found in northern Mexico.' -he Peregrine

Func began a captive-breeding p-cgram

with a goal of reintroducing the species in

the United States.

The Peregrine Fund has released a total of

466 ,young falcons in South Texas since

19E5. The release sites for 1999 include

three sites on the Laguna Atascosa National

Wildlife Refuge, the Aransas National

Wildlife Refuge and Matagorda Island. The
Keredy Ranch, Seadrift Ranch and the

Welde: Wildlife Refuge are priva-e ranches

serving as release sites.

The Peregrine Fund obtained permission

from the private landowners

to release aplomados on

their land. A "Safe H arbor"

agreement releases ranchers

from liability for the Birds
on their ranch. More than a

million acres cf ranchland

have been added to the

release program using the

"Safe Harbor" agreement,

which is an addendum to

the Endangered Species Act.

Biologists documented 19

pairs of aplomados in South

Texas in 1999, up from five

in 1998. Five pairs were

founc on Matagorda Island and 14 pairs

were ocated around the Laguna Atascosa

National Wildlife Refuge. Of the 19 pairs,
eight attempted to breed and four success-

fully hatched and fledged three young fal-

cons each.

The reintroduction program for aploma-

do falcons is achieving success because of

the combined resources of Texas Parks and

Wildlife, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and the Peregrine Fund. The U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service provides housing for :he

biologists and garaging for vehicles. Texas

Parks and Wildlife issues permits and pro-

vides local public education and dialogue.

Many Texas charitable foandations and

individuals contribute to the restoration of

the aplomado.

The Feregrine Fund he pes to expand the

aplomaco falcon reintrocuction to sites in

West Texas. By working with ranchers and

wildlife agencies, they are returning the

aplorr-aco falcon to Texas' desert prairies.

- Sally Bickley

XAS PARKS & WILE LIFE

_.__.._

--..

t ̀ '`rf - --

,r'1' -- s =

, " ;:



_ _ _ _Ii

Beautiful but Deadly Chinese Tallow on

Dirty Dozen List"
hinese tallow, also

known as popcorn

tree, chicken tree

or Chinese tallowberry, is

invading coastal prairies

and marshes from coast to

coast. Here's how it came

to Texas and why we

should be concerned.

Exotic species, those

species that are not native

to the state or country,

often alter the environ-

ment and cause the

demise of native species.

Tallow's initial introduc-

tion into Texas was based

upon the economic poten-

tial of its seed oil. The

original tallow introduc-

tion was a result of a study

by the Foreign Plant

Introduction Division,

U.S. Bureau of Plant

Industry, U.S.

Department of Agri-

culture, some time

between 1900 and 1910.

The specifics of the study

are not well-known, but

the premise was to investi-

gate the economic viabili-

ty of tallow seed produc-

tion in the U. S. and

attempt to establish soap

industries in Houston,

Texas, and Jacksonville,

Florida. This industry
never became economical-

ly feasible, but likely pro-
vided the origin of tallow

expansion. From these

original plantings, tallow

has expanded its distribu-

tion from North Carolina

to Florida, throughout the

The spread of Chinese tallow over the past 20 /ers has
displaced native wildlife and plant species.

Gulf Coast states and intc

southern California.

Tallow's expansion dur-

ing the past 20 years has

been rapid, displacing
native wildlife and plant

species a: an alarming rate.

Wl-er_ tallow invaded

coastal Texas, it established

in native prairies and neg-

atively impacted species

suc-z as the Attwaters'

pra_rie chicken that need

open grassland habitat.

The Nature Conservancy

has placed tallow on its

"Dirr Dozen" list of the

12 worst exotic invasive

spe:_es in the United

Sta-es. Exhibiting chara:-

teriseics similar to other

successful exotic plants,

suca as saltcedar, tallow

grows rapidly, produces

abundar_t seeds, can

resprout, and thrives on a

variety of soils. Effective

cortrAl and management

of tallow is still in its

infancy, and little is

known about the mecha-

nisn5 by which tallow

successfully naturalizes.

Tallow starts producing

seeds after just -wo tc

three years anc its root-

stock may be v- able for

more than 100 years.

Mature trees may produce

up to 4,500 pounc:s of

seeds per acre cer year,

facilitating expansica via

flooding events and lirds.

The invasion of Chirese

tallow into coastal Texas

has changed mach of the

region from cogscal prairie

to monotypic talow

woodlands, displicing

native plant and wildlife

species. When talow

invades coasta_ o-aitie
habitats, grassland-cepen-

dent birds are forced into

smaller habita: patc-es or

may leave altogethe:.

Waterfowl and wanr g

birds are also impacted

when tallow inwades wet-

land marshes.

How can we slow down

tallow's invasion and

reclaim native nabipa:?

First and foremost, all
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Texans can help stem this
bioinvasion by not plant-

ing tallow. Live oaks,
southern red maple and a

variety of native trees will

do much better in the

long run. If you already
have tallow established on

rural property, a combina-

tion of spraying and use of

prescribed fire can help
reduce tallow densities. If

tallow is sprayed when its

seeds have developed, but
are not ripening, and its

leaves are still green, effec-

tive control may be
observed. Similarly, once
trees are dead in a pasture,

prescribed fires may be
used to clean up the dead

trunks and return the

nutrients to the soil. This

may rejuvenate the soils in

a given pasture and pro-
mote growth of native

grassland plants. Finally,

prescribed fire combined

with proper rotational

grazing may help prevent
tallow establishment in

areas where it is now

absent. Unfortunately, the
commonly held belief that

cattle help control tallow

is just plain wrong.

By not planting tallow,

preventing new establish-

ment, and working to
reduce present tallow

acreage, Texans can stem

this bioinvasion. For tips
on removing Chinese tal-

low, contact Texas Parks

and Wildlife's Urban
Wildlife Program at 512-
912-7011 or The Nature

Conservancy of Texas at

210-224-8774.
- WC. Conway, L.M.

Smith andJ.E Bergan
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GREAT TEXAS BIRDS

exas is well-known for th~e diversity of birds found within itsTexas is well-known for the db e borders. The University o=Texas Press has recently released
new book that focuses on scnew book that focuses on some of those special birds. Great

Texas Birds takes a look at 50 birds, some

tha: are conside-i Texas specialties and

others that occur beyond the state's bor-

ders. This attr-tive coffee table edition

iludes a full-page painting of each

id by Dr. Joz hn O'Neill, with a
species account: on the facing page.

An interesting aspect of the book

s that a dfferent author provided

each species account. These

authors i-clade long-time Texas

birders, expertss on particular

species mnd noted ornitholo-

gists. Dr. O'Neill is well-
known as one of the premier

neotrop~cal ornithologists in

the wo:ld, and as a gifted

artist. Te quality of the artwork

is consistent throupiout the book and

exhibits O'Neill's distinctive style.

Each plate includes a bird and one or ivo plants that are char-

acteristic of the habitat where that species is fund. Two of my per-

sonal favorites are the green kingf sher and the cave swallow. The

species accounts vary somewhat :n length anc in style, as would be

expected when 50 authors are involved. These accounts are informa-

tive as well as entertaining, and knowledge o= t-e subject matter is

obvious throughout the book. Th_s volume wil be a welcome addi-

tion to anyone's personal library.

Mark Lockwood

Natural Resources Program, TPW

Finest
Binocular

Zeiss 10oX40 B/GA
Fully multi-layered T* lens coatings

and phase corrected prisms deliver images
with razor sharp definition, brilliant
contrast and faithful color rendition.
Other features include a rugged, rubber
armored chassis, and excellent eye relief
foreyeglass wearercoimfort. Guaranteed
waterproof and hacked by a U.S.
transferable lifetime warranty.

Comes complete with a neck strap,
rainguard and leather pouch. Truly a
world class binocular!

www.eagleoptics.com

a (800) 289-1132

EAGLE OPTICS
2120 W. Greenview Dr. #4
Middleton, WI 53562 (608) 836-7172
email: earnestIca eagleoptics.com

Are you suffering from post-holiday
stress syndrome? Then escape to the
serenity of the Texas Hill Country
River Region where five crystal rivers
flow through the rugged hillsides.
Chose from hiking, horseback riding,
bird watching and much more. Or
prop-up your feet at one of our cozy
river cabins, bed and breakfasts or

gst Iranches band remember how

FREE accommodations guide.
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portsmn of all types

have long used waders to

keep away the we:, cold

and muck of the out-

doors. Most have universally con-

demned the uncomfortable nature of

these membranes - the weight, bulk,
clammiress that builds up with activi-

ty and, most of all, the restriction. of

movemer t by thick, rubberized fab-

ric. All tnis has changed. The modern

waders ar° none of the above, yet they

still keep out the damp and keep in

the warrnth.

The early designs were simply

extended-top "hip boots" and were in

use for many years antil it was

noticed :hat, in most swamps. ponds

and rivers, the deeper holes caused a

major barrier with their crotch-high

design. _rie first thick and heavy

chest waders with Lig stiff boots

t tiched solved this, but created :eal

problems of their own. More :han a

sw hunters and fish-ers drowned

when a fall in deep or swift waters

lied these waders and sank them like

a sea-anchor.
New designs in chest waders incor-

porate several layers of different syn-
e'tic materials to form their struc-

re. Soft, lightweight nylon is com-

i ned w-th membranes of one-way

permeablre fabric with the ability to

wick away perspiration without reen-

try of external water. This results in

an ideal composite material that is

neither heavy nor uncomfortable for

long hours of field wear.

The manufacturers call their new

wader p-oducts "breathable" and extol

the virtues of this innovation. It is

indeed a major improvement over

past wetlands gear, but some prob-

lems still remain to be solved. The

thin membranes are subject to exces-

sive wear and tear from sharp surfaces

and thorns that abound in nature.

Also the bulk, insulation factor and

some movement restriction is still

with us. The ample cuts of these units

does allow for layering to meet the

weather and water conditions. Silk

next to the skin is an ideal way to

start this layering process. In winter, a

synthetic fleece liner can be

adequate for mcst Texas

northers, but extreme cold

will require additional layers.

The feet are a primary con-

cern. The foot and ankle por

tion of the waders is usu-

ally in a stocking-

design neoprene, a

sponge-like material

that offers flexibility,

insulation, and wear

resistance. Boots are

separate and come in a

range of styles and func-

tions. When selecting

wade boots, make sure

they are one size or more

larger than normal to

allow for socks, wader-foot

and athletic insole support.

BASIC TYPES OF WADERS
1. Breathable Waders. These are
the most popular, lightest and com-

fortable waders made to date. They

may be purchased in either stocking-
foot or integral boot types. Proven

new designs are the Orvis Pro Guide

Series, Simms Gore-Tex Guide

Model, Patagonia and Hodgeman

Supplex Wadelite.
2. Neoprene Waders. Available in
stocking-foot or boot style, this type
is soft, stretchable and excellent for

cold weather applications. Good

models are the Orvis River Otter with

slick finish, Simms Polartec

Neoprene, Hodgeman Lakestream III

and Cabela's Camo Neostretch.

3. Rubberized Canvas. The tra-

ditional heavy-duty construction of

this type is for rugged wear and insu-

lation under the most demanding

conditions. Typical of these are Red

Ball Master Insulated Rubber or the

newest Aqua Design Pro Line

Thinsulate Waders.

The bottom line in

waders is versatility and the

newer breathable types

with their comfort features

are the choice of most

users. They can be

worn with the

tops rolled down

and secured at the

waist in shallow

water or warmer

weather and pulled

up with inside layer-

ing for colder spells.

Most brands now

offer numerous mea-

surement combina-

tions, including

women's and youth

sizes for proper fit. Best

of all, they fold small

and pack light for air

travel or hiking into the

backcountry.

'1,

)AN UAR:' 2000

O U T

I BBS MI L L I K E N

U



Please send me the following back

issues for $5 each (S&H included).

Quintily

December 1992: "The State of Nature:" a %6-page
special issue celebrating the 50th anniveisary of Texas
Parks & wildlife magazine with an essay by Texas author
Iohn Graves

January 1994: The Best of Texas Photo Issue:
A porttolio of work frorn the state's best outdoor
photographers

March 1994: White bass fishing during the spring
spawn; Field trials to improve dogs' hunting abilities;
Catching and eating ciawfish

May 1994: Best State Park Fishing Holes, Part I;
The comeback of the snook; Texas Honey from native
plants

August 1994: Hiking the Caprock Trail; Stetson Bank,
a huge underwater salt dome formation that attracts marine
life and divers; Eating prickly pears

October 1994: The Cantankerous Colorado: A
twso-day fishing trip down the lower Colorado; Blue quail
hunting on the Black Gap WMA; Caddo Lake State Park

January 1995: Identify Texas' official symbols; Take
outstanding winter photos; How wildlife fares in ice
and snow

April 1995: Tips from a ceterain camper for a troauble-free

Excerpt from Graces' book, "Self Portrait, With Birds"

July 1995: State Highway 16, 600) miles through prime
heisting and fishing country; the alluring LUano Ricer incites
fishing, flating and lingering; Texas' Extinct Species

August 1995: The Big Thicket National Preserve;
Tomibstones as a glimpse into Texas' rowdy past; Exploring
Big Bend country in 1926

October 1995: High Sierra bighorn sheep restoration;
Hiiw the Farley family built boats that put Texas on the mat

December 1995: The upper Guadalupe Ricer; Walker
hounds and backwoods lore of East Texas; t18th-century
comtmuitity of Roma gets a facelift

January 1996: Comeback of the bald eagle; Engeling
W\MA; Outdoor diseases to match for while hunting, hiking
andl camping

October 1996: Boswhunting update; Miracle of
the Monarch migration; Birdswatching in the lower Rio
Grandle \/alleys

December 1996: Passenger pigeons; Backtires &-
Backlash Tales from hunting and fishing guides; Spotted

t, 4 -

\ *>~ ,a g

, A

Apri 199: Tis frm a etern caper or arobe-fe

outdoor adventure; River bank fishing with a cane pole;

asntheg tarpn fishing capitaryo the wolrinl;o Ther rneitree

fseatr ot sing ond thnerexasTcoas'Ent Spce

Total Copies
Ordered

Amount
Enclosed

Name

Address

City _

State

$

Zip_

Telephone ( _)

Send check or money order (no cash please) to: Texas Parks and
Wildlife Magazine, 3000 South IH-35, Suite s2o, Austin, Texas 78704,
Attn: Back Issues Department. Texas residents add (8.25%) sales
tax. Canadian Orders add $1.oo per issue for additional postage.
Canadian GST included. Foreign orders add $2.oo per issue. US
funds only. Allow 3 to 4 weeks for delivery. Quantities are limited.
For Visa, Mastercard and Discover orders, call (512) 912-7000.

Texas Parks & Wid/ife magazi

is a timeless source o

information about wildlife,

the cutdoors, natural history

and outdoor recreation. Take

advantage of our special

back issue pricing -only

$5 each, with shipping

and lardling inCucled.

Tea:lEers: Texas Par/s & W 1i

7r

--

a

magazine is always free of alcohol and

tobacDo advertising, making it an excellent classroom

resc"'ce. Remember to take advantage Of our bulk rate

discount - 12 issues or more at a 25%o discount!
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BY HENRY CHAPPELL • ILLUSTRATIONS BY NARDA LEBO

ishing tackle of any weight is only as strong as

the knots used to connect lure, line and reel.

Knots should be lubricated with water or sali-

va, thin tightened with firm, steady pressure

and trimmed as closely as possible. Here are

five simple, effective knots that can be quickly mastered

CLINCH KNOT: The
clinch knot is used to
tie a hook orLuet
monofilament line.
Hold the lure or hook
in your left hand.
Thread about six
inches of line
through the eye.
Hold the line firmly
against the eye with
the left thumb

forefinger and wrap the tag end of the line around the standing
part of the line five times. Bring the tag end back through the
loop closest to the eve of the hock. Holding the tag end against
the eye of the hook, lubricate and tighten by pulling steadily in
opposite directions. Trim.

Many experienced anglers use a more difficult variation called
the improved clinch knot, which is formed by the additional step
of passing the tag erd back through the loop formed by the
wrapped and working parts ofthe line.

DUNCAN LOOP KNOT:
The Duncan loop is an alter-
native to the clinch knot. It
is a sliding knot used when-
ever additional shock
absorption or lure action is
desired. The loop size can
be adjusted to provide
more or less lure action;
the larger the loop, the
more the lure action.
When a fish strikes and the hoo< is set, the knot slides and tight-
ens against the eyelet. Pass eig~t inches of line through the eye-
let. Form a two-inch :iameter loop with the tag end. Wrap the tag
end through and around the line and loop five times. Lubricate and
tighten by pulling or the tag end with one hand while holdingthe
lure with the other. Trim.

SURGEON'S KNOT: The surgeon's knot is used to connect
two lengths of monofilament line such as leader and tippet.
Lay the two lengths of monofilament side by side. They should
overlap about eight inches. Tie an overhand knot in the dou-
bled section - do not tighten. Tie another overhand knot
through the same loop. Lubricate and tighten, holding all four
ends. Trim.

SURGEON'S
LOOP: The sur-
geon's loop is useful
for loop-to-loop con-
nections such as
leader to loop-termi-
nated fly line or
monofilament line
to sneLled hook.
Form a loop with a
circumference of
about six inches at
the tag end of the
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hand knot in the
end of the line.
Tighten. Tie and
tighten a second
overhand knot
around the stand-
ing part of the
line. Pull steadily
on the standing
part of the line
until the two
knots tighten
against the spool.
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monofilament line. Make an overhand knot in the doubled
line. Do not tighten. Make a second overhand knot. Lubricate
and tighten by pulling steadily on the loop with one hand and
the line and tag end with the other. Trim.

REEL KNOT: The reel knot is used to attach monofilament
line or fly line backing to a reel spool. Pass the tag end of the
line or backing around the spool hub. (Wrap twice in the case
of fly line back-
ing.) Tie an over-
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Texas outdoorsmen, here's something to remember:

p-

DallasArea Houston Area
Grapevine Mills t y,i11l Katy Mills

2501 Bass Pro Drive, y 5000 Katy Mills C rcle,
Grape~vine, TX 76051 Katy, TX 77494

t972) 724-2018 (2S1) 644-220C

Our new Bass Pro Shops' Outdoor World* stores in
Dallas and Houston are standing tal!

Inside our showrocms, you'll find the largest
selection of hinting and fishing gear in the Southwest.
(Nobody else even comes close.) And with our huge
camping, boating, backpacking, apparel, and golf
departments-plus our specious Tracker' boat and RV
showrooms-we've gct somethirg to please just about
every outdoor enthusiast in the state of Texas.

But a visit to The World's Greatest Outdoor Store
is much more than a sopping trip. It's an experience
unlike any other. Come see our majest c waterfalls,
aquariums, unique wildlife mourts, indoor shooting
and archer ranges, and al the special features that
make this Texas' Iltimate outdoor adventure!

Bass Pro Sops*O outdoor World
Now open in Dallas and Houston!

Experience the com ort and convenience of on-site
lOdging! All he amenities for family fun, includingE pool, recreation facilities, *estaurant, and more.
Plus, easy connection to Octdoor World via

EM BASSY -n indoor walkway. The all-new Embassy Suites,
SUITES- 0 now open at Grapevine Muls!

Call for Reservations: (972) 724-2600.

Outoor
World

Moreud0oors for Your Mone M

www.outdoor-world.com
CL-11888/29344/8-99
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Receive a FREE Vacation planningg Packet oy calling:
Grapevine Convention & Visitor's Bureau at 1-800-457-63:38
Hojs:on Convention &Visitors Bureau at 1-8)00-4HOUSTON.
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These Offerings from

These Texas Parks & Wildlife Press books are just a phone call away! We now accept
VISA, MasterCard and Discover orders by phone. Simply have your credit card ready,
call (512) 912-7000 and we'll begin iighl away to process your order. It's that easy!
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n exciting new book now joins Texas Parks & Wildlife Press'

acclaimed "Learn About ... " series - Learn About... Texas Insects!

This educational activity book features the most numerous and

easily observed of Texas' animal residents. Children from six to twelve

can enjoy the marvelous world of "bugs" -that great host of hopping,
crawling, flying, and buzzing creatures more properly called insects.

Youngsters can color detailed line drawings of the most common and

most unusual Texas insects. The accompanying easy-to-read text gives

mportant facts about insects' roles in nature. Interspersed

throughout are instructive games and suggested activities. BONUS

FOLD-OUT! A 17" by 22" coloring poster.

©1999, Texas Parks & Wildlife Press, 8/2"x 11",
60 pp., b&w illustrations, ISBN 1-885696-27-2,
$7.95, paperback

Also available in this series:

Learn About... Texas Birds

Learn About... Texas Dinosaurs

Learn About... Texas Indians

Texas Parkes & Wildlife Press!
R ghly 42 million years ago - ahout

20 million years after the demise of the

dinosaurs the area that is today the Lake

Casa Blanca International State Park, near Laredo, was

lush tropical forest. Accompany James Westgate,

Ph.D., and his Lamar University students as they

uncover fossils of 29 extinct mammal species and

reconstruct prehistoric life at Lake Casa Blanca.

©1999, Texas Parks & Wildlife Press,

6 x 9 in., 70 pp., b&w illustrations,

ISBN 1-885696-32-9, $12.95, paperback

ett i din
Casa Blancs

suspenseful tales oflTexas' ghosts, strange
lights spirits, apparitions and baffling

sounds. Author Jay W Sharp skillfully employs
a range ofstyles, from straightforward to

personalized to humorous, to enliven these
mystifying tales.

$7.95

$7.95

$7.95

Lea about \'

1< 1

..J.
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©1999, Texas Parks & Wildlife Press, 5%2"
x 8k", 134 pp., b&w illustrations,

ISBN 1-885696-34-5, $14.95, paperback

Know your snakes! Andrew H. Price,
TPW herpetologist, details 15

species and subspecies of

poisonous snakes native to Texas, with
county-by-county distribution maps and
beautiful full-color photographs. Included
are the latest first-aid and medical

approaches to snakebite, plus snakebite

prevention at home and in the field.

©1998, Texas Parks & Wildlife Press, 5'A"
x 8", 112 pp., color photographs,
ISBN 1-885696-22-1, $13.95, paebc

paerac

TITLE OF BOOK Quantity Price Amount

_ Learn about...Texas Insects $7.5
NAME

Learn about...Texas Birds $

I ADDRESS Learn about...Texas Dinosaurs $7.9
Learn about...Texas Indians $

CITY STATE ZIP Poisonous Snakes of Texas $13.95

Texas Unexplained $14-95

DAYTIME PHONE After the Dinosaurs $12.95

I__ _ SUBTOTAL

TEXAS RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD .0825 SALES TAX
.,YSA 1  `PLEASE ADD $2.95 SHIPPING & HANDLING PER ORDER

TOTALAMOUNT ENCLOSED BY CHECK OR MONEY ORDER
For Visa, Mastercard, and Discover orders, call (512) 912-7000

Mail to: Texas Parks & Wildlife Press, 3000 South IH-35, Suite 120, Austin, TX 78704. Please, check or money order only.
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LIVED.COLTER WAS ONE OF THE
GREATEST BIRD DOGS THAT EVER

BACK IN THE DAYS when Colter had
been going to Old South, Jarrett had

said that some days he was like
Michael Jordan, doing amazing feats
that even Jarrett had never seen a dog
do before, and then there were other

days when he behaved more like
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Dennis Rodman: looping too wide,
ranging too far, pretending not to hear
the whistle, and even, on some nutty

mornings, heading straight for the covey
of birds and busting them as if out of sheer

devilment. As if he just wanted to watch
the excitement of the flush. Or to make

sure Jarrett was paying attention.

olter was one of

the greatest bird

dogs that ever

lived. (You can

doubt my word on

that, but not Jarrett's.)

But to truly capture the essence of the

dog, I have to include this idiosyncrasy.

It happened only once in a blue moon,

but for many traditional, tweedy

sportsmen, once would be enough to

dismiss a dog with a loud harrumph.

They'd prefer a dog that is more like a

robot - a dog that would never, ever

bump a bird, not by mistake (even if

the dog had to become ever-more cau-

tious, gradually lowering its intensity

level), and never, by God, on purpose,

for the sheer adolescent joy of messing

up. They have spent the last hundred

years line-breeding the perfect dog, or
so they believe, intent upon all the

things a judge can quantify in a trial,

but overlooking, decade after decade,

the intangible of heart....

Jarrett said that it really threw him,
the first few times it happened - that

at first he couldn't figure out why a dog
of Colter's caliber would behave that

way - but he figured it out, soon

IT HAPPENED ONLY ONCE IN A BLUE

MOON, BUT FOR MANY TRADITIONAL,

TWEEDY SPORTSMEN, ONCE WOULD BE

ENOUGH TO DISMISS A DOG WITH A

LOUD HARRUMPH. THEY'D PREFER A DOG

THAT IS MORE LIKE A ROBOT.

enough, and was tickled by it, amused
rather than threatened. It was strange,
he said, to see the two traits, greatness
and mischief, so twined together, but he
viewed it as a challenge, and was
intrigued by it. The basic training

process, the physical exercises, have
become largely rote for Jarrett, and the
real wisdom and value in his work
comes from learning a dog's type and

personality, and establishing a relation-

ship: knowing when to push, and when
to back off. Knowing what can be
demanded of the dog: the sky was near-

ly the limit. (The first time my friend
Jerry saw Colter work, Jerry marveled at
Colter's energy and said, "That dog's
got a lot of bottom." Meaning, I think,
you couldn't do anything that would
make Colter want to not hunt.)

Sometimes, when we were hunting,
after Colter made a staunch point and I

stepped forward to flush the bird, and
fired and missed - missed twice, with
both barrels, at close range -CGoiter

would become frustrated and begin to
yip, would even howl and scream. And
after a couple of easy misses by me, he
would sometimes throw an adolescent
tantrum and take out howling across
the countryside, chasing the bird to the
horizon and then hunting on his own,

galloping in huge, wide-casting circles,
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bumping the birds rather than pointing
them. It would be quite some time,

often an hour or so, before Colter's

nerves would calm down enough that

he would return to my beckoning call

and resume hunting, rather than

howling.
Again, it is only because Colter was

so great that can I tell you of this little

weakness which, of course, was not his

weakness, but mine; one which he was

forced, by the nature of the man-dog

relationship, to accept.

Colter hunted well for Jarrett, it

should go without saying, and he per-

formed admirably when we were out in

the field with Tim, who had, after all,
spotted that first wild bird for him, that

red ruffed grouse right at dusk, his

rookie season. For some strange reason,

however, he did not take to my father,
who tends at times to be slightly criti-

cal, particularly with regard to subjects

on which he has a high degree of

knowledge and experience, of which

hunting and bird dogs are two.

The first couple of times Colter went

grouse hunting with my father up here

in Montana, we found nothing; Colter

ranged too far (easy to do, in these tight

woods), galloped with his tongue hang-

ing out, didn't come to the whistle, and

didn't even find any birds to bump,

must less point, which didn't surprise

me: in a low year, I'll often hunt all day

without seeing a bird. I really didn't

think much about it. My father grum-

bled that I was being overly generous in

my praise of the dog, but because we'd

encountered no birds, there really wasn't

anything to measure Colter against.

There'd been no challenge. My father

was dubious, but gave him the benefit

of the doubt.

Down in Texas, Colter had been

trained on quail, though they were

slow-flying, witless, butterball pen-

raised birds, not the lean wild quail that

still inhabit the brush country and

grasslands. To hunt wild quail in Texas,

you need to own or lease some land. A

lease costs around $8 an acre; and

2,000 to 3,000 acres is about the mini-

mum you'd need to hunt all season.

RICH PEOPLE NEED FRIENDS, TOO, AND

MY FATHER WAS ABLE TO GARNER US

AN INVITATION TO HUNT WITH A FRIEND

OF HIS WHO, DESPITE BEING IN THE OIL

BUSINESS, HAD STILL RETAINED SOME

DEGREE OF WEALTH.

Not many folks can afford to pay

$20,000 a year for what Guy de La
Valdene has called, affectionately, "a

handful of feathers." But rich people

need friends, too, and my father was

able to garner us an invitation to hunt

with a friend of his who, despite being

in the oil business, had still retained

some degree of wealth. The friend

owned over 100,000 acres - a small

ecosystem - adjacent to the legendary

King Ranch in South Texas, and so one

weekend in January I loaded Colter

into his kennel and left the snows and

subzero temperatures of Montana for

the blue sky down near the Mexican

border, near the Gulf. We stayed in the

bunkhouse - my father, his friend B.

and another of their friends, R., the

three older men all over 60, and me,

the youngster, not yet 40 - and I have

to confess that that first night around

the campfire, before we'd been hunting

yet, I bragged Colter up something

fierce.

Being veteran oilmen, the other

hunters had each seen and heard a life-

time of scams and shady deals and pos-

sessed acutely what Hemingway referred

to as the "shockproof bull detector."

Watching them listen to my tales of

Colter's greatness, I could tell that their

detectors were on alert. They were puz-

zled, though, by the apparent disingen-

uousness of my set-up, for the proof of

the pudding would be forthcoming very

soon -the next morning! - and what

kind of con artist would be mouthing

off with such hyperbole when the day

of reckoning was so close at hand?

They had never seen a completely

liver-colored German shorthair before,

and I thought this might work in

Colter's favor, but R. said, "I don't like

his looks," and B. added, "That's a pret-

ty strange-looking knot on his head,

kind of a knob-dealy."
"You'll see," I said. "You gentlemen

are in for a treat. In fact, if you really

knew what kind of a treat you were in

for, you wouldn't be able to sleep

tonight, you'd be so excited."

The oilmen studied Colter some

more, then looked back at the fire, non-

committal. I could tell that they wanted

to dare to believe, but had become so

encrusted by age and routine that they

just weren't able, no matter how much

they wanted to. Too dangerous. They

held their tongues, though; they didn't

disparage him. They played it safe.
They gave him the benefit of the doubt.

It was exciting, being down there in a

new landscape with him; like traveling

to a foreign country. It didn't occur to

me that what I would be asking him to

do the next day would be the equiva-

lent of delivering the Gettysburg

Address in a language he had never spo-

ken before.

I kept on bragging long after the fire

had burned down to coals and the oil-
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men had begun to nod off. My sweet
brown bomber dozing by the fire with
his head in my lap. I couldn't wait. He
would slay them. Even my father was
getting get excited about my sales job:
believing for that worst and most tenu-
ous of reasons: because he wanted to.

The manner in which the older gen-
tlemen hunted was to ride a jeep down
winding trails cut through the brush,
pulling a trailer of dogs behind them
while one dog loped ahead, casting for
scent.

When the dog encountered scent,
and then crept in on the hidden, hud-
dled quail and pointed them, the driver
of the jeep would stop, and the hunters
would clamber out, load their guns, and
stride with alacrity toward where the
frozen dog stood waiting. After one dog
had run for a while, the driver of the
jeep would stop, whistle the dog in,
water the dog, examine its paws for
thorns, and turn out another, fresher
dog. It was a style of hunting to which I
was unaccustomed, preferring instead
the pace and intimacy of being down
on the ground with my dog and my

quarry. But you could run a lot of dogs
and cover a lot of ground, and it was a
good way to find a lot of birds, too.

When it was Colter's turn, he just ran
- not casting ahead of us, but gallop-
ing along like a kid running cross-coun-
try, grinning and watching us sidelong
with his tongue hanging out. It was his

grin, I think, that was most aggravating
to the older gentlemen, and B., our
host and driver, seemed to be taking it

personally, accelerating to try to keep

up with Colter, who seemed in turn

delighted by this strategy - a race -
and so on down the bumpy dirt road

we hurtled, not really hunting as much

as just trying to stay up with the fabled,

magical dog, even as everyone but me

lost every inkling of faith in him.

Colter galloped through the thorny
brush like a thoroughbred - not hunt-

ing a bit, just running, like some kid in

cross-country practice. Running as if he

didn't have a thought in his mind, and
as if his blood no longer carried any
instinct at all, only sheer contrariness. A

demon hound, the other hunters saw

now, a brown muscled genie brought

down from Montana to unravel the

very object of their longing.

Colter was busting birds as he gal-
loped: veering course only slightly in
order to run right over the top of them,

exploding them into the heavens, at
which point he would grin still wider,
would throw his head back and bark at

the sky, howling his success, and run

even harder, so that now white flecks of

foam were spittling from his jowls, and
when I whistled and called and hollered

for him to come in, to scold him and to

water him, and to try to calm him

down, he just grinned and ignored me,
which I knew in the eyes of these veter-

an hunters was the worst thing a bird

dog could do. Our morning's hunt
deteriorated into a chase-scene, with us
following the bounding brown dog
through the brush, with covey after

covey of wild quail catapulting franti-

cally into the sky.
We finally captured him with the aid

of a herd of javelinas. When we caught
up with him, they had him half-sur-
rounded, tusky boars and angry sows
and half-grown shoats, and were facing
him, clicking their tusks, while he was
crouched and growling with his hackles
raised. I jumped out of the jeep and
hurried into the brush with my shot-

gun, hoping to ward off the fight, and

to my relief the javelinas turned and
raced off into the brush.

I took hold of Colter by the collar
and led him back to the trailer, hosed
him down and watered him. He was as
hot as a bed of coals, his breath a blow-

torch, and as an excuse to the other
hunters I offered up the notion that

perhaps Colter was having trouble pick-
ing up the birds' scent, with the strange
climate so new to him, so hot and dry.

We put him in his kennel and
resumed hunting with the other dogs,
none of whom appeared to have any
trouble with how hot and dry it was,

though I had to say that after watching
Colter's exuberance and athleticism,
watching the other dogs creep and
prance around so tentatively, so leery of
making a mistake - so without style
- was about as exciting as watching
old men play croquet. I would rather
have watched my dog run like the

wind, any day, even if it meant passing
up a few opportunities at birds. Being a
guest, however, I kept my thoughts to

myself, and eventually, we got in a little
shooting.

As we hunted with the other dogs, I
kept pondering on what had gotten
into Colter: why he had turned so
demonic. I kept bragging on him, too;
I wouldn't just let it drop, and let these
other hunters go away believing, so mis-
takenly, that he was a dud. In my mind,

a hypothesis began to take shape, and
later in the day, I cautiously

proposed it.

IT DIDN'T OCCUR TO ME THAT

WHAT I WOULD BE ASKING HIM TO

DO THE NEXT DAY WOULD BE TH E

EQUIVALENT OF DELIVERING THE

GETTYSBURG ADDRESS IN A LANGUAGE

HE HAD NEVER SPOKEN BEFORE.
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"He's such a sweet boy," I said, "that I

think he was freaking out, panicking

that we were going to drive off and

leave him. He's never hunted this way

before. Maybe if I get out of the jeep

and hunt on foot, while y'all drive

behind us, he'll calm down."

Bless their old hearts, you could see

them wanting to believe: knowing that

they shouldn't, knowing that they'd

already seen more than they needed to,

but hooked, nonetheless, on the idea,

or the possibility, of one of the world's

greatest bird dogs appearing into their

lives from out of some near-mythical

land of glaciers and ice-bears.

They gave Colter - gave us - one

more chance.

Of course Colter didn't care if the

Queen of Sheba was giving him one

more chance; or rather, he did care, and

was only too delighted to goof things

up again, running even wilder, grinning

and mugging even more maniacally,
and busting just as many quail as before

-busting in his second brief foray

more coveys than all the other dogs had

found all day cumulatively, so that I

understood at that point (and I think

that the other hunters did, too) that

there was nothing at all wrong with his

nose. On the contrary, they realized

that I was right, that he probably could

smell every bird in the county, even

which way the wind was blowing.

My father suggested that I put Colter

up for the rest of the day, which I did,

speaking sternly to him as I did so:

"Colter! What has gotten into you?

What do you mean?" It was a kind of

language which, to the old-school

hunters, was doubtless the equivalent of

my counseling Colter to take a few

deep breaths before trying to get in

touch with his inner feelings; and I

could tell by the way the three other

hunters looked off fiercely in three dif-

ferent directions that they were thor-

oughly disgusted by both dog and man

alike.
The younger generation, I could hear

them thinking, it's just not what it used

to be, in the old days...

A postscript, as if any were needed.

That night, around the campfire, with

all the "true" hunting dogs asleep in

their kennels and Colter lying beside us,

four men and one dog watching the

fire, Colter got up and wandered off

into the starry night. I would have

thought he would be too whipped from

his peregrinations to have any jaunti-

ness left in him, and figured he had just

eased off to take a pee, but I was mis-

taken; when he did not return after a

few minutes, I called for him, but he

did not return. I stood up and walked

out into the darkness myself and called

louder, but still he did not respond.

"Oh, God," my father said, "he's

probably out running deer." The other

hunters groaned, particularly the ranch

owner, who had planned to take some

other friends deer hunting later in the

week.

"No," I said, "he won't run deer. He's

scared of them. He's probably out hunt-

ing quail."
"Oh, please," said R. "Spare me."

B., the ranch owner, said nothing,

just got up and went off to bed. After a

little while R. retired too, and it was

just my father and me, waiting for

Colter to come back - "Don't worry,"

my father said, "he'll be back" - and

then, after my father went to bed, it

was just me and the campfire.

I got a blanket and lay down there by

the coals, and a little after midnight,

Colter returned. I could tell he'd done

something wrong, because he didn't

come bounding straight back, but

instead was kind of circumnavigating,

staying just on the outer boundaries of

firelight. There was a rustling in the

brush, too, as if he were pulling some-

thing, and when I got up and went

with my flashlight to go see what it was,

I nearly retched.

He had found a dead calf and

dragged the carcass back to camp. I

could tell right away that he hadn't

killed the calf himself, thank God - it
had been dead for a few days - but

such was his beastliness in the eyes of

my hosts that I knew I might have

trouble convincing them of that.

I went and found a shovel, and

dragged the calf far back out into the

brush, and buried it deep. I knew coy-

otes would probably dig it right back
up, but by that time Colter and I

would be long gone, never to return -

never to be invited back and I could

only marvel at my luck that the other

hunters had not still been sitting

around the fire when the great chesty

hound had come scuttling back in after

a night out on the prairie, returning

with game twice his size, his eyes shin-

ing red in the firelight. *

"The Jordan/Rodman Dog" is apre-

publication excerptfrom a collection ofessays

entitled My Colter, to be published next

summer.
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IT WAS A KIND OF LANGUAGE WH ICH,

TO THE OL D-SCHOOL HUNTERS, WAS

DOUBTLESS THE EQUIVALENT OF MY

COUNSELING COLTER TO TAKE A FEW

DEEP BREATHS BEFORE TRYING TO GET IN

TOUCH WITH HIS INNER FEELINGS.
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The best way for boaters to avoid scarring seagrass beds is to know the water depth requirement of their boat's design.

The 150-h.p.

outboard

drives the 21-

foot skiff into a

tight circle.

Sand, grass

and mud boil

up behind the

stern but the

tunnel drive

hull is soon on

plane and

running full

bore in a foot

of water.

In the course of the day,
these anglers have bent
over backward to be
good stewards of the
coastal resource. They
have practiced catch and
release, given a wide

berth to other anglers

on_ the water and

refrained from running

shallow shorelines.
Yet on severa. occasions, when moving of~

shallow grass lats, the prop on their flats b at

ha carved gashes in the seagrass beds.

Aleng 235,000 acres of seagrass reds that

extend from Port O'Connor to South Padre

Island, Texas anglers are able to fish clean,

clear :ats, where they can see bottom struc-

ture as well as the game fish they hunt. But

prop .scarring and other factors pose a threat

to ths unique style of angling four_d on the

flats cf the middle and lower Texas coast

I"Nobody likes to fish when the water .s tut-

bic or a brigh: brown in color," points oat

La-rr McKinney, senior director of aquatic

res forces for Texas Parks anc Wildlife.

Despite noticeable damage from prop scar-

ing in sorry areas and more serious coastwide

:hreats froni declining water quality, dredging
and channe izaticn, seagrass meadows along
:h"e middle and lower :oast have stubbornly

eld their cwn over the last two decades.

MLarine scientists and fisheries experts warn,
Acwever, tl-at forces are present that could

cause significant losses in this critical marine

resource.

Besides filtering o at sediment, seagrasses

provide a natural hunting ground for game
fisl- and the anglers who pursue them. They
function as food sources for fish, waterfowl

and sea turtles, nurseries and sanctuaries for

Juvenile finish, crabs and shrimp and general-

ly serve as 1=ologi:al indicators of water quali-

ty °n Texas 'ays an estuaries.
prom Ma agorda 3ay southward along the

Texas coast, seagrasses are the dominant struc-

tural vegetation Almost 80 percent of the sea-

grasses are located in the Laguna Madre, an
estuary that begins just south of Corpus

Christi Bay and runs southward 140 miles to

South Padre Island. Most of the remaining

seagrasses, abou: 45,)00 acres, are located in

the heavily ::aveled San Antonio, Aransas and

Corpus Chr_sti Bay areas.

Marine biologists loave identified five

species of seagrasses on the Texas coast: shoal-

grass, turtle grass, manatee grass, star grass
and widgeongrass. Seagrasses f11 many roles

and provide many benefits in the marine

environment. "If the seagrasses are destroyed,
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a critical element in the life cycle of juvenile

finfish is removed from the marine environ-

ment," McKinney says.

Ken Dunton, research scientist and seagrass

specialist with the University of Texas Marine

Science Institute (UTMSI) in Port Aransas,

points out that seagrasses also are important

to water quality.

"By their very nature, they provide struc-

ture on a bay bottom and, by providing that

structure, they slow and retard water move-

ment. That results in the deposition and set-

tling of particulate matter and that particulate

matter is then deposited on the bottom."

As a result. the water around seagrass beds

is always a lot clearer. "The water transparen-

cy is always higher and people like that

because fish are mainly visual predators and

part of the joy of fishing is being able to see

what you are fishing for or watch a fish chase

your lure, chase your bait."

Seagrasses also trap and conserve nutrients

that are essential to other marine organisms,

Dunton says. "They internalize nutrient

cycling. Instead of being washed out of the

system, nutrients important to productivity

systems are taken up by seagrasses in their

roots and leaves so those nutrients don't leave

the system very easily. We have a reservoir for

nutrients that otherwise would be flushed

right out of that system."

Seagrasses also serve as secondary sources

for a variety of marine organisms. "Nature

makes it, nature eats it, the saying goes,"

Dunton says. "What turns into dead, decay-

ing matter is ultimately consumed in the food

web and becomes a very important part of

the marine system. What we call the scav-

enger-based food web is the basis of the

shrimp industry."

Another important role of submerged

grasses is to provide habitat for gamefish, for-

age fish and crustaceans, Dunton says. "The

habitat issue is important not only for adult

organisms but particularly for the larval forms

of fish, shrimp and crabs. Seagrasses also pro-

vide a substrata for a lot of other organisms

that are important as food sources to larval

fish and crabs. Small algae or bacteria grow all

over the surface of these blades and turn out

to be very important food sources for these

small developing organisms."

Seagrasses suffer from a variety of man-

made and natural abuses. While scientists say

prop scarring is not the most serious coast-

wide threat to seagrasses, it has taken a toll on

heavily traveled areas of the middle coast.

Simply stated, propeller scarring of seagrass

beds occurs when boats travel in water that is

too shallow. The best way for boaters to avoid

scarring seagrass beds is to know the water

depth requirements of a boat's design. If sea-

grass is observed in the propwash, a boater

obviously is running too shallow.

McKinney says annual surveys of seagrass

beds conducted with UTMSI officials indi-
cate that 97 percent of the area in the Estes

Flats area of Aransas Bay shows evidence of

prop scarring. "When you fly a few hundred

feet over the flat, you get a perspective that I

don't think the boaters have," McKinney says.

"Estes Flats is crisscrossed with prop scarring."

McKinney says the fact that seagrass beds

have actually showed some overall growth

increases in Aransas and Redfish bays in

recent years should not distract from the prop

scarring issue. "People ask why we are con-

cerned about a little loss of seagrass on Estes

Flats when other areas are gaining. That's fine

when you look at the whole landscape, but

folks don't fish in those other areas."

While prop scarring presents a serious

problem for seagrasses in some areas of the

coast, it may be the easiest problem to

address, McKinney says. He says up to 80

percent of the problem of prop scarring can

be dealt with just by putting up signs and

buoys to direct boat traffic around the most

fragile seagrass beds.

On a coastwide basis, water quality prob-

lems, subsidence, dredging and channeliza-

tion pose even bigger threats to seagrasses.

Texas Parks and Wildlife reviews every permit

for wastewater discharges that occur next to

wetlands for their effect on seagrasses. "We

try to make sure that the impact (of the dis-

charges) is either eliminated or minimized,"

says McKinney. "Some of these smaller com-

SHGALGRASS, Halodule

wrigiu, is an opportunistic,

fast-growing species capable of

invadirg bare areas and

recovering relatively fast. It is

the nest abundant subtropical
species coastwide, with the

mc"st extensive beds in the

Upper Laguna Madre.

MtANATEE GRASS,

Syre'godium filiforme, for

practical purposes, occurs (along

with turtiegrass) only as far
north as Aransas Bay, and is

abt adant in the Lower Laguna

Mac -e and Corpus Christi Bay
areas.

STAB GRASS, Halophila

ergelncnni, is another invasive

plant that occurs in higher

sal;iity waters. It is often found

interspe-sed in shoalgrass and

manatee grass beds.

Speckled trout are among the scores of fish, waterfowl and sea turtles
that depend on seagrasses for fo'od.
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Seagrass beds are na; adversely affected by boat aechars, althat.gh boaters should make sure the anchor

is of the prope size :o prevent dragging.

"Some of
these smaller

communities

say you can't

cut off
motorized

boating

because

fishing is their

most important

activity, yet

they want to
turn around

and discharge

their

wastewater

right on top of

Seagrass beds

a that support
that very

0
0

economRy."
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munities say ycu can't cut of-matorized boa:-

ing because fishing is their rrcst important

activity, yet they want to turn around and

discharge their wastewater right on top of sea-
grass beds that support that very economy."

Subsidence, wh-ch car. be :uwed by a
number of factors, including r.araral processes
such as ccmpacticn and faulking, withdrawal

of shallow subsarface fluids and shallow sul-

fur and salt mining, also takes a roll on sea-

grasses. Subsidence in Texas also is caused by-
human activities associated with water use

and oil and gas extraction.

Dredging causes problems because of the

spoil that can pile up on top of th-e sub-
merged grasses. Spoil can become big piles of

mud and when tmere is wind action the ter-
bidity is increased, cutting oLt sunlight and

creating an adverse situation =:r seagrasses
On the lower Laguna Madre. the two issues

that have nad the most impact on seagrasses

are brown tide algal blooms and dredging.
Walter Ktelberger, chairn-an of the Lowe r

Laguna Madre Foundation, says he best way

:o understand the harmful efects of dredging
>n Laguna Macre seagrass beds is to visualize

dropping a cup of dirt into an aquarium

every day 'At first the effects might not be so
noticeable as in the case of dredging. But after
50 years o= do~rg it in a very harmful way,

he cumulative effects are just now becoming
obvious even to tlrse hardened against en.i-

-onmental anc ccnservat:on initiatives."

There also are concerns that too many nets
from shrimp boats scar the bortoms of bays,
disturb sea grasses, stir up sediment, and gen-

erally disrLpt the ability of bays and estuaries
to function in their critical roe as marine

nurseries. In 1996, 1,871 bay shrimpboat
license holders and 1,806 bait shrimp license

holders dragged trawls through Texas bays
and estuaries. Since then, working with the
shrimping industry, Texas Parks and Wildlife

has put into place a limited entry p_an
designed to address both the economic plight
of the bay shrimper and the overharvesting of
the resource.

Submerged seagrass habitats on the Texas
coast are the focus of a number of special
conservation and management programs.
While approaches differ, a committed group
of marine scientists, state fisheries of iials,
coastal conservation groups, recreational

anglers, and coastal communities is united in

trying to find ways to protect this marine
resource while still providing the broadest

possible access to these waters.

In 1996, a Symposium on Texas Seagrasses

was held in Corpus Christi. Participants, who
included representatives of Texas Parks and
Wildlife and the Texas General Land Office,

produced a coastwide Seagrass Conservation
Plan for Texas. The plan addresses the critical
research and management needs and the

types of programs that can be developed to
solve the problems.

The Corpus Christi Bay National Estuary
Program is a four-year, community- ased
effort to identify the problems facing the bays
and estuaries of the Coastal Bend, and to

develop a long-range conservation and man-

agement plan. The program's fundamental

purpose is to protect, restore, or enhance the

quality of water, sediments, and living
resources found within the 6 00-square-mile

estuarine portion of the study area. It includes



three major estuaries - Aransas, Corpus

Christi and the Upper Laguna Madre.

Texas Parks and Wildlife, in its role as over-

seer of state fisheries, is involved in a number

of initiatives to protect and enhance seagrass

beds on the Texas coast. For the first time

ever, McKinney says, there is an opportunity

to set state water quality standards that take

into account the protection of seagrasses.

Every three years, the TNRCC reviews

water quality standards, the standards against

which they judge their permitting allowances.

"Seagrass has not been recognized as an

aquatic use before and so we are trying to put

into those water quality standards a standard

that says we should set water quality so that it

allows for their propagation."

Texas Parks and Wildlife also spearheads

the Seagrass Task Force. Created last June and

made up of 20 representatives with a broad

mix of coastal interests, the volunteers will

help reach a consensus and draft proposals to

Parks and Wildlife commissioners for protect-

ing and enhancing seagrass beds.

Other plans related to the seagrass issue

include the creation of aquatic reserves or no-

motor zones on selected estuaries. Will Myers,

an Austin architect and avid angler, seeks sup-

port for a plan called the Aransas Aquatic

Preserve that would close a large portion of

Redfish Bay to all inboard and outboard

motor use except in designated boat traffic

areas. Outside the traffic zones, anglers would

be restricted to wading, drift-fishing, poling

or the use of an electric trolling motor.

Redfish Bay contains some of the most

bountiful estuarine nursery grounds on the

Texas coast and also includes some of the

most attractive and popular fishing grounds.

Critics of the plan include business owners in

communities on the middle coast who have

questioned the wisdom of a measure that

could cut off access to thousands of anglers.

The Corpus Christi Chapter of the Coastal

Conservation Association also is proposing a

no-motor zone on the north side of the Nine

Mile Hole, a more remote estuary on the

upper Laguna Madre. Duke Bonilla, presi-

dent of the Corpus Christi chapter and a

member of the Seagrass Task Force, says it

would include a boat traffic lane that would

be wide enough to drift through and fish, as

well as provide a point where boaters would

be required to shut down their motors. From

that point boaters would be allowed to pole

over the shallow flats, use an electric trolling

motor or anchor, get out and wade the area.

"We think the Nine Mile Hole area is a terrif-

ic starting place for a demonstration project

because there is not as much traffic and usage

as in other parts of the (bay systems)," Bonilla

says.

McKinney says the current discussion of

seagrass issues is a healthy and positive sign

for the resource, especially since it is taking

place when there is no state of emergency.

"There is a wide range of opinion, both for

and against, the various ideas that have been

proposed. Regardless of their opinion, they all

agree that seagrass conservation is important,

and that bodes well for the future," he con-

cluded. *

PHIL SHOOK is co-author ofFly Fishing the

Texas Coast: Backcountry Flats to Bluewater.

Texas' shallow grass flats provide a unique fishing experience, which is being threatened by prop scarring and other factors.
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FAIRFIELD LAKE STATE PARK, JUST OFF I-45 BETWEEN DALLAS

AND HOUSTON, BECKONS DAY-TRIPPERS WITH FRESHWATER

REDFISH, BASS AND WINTER BALD EAGLE TOURS.

BY PAUL A. CANADA

Hot I
A

A LONE BALD EAGLE winged just a foot or two above the lake's
surface. With every other wingbeat the large bird's primary feathers

gently stroked the slick water. Nearby, a teenager fishing a crankbait
along a cut paused long enough toOn cue, the predator dropped its talons long

enough. to pluck a meal f-rom the unseasonablyr
warm water. Struggling to keep the blue tilapia

under control, the eagle made a strategic turn

toward the shore. Eventually, the big bird awvk-

wardly flopped to the ground with its prey, seemingly disap-

pearing amongst the yellows and browns of the shoreline.

"Yes!" a young Kelly Jordon exclaimed. "I've got him!"

The treble hooks of Jordon's u-e found their mark. The anx-

ious angler struggled to turn what was certainly a sizeale large-
mouth bass For a brief momant, the Waco aler ws sure he
had a buclkarouth that would e ily surpass his personal best
-a whoppirg 10-pounder.

The fish's refusal to betturned -tad its "spool-\arping" runs
le'ft Jo1rdon geess ingf at i~ts true identit. ThIe Vount; il 's p)art-

netC atgu 'd it was a;a I bi flarhead, whle< he: gu s ed a < l~ rgt
hybrid. Bo rth ainlers agredt- -- it ce rtainly w nY l~ the_ large-

follow the bird's lithe flight.
A big fish -easily more than 30 inches - thrashed near the

surface. Immediately, the two anglers recognized what they had.

The redfish didn't stay on top for long, taking another 20 or 30

yards of line with it. 'Did you see my crankbait?" Jordon

queried. "I didn't see the crankbait!"

The W\/aco angler's partner confirmed what he asstuned -

the fish had taken his crankbait deep in its throat. A new sense

of urgency came over Jordon. If the fight continued much

longer, the odd predator's rotigh mouth would certainly tear the

line. The fish would be lost and Jordon's crankbait would be

As chance would have it, Jordon and his partner successfully
netted the bull red.] he large predator weighed a respectable 18
pounds. Although td prized 5eish wasn't quite what he was
hoping , for, it mad1eC for goo tble11 tl~~ 1k1C: latrtat eing17. Kelly

Jo>rdon; wout~cld contin lue to) catrch hig recds -- up to) 25' pounltd
-andii~ p'lety' ofdo!!uble'-'d:igi la rg mouth on1 Fairfieldl Lake~

befre rnov ing onl to Lake Fork, wheil.re h 1'so r):), a popular hass

0
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Ang ers frequenting Fairfielc Lake tcday wtill find condi-
tions asmilar to those Jozdcan for ~id as a teenager, 10 years
ago. The East Texas power plant lake - located iix miles
r o-rthast of Fairfield - still has good numbers cf trophy-
szed largemouth and redfish. FairfieldLake State Par: and
:ae fshery offer anglers plenty of reascas to venture cta
iaring the normally co i pericd of ar_uary and Fearcary.

SMALL FISHERY, LARG E FISH
A: 2 400 acres, Fairfield Lake is relat vely rarall Sril;, the

modest reservoir offers anglers penr,y of big-time bass fish-
r_g. This is especially true in January and February when
rhe discharge cf warm water from the Texas Utilities power
plant warms n-uch of the lake.

Texas Parks and Wilctlfe fisheries Biclogist Richard Dtt
tells why Fairfeld Lake's bass fishery is so productive.
"Akhcugh the reservoir has a relatively small watershed, it's
rich ir nutriers. Also, the heated wate: extends thre grow-
ing season of the freshwater environmeat any so the
irnpoundment's bass tend to grow faster. Finally, the reser-
voir has a tremendous frrage base."

As good as the bass fishing ca- be at Fairfielc Lake it
Sdaesnr fit the killing of ether re- riwnec trophy bass fish-

cries in Texas. Although Fa:rfield Lake produces a trerrien-
o dous :umber cf double-digit bass, it has yet to produce a

3 lAN UARY 2000
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bass larger than 13 pounds, 1 ounce (caught in 1987).
Again, Ott believes he knows why this might be. "In the

long run," notes Ott, "that longer growth season and the
extreme water temperatures in summer might be reducing
the life span of the fish. That might explain why the lake
doesn't produce a lot of gigantic bass."

While many would argue that the lack of giant bass

proves the impoundment needs a fresh stocking of the
Florida strain largemouth, Ott disagrees. According to the
fishery biologist, the initial stockings of the reservoir were
with the Florida strain largemouth. Regular electroshocking
surveys and genetic tests show the percentage of the Florida
strain remains strong.

"Because of the timing (initial stockings occurred when
TPW was experimenting with Florida strain bass) Fairfield
Lake received a good amount of Florida bass," says Ott.
"There really haven't been that many northern bass in the
lake to hybridize with them. The percentage of the Florida
strain in that population has been so high that, instead of
stocking, we have gone there to collect our brood fish."

One angler who agrees with Ott's assessment of the lake's

productivity is Fairfield regular Johnny Procell. The long-
time metroplex guide has caught his fair share of Fairfield
Lake lunkers. "Fairfield has a tremendous bass fishery," says
Procell. "I have caught 98 fish over 10 pounds from the
lake and I only spend about an hour fishing for bass when I
am on the lake."
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LOCATING WINTER'S LIJNKERS
As good as the bass fishing at Fairfield Lake can be, many

rirst-time anglers are quickly frustrated trying to establish a

ash-catching pattern. Much of this frustration is due to their

error in assuming that the thermal warming from the power

plant leaves the entire reservoir's xass population shallow and

aggressive. Procell counters, "On aly power plant lake, you

have basically three impoundmer ts in one - a hot-water

lake, a moderate-water lake and a nurmal-water (cold)
impoundment. People often make the mistake of assuming

that the water temperature is Lnitormly hot throughout the

lake. It's not."

Because of this variance in water :emperatures, anglers often

find bass at various stages - prespawn, spawn and post

spawn - during the months of _auary and February. The

first fish to spawn are those closest to the warm water dis-

charge, in water temperatures rargng between 65 and 70

degrees, on the southwest end of the lake. As the weather con-

tinues to warm, the spawning activity moves out away from

the discharge area, until it reaches those areas farthest from

the discharge. By April, the fish near the dam are spawning.

Long breaks in power plant operation can cause water tem-

peratures to drop. During period of infrequent power genera-
tion, Procell has learned to fish the mid-range water. Unlike

the fish closest to the discharge co've, these fish are less depen-

dent on the discharge of warm water and remain a bit more

active. "Many people fail to understandd" advises Procell,

'when they stop generating powe: and discharging warm

water, the reservoir reverts somewhat back to a typical winter

fishery."
Because the water clarity on Fair-ield Lake is normally

good, the better bass are typically found between 12 and 20
feet. Although anglers can catch large fish in relatively shallow
water, Procell finds the more reliable pattern is to fish deep.
Anglers will typically find bass stacked over points and deeper
creek channels. A slow-rolled spinnerbait, crankbait, jig or
spoon will produce good numbers of quality fish in January.

According to Procell, wind plays a major role in positioning
bass during frontal activity. Northeast winds typically associat-
ed with a winter front push the warmest water up on key

points along the south bank. "A lot of times," explains Procell,
"the water in Brown Creek will be 60 degrees while the water

50 yards from the discharge will be only 54 degrees. The pre-
vailing wind will stack that warmer water back into Brown
Creek."

During winter months, TU normally generates power at

night, when energy demand is highest. Procell takes advantage
of this by first confirming the direction of the previous night's

prevailing wind and targets the corresponding windblown

bank. The baitfish move with the warmer, windblown water

and the bass are quick to follow. Following the windblown

discharge is one of Procell's more productive winter patterns.

HOOKIN' UP WITH A RUNAWAY TRAIN
Arguably, one of TPW's more successful experiments has

been the introduction of the redfish to Fairfield Lake's fresh-

water habitat. Like the largemouth bass, the freshwater version

of the redfish is an opportunistic feeder, taking shad, tilapia
and sunfish. Because of this, bass anglers often catch the huge
predators on crankbaits, spinnerbaits, jigs, worms and spoons.

The same conditions - extended growing season and plen-
tiful forage - which cause Fairfield's largemouths to reach a

considerable size in a hurry also produce big redfish. Richard

Ott credits the good mineral and salt content of the reservoir

and the large forage base for the redfish's fast growth rates.

Although the current lake record is a respectable 27 pounds,
Ott confirms that a 41-pound bull was caught in 1998.

That 41-pound fish and a 40-pound, 2-ounce fish were

both caught by guide Billy Tyus' partners. Tyus doesn't require

anglers to document their catch with Texas Parks and

Wildlife, so many of the largest redfish seen on Fairfield Lake

go unchecked. Needless to say, the East Texas angler is a spe-
cialist at targeting Fairfield Lake's hybrid stripers and redfish.

Tyus' secret to catching the bull redfish is live bait (shad and
sunfish) and location. Although redfish are caught all over the

lake, the majority of the fish are found in the circulation pat-
tern that exists between the intake down by the dam and the
warm water discharge. Tyus suggests anglers target the deeper

points adjacent to open water.

"Nine times out of ten," suggests Tyus, "when you find a

school of hybrids, you find big redfish nearby. The redfish
take advantage of hybrids feeding on schools of shad. The reds

take the injured shad that fall to the bottom. When you're in

the right area, you will certainly know it." *

Paul Canada, writer/photographer and illustrator based in Fort

Worth, is currently the warm water editorfor the Flyfishing & Tying

Journal, a columnistfor the Southern Sporting Journal and a staff
writerfor the Bass Pro Shop's Outdoor World.
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SK ANY Texas
angler where to
go to catch a

trophy large-
mouth bass

and chances are the answer
will be Lake Fork or
maybe even Sam
Rayburn. Those
lakes have a deserved
reputation for turn-
ing out big fish year
after year. Your
chances of catching a
trophy bass are great-
ly improved by a
trip to one of these lakes.What if you

don't have the time or desire to make the

trek to Fork or Big Sam? A review of

largemouth bass water body records from

the Texas Parks and Wildlife angler recog-

nition awards program revealed that tro-

phy bass (bass weighing 9 pounds or larg-

er) have been caught from public water

bodies within 90 minutes from just about

everywhere in Texas, except for a few parts

of West Texas. As of September 1999, 104

lakes or rivers produced a trophy bass. If a

9-pounc bass isn't big enough for you,

there are 54 lakes where you wouldn't be

the first angler to catch a bass weighing 13

pounds or larger.

Where are these lakes? I will take you

around the state to identify the hotspots

that are a 90-minute drive away, no mat-

ter where in Texas you live. The lure of

Lake Fo-k will always beckon bass anglers hoping to become

the next state or even world record holder. However, trophy

bass fishing in Texas is more than Lake Fork. The number

of lakes :hat have producec trophy bass proves thr.t.

WEST TEXAS
AND THE PANHANDLE

© Although reservoirs aren't as abundant in West Texas and

the Panhandle as in some cther parts of the state, there are

38 JANUARY 2000

some that have proven they also can crank out trophy bass.
One of the least likely spots is Ascarte Reservoir, a 50-acre

lake in El Paso that yielded a 9.87-pound pass in 1988.
Farther north, in the Amarillo area, anglers have multiple

choices. Close-by Lake Meredith iust makes the grade with a

9-pounder. Head east from Amarillo and you can easily
reach Greenbelt Reservoir. Right at the 90-minute limit, you
have your choice of two reservoir: Baylor Lake and Lake

Childress. These two lakes also are within striking distance
of anglers in the Lubbock area.

Lubbock anglers also have some closer options such as
Buffalo Springs, White River Lake and Alin Henry. Baylor
Lake has produced the biggest bass among these lakes, at
14.88 pounds. Alan Henry Reservoir, located between Post

and Snyder, is the only place in Texas you can fish and catch

a largemouth bass, smallmouth bass and Alabama spotted

bass. Alabama spotted bass are clcse relatives of the spotted

bass that is found throughout the eastern part of Texas. This

variety attains larger sizes than the spotted bass found in



Texas. The Texas state record for spotted bass stands at 5.56

pounds, while the world record, an Alabama spotted bass
caught in California, is 9.56 pounds. TPW is experimentally

assessing the recreational value of Alabama spotted bass in

Texas. Biologists hope to duplicate the California success in
stocking this species in reservoirs with fluctuating water lev-

els such as those found throughout West Texas.

In the triangle formed by Midland/Odessa, San Angelo
and Abilene are four trophy-producing lakes: Colorado City,
Champion Creek Reservoir, E.V. Spence Reservoir and Oak

Phantorn Hill and Lake Clyde. Driving a little farther gets

you to Hords Creek Lake, Lake Brownwood, Coleman City
Lake, Hubbard Creek Lake, Proctor Lake or Lake Leon.
Some of these lakes also are within striking distance from
San Angelo. Another trophy-producing bass lake that is

shared by San Angelo and Abilene area residents is O.H.
Ivie. As one of the newest reservoirs in the region, its poten-
tial for big fish is still on the upswing.

Possum Kingdom, one of the most scenic lakes in Texas,
can be reached easily from both Abilene and Wichita Falls.

Its top bass so far has weighed 16.02

pounds. By the way, there are numerous

anglers in Ft. Worth who consider Possum

Kingdom a local lake. Some other trophy-

producing lakes closer to Wichita Falls are

Wichita, Arrowhead, Nocona, Amon G.

Carter and Bridgeport.

SOUTH TEXAS AND THE VALLEY
Water has become an increasingly pre-

cious commodity in South Texas in recent

years. The water level in the area's two

flagship reservoirs, Amistad and Falcon,
are at record lows. Even at these levels,

trophy bass continue to be caught.
Amistad is on the doorstep of Del Rio,
while anglers from Laredo frequent
Falcon. Laredo anglers also have a trophy-

producing bass lake within their own

backyard in Lake Casa Blanca. For anglers
living in the Valley, Falcon is their best bet

for trophy bass. I admit to stretching the
90-minute rule here, but I promise this

will be the only time! Getting caught in

traffic trying to get out of Houston or

Dallas-Fort Worth doesn't count.

When anglers in Corpus Christi fish

away from saltwater, they have their

choice of three trophy-producing lakes:

Corpus Christi, Choke Canyon and

Coleto Creek. Coleto Creek also is conve-

nient to nearby Victoria.

Creek Reservoir. E.V Spence has bragging rights in this
group of lakes, topping out with a bass weighing 14.2

pounds. Anglers in San Angelo can fish any of the three tro-

phy-producing bass reservoirs near their town: O.C. Fisher,
Nasworthy or Twin Buttes. O.C. Fisher has produced one of

the largest bass in West Texas, a 15.69-pound bass caught in

1988. An 11.34-pound bass was even caught from the

North Concho River near Bell Street within San Angelo.

Abilene anglers have even more choices: close-in Fort

SOUTHEAST TEXAS
Houston-area anglers have plenty of

choices of trophy-producing bass lakes if

they want to avoid the drive to Toledo
Bend or Sam Rayburn. Their choices

include four large reservoirs (Lakes Houston, Conroe,
Livingston and Somerville) and four smaller ones (Lake
Raven in Hantsville State Park, Lake Madisonville, and two
power plant reservoirs: Fayette County and Gibbons Creek).

The Golden Triangle area of Beaumont, Port Arthur and o
Orange has limited choices, but you won't hear many o
anglers in tl-at part of Texas complaining. Two of the three

trophy-producing lakes are the Texas heavyweight tag team
of Sam Rayburn and Toledo Bend. But the much smaller 3

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE 9



B.A. Steinhagen Reservoir won't be written off. It produced

a 12-pound bass in 1992.

CENTRAL TEXAS
From San Antonio up through Austin to Waco, trophy-

producing bass lakes can be reached within an easy ride

from Interstate 35. Starting at San Antonio, anglers have

two trophy reservoirs nearby in Braunig and Calaveras.

Medina Lake also is close to San Antonio. Medina is famous

for the 13.5-pound state record bass caught by H.R. Magee

in 1943, a record that stood until 1980. The Guadalupe

River north of San Antonio lays claim to four trophy bass

spots: Canyon Lake and three smaller downstream reser-

voirs, McQueeny, Dunlap and Placid. Other rivers also play

an important role in fishing in this area, as the Blanco River

in and around Blanco State Park has produced trophy bass.

If you really insist on pushing the 90-minute limit, Choke

Canyon is just south of San Antonio.

The Colorado River around Austin also has demonstrated

trophy potential. Starting with Town Lake in Austin and

going upstream, the :rophy bass spots are Austin, Travis,

40 AN UARY 2000

LBJ and Buchanan. Lakes Georgetown and Walter E. Long
add to the Austin-area list. A short drive east to the Lost

Pines area gets you to Lake Bastrop.

The Waco-Temple area has options ranging from 23,560-
acre Lake Whitney to 73-acre Meridian State Park Lake.

Other spots include Stillhouse Hollow Reservoir, Lake

Belton, Lake Waco, Tradinghouse Creek Reservoir, Squaw

Creek Reservoir, Lake Mexia, Lake Limestone, Lake Aquilla,
Lake Granbury, Alvarado Park Lake and Cleburne State

Park Lake.

NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS
Although on any weekend it seems most of the Metroplex

bass anglers are on Lake Fork, Dallas-Ft. Worth is literally

ringed by trophy-producing bass lakes. Lakes Arlington,

Benbrook, Eagle Mountain, Grapevine, Joe Pool, Lewisville,

Ray Hubbard and Worth all have contributed lunker bass.
Extending the 90-minute range to the east brings you in

contact with the trophy bass-rich waters of Northeast Texas

(including, of course, Lake Fork). Continuing around the

Metroplex you can reach other well-known big lakes
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(Texoma, Ray Roberts, Possum Kingdom and Richland-

Chambers) and some smaller-sized bass waters such as Lakes

Bridgeport, Mineral Wells, Weatherford, Waxahachie and

Squaw Creek. Metroplex anglers also can fish reservoirs that

range from the rocky, cliff-lined shores of Possum Kingdom

to the tree-lined banks of Lake Fork.

NORTHEAST TEXAS
The Tyler-Longview-Marshall area may be the closest area

you can find to a trophy bass fishing heaven. This area prob-

ably has more trophy-producing bass lakes per square mile

than anywhere in the U. S. Just about any lake you choose

to fish in this area has produced trophy bass. Lake Fork is

definitely the 800-pound gorilla of the area lakes. As of

September 1999, 34 of the 50 largest bass caught in Texas

have been caught from Lake Fork.

Anglers shouldn't overlook lakes such as Pinkston, which

produced a state record bass in 1986; Caddo, with a 16-

pounder to its credit; or up and comer Cooper, one of the

newest lakes in the area. The vast waters of Sam Rayburn

and Toledo Bend are at the southern end of this area.

Along with the large reservoirs there are a number of

smaller reservoirs that have produced trophies: Monticello,
Murval, Welsh, Hawkins, Holbrook, Mill Creek, Athens,

Fairfield, Purtis Creek State Park, Tyler and Nacogdoches. If

you live in this area and don't think you are within a few

minutes of some trophy bass fishing, think again; there is

probably some right down the road.

That's it for our trophy bass travelogue. The itinerary
should demonstrate that the opportunity to catch a trophy

bass is probably better in Texas than in any other state. Not
only is there an amazing number of trophy bass lakes, they

are accessible from wherever you live in the Lone Star State.

To find fish records for any lake or river near you, check

the TPW Angler Recognition Awards Records on the Web

at <www.tpwd.state.tx.us/fish/infish/fwfish.htm> or contact

Jinger Knight at Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center. 903-
676-2277. Information on applying for an angler recogni-

tion award also can be obtained through these sources. *

KEN KURZAWSKI is a biologist with TPW's Inland Fisheries

Division. He is stationed in Austin.
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n fact, much higher ground. The state's most spectac-

ular, beautiful, and challenging 75-mile bicycling
route begins at Fort Davis in the Trans-Pecos, winds

up Limpia Canyon, climbs the heights to the University of

Texas' McDonald Observatory at 6,791 feet, skirts the

northern slopes of 8,378-foot Mount Livermore,

the highest peal in the Davis Mountains, then roller-
coasters across the Davis Mountains

for miles before dropping off the edge

into the high desert and turning south

and east back to the starting point.

Thirty-four miles of this route lie above

5,000 feet, and from the beginning I

notice an unaccustomed quickness of

breath. The hills west of my hometown

of Austin are nearly a mile lower than

this, and oxygen there is easier to come

by. Highway 118 rises gradually at first,
crosses a valley of yellow grasslands, pass-

es a solar power site, then begins a seri-

ous ascent. The white domes of the

McDonald Observatory appear far above

- my goal, if I can

reach it. I shift down,

spin my pedals, breathe

deeply, and try to think

pure thoughts.

I have not driven this

route in 20 years and

have never cycled it. At

age 58, I ride a recum-

bent bicycle known for

its great comfort but not

for speed up steep
mountainsides. With a

recumbent, I can't stand

on my pedals for a gravity assist but

must force myself upward by leg power

alone. Presumably, I'm eventually going

to get there.

For four miles the road climbs steadily

upward. The grades are tolerable, I find

to my relief, though I experience the

optical illusion of long mountain switch-

backs. The rising slopes up ahead appear

to be easy cycling, but in my legs and

lungs I feel the truth. Slowly spinning

up the switchbacks, I see the country

change from yellow grasslands with scat-

tered trees, to green slopes of juniper

and oak, to even greener slopes of

juniper and pinon pine. Now, the Davis

Mountains begin to live up to their

name as the "Texas Alps." The air cools

and thins and - beyond the whirring

gears of the bicycle - I notice that I

climb through a great silence. Traffic is

nil, no airplanes pass overhead, and no

human sounds echo in the empty

mountains. As I crest a switchback,

breathing hard, two turkey vultures pass

effortlessly 50 feet above my head with

an audible swish of gliding wings.
Finally, in a green pinon pine forest,

'xIlAS BICYCLE COALITION

the road flattens, and I come to the turn

for the McDonald Observatory Visitor

Center, just to the north. Here I stop to

catch my breath, top off my water bot-

tles, and consider if I will attempt the

1.2-mile, 17-percent-grade climb to the

McDonald Observatory at the top of

Mount Locke. The cycling guidebooks

agree that everyone should try this side

trip up the steepest slope to the highest

point on a paved road in Texas (6,791

feet), but this time I decide not to take

their advice. I have many miles of unfa-

miliar mountain roads still to come and

prefer to save my legs for the unknown.

For miles I follow SH 118 across the

mountains, as the road alternately hugs

steep slopes and plunges into deep,

forested valleys. The temperature

remains pleasantly cool and the scent of

pinon pines hangs in the air. The road

narrows after passing the observatory,

and there are occasional cattle guards

and hairpin curves to negotiate, but

nothing really difficult. Finally, SH 118
climbs steeply up Elbow Canyon, crosses

a divide, then begins a three-mile

descent to its juncture with SH 166 in

the high grasslands

below the mountains.

After a spectacular

roll-down that seems

to take only a few

minutes, I reach the

juncture with SH 166

and turn left on the

route back to Fort

Davis. The landscape

is transformed once

again - green forested

mountain to yellow

grassland valley, lined

by volcanic foothills. SH 118 had almost

no traffic, but SH 166 seems to have

none at all. After a while, I stop in the

middle of the road, drink water, eat a

candy bar and listen.

The silence is awesome. Yellow range

land stretches away to blue hills, with

Mount Livermore and Sawtooth

Mountain looming behind them miles

away to the east. The only sounds are

the occasional distant clatter of flying

grasshoppers and - every few minutes

the faint booms of a late summer
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thunderstorm in the peaks a

half-mile above.

Reluctantly, I mount my

bicycle and ride away, replacing

the silence with the buzzing of

chain and gears. Miles of yel-

low grasslands and blue juniper

hills lie between me and Fort

Davis. As I ride south, then

east, throughout the long after-

noon, I watch the Davis

Mountains scroll slowly by on

my left, while the slopes on my

right fall away into a sea of

desert.

The Scenic Loop in the

Davis Mountains described I
above fully lives up to its repu-

tation as the "best bike ride in

Texas," but it should be

attempted only by reasonably

fit and experienced cyclists on well-

mraintained road or mountain bikes with

low gears and good brakes. This 75-mile

circuit is strenuous mountain cycling.

probably more challenging than any

100-mile "century" route in Texas. Road

surfaces are good, but cyclists should be

alert for tight turns and cattle guards,

some of them on steep downhills. They

also should carry extra water and food.

Aside from the McDonald Observatory

Visitors' Center, some 13 miles into :he

ride from Davis Mountains State Park,

there are no sources of water or tele-

phones. Cyclists should be self-support-

ed, carrying everything they need, and

perhaps arranging for a friend to drive.

"sweep" a few hours behind them, jus:

in case of mechanical trouble. This is a

beautiful landscape, but it is remote, dry,

hot or cold, and windy, with intense

6 JANUARY 2000

sunlight. A perfect first occasion to ride
the challenging Scenic Looa is the

Permiar Basia Bicy,cle Association's fully

supported "Fort Davis Cyc~efest" held

each year in September. (For informa-

tion, write or call: Permian Basn Bicycle

Assn., P. 0. Box 6C08, Midland, TX
79711-3013 1-800-373-4764.) Part of
SH 166 was under cons:rcction

(although siI passable) when I rode the

route, but cyclists shculd inquire at

Davis Moantains Sta:e Park headquar-

ters about current conditions before

beginning a : de.

The Scenic Loop is not :he only possi-

bility for Davis Mcunta-ns cycling, how-

ever. Several easier o.artes are described

below, :ach with commentary. All roads

mentioned (_nclud_ng those of the

Scenic Loy. above) are shown on ordi-

nary Texas highway raaps.

FORT DAVIS TO
MCDONALD
OBSERVATORY VISITORS'
CENTER AND RETURN.
This challenging out-and-back

takes you 15 miles into the

mountains, then back again -

30 miles total. The route is

nearly all uphill ("up-moun-

tain," actually) to the observa-

tory, then an effortless roll most

of the way back. Stronger riders

A can attempt the formidable 17-

; degree slope to the top of

2 Mount Locke before turning
around, or they may ride sever-

al miles farther to picnic sites

along SH 118 before returning
to Fort Davis.

BALMORHEA STATE PARK
TO FORT DAVIS AND RETURN.
This 64 -mile, moderately difficult route

climbs 32 miles up SH 17 into the
Davis Mountains, ending at 5,050 feet

at Fort Davis, then rolls 32 miles back

down again - a return one bicycling
outfitter referred to as "The best Texas

bike ride - 90 percent downhill!" In

truth, this route may be ridden from

either end, depending whether the

cyclist prefers his dose of uphills in the

fist or second half of the ride. With

vehicular assist, it may also be ridden as

a one-way, 32-mile downhill from Fort

Davis to Balmorhea, or even as a 48-

mile downhill from McDonald's

Oservatory to Highway 17 at Fort

Davis, then Highway 17 to Balmorhea.

This isn't a complete 50-mile "roll

down," but it's close. *
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notes, "exploiting

our forests world-
cie to where

iere's very little
eft. The rivers have

,.., _ f,_ 
{ , ,,.

« 
,, -

,.

` , . ' .caw.
; ,. / t

. _

1ees, tley wxill push us to do that.
he northwest Dallas home

of this 83-year-old
dynamo reflects the heart

ofthe man. Among

ma-moth, tailored yards

and regal homes wv:h orange-tiled Santa

Fe roofs, Fri s abcde is the one shroud-

ed by overgrown brush, trees and faded

wildflowers. A narrow gravel driveway

leads to a gray, spli-level house blanket-

ed by native flora. Here, rattling city

sounds fade and a chorus of birds serves

a greeters.
Inside, the wir; white-haired lawyer

li-yes amid a -are-iouse of boxes, research

materials, trans.rpcts, faxes, court docu-

ments and press clippings. One minute

the laver-ac-ivist, dressed in plaid

iermuda short. and white T-shirt, tugs

at his white beard and talks warmly cf

the nature s-_o just outside the large

rear windows ofthe house. (His street

abuts the B hmar_ Creek Nature Area.,

The next, h0 narrows his gaze and grous-
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es aboat the number of species that

neighborhood construction has chased

off in :he almost five decades that he's

called this three-acre site home.

Fritz is not shy with his views on soci-

ety's current relationship with nature,

ncr prone to meaningless tangents. The

lawyer in him listens to questions care-

fully and composes answers in his head

before responding.

"We're exploiting almost every form of

the environment, the natural resources

thit we use to maintain our lives and

livelihods," he says. "The solution is to

have governments, democratic govern-

ments, to own and control the natural

tesorures. That would not work in a dic-

tarorial government, because dictators

are exploiters, too. It would not work if

our present system of elections is not

reformed, because an exploiter can curry

legisa:ive favor by campaign and other

contributions."

Suc inclinations are not common in

northwest Dallas. Fritz is a constant burr

under the establishment's saddle. A pro-
fessional adversary, he wouldn't have it

any other way.
The love for and defense of nature -

especially forests - has been part of the

lawyer's maelstrom since he became an

environmental activist more than three

decades ago. Born in Philadelphia in

1916, he spent his childhood in Tulsa. "I
lived on the edge of the city, and I'd walk

out into the Osage Hills," he says. "That

opened up nature to me, and I felt a part
of it. And I've loved the birds and the

animals and the streams and the trees

and the flowers ever since."

Fritz earned an undergraduate degree
from the University of Chicago, and also

attended law school there. He finished

his law degree in Dallas at Southern

Methodist University in 1940. World
War II interrupted his practice. As a

flight instructor at the Naval Air Station

in Corpus Christi, he taught young

een exploited
heavily by the water

hustlers, as the Texas author John Graves
ilentified them. As long as they can ma1 e
m money out of building dams or channels



recruits such as one George Bush how to

fly; he noted in his instructor's log that

Bush "practically always drags his right

wing."

Grinning, he insists today that he had

nothing to do with teaching the former

president about jumping out of the

planes.

After the war, he earned a reputation

as a consumer lawyer, then turned his

focus toward the environment. As co-
founder and longtime chairman of the

Texas Committee on Natural Resources

(TCONR), Fritz led a coalition to estab-

lish 35,000 acres of wilderness areas in

East Texas, and helped attain designation

for the Big Thicket National Preserve.

S2l r industr, wn 

lawsuits tha ended cie

onu .v,.

of7 1111 ocI I

led to the creation of 30 nature preserves

throughout Texas. In multiple capacities

with the Texas Nature Conservancy, he

has negotiated the acquisition of 16

major preserves.

In 1996, a suit he prepared for the

TCONR, the Sierra Club and the
Wilderness Society against the Forest

Service went to trial. The plaintiffs

charged that logging in national forests

in Texas had degraded soils and water-

sheds, reduced numbers of wildlife, and

harmed other key natural resources. In

1997, U.S. District Judge Richard Schell
issued an injunction against the Forest

Service, stopping all logging on Texas

national forests pending the industry's

The ruling, which shut down timber

sales on an estimated 110,000 acres of

national forests, marked the first time a

federal judge has issued an injunction on

the entire national forest system. The

court found that the Forest Service,

which chopped up timber sale areas into

parcels that would fit the categorical

exclusion definition and offered them for

sale without meeting the NEPA regula-

tions, had failed to explain in the record

the volume limits for the timber sale cat-

egorical exclusion.

Fritz says of the Texas case, which has

been working about a year: "We [a team

of lawyers, the TCONR, the Sierra Club

and the Wilderness Society] are about to

'~< .
/ ;. 2,¼
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In ensuing years, he proved to be an

irritating thorn for the lumber industry,
winning lawsuits that ended clear-cut-

ting on 200,000 acres of national forest

in East Texas and required the Forest

Service to protect soils and watersheds

being logged in Texas.

His work with the Forest Reform

Network has resulted in federal legisla-

tion to require that only low-impact log-

ging methods be used in federal forests,

and in a grassroots network of activists

working for better forest management.

In 1982, he also co-founded the Natural

Area Preservation Association, which has

compliance with provisions of the

National Forest Management Act.

Fritz is taking a wait-and-see stance on

several late 1999 developments that

should significantly alter how U.S.

forests will be managed in the years to

come.

In late September, an Illinois federal

district judge ruled that the Forest

Service has acted illegally in allowing

timber sales under a loophole known as

the "categorical exclusion," which

excluded timber sales under a given size

from provisions of the National

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

see if the United States District Court in

Beaumont will apply that [Illinois federal

court] ruling. We're in the middle of a

motion that seeks to overturn the cate-

gorical exclusion that the Forest Service

has been broadly using in Texas to

exploit the red-cockaded woodpecker

habitat and to burn national forest land

in the state."

Shortly after the Illinois ruling, the

Clinton administration announced new e
proposed rules for managing the national 5
forests, for the first time recommending

that ecological health take official prece-

dence over land uses such as timber har-
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vests. (More information about the pro-

posed regulation is available online at:

<www.fs.fed.us/forum/nepa/rule>.)

Then on Oct. 13, President Clinton

directed the Forest Service to develop

regulations that will permanently protect

about 40 million acres of roadless

national forest lands, more than dou-

bling the wilderness land now protected

from development. Banning the building

of new roads shuts out loggers and min-

ers from about two-thirds of America's

remaining wild forests.

The action sets aside 20 percent of the

total forest land in America's national

forests - the largest chunk of land pro-

tected by presidential decree since

President Jimmy Carter safeguarded 103

million acres of wilderness in Alaska.

Clinton said that he hoped to continue

the legacy of President Theodore

Roosevelt, who dedicated 120 million

acres to national forests and created five

national parks. (About 18 percent of the

192-million-acre national forest system is

now off-limits to road building and

development, according to the

Washington, D.C.-based Environmental

m News Service. The D.C.-based Heritage

Forest Campaign says another 31 per-

© cent has never been logged or mined,
0

but is not currently protected. The

Clinton plan would ban road building in

about two-thirds of that land, or about

40 million acres.)

"It's a good step toward protection of

our native ecosystem," Ned Fritz says.

"I'm in favor of further and broader

action than that ... but I have little more

hope."

Not every fight involving Fritz has

been with environmental enemies, how-

ever. He grudgingly admits that the

angriest he's ever been in his life was not

with an adversary but rather with dear

colleagues, almost 20 years ago, over

their insistence on pressing for a halt to

all logging in U.S. forests.
"Of course, that was never going to

happen," he says, grimacing at the mem-

ory. "At the time, I was in the middle of

perhaps my worst experience - when I

had an almost fatal arterial aneurysm just

above the heart." The pragmatist in him

weathered both the personal conflict and

ailment, and he persevered.

Janice Bezanson, executive director of

the TCONR, first met the attorney

while working as a volunteer on a

wilderness bill in East Texas 15 years ago.

"Ned has been a primary figure in the

environmental movement in Texas, but

also much more broadly than that - a

national figure," Bezanson says. "He

started with specific local issues and in

time he has come to understand that if

you are going to protect the environ-

ment, you're going to have to change the

laws, the structures, the environmental

agencies. You can't approach everything

piecemeal; there are not enough hours in

a day. I think he's come to have a much

broader vision than most people have."

"I can tell you that you'd better be

careful when you get close to Ned Fritz,"

says Dallas recycling consultant Joanne

Hill, laughing. About 14 years ago, the
environmental crusader handed Hill,
who operated her own public relations

firm at the time, some information on

recycling, with the instructions "to see if

we can get something going on this in

Texas." She soon found herself con-

sumed by the subject.

Twelve years ago, she founded the Dry

Gulch Recycling Center in Dallas, the

largest such venture in Texas. She then

took her recycling campaign to 120 area

companies, which formed the Corporate

Recycling Council. Later, that evolved

into a statewide entity, which has since

been copied nationally.

Hill, 66, who has received numerous

accolades for her own work, unabashedly

compares Fritz to such environmental

luminaries as Jacques Cousteau and John

Muir.

"Being an environmentalist in Texas is

almost like trying to grow roses in the

f JA NU ARY 2 00 0



desert," she says. "Ned is exceedingly

smart and, being the typical lawyer,

good at putting pieces together to make

an effective argument. Maybe the most

important part of his persona is his per-

severance. He works 14 hours a day,

seven days a week, even now at 83.
Everything that he has done, he's done

by scratching, hanging in there, having

his facts ironclad.

"You don't see him win many battles.

In fact, I don't know that I've ever seen
him win a battle, but he wins the war.

He knows how to rally people to a

cause. He keeps on fighting in the

trenches, pulling people in, feeding peo-

ple information and convincing people

to assist him."

we can nurture it - ate

t ian r ip it up, ru _

till ILtk t ltA 4

Among a heady list of achievements,

the bearded advocate is fondest of his

roles in the passage of the National

Environmental Policy Act (1969) and

the National Forest Management Act

(1976). "Those were in the days before

business had obtained such control over

the presidential and congressional elec-

tions," he says. "We could not pass

those acts today."

Fritz is the author of three published

books and has finished another on the
Longleaf Ridge area. He received literary

awards for Sterile Forest (1983), critical

acclaim for the poignant Realms of

Beauty: The Wilderness Areas ofEast

Texas (1986), and caused the Forest

Service immeasurable grief with

Clearcutting: A Crime Against Nature

(1989), a clarion call for public action.

A number of national organizations

have honored Fritz with prestigious

national awards, including the Theodore

Roosevelt Conservation Award (1990).

Each spring for the past 20 years,

Fritz has championed an annual two-

mile hike along the Texas Buckeye Trail

where Bexar Road dead-ends in the

Rochester Park area of Dallas, inside the

Great Trinity Forest. The 8,500 acres of

woodland that comprise the Great

Trinity have long been dear to the envi-

ronmental lawyer's heart. "I suspect that

there is not a comparable ecosystem in

the middle of a metropolitan area," he

says.

A current Trinity River plan to

build a series of lakes, parks and a toll

road infuriates Fritz. The $127 million

blueprint calls for the construction of

two 20-foot earthen humps that

would stretch for several miles on

both sides of the river south of down-

town Dallas. A tollway called the

Trinity Parkway would run along the

inside of existing levees from State

Highway 183 near Irving to US
Highway 175 southeast of town. The

project also would include the cre-

ation of a series of shallow, water-filled

depressions from Corinth Street to

Loop 12. Last May, Dallas voters

approved $246 million in river bonds

that included $24.7 million for the
levees. The Army Corps of Engineers

plans to fund the core of that project.

"Even our recent growing awareness

of our water problems and the need for

water conservation measures is losing

out to economic concerns," Fritz says.

"The Trinity River project in Dallas is a

good example of that, or a bad example.

One of the means of saving rivers

nationally has been to avoid channels

and levees, with the government paying

owners of land that is in danger of

flooding to relocate outside of the flood

plains. The Mississippi River has includ-
ed good examples of such policy. That

method saves our natural rivers and also

saves human beings from floods. The

Dallas example has been to write that

view off."

(The Federal Corps of Engineers in

Washington still hasn't approved the

Dallas plan. A delegation including

Dallas mayor Ron Kirk visited Tulsa, a
model of floodplain buyouts, in

October to check out firsthand a non-

structural approach to flooding endemic

to some areas along the Trinity River.)

Apart from the need for campaign

finance reform, the key to reversing

environmental insensitivity, Fritz

believes, is education that inspires a

respect for nature, especially in the

urban areas of the state. "I'm not sure

our education in Texas is adequate."

Through his work across the country,

the legal pugilist believes that "we're

right now in a crucial conflict as to

whether the nation will learn to con-

serve its natural resources.

"We must help others recognize how

we evolved with the rest of the environ-

ment, how we are dependent on it, and

how we can nurture it rather than

rip it up, run off-road vehicles through

it, or otherwise abuse it."

Fritz's most recent initiative involves

organizing a movement under world

law to stop the environmental damage

and destruction resulting from war and

military training. (The first step, he

says, is lobbying organizations to estab-

lish an informal coalition to provide a

platform for discussion of the problem.)

And outside of an afternoon nap, a nod

toward his long and rich life, the envi-

ronmental champion is slowing down

little, except, as always, to smell the

flowers. "Life has been wonderful," he

says, "especially when, like right now,
you can look out and see the native

trees blooming and the sun coming in
and out of the clouds, and there are

quite a few birds still around here."

He still rises daily in pursuit of the

perfect day, "when you can spend part

of it at least next to nature and part of it

at least saving nature." Those interludes

of serenity sustain the long-running bat-

tler. After all, even the piercing cry of a
hawk can be lost in a city of millions

who never look up and notice it is

there. *

JOHN H. OSTDICK is a Dallas writer

and editor.
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FERDINAND
LINDHEIMER,

Father

erdinand Jacob

Lindheimer, an immi-

grant and amateur

naturalist engaged in

plant classification,

placed Texas flora on the horticul-

tural map. His plant studies here

between 1835 and 1852 earned

him the title "Father of Texas '

Botany." His half-timbered house,
now a museum in New Braunfels,

still stands in a residential neigh-

borhood on the Comal River,

with front and back gardens con-

taining plantings of a few of the

many Lindheimeri species.

of Texas Flora
BY N. RENEE BOENSCH

HOT SCIENCE IN
EARLY TEXAS

Born in 1801 in Frankfurt,

Lindheimer discovered his apti-

tude for natural science when he

joined a student botanical society

there. He and fellow student

George Engelmann shared a

delight for natural history and,

after 1833, a future in America;

after being exiled for participation

in a political uprising, both

joined a settlement of German

political malcontents outside St.

Louis. When the two met up in

Missouri, Engelmann encouraged

Lindheimer to pursue his interest in

plant classification, and in 1835, he

went to Mexico, collecting plants for

Engelmann. In 1836 in New

Orleans he joined a company of

Kentuckians, led by Capt. Jerome B.

Robinson, who had volunteered for

the Texas Revolution. After serving

in the army of the Republic,

Lindheimer was granted farmland

near Houston, where he continued

to collect plants for Engelmann. But
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in 1839 he returned to St. Louis to

spend the winter studying with him.

He returned to Texas during the win-

ter of 1843 and found the job that

would make him famous.

Following the Texas Revolution,
eastern naturalists rushed to the

Republic -and across the West -

in a race to catalog unknown plants.

Such a pursuit today would be called

"hot science." Preeminent among

these naturalists was Asa Gray of

Harvard University, whom

Engelmann had approached in 1840,

seeking an association. Gray had tar-

geted the Texas frontier, where no

significant discoveries of flora had

been made since the 1820s.

Engelmann, though he chided Gray

for "this chase after botanical notori-

ety," sent back notes on specimens

and recruited collectors for Gray.

THE MAN FOR THE JOB
Lindheimer was the sort of field

botanist that Gray and Engelmann

We are only about 500 in number...

Forest, grazing land, and landfor cul-

tivatedfields ofthe best quality are

available. But what does that matter to

me? Palmateyuccas, cactus, and

mimosas and thefragrance and blos-

soms ofthem all, that'sfor me. Here I

have seenfor thefirst time the total

splendor ofthe prairies. Flower upon

flower, richer than the richest Persian

carpet. [Letter to Engelmann, dated

18 April 1845.]

LINDHEIMER FLORA
Lindheimer shipped his collections

of dried plant specimens to

Engelmann and Gray who, in turn,

would sort and classify them - a

routine that involved naming the

plants, corresponding with collectors

about the new plants and publishing

preliminary papers to establish priori-

ty of discovery. The Flora Texana

Exsiccata consisted of fascicles, or

bundles, of the newly classified native

Texas plant specimens named in the

Braunfels newspaper daily, the Neu-

Braunfelser Zeitung, Lindheimer

turned toward civic-minded matters;

he served as first justice of the peace

for Comal County and conducted a

school for gifted children. He died in
New Braunfels in 1879.

Lindheimer's name is used in the

designation of 48 species and sub-

species, including plants in the cac-

tus, sunflower, and cucumber fami-

lies. A Field Guide to Southwestern

and Texas Wildflowers describes the

following more common Lindheimer

flora:

• Texas yellow star, Lindheimera

texana, also called Lindheimer's

daisy.
• Lindheimer's globeberry,

Ibervillea lindheimeri.
• Texas prickly pear cactus,

Opuntia lindheimeri.

• Lindheimer senna,

Cassia lindheimeriana.

Unusual as it may be for an ama-

teur to make a significant contribu-

Following the Texas Revolution, eastern naturalists rushed to the
Republic - and across the West - in a race to catalog unknown

plants. Such a pursuit today would be called "hot science."

needed in Texas. In 1843 he collected

in the Houston area, then moved to

the Brazos Bottom in the Bellville-

Sealy-Mill Creek area. By October he

had moved south into the Chocolate

Bayou and Galveston area; in

December he lodged in Cat Spring

and stayed until May 1844. He con-

tinued during that year to gather

specimens between the Brazos and

Colorado rivers, moving from May

to October to Industry, staying there

until December 1844, when he was

engaged by Carl Prince Solms to wel-

come the new German colonists to

Comal Springs. He wrote that,

standard nomenclature. Included in

this publication were 754 varieties of

flora of the hundreds of species col-

lected by Lindheimer between 1843

and 1848; in 1852 these specimens

were distributed to botanists on a

subscription basis by Engelmann and

Gray. The distribution provided

botanists worldwide with the newest

discoveries of Texan flora.

Lindheimer's collection contained

plant specimens gathered from 1843

until 1852, and while he wanted a

botanical garden for New Braunfels,

it never materialized. When in 1852

he was appointed editor of the New

tion in any field of science,

Lindheimer's achievement in Texas is

the measure of his remarkable talent

and aptitude for observation of its

natural history. "Nature is beautiful,"

he wrote in a letter to Engelmann,

"beautiful everywhere, where

mankind does not make it ugly; sub-

jectively by means of its mood,

objectively by means of its destruc-

tion and waste." *

N. RENEE BOENSCH is afreelance

writer and an archives aide at the

Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and

Museum and lives in Austin.
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PANHANDLE-
PLAINS

JANUARY EVENTS

Jan. 8: Wildlife Call
Demonstration, San Angelo
SP, San Angelo, 915-949-4757.

Jan. 8: Longhorn and
Buffalo Seminar, San Angelo
SP, San Angelo, 915-949-4757.

Jan. 8-16: Muzzleloader
season, antlerless and spike
bucks only, 512-389-4505.

Jan. 15: Dino Walk, San
Angelo SP, San Angelo, 915-
949-4757.
Jan. 22: Nature Hike, Palo
Duro Canyon SP, Canyon, 806-
488-2227.

Jan. 29: Petroglyph Tour,
San Angelo SP, San Angelo,

915-945-4757.

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Feb. 5: Wildlife Call
Demonstration, San Angelo
SF, San Angelo, 915-949-4757.

Feb. 12: Dino Walk, San
Argelo SP, San Angelo, 915-
949-4757-
Feb. 19: Petroglyph Tour,
San Angelo SP, San Angelo,
915-945-4757-

Feb. 26: Stargazing Party,
San Angelo SP, San Angelo,
915-949-4757.

Feb. 26: Longhorn and
BLffalo Seminar, San Angelo
SF, San Angelo, 915-949-4757.

Feb. 26: Nature Hike, Palo
Duro Canyon SP, Canyon, 806-
4F8-2227.

PRAlRIE S
AND LAKE S

JANUARY EVENTS

Jan.: Historical Tour, every
Saturday and Sunday, Stephen
F. Austin SHP, San Felipe,
409-885-3613.

Jan.: Kreische Brewery
Weekend Tour, every week-
end, Monument Hill/Kreische
Brewery SHP, La Grange, 409-
968-5658.
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Jan. 1, 15, 22, 29:
Fairfield Lake Bald Eagle Tour,
Fairfield Lake SP, Fairfield,
903-389-4514.

Jan. 2, 9: Kreische House
Tour, Monument Hill/Kreische
Brewery SHP, La Grange, 409-
968-5658.

Jan. 8: Stagecoach Rides,
Fanthorp Inn SHP, Anderson,
409-873-2633.

Jan. 28: Fish-It's Fine Food,
Texas Freshwater Fisheries
Center, Athens, 903-676-BASS.

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Feb.: Kreische Brewery
Weekend Tour, every week-
end, Monument Hill/Kreische
Brewery SHP, La Grange, 409-
968-5658.
Feb.: Historical Tour, every
Saturday and Sunday, Stephen
F. Austin SHP, San Felipe, 409-
885-3613.
Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25:
February Film Fest, Texas
Freshwater Fisheries Center,
Athens, 903-676-BASS.

Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26:
Fairfield Lake Bald Eagle Tour,
Fairfield Lake SP, Fairfield,
903-389-4514.

Feb. 5: Kids' Trout Fishing
Day, Rusk/Palestine SP, Rusk,
903-683-5126.
Feb. 6, 13: Kreische House
Tour, Monument Hill/Kreische
Brewery SHP, La Grange. 409-
968-5658.
Feb. 12: Stagecoach Rides,
Fanthorp Inn SHP, Anderson,
409-873-2633.
Feb. 26: Fly Fishing Fest,
Texas Freshwater Fisheries
Center, Athens, 903-676-BASS.
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PINEYWOODS
JANUARY EVENTS

Jan.: Bald Eagle Tour, call for
dates and times, Martin Creek
Lake SP, Tatum, 903-836-
4336.

Jan. 15: Guided Nature Trail
Hike, Village Creek SP,
Lumberton, 409-755-7322.

Jan. 15: Floating the Forks,
Martin Dies, Jr. SP, Jasper, 409-
384-5231.

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Feb.: Bald Eagle Tour, call
for dates and times, Martin
Creek Lake SP, Tatum, 903-
836-4336.

Feb. 5: Birdhouse Day,
Martin Dies, Jr. SP, Jasper, 409-
384-5231.

Feb. 13, 27: Walk on the
Wild Side, Martin Dies, Jr. SP,
Jasper, 409-384-5231.

Feb. s9: Guided Nature Trail
Hike, Village Creek SP,
Lumberton, 409-755-7322.

Feb. 19: Floating the Forks,
Martin Dies, Jr. SP, Jasper, 409-
384-5231.

GULF COAST
JANUARY EVENTS

Jan.: Nature Programs, every
Saturday and Sunday, Brazos
Bend SP, Richmond, 409-553-
5101.

Jan.: Plantation house, barn
and grounds tours, Varner-
Hogg Plantation SHP, West
Columbia, 409-345-4656.

Jan. 1-16: Fennessey Ranch
Trophy Deer Hunt, Fennessey
Ranch, Refugio, 361-529-6600.

Jan. 9: Intracoastal

Whooping Crane Tour,
Matagorda Island SP, Port
O'Connor, 361-983-2215.

Jan. 17-30: White-tailed
deer special late general sea-
son, antlerless and spike
bucks only, 512-389-4505.

Jan. 21: Whooping Crane
and Wildlife Bus Tour,
Matagorda Island SP, Port
O'Connor, 361-983-2215.

Jan. 22: Beachcombing,
Matagorda Island SP, Port
O'Connor, 361-983-2215.

Jan. 23: History of
Matagorda Island, Matagorda
Island SP, Port O'Connor, 361-
983-2215.

Jan. 29: Wild Boar Safari,
Fennessey Ranch, Refugio,
361-529-6600.

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Feb.: Nature Programs, every
Saturday and Sunday, Brazos
Bend SP, Richmond, 409-553-
5101.

Feb.: Plantation house, barn
and grounds tours, Varner-
Hogg Plantation SHP, West
Columbia, 409-345-4656.

Feb. 5, i9: Whooping Crane
and Wildlife Bus Tour,
Matagorda Island SP, Port
O'Connor, 361-983-2215.

Feb. 9, 21: Intracoastal
Whooping Crane Tour,
Matagorda Island SP, Port
O'Connor, 361-983-2215.

Feb. 19: Wild Boar Safari,
Fennessey Ranch, Refugio,
361-529-6600.

Feb. 20: Beachcombing,
Matagorda Island SP, Port
O'Connor, 361-983-2215.

COUN TRY
JANUARY EVENTS

Strday and Sunday,r,eey
Colorado Bend SP, Bend, 915-

628-3240.

Jan.: Gorman Falls Hike,
every Saturday and Sunday,
Colorado Bend SP, Bend, 915-
628-3240.

Jan.: Birding Tours, call for
dates and times, X Bar Ranch,
off IH-1o near Sonora, 888-
853-2688.

Jan. 8-16: Muzzleloader
season, antlerless and spike
bucks only, 512-389-4505.

Jan. i7: Austin Fly Fishers
meeting, 512-918-1832.

Jan. 22: Bird Banding
Seminar, Kerrville-Schreiner
SP, Kerrville, 830-257-CAMP.

Jan. 26: Lies, Legends and
Little Known Facts of the
Texas Hill Country, Kerrville-
Schreiner SP, Kerrville, 830-
257-5392.

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Feb.: Birding Tours, call for
dates and times, X Bar Ranch,
off IH-1o near Sonora, 888-
853-2688.

Feb.: Gorman Falls Hike,
every Saturday and Sunday,
Colorado Bend SP, Bend, 915-
628-3240.

Feb.: Wild Cave Tours, every
Saturday and Sunday,
Colorado Bend SP, Bend, 915-
628-3240.

Feb. 4-5: Sam Bass
Treasure Hunt, Longhorn
Cavern State Park, Burnet,
512-756-4680.

Feb. 5: Birdhouse Day,
Lyndon B. Johnson SHP,
Stonewall, 830-644-2252.

Feb. 21: Austin Fly Fishers
meeting, 512-918-1832.

Feb. 26: Bird Banding semi-
nar, Kerrville-Schreiner State
Park, Kerrville, 83o-257-CAMP.

BIG BEND
COUNTRY

JANUARY EVENTS

Jan.: Rock Art Tour, every
weekend, Hueco Tanks SHP, El

Paso, 915-857-1135.

Jan.: Fate Bell Cave Dwelling
Tour, every Wednesday thru
Sunday, Seminole Canyon
SHP, Comstock, 915-292-4464.

Jan. 1, 2, 15, 16: Guided
Weekend Hikes, Franklin
Mountains SP, El Paso, 915-
566-6441.

Jan. 8-16: Muzzleloader
season, antlerless and spike
bucks only, 512-389-4505.

Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29: White
Shaman Tour, Seminole
Canyon SHP, Comstock, 915-
292-4464.

Jan. 15: Presa Canyon Tour,
Seminole Canyon SHP,
Comstock, 915-292-4464.

Jan. 17-30: White-tailed
deer special late general sea-
son, antlerless and spike
bucks only, 512-389-4505-

Jan. 22: Living History Day,
Fort Lancaster SHP, Sheffield,
915-836-4391.

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Feb.: Fate Bell Cave Dwelling
Tour, every Wednesday thru
Sunday, Seminole Canyon
SHP, Comstock, 915-292-4464.

Feb.: Rock Art Tour, every
weekend, Hueco Tanks SHP, El
Paso, 915-857-1135.

Feb. 4-6: Private Guide
Training, Barton Warnock
Environmental Education
Center, Lajitas, 915-424-3327.

Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26: White
Shaman Tour, Seminole
Canyon SHP, Comstock, 915-
292-4464.

Feb. 5, 26: Presa Canyon
Tour, Seminole Canyon SHP,
Comstock, 915-292-4464.

Feb. 5, 6, 19, 20: Guided
Weekend Hikes, Franklin
Mountains SP, El Paso, 915-
566-6441.

Feb. 5: Bat Houses and Bird
Houses, Fort Leaton SHP,
Presidio, 915-229-3613.

Feb. 12: Upper Canyon Tour,
Seminole Canyon SHP,
Comstock, 915-292-4464.

Feb. 18: A Stop Along the
Chihuahua Trail, Fort Leaton
SHP, Presidio, 915-229-3613.

Feb. i9: Panther Cave Boat
Tour: Seminole Canyon SHP,
Comstock, 915-292-4464.

* TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE
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JANUARY EVENTS

Jan.: Kiskadee Bus Tour,
every Tuesday and Friday,
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley SP,
Mission, 956-585-1107.

Jan.: El Canelo Ranch Bus
Tour, every other Wednesday,
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley SP,
Mission, 956-585-1107.

Jan. 8-Feb. l3: Sandhill
crane season in Zone C, 512-
389-4505-.

Jan. 8-16: Muzzleloader
season, antieress and spike
bucks only, 512-389-4505.

Jan. 17-30: White-tailed
deer special late general sea-

son, antlerless and spike
bucks only, 512-389-4505.

Jan. 19: Burning Seminar,
Chaparral WMA, Artesia Wells,
830-676-3413.

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Feb.: El Canelo Ranch Bus
Tour, every other Wednesday,
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley SP,
Mission, 956-585-1107.

Feb.: Kiskadee Bus Tour,
every Tuesday and Friday,
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley SP,
Mission, 956-585-1107.

Feb. 5: 188os Wild West
Extravaganza, Presidio La
Bahia, Goliad, 361-645-3752.

SP STATE PARK

SHP STATE HISTORICAL PARK

SNA STATE NATURAL AREA

WMA WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

STATE PARKS OFFER PUBLIC HUNTS
number of state parks w lI offar special permi: -cnting this
fall. At in the past, the carefu ly controlled Dab ic hunts
primarily are scheduled fcr Monday through iday, a slow

time fcr most parks during fal[ arid winter. Most pares w ll be
open cn Sa:u-cays and Sundays `or camping, fishirg, picnicking
and similar activities

The following schedule lists the tines and dates whar public
access is restricted. On the d'ys Nhen hunts are in Jrcgress,
access is restricted to indihidtals wit|1 a special pe-mit to hunt.
On the other dais, public access is restricted to park staff, game
warders and wildlife staff fcr pr oarations and to take a day off
before other park acivities resure.

Call the paik of your choicE ci ectl/ to make sur? -hat it will be
open cn the day yoL want to is t. Or, call Texas Parks and
Wildlife's toll-tree automatic info nation line, 800-792-1112
between 8 a.n and 5 p.r. m ncay -Friday. Press 3 fcr oark
information or Dress 5 for pab'ic hun s information

Jan. 3-7, :o-14, 17-21,
24-8:

Lake Browrwood SP
915-r84-5223

Jan. 4-7, 1s-14:
Caprock 'anyons SP

3o5-c = -1492

Jan. 5-7, s2-14, 19-21,
26-28:

:olorado 3end SP
915-628-3240

lan. 2-/. 9-14:
Encharted dock SNA

915-247-3903

Jan s-u, g-12, 18-21:
Cuadaluja Ryve' SP

83o-25-2656
Ian. 2-5, 9-12:
Hill Coon:ry SNA

830-75 6-4413

Jan. 2-7, "3-9, 10-14:
Honey Creek SNA

830-43.3-2656

Jan. 3-7:
Hunts lle SP
4o9-295-464

Jan. 8-9, ic-12, 12-14:
Lake Hcuston SP

281-354-e881

Jan. 2-7:
Lake Wi tray SP

254-694>1793

Jan. 4-7, 11-14, 18-21:
Lost Maples SNA

830-9 5-c4 3

Jan. 3-8, 1o-4, 17-21,
24-z8:

Pedernales Fals SP
830-863-7304
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Bring a drained battery backto life
without opening your hood
The remarkable Auto Starter® eliinates the need for dangerous juiper cables and cani
provide independent power for a variety of uses.

magine this...after a long flight home, you
arrive at the airport parking lot, get in your
car and turn the key and nothing happens.

Guess what? Your car battery's drained. It's
cold, dark and you're alone. Do you flag down a
stranger and hope he has jumper cables? Do
you walk back to the airport, phone a tow
truck and wait? No...you simply reach into your
glove box and take out your Auto Starter®. You
plug it into your car's cigarette lighter and, in a
matter of minutes, you're on your way.

A good start. Before Auto Starter, you either
had to call a tow truck or try to get a jump from
another vehicle. Tow trucks are slow to arrive
and very expensive. Jumper cables, even heavy-
duty ones, are dangerous and involve getting
under the hood. Plus, there has to be another car
around to provide the jump. Battery acid can
burn your skin and ruin your clothes. If the
cables are not connected correctly they can dam-
age your car's expensive electrical system or,
even worse, cause an explosion. With Auto
Starter, you don't need a jump-you don't even
have to open the hood. You simply plug the unit

into the cigarette lighter, wait a few minutes and
you're on your way. Leave the unit plunged in
for 30-120 minutes while driving ar-d it
recharges automatically.

Portable power. Auto Starter has many other
uses. It's an independent 12V DC power sapple:
that can operate TVs, radios, cellular phones and
laptops. Almost any appliance that runs off of
an adapter can operate indeper-dently with
Auto Starter.

Auto Starter also makes it easier to work on
your car. Plug it in before you cl-ange :h' car
battery, and you won't have to reprograrr your
car's clock, radio or alarm system. You wouldn't
think of driving around without a spare t _re-
why not have a spare battery that fits right in
your glove box?
Try it risk-free. Considering the cost of a tow,
Auto Starter will pay for itself the first tin, you
have a problem. It is backed by a one-year man-
ufacturer's limited warranty and Com-ad's
exclusive risk-free home trial. If you are not fully
satisfied for any reason, return it within 30 days
for a full refund, "No Questions Asked."

Auto Starter® ..... ...... $49.95 $s s&H
Buy two or more...... ...... $39.95 each
?[ars nerition promotio it' code 5804-17093.

For fastest service, call till-=ree 24 hours a day

800-992-2966 afd ae S dL

23<0 eVaefo d Lake yrie, ° 5to02 Midlothian, VA 23112
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The Front Line of News and View
_.*

TELEVISION

Jan. 2 - 9:

An inner city sanctuary;

what happens inside a

leaf when it changes

color; Rolling Plains

game wardens.

Jan. 9 - 16:
Birds and birders in the

Rio Grande Valley;
investigating kills and

spills along the Texas

coast; state park

employees who make the

past come alive.

Jan. 16 - 23:
Why the Brotherton

family is crazy about

birds; the CCC's
enduring legacy; a man

who teaches an often

forgotten chapter of

history to today's eager

students.

Jan. 23 - 30:

Comeback of the Kemp's

ridley sea turtle; an East

Texas bog where even

the plants bite; a trip

through Texas history

along the Red River.

"TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE"
Watch our Emmy Award-winning companion
television series on your local PBS affiliate.
All times p.m. unless otherwise noted.
In stereo where available.

Even in a crowded city like Houston, some
folks have found an inner-city sanctuary.

Amarillo: KACV, Ch. 2 / Sun. 4:00

Austin: KLRU, Ch. 18 / Mon. 12:00 / Sat. 8:00

College Station: KAMU, Ch. 15 / Thurs. 7:00

Corpus Christi: KEDT, Ch. 16 / Thurs. 7:30 /
Fri. 11:30

Dallas/Fort Worth: KERA, Ch. 13/ Fri. 11:00
Also serving Abilene, Denton, Longview, Marshall, San Angelo,
Texarkana, Tyler, Wichita Falls, Sherman

El Paso: KCOS, Ch. 13 / Sun. 6:00

Harlingen: KMBH, Ch. 60 / Sun. 12:30
Also serving McAllen, Mission

Houston: KUHT, Ch. 8 / Sun. 5:00
Also serving Beaumont/Port Arthur, Galveston,
Texas City, victoria

Killeen: KNCT, Ch. 46 / Sun. 4:00
Also serving Temple

Lubbock: KTXT, Ch. 5 / Sat. 6:30

Odessa: KOCV, Ch. 36 / Fri. 1:30 / Sat. 5:00
Also serving Midland

San Antonio: KLRN, Ch. 9 / Thur. 12:00
Also serving Laredo

Waco: KCTF, Ch. 34 / Sat. 3:00

schedules are subject to change, so check local listings.

"PASSPORT TO TEXAS"

Your Radio Guide to the
Great Texas Outdoors

Join Joel Block weekdays
for a go-second Journey into
the Texas Outdoors. Producer
Kathleen Jenkins. Check ti-is
listing for a station near you

or tune in on our Web site:

www.passporttotexas.com

Abilene: KACU-FM 89.7 / 7:06 a.m. &
1:44, 6:01 p.m.

Amarillo: KACV-FM 89.9 / 9:20 a.m.

Austin: KUT-FM 90.5 / 1:58 p.m.,
(12:58 p.m. Fr.), KVET-AM 1300 6:0o
a.m. • Austin American-Statesman's
Inside Line 512-416-5700 category
6287 (NATR)

Beaumont: KLVl-AM 560 / 5:40 a.m.

Brady: KNEL-AM 1490 / 7:20 a.m. &
8:50 p.m., KNEL-FM 95.3 / 7:20 a.m.

& 8:50 p.m.

Brenham: K WH I-AM 1280 / 6:5c am.

Bryan: WTAW-AM 1150 / 5:4 p.m.

Canton: KVCI-AM 1510 / 6:40 am.

Canyon: KWTS-FM 91.1 / 7:10 a.-T.

Carthage: KGAS-AM 1590 / 6:46 a.m.,
KGAS-FM 104.3 / 6:46 a.m.

Center: KDET-AM 930 / 5:15 p.rr.

Coleman: KSTA-AM 1000 / 7:45 a.m.
& 5:15 p.m.

Columbus: KULM-FM 98.3 / 7:20 a.m.

Comanche: KCOM-AM 1550 / 6:30 a.m.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE

;;0,



1012 GREEN AVE. ORANGE, TX 77630
1.-800.28-4906
Fax 409-886-3247

E-Mail: orgcvb@exp.net
www.org-tx.com/chamber

PICO Lures will produce
for you a custom PICO
POP lure, inset with
your 4-color a -"
company or club
logo, and paint it
with a custom

color scheme
just for you.

Your lures will have VMC
hooks and real bucktails,
each individually boxed.

Sptectal de - de 7atu/
12 ea. for only $149.95
GRAPHICS AND SET UP INCLUDED

Call for discounts on larger quantities.

PICO OUTDOOR COMPANY
1-800-256-5873
E-mail pico@pico-outdoor.com

www. pico-outdoor.com

m-in mu
Located on IH-10 near the
Texas-Louisiana border,
Orange lies on the banks of _ __ .
the beautiful fish-filled
Sabine River. Just a short
cruise away, you will find
Sabine Lake and the Gulf of_
Mexico for excellent salt-
water angling. For Fishing
fun and excitement, call or ,l
write for ourfree brochure.

Tony Houseman State Park
& Wildlife Management

- I'. r/r . Area is #I on the Great
Texas Coastal Birding Trail.
Visit the TxDot Travel
Information Center by
taking exit 880 East to La.

hC J, Westbound I st exit off
Sabine River Bridge into
Texas.
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Commerce: KETR-FM 88.9 / 10:15 a.m.

Corpus Christi: KEDT-FM 90.3 / 5:34
p.m., KFTX-FM 97.5 / 5:35 a.m.

Crockett: KIVY-AM 1290 / 8:15 a.m.,
KIVY-FM 92.7 / 8:15 a.m.

Dimmitt: KDHN-AM 1470 / 12:31 p.m.

Dumas: KMRE-FM 95.3 / 10:30 a.m.
KDDD-AM 800 / 10:30 a.m.

Eagle Pass: KINL-FM 92.7 / 7:15 a.m.

Eastland: KEAS-AM 1590 / 8:30 a.m.,
KEAS-FM 97.7 / 8:30 a.m.

Edna: KGUL-FM 96.1 / 8:15 a.m.

El Campo: KULP-AM 1390 / 2:00 p.m.

Fairfield: KNES-FM 99.1 / 6:49 a.m.

Floresville: KWCB-FM 89.7 / 1:3o p.m.

Floydada: KFLP-AM 900 / 10:15 a.m.
& 4:15 p.m.

Ft. Stockton: KFST-AM 860 / 12:50
p.m., KFTS-FM 94.3 / 12:50 p.m.

Freeport: KBRZ-AM 1460 /10:15 a.m.
& 7:45 p.m.

Gainesville: KGAF-AM 1580 /
7:00 a.m.

Galveston: KGBC-AM 1540 / 1:45 p.m.

Gatesville: KRYL-FM 98.3 / 7:09 a.m.

Graham: KSWA-AM 1330 / 8:40 a.m.,
5:2o p.m.

Hallettsville: KHLT-AM 1520 / 8:15
a.m., KTXM-FM 99.9 / 8:15 a.m.

Harlingen: IKMBH-FM 88.9 / 4:58 p.m.

Hereford: KPAN-AM 860 / 2:5o p.m.,
KPAN-FM 106.3 / 2:5o p.m.

Hillsboro: KHBR-AM 1560 / 9:30 a.m.

Houston: KTRH-AM 740 / 11:40 a.m.

Huntsville: KSHU-FM 90.5/11:55 a.m.
& 5:55 p.m.

Jacksonville: KEBE-AM 1400/
7:25 a.m.

Junction: KMBL-AM 1450 / 6:46 a.m.
& 3:46 p.m., KOOK-FM 93.5 / 6:46
a.m. & 3:46 p.m.

Kerrville: KRNH-FM 95.1 / 5:31 a.m.
& 12:57, 9:57 p.m.

Lampasas: KCYL-AM 1450 / 7:10 a.m.,
KACQ-FM 101.9 / 7:10 a.m.

Malakoff: KLVQ-AM 1410 / 7:20 a.m.

Marshall: KCUL-AM 1410 / 7:15 a.m.,
KCUL-FM 92.3 / 7:15 a.m.

McAllen: KHID-FM 88.1 / 4:58 p.m.

Mesquite: KEOM-FM 88.5 / 5:30 a.m.,
2:30, 8:30 p.m. M-Th, (5:30 a.m. &
4:45 p.m. Fr.)

Midland: KCRS-AM 550 / 6:43 a.m. &
1:43, 6:43 p.m.

Mineola: KMOO-FM 99.9 / 5:1o p.m.

Nacogdoches: KSAU-FM 90.1 / 3:0o p.m.

Ozona: KYXX-FM 94.3 / 12:09 p.m.

Palestine: KLIS-FM 96.7 / 6:20 a.m.

Pecos: KIUN-AM 1400 / 10:30 a.m.

Pleasanton: KBUC-FM 103.7,
KBUC-FM 98.3 / variable

Rockdale: KRXT-FM 98.5 / 5:04,
6:50 a.m.

San Angelo: IKUTX-FM 90.1 /
1:58 (12:58 p.m. Fr.)

San Antonio: KSTX-FM 89.1 /
9:04 p.m. Th.

Seguin: KWED-AM 1580 / 7:55 a.m.

Sonora: KHOS-FM 92.1 / 12:09 p.m.

Sulphur Springs: KSST-AM 1230 /
4:45 p.m.

Texarkana: KCMC-AM 740 / 8:30 a.m.
or 12:15 p.m.

Uvalde: KVOU-AM 1400 / 5:33, 8:30
a.m. KVOU-FM 105 / 5:33, 8:30 a.m.

Victoria: KVRT-FM 90.7 / 5:34 p.m.

Waco: KBCT-FM 94.5 / 6:10 a.m.

Wichita Falls: KWFS-AM 1290 / 6:15,
7:45 a.m.

Yoakum: KYKM-FM 92.5 / 8:15 a.m.

"Passport to Texas" is available
at no cost to stations across the
state. For information contact
Donna Endres at 512-454-1922,
fax 512-454-2552, or write to

P.O. Box 5966, Austin, Texas
78763, e-mail<passport@io.com>

.............................................................

THIS SERIES IS MADE POSSIBLE
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Goods and Services for the Outdoor Enthusiast
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION MECHANICAL SPECIFICATIONS: 512-912-7003

C C M OS

ed & Breakfas,  240 W. Main,
Fredericksburg,

~ Texas 78624
`"' ~'-- www.bandbfbg.com

ofFredericksbut$ e-mail:bandbfbg@ktc.com

Leave as a Friend!V (830) 997-4712

Fredericksburg-Alte Welt Gasthof (Old World Inn).
Luxurious suites, Main Street. Romantic European

Antique Decor-Vintage Fabrics, Hot Tub.
www.fbg.net/altewelt 888-991-6749

San Antonio-Adams House. King William
Historic District, Riverwalk, trolley, antiques,
full breakfast.
www.san-antonio-texas.com 800-666-4810

Hummer House. Largest hummingbird
feeding/nesting site. Observation room viewing
birds, deer. turkey. Dan Brown, Box 555, Christoval,
TX 76935. For information, please call:
toll free: (877) 255-2254.
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Commercial all steel buildings and component parts
from Amnerica's largest (distributor since 197<.. .Av
size is available featuring easy bolt up rigid frame
design for industry, office, mini-storage. shop, farm
and all steel homes. Call us totay for a free informa-
tion package a(( (atuote on the best buil(lings ma(le.
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TEXAS /
-MINT V .

>. 2000 -
Texas Millennium Dollar

1 oz .999 Silver Proof-like Coin $22.95
1 oz .999 Gold Numbered

Limited Edition Coin $395.00
Silver Bezel $17.50
Silver 18" Diamond Cut Necklace $24.50

Texas Residents 8.25% Tax
Shipping & Handling $2.95

Texas Mint 2000 P.O. Box 1371 Whitney, TX 76692
Toll Free: 1-877-839-6468 www.TexasMint2000.com

Personalized Bootjack
Bronze, aluminum, or cast-iron-
metal base. Leather strapping
on yoke. Leather footplate
with brand, logo, initials or
name burned into leather.
Crawford & Company .
Box 126, Uvalde, TX 78802, 888.301.1967

Buster
~ Tire Sealant
~ Prevents Most Hazardous Flats
~ Nails - Thorns - Cactus
~ Easy to Install
~ Quickly Repairs Slow Leaks
~ Non-Hazardous
~ Trucks - Atvs - Cars - Trailers -

Golf Carts - Sports Utility -
Bicycles - Wheel Barrow -
Motorcycle

~ Any Tire with Air
V Advertised on Hunting and

Fishing Texas by Bob Lilly

For more information call:

1-888-463-ROCK
Sugarland, Texas (7625)

Special Blends for your area with
over 50 varieties of Native Grass

Seed, Legumes, and Forbs.
Straight from our farm to you.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE 6

:.a :E SNINIE - a.w.u.-u aBE -

LAND AND WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Practical, effective, and sustainable solutions
for your land management needs.

• Habitat evaluation and management
• Wildlife counts, censuses & surveys
• Prescribed fire plans
• Pond design & construction management
• Native & exotic vegetation management
• Sedimentation and erosion control
• GIS and GPS services
• Wildlife management use property tax assistance

1-512-327-1180

LOOMIS-AUSTIN, INC.
www.loomisaustin.com

,,tyt
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Duck Stamp Prints
Texas Duck Stamp Prints,

Texas saltwater, Texas Quail,
Texas Wild Turkey,

GCCA, Federal
John Cowan Prints

All Years

P.0 BOX no56 • SPRING, TEXAS 77391-1056

(281) 370-6945 • Serving Texas Collectors Since 1980
www.charliesgallery.com

SUPER STAND TM SINCE
Guaranteed Five Years! 1983

All blind
complete with

sliding windows,
carpet, legs
and ladder

(4x4x15 ft. shown)

4x4 and 4x6 r ode
6 ft. thru 20 ft. heights Tp Closes Down/
Ground Stands
Builders Kits

HEIGHTS BIG-MAC Feeders
10, 12, 13,

15, 17 & 20 Ft.
Eye Level

Camo Covers
& Roof

Available

Adjustable
Top Rail , 55 Gal.

14 ft. Tripod 'I

-+f

° .

`
Feeder

Part
Remotes
Batteries

Solar Panel
Repairs

Also Available:
50 lb. thro 750 lb. Capacities
Ladder Feeders Tailgate Feeders
Protein Feeders

Fl I r~K~ ar~I III

1% FIRST % .- . - -OUR 35+ YEAR

La H SPECIALTY SINCE THE EARLY 1960's F EEDERSY
Patent Appl 7-20-6 PROVEN TO LAST

AJT~h1ATIC -Game & Fishssued 7-20-65 POE OLS

8z, 10C, 250, 300, 350, 500
& 1,000 lb. Capacities

PROTEIN - Free
Choice & Automatic
1,000 & 300 lb.

FEED WHILE DRIVING
Feceiver Hitch or
Tailgate.

FT 3 EOX 53 -CORPUS CHRISTI, TX 78415
:"61-85E-0049 FAX 361-855-0185
WWW.Z -SCAPES.COM/LEHMAN

TIMERS - Simple, Durable & Dependable
- Quartz Solid State
- Digital

Timer-Motor KITS
- Accessaor es, include winch tripod,

Batteries ... Solar

QUAIL & TURKEY - Non-Mechanical

AUGER LCADERS
- Utility Receiver Hitch Model
- Hydrajlic Honda Engine Driven

VISA - M/C 3 YEAR WARRANTY QUALITY/SERVICE

A U T O M A T I C

GAME FEEDERS
• 24-Hr. Quartz Timers
• Digital Timers
• Photocell Timers
• Batteries
• Solar Chargers
• Many Accessories
• Repairs (All Brands)
• Dealer Inquiries Invited

MANUM -
HUNTING PRODUCTS

219 Brand Lane, Stafford. TX 77477
(281) 261-0803

KNOLLE FARM AND RANCH
Bed, Barn, and Breakfast

Upscale inn on historic ranch near Corpus Christi.

Superb birdwatching, horseback riding, canoeing,

fishing, gourmet meals and picnics.

(512) 547-2546 • www.knolle.com

Texas Duck Stamp Prints
Private Collection - 1981-1986
One set $3,250; Two sets $6000

940-566-0386

2 JANUARY 1000

We've been uising
Lehman-H Auto-
matic Feeders sir
years anid are well
satisfied with their
durabiliry and low
mainten mee

NOLA N RVAN

B TT C T) VSouth Texas Guide Service
L J Trout • Redfish • Flounder • Black Drum

Baffin Bay
FREE LODGING

AVAILABLE UPON

IRt 3 Box 475 Alice, TX 78332
wwvvw.fishing-baffinbaycom

(361 -i •.616 I a t:-14 Home•" (361) 730-7817 Mobile

Imo ,^I7 " AI " -... 1 _ It.--.a_- rv -I-Inrr - - n ni nJ nn _ r___ i»n

"BOSS" Tripod
Exclusive Split Beam Leg

Design Creates the Strongest
Most Rigid Tripod Stand on

the Market

>ic

.- t

-
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HISTORIC & HOSPITALITY ACCOMMODATIONS OF TEXAS

* Historic and U. Hospitality Accommodations
of Texas (HAT) includes the state's finest historic
bed & breakfasts, country inns, guesthouses and

distinctive hotels. The HAT
seal of approval means that

the property is not only
ory ,.. .. beautiful but unique,

'° sparkling clean, and full
of Texas charm. For a full

listing of HA T accommodations, visit us at
wwwv.hat.org or call 1-800-HAT-0368.

* Woodburn House B&B Recommended by
Sandra Soule for "10 Great Places to Sit on the
Porch" article, USA Today, June 11, 1999.
www.woodburnhouse.com 888-690-9763

* U Carrington's Bluff & Governors' Inn
1877 Country house or 1897 Victorian near
state capitol and UT. Private baths, cable TV,
delicious breakfasts. Featured on Romantic Inns
of America. 1998 "Best B&B in Austin" award.
Rates $59-$119.
governorsinnaustin.com 800-873-8908

* Ye Kendall Inn 1859 National Landmark. 15
unique shops in a restored village. 13 rooms &
suites. oo-364-2138

* Ant Street Inn Tour Antique Rose Emporium,
Blue Bell, Bush Library, Old Washington.
www.antstreetinn.com 800-329-4943

* Mariposa Ranch Log cabin, cottages, suites,
fireplaces, jacuzzi, "ENCHANTED
EVENING" packages - Southern Living

www.mariposaranch.com 877-647-4774

I I "

* Meyer B&B On Cypress Creek, Hill Country,
Mid 1800's Stage Stop, Texas Landmark.

800-364-2138

I I

* Villa Del Rio Historic Mexico border villa, lush
acreage, by Texas' oldest winery.
www.villadelrio.com 800-995-1887

a a "

* Texas White House. Elegant landmark home.
800-279-6491

Miss Molly's Hotel. Authentic stockyards
boardinghouse. 800-99-MOLLY

* The Luckenbach Inn Bed & Breakfast "Go
Back Well-Fed & Rested." 12 acres, fireplaces,
whirlpool tubs, wine cellar, a full country break-
fast served daily... and of course... Rooter "I'll
never be bacon..." pot-bellied pig.
www.luckenbachtx.com 800-997-3324

* Das College Haus Beautifully appointed with
antiques and original art. Near downtown.
Delicious home cooked breakfast.
www.dascollegehaus.com 800-654-2802

* Schildknecht-Weidenfeller House 1870's
German limestone house in Historic District.
Private. Accommodates one-ten in one party.
Antiques, handmade quilts. Fireplace, cellar, porch.
www.schildknecht.com 830-997-5612

* Das Garten Haus Traditional B&B with excep-
tional breakfasts, helpful hosts, private suites.
\'ewv Orleans style courtyard and gardens.
www.dasgartenhaus.com 800-416-4287

* Hoffman Haus Fredericksburg's most beautiful
guest houseTM. Privacy and luxury. Eleven
antique-filled cottages. Great Hall accommo-
dates 50-75, weddings, receptions, corporate
retreats. 15% discount Monday-Thursday.
Breakfast to your door.
www.hoffmanhaus.com 800-899-1672

* Settler's Crossing Fredericksburg's finest! His-
toric plantation home and seven private guest
houses. 35 acres. Fireplaces, antiques, jacuzzis.
One of America's great country inns. Featured in
Country Home, Country Living. Color
brochure. Children welcome.
www.settlerscrossing.com 800-874-102

FREDERICKSBURG TRADITIONAL
BED & BREAKFASTS

Hill Country Hospitality and Style

1-800-494-HOST

www.fredericksburgtrad.com

U River Run B&B Downtown, next to Nature
Center. Whirlpool tubs, full breakfast.

800-460-7170

* Texas Stagecoach Inn Miles from nowhere,
in the middle of the surrounding country...
www.bbhost.com/txstagecoachinn

888-965-6272

* The Gage Hotel A historical treasure in a leg-
endary setting. 37 traditionally decorated rooms,
landscaped courtyards, year-round swimming
and in-room fireplaces. 800-884-GAGE

* Hunter Road Stagecoach Stop Enjoy Texas
hospitality and history at an 1850's Pioneer
Homestead nestled amidst antique roses and
herbs. For reservations 800-201-2912

k Castle Avalon Romantic bed and breakfast and
fine dining restaurant surrounded by 160 acres
of Texas Hill Country.
www.castleavalon.com 877-885-4780

* Historic Kuebler-Waldrip Haus Relax! 4
3-acre

paradise near rivers, Greune, San Antonio, Wildlife,
gorgeous views! Complimentary refreshments,
candlelight breakfast. Luxuriously restored lime-
stone home, private baths, whirlpools, TVs, videos.
www.cruising-america.com/kuebler-waldrip

800-299-8372

., .

www.visitbiabend.com
1•877•BIG BEND

The complete information resource
for the Bio Bend area

--n- - -
- ..

These exciting VHS tapes bring home the beauty
of our Texas parks at tie low cost of $14.95
per tape. There are three tapes in the series:
1. Panhandle Plains + Big Bend 2. Prairies and Lakes +
Pineywoods 3. Hill Country + So. TX + Gulf Coast
Buy all three and for a limited time, we'll send a
FREE bonus video "Mountain Biking in Texas State
Parks" also a $14.95 value. Call our toll free number
1-800-535-0938 for credit card sales or instructions
for personal checks.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE m

HooPEs' HOUSE
ROCKPORT, TEXAS

800-924-1008
www.hoopeshouse.com

NATIONALLY HISTtOR IC :' I CTR IAN II OMEi.
EIGHT ROOM S EACH W LTIH P I VATE BATiH.
FULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED.CALL FOR BROCHURE.
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Dodge Ram Different.
800-4-A-DODGE or www.4adodge.com

vernotice
how the
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