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L"i Questions about the appropriatet
role of .the federal government in

support of the arts have been raised .-

. in recent months, and public debate |
3 about such issues is of great value
il - in formulating sound public policy,

_especially in view of the administra--
tion's -need to deal with ecoriomic

problems in an’ effective way. ... "

However; -

have entered the’discussion of late, -

=

in The Washington Star.’» = -

is that federal assistance has result-
ed in a reduction in private and non-.
federal public-support for the arts.
The Star, thoughtfully, has cast .
some doubt on this assumption inre-
* cent editorials, but does not appear
to have fully comprebended the ba- |
sic mission of the Natjonal Endow-
ment for the Arts_establi_shed_ at its
" creation in 1965. That mission is 10
serve not as a substifute for other

for the continuing development of ¥

. private non-federal support for the.

© . arts. That task was given to'the en-
. dowment precisely because the pri-

vate and non-federal sector,-alone, .

concept and execution from an en-
titlement program such as The Star -
in part suggests. S

Remarkable Success Tos
more than 25,000 .application$ for
help each.year despite stringent eli-
gibility requirements. At present’
with a budget of $158.6 million, itis
able to fund one quarter of these.
Only the.very best survive intense
competition; and the judgments are
made, not-by federal bureaucrats,
but by private citizens expert in the
many art forms involved. That pro--
cess is key to the mission..’ )
How successful is this mission? To
my mind, it -has succeeded beyond
the mosy optimistic prophesies. The
S1aT hasmentioned thes20-fold rise
in corporate giving to the artsin 15 -
years. Hére are other examples: .;: -

o State-appropriations for the arts
through state arts agencies totaled
$2-6 miltion in 1966 for all states. To-
- ;i.ay, the total is more than $110 mil-

jon. C B ) -

e Community arts agencies now
support the arts with an estimated
$70 million annually. At the endow-
ment’s birth, few such agencies ex-
isted. Now there are more than 2,000, N

e Diiring the 10-year period prior
to the-endowment, contributions
from the private sector for the arts”’
and culture roseless than three per.
cent from an’estimated $199 million
to $205 million, according to figures -
compiled by the American Associ-
ation of Fund-Raising Counsel. Its
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thropy has grown 1o an annual total
of $2.7 billion! *+ = T et
Can it be that the corresponding’
growth of the endowment and of pri-
vate and non-federal support for the ’
arts is sheer coincidence? The evi-’
dence leads to thé opposite conclu-
sion. Particularly - since' the..

'
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Mr. Biddle is cbairman of the
National Endowment for the Arts.

some .misconceptions - |’
as suggested in two recent editorials . i

Ope such notion, in simple form,” 1

giving, butasa fund_z;men@l‘cata.lyst o

was fiot adequate to the challenge. .
The mission is totally different in .
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_.-of the arts. Particularly since pre-
..vious 10 the endowment's creation,
_:the arts were alive.only in limited .

- _exeeeded-as the agency's catalytic -

most recent figures (for 1979) show
that this private American philan-. ,

out a particular .
way?

Fred C. Hobson Jr.,
this p.age,'r'ight. T

| Pederal aid tb‘t.he '
arts has succeeded
beyond the most

optimistic. .
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- endowment was established ;with
“the purpose of stimulating private
initiative which would continue t0 -
"be the principal source for support’s’

-areas of our nation. | ..

- Endowment grants must. be |

“matched by private and non-federal
monies on a\ratio of up to 3t L
These ratios have been dramatically -

mission has grown in strength, and *

~as the special values of the arts are. .
increasingly perceived — their. '
manifold sources of enrichment for
the human spirit, their economic im- -
pactin growing numbers of commu-
‘nities. .

 The arts in America bave been

_growing in size, number, and in ex-

" cellence for a decadé¢ and a half. Al- .
‘most all arts organizations — large [
and small — survive and develop, /
“within g very thin ‘margin between !
success and failtire, as in the.case of -
the National Symphony Orchestra. It ..

is.therefore vital that discussion of .

- the federal role in support of the arts
_befreeof misconceptions that might
‘ result in_policies contraryAto' those
intended. R
‘The legislation creating the en-’
dowment bas produced exceptional - -
“results, and a commitment which’
“has received the strongest kind of bi-
partisan support. But we are only in
the foothills. Mountains are yettobe
scaled — and on this journey erro-
neous assumptions are Dot the
friends of wise decisions. -
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