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The Roger Williams University 
Community Partnerships Center 
The Roger Williams University (RWU) Commu-
nity Partnerships Center (CPC) provides project-
based assistance to non-profit organizations, gov-
ernment agencies and low- and moderate-income 
communities in Rhode Island and Southeastern 
Massachusetts. Our mission is to undertake and 
complete projects that will benefit the local com-
munity while providing RWU students with ex-
perience in real-world projects that deepen their 
academic experiences.

CPC projects draw upon the skills and experience 
of students and faculty from RWU programs in 
areas such as:

• American Studies
• Architecture and Urban Design
• Business
• Community Development
• Education
• Engineering and Construction Management
• Environmental Science and Sustainability
• Finance

• Graphic Design
• Historic Preservation
• History
• Justice Studies
• Law
• Marketing and Communications
• Political Science
• Psychology
• Public Administration
• Public Relations
• Sustainable Studies
• Visual Arts and Digital Media
• Writing Studies

Community partnerships broaden and deepen the 
academic experiences of RWU students by allow-
ing them to work on real-world projects, through 
curriculum-based and service-learning opportuni-
ties collaborating with non-profit and community 
leaders as they seek to achieve their missions. The 
services provided by the CPC would normally not 
be available to these organizations due to their 
cost and/or diverse needs.

CPC Project Disclaimer: The reader shall  
understand the following in regards to this project  
report:

1. The Project is being undertaken in the public 
interest. 

2. The deliverables generated hereunder are in-
tended to provide conceptual information 
only to assist design and planning and such 
are not intended, nor should they be used, for 
construction or other project implementa-
tion.  Furthermore, professional and/or other 
services may be needed to ultimately imple-
ment the desired goals of the public in owner-
ship of the project served.

3. The parties understand, agree and acknowl-
edge that the deliverables being provided 
hereunder are being performed by students 
who are not licensed and/or otherwise certi-
fied as professionals.  Neither RWU nor the 
CPC makes any warranties or guarantees ex-

pressed or implied, regarding the deliverables 
provided pursuant to this Agreement and the 
quality thereof, and Sponsor should not rely 
on the assistance as constituting professional 
advice.  RWU, the CPC, the faculty mentor, 
and the students involved are not covered by 
professional liability insurance.  

4. Neither RWU, the CPC, the faculty mentor, 
nor the students involved assume respon-
sibility or liability for the deliverables pro-
vided hereunder or for any subsequent use 
by sponsor or other party and Sponsor agrees 
to indemnify and hold harmless RWU, the 
Center, the Faculty Mentor, and the Center’s 
student against any and all claims arising out 
of Sponsor’s utilization, sale, or transfer of de-
liverables provided under this Agreement.
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Students discuss the project with  
Library Executive Director Joel Petit.
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Introduction
In the fall of 2012, Roger Williams University 
School of Architecture, Art and Historic Pres-
ervation hosted a firm-in-residence: Design-
Lab Architects of Boston, Massachusetts. 
Principal Robert Miklos, partner Sam Batch-
elor and associate Kelly Ard co-taught a gradu-
ate architectural design studio with a focus on 
adapting historic properties as a catalyst for 
community revitalization. The case study for 
the semester was Adams Memorial Library, lo-
cated in Central Falls, Rhode Island. 

At a time when traditional libraries suffer 
from a loss of relevance in the technology age, 
the goal of this studio was to explore how a 
library can adapt to new uses and the needs 
of a community. Central Falls, Rhode Island, 
is the smallest yet most densely populated 
city in the state. In recent years, the city has 
declared bankruptcy; the public school system 
continues to decline; and almost 30% of the 
population is below the poverty line. 

In the midst of a failing city, the Adams 
Memorial Library sits as a little oasis in a 
residential neighborhood. Opened to the 
public in 1910, the Greek revival library 
was modeled after the Carnegie typology. In 
the early 1980s, an addition was added to 
the rear of the library to include additional 
book stacks, a large flexible meeting space 
and a code-compliant elevator and second 
means of egress. In 2011, after 100 years 
of continuous operation, the library closed 
due to municipal financial failure. However, 
a group of enthusiastic citizens rallied 
together and were able to re-open the Adams 
Memorial Library to the public through 
donations and volunteer support. 

The 1980s addition to the 
rear of the library.
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Methodology
The students in the design studio worked to 
develop ideas of community connectivity and 
corresponding architectural program through 
three-dimensional collaging of images, objects and 
materials. Next, they participated in a workshop 
with students from the Roger Williams University 
School of Education to gain a better understanding 
of spaces that are exciting yet appropriate for use 
by children. 

Throughout the design studio, students worked 
with an expanded architectural program, allow-
ing them to experiment with the philosophy and 
methodology of historic rehabilitation while add-
ing contemporary additions to iconic historic  
architecture. Final design solutions from the  
semester were presented by the students in  
December 2012 and were reviewed by a panel of 
architecture and historic preservation faculty and 
professionals. 

The following February, the student designs were 
presented to Joel Petit, the Executive Director 
of the Adams Memorial Library, with the goal 
of identifying elements and features that could 
be scaled down to a realistic scope of achievable  
design for the library. Many of the design sugges-
tions that appealed to Mr. Petit were from a single 
student; this served as the starting point for the 
design process, which would continue with gradu-
ate assistants and work study staff from the Com-
munity Partnerships Center. 

Proposed north facade  
and garden perspective  
by Rebecca Sargent.
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Existing  
Conditions
The children’s room is currently located in the 
basement of the library, has little natural day light-
ing and lacks accommodations and design features 
appropriate for children. The basement level is ac-
cessible via a staircase and an elevator installed 
in the 1980s addition. A stage is centered in the 
children’s room, however, the step up to access the 
space is considered to be a hazard for small chil-
dren. This area is not usually used for performanc-
es; instead, it is a static space holding additional 
bookshelves. 

The windows are small and high on the wall, mak-
ing the space rely solely on artificial lighting. The 
floor finish is a low-pile carpet in a neutral gray 
color. Furnishings include bookshelves, tables, 
chairs and a designated children-friendly comput-
er area. However, parents often utilize the com-
puters more than the children.  

Current children’s room in 
the basement of the library.



1. The outdated children’s  
 room uses artificial  
 lighting.

2. The stage area is used  
 as storage for books  
 instead of a performance  
 area for children.

3. The computer room is  
 not child-friendly and is  
 used more often by  
 adults.
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Existing ground floor plan 
(1/4” — 1’0”).
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Existing basement  
floor plan.



Existing elevations.
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Recommendations from the School of Education
Students from the School of Education provided 
their professional opinions on key features to in-
clude in children’s library spaces. They also shared 
precedent studies of best practices in this area of 
design. 

The library spaces that were deemed most suc-
cessful by the education students were those com-
pleted by the Robin Hood Foundation, which 
frequently rehabilitates underutilized spaces in 
inner-city schools to insert interactive, colorful 
and children-friendly library and learning spaces. 
Some shared suggestions to ensure such children-
friendly accessibility were low bookshelves with 
book covers facing outwards, engaging and lively 
color schemes and comfortable furnishings.  

Children’s room  
perspective by  
Cam Chafee.



Student Designs 
Leaha Bovino

“A community space is a multi-generational gathering 
place in which a variety of activities, programs and 
services are offered for the benefit of the public. This 
space should be a pillar of the community. Just like 
in a family unit, a community that overcomes hard 
times, controversial issues and challenging obstacles 
together will grow closer. In areas that are facing poor 
education, low income and a general decomposition 
of core values, a community center that encompasses 
resources for family, education, guidance, arts and 
entertainment, and technology can act as the catalyst 
for overall community improvement and a new cycle 
of living. The community center acts as a welcoming 
and equalizing place that operates without stigma, 
judgment or prejudice. It should encourage both per-
sonal and communal growth.”

1. Children’s room model.

2. Living room perspective.
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First floor plan.
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Basement floor plan  
with proposed addition  
on the left.
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1. East elevation.

2. Section.

3. North elevation.
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Aerial perspective into 
children’s room.
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Student Designs
Cam Chafee

Children’s room  
perspective.
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1. First floor plan.

2. Basement floor plan.
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1. Longitudinal section.

2. Exterior perspective.
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1. West elevation.

2. Community room  
 perspective.

3. Interior perspective.
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1. Aerial perspective  
 from southwest.

2. Perspective of adult  
 reading room.

3. Perspective of  
 PK-K3 library area
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Student Designs
Karen Hirose
“A community space is a multi-generational gather-
ing place in which a variety of activities with pro-
gram and services offered for the benefit of the public. 
This space should be a pillar of the community, just 
like in a family unit, a community that overcomes 
hard times, controversial issues, and challenging ob-
stacles together will grow closer. In areas that area 
facing poor education, low income, and a general de-
composition of core values, a community center that 
encompass, resources for family, education, guidance, 
arts and entertainment, and technology can act as 
the catalyst for overall community improvement and 
a new cycle of living. The community center acts as a 
welcoming and equalizing place that operates with-
out stigma, judgment, or prejudice. It should encour-
age both personal and communal growth.”

1

2

3



1. First floor plan.

2. Basement floor plan.
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1. Exterior perspective.

2. Main entrance  
 perspective.

3. Perspective of  
 PK-K3 library area.

4. Perspective of  
 P4-K6 library area
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1. Elevation.

2. Section.
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1. West elevation.

2. Children’s room  
 perspective.
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Student Designs
Shawn Johnson
“Community space is a selected area designated to serving society by providing staff 
and resources that inspire, encourage and assist in the overall positive develop-
ment of the general public. Due to the fast changing world we live in, community 
spaces should implement the newest technologies available but use them as a lens to 
magnify and revitalize the core values of education, wellness, and entertainment. 
These ideals should be made available to all individuals with both diversity and 
economy kept in mind.”

2

1



1. First floor plan.

2. Children’s room  
 floor plan.
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1. Basement floor plan.

2. Sections.
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1. North elevation.

2. Children’s room  
 perspective.
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Student Designs
Jimmy Meiklejohn
“A community is a forever changing interaction of social living that, although is 
made up of several aspects, there is a harmonious balance among them. The flex-
ibility of a community space is essential to maintaining the harmonious balance. 
Unity can only be achieved by allowing generational difference to coincide with 
one another. This space must reach into the community and combine these ele-
ments into a universal hub.”

1

2



1. First floor plan.

2. Second floor plan.
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1. Exterior view of  
 courtyard.

2. Section A.

3. Exterior view of glass  
 box additioon.
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1. Overlap zone for  
 afterschool studies.

2. Children’s room model.
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Student Designs
Rebecca Sargent
“Community spaces are created to promote an integration of different people, ideas, 
and activities. The building must allow for a variety of spaces that comfortably 
adapt to fit the various conditions. Interwoven needs of the community members 
inform the nature of the spaces. It is necessary to provide an access for communica-
tion that will connect the physical space with the outside world and allow for an 
exchange of ideas. By implementing new technology with relevant tools of the past 
it is possible to create a more productive environment for collaboration.”

1

2



First floor plan.
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Basement floor plan.
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1. Perspective of front  
 addition.

2. Section.

3. South elevation.
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Aerial perspective of 
preferred chuldren’s room 
design.
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Preferred Design 
The selected design for the Children’s Room at Adams 
Memorial Library was completed by graduate student 
Leaha Bovino. Leaha’s original work from the studio was 
developed over the course of the spring 2013 semester in  
conjunction with Joel Petit from the Adams Memorial 
Library. Leaha’s design was selected because of the prac-
ticality of her proposal. The library felt the relocation and 
updated design of the new space was something that would 
be reasonable to accomplish with support from donors and 
that it would create a vibrant and engaging space for chil-
dren and families on the first floor of the library.

The first design change was to relocate the current book 
stacks to the existing children’s room and to move the chil-
dren’s room to the area that houses the current book stacks. 
This allows the first floor of the library to be active for 
community members of all ages and sends a positive mes-
sage about the value of educating children. 

A circular motif was selected for the Children’s Room, 
keeping with the shape and form of the historic library dome, and 
it was carried into the partitions, paint design and bookshelves. The 
proposal also included closing two of the three current openings 

into the space and turning them into window seats, thus leaving the 
central doorway and children’s library circulation on axis with the 
library’s original symmetry. 

Throughout the space, curved partition walls of varying heights 
would be constructed out of opaque white, mirrored and frost-
ed Plexiglas and lit from within an interior cavity. Custom 
bookshelves would would line the two long walls to provide 
ample book storage and built-in computer stations. 

After working with students from the School of Education, a 
color scheme in shades of green was selected due to its known 
ability to promote reading comprehension. Research and sup-
port from the School of Education emphasized that not all 
children learn through prescriptive methods, such as sitting at 
a table and chairs. Thus, flexible and washable floor cushions 
and beanbags were utilized as seating in this recommended de-
sign. This provides visitors with the opportunity to find a cozy 
nook to read in as well as large space that could be used for 
designated storytelling. 

The design of the Children’s Room provides a fun, sensory ex-
perience of colors and textures without being over-stimulating 
or distracting.



1. Children’s room  
 perspective with flexible  
 floor cushions for  
 reading.

2. Entry to children’s room.

3. Children’s room  
 perspective uses multi- 
 level circular walls to  
 divide space and mimic  
 the library’s historic dome.
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Preferred first floor plan.
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Preferred basement plan.
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Cost Estimate for Preferred Design
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Conclusion
The design of an updated children’s room at the 
Adams Memorial Library tasked students with 
creating an engaging and fun space for children 
and families, which could be easily implemented 
by the library. Library Director Joel Petit worked 
closely with student Leaha Bovino during the sec-
ond phase of this project to finalize materials, col-
ors and layout for the proposed space. 

Since the completion of this project, the library 
has been fundraising and implementing plans to 
make the preferred design a reality for the children 
and families of Central Falls.

The interior of the historic 
dome of Adams Memorial 
Library.
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