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Abstract
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NGOs are one of the few ways to reach out to North Koreans that are locked in
their own country as there is no direct communication with the international society.
Humanitarian NGOs started their activities in North Korea in the 1990s when for the
first time in its history the North Korean government asked for humanitarian aid.
However, despite the presence of many different humanitarian agencies in North
Korea since the 1990s healthcare violations remain to be unsolved. Due to unequal
and insufficient healthcare throughout the whole country, the weakest parts of the
population are suffering from diseases that are curable in other parts of the world.
Médecins Sans Frontiéres was one of the first NGOs to enter North Korea, but
eventually, after facing numerous challenges and difficulties it had to withdraw from
North Korea. This research is focused on international humanitarian NGOs’ role and
their limitations in exposing the importance of the right to health and raising
awareness about the chaotic situation of healthcare in North Korea. Our analysis
through the case study of Médecins Sans Frontieres aims at getting an answer to the
question of what kind of operational and institutional issues NGOs encountered

during 1995-1998 while advocating basic human rights.
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