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Filling Humanities Post Is an Art

‘By GRACE GLUECK
‘When Dr. Ronald S. Berman had
to leave as chairman of the Nation-
al Endowment for the Humanities
last January, after five years, no

one in Washington foresaw trouble = .
in filling the post. Yet what started -
out as a low-key effort to replace.

him has mushroomed into an inten-
sive talent search bringing more
than 8 names into consideration.
The search has not, so far, pro-
duced a chairman-designate, '
though one is expected to be
named fairly soon. But it hias had -
* brogder results. In spotlighting an
important but fittle-known cultural
agency, it has stimulated the inter-
est of I'resid;nntmc?rterth angv hg;s
feorganizing feard .in the. Wi
are:g of the Federal Government’s
involverent with cubtural aff
. “It has led ‘to..a. good .deab"
reflection on Jarger questions, suc
as the role of -cultural institutions .
in relation to the Goveinment,
where they are and where they're
going,” ‘says Barry Jagoda, a spe-.
cial assistant to President -Cgrter
and a White House spokesman on

agtspolicies. " . : .. o
Re-examination Down the Line
“And somewhere down the line,”

he said, “we will exapine ithe

structure of the Federal culture es-

tablishment with an eye to possible *.
though in-¢lgse consultar™

changes,
tion and harmopy_,

with: the. Con--
355." SO v
part

Such a scratiny, part of an over-
A hglr}.dﬂian would

T mltiplicity of Federal cultural
institutions, their. organizations,

their budgets and thefr per mteg;
Mr. Jagoda said, As & “manager,,’
Mr. Carter was “aware of duplica--
‘tions, and would hdve an’initi
inclimation to make things more ef:

. fective,” he said.

“On the other hard,” he added}
“he also éppreciates the need fo
.diversity, and has & deep under-
standing of the relationship of the
arts $o0 a madern industrial society,
and go- he would. tread lightly. He .
wu; effectiveness, but - realizes
thatFcost effectiveness is- mot the
onlyidssue. And nothing would be
doné,_without particular reference
tothig point of view of Congress.”
gncy Hanks’s Terin Expiring .
nwhile, the two cultural in<
. stitufins demanding the most im-
mediate Government attention are
the twin grant agencies, the Na-
tional Endowment for the Hurnani-
ties and the National Endowment

term of Nancy Hanks, chair-
man of the arts endowment, does
not expire until next QOctober, and
the Administration, according to-
Mr. Jagoda, has “not yet begum
to focus on the question” of a re-
placement, if any.

On the wother hand, finding an
occupant for the humanities job
vacated by Mr. Berman has become
a considerable challenge. Although
it has a far less public recognition
than its glamerous twin, the hu-
manities endowment is financed at
approximately the same level. For
the 15 months that comprise its
last fiscal year, ending in October
1976, its staff of 148 allocated
nearly $111 million in 2,045 grants
in the fields of education and re-
search throughout the 50 states.

went to universities,-
schools, Hhraries, museums, public-

the' 'Pres'ident'st_-‘_

Pell,

"’L:teleVi;?ibh‘ organizations and fel-
W programs, covering -such -
diverse eforts' as improving the
quality of life in the cities and re-
_-search for & dictionary on the Ak- "
" kadian 1 f
and Assyrian civilizations. .

" Acceptability and Commitment -
To head the agency, Mr. Jagoda
otes, the Administration is look:

i

"

alle to the academic community

| who also has & commitment
-to iroaden public participation in
the shumanities.”™ .

" Al'though Mr. Berman had been

" reappointed to a second term by

resfdent Ford, the Senats refused
‘to ccmfirm him, amid charges by
Senat’or Claiborne Pell,. Demaocrat
of qude Island, that the agency
~had inanced esoteric programs
and pad not reached 2' broad
 €nough segment of the population. -
. ugh President Carter, be-
sieged} Py other piiorities, did not
_pay cldse attention to the functions
of the{agency during his first few
month$ in office;, he has, by now,’
according to associates, hecome
“gort jof an expert” on it. Through
aides yand advisers all over the
count!y, the President has been re-
ceivin names and advice; in
March an informal committee was
set ¢P to suggest and screen possi-
b[gﬁc;ndxdatm
he ad hoc group comprises
ygog,er Kennedy, the Ford Founda-
tion’s acting vice president for the
. arts; June Bingham, an author and
the wife of Representative Jona-
than B. Bingham, Democrat-Liberal
of the Bronx; Elizabeth Sifton, an
editor at the Viking Press and
.daughter of the late theologian
Reinhold Niebuhr;, William = H.

Leinsdorf Ends ‘Rug’ Concerts
With Three Symphonic Staples

By PETER G.-DAVIS =

A well-attended concert con-
ducted by Erich Leinsdorf brought
the New York Philharmonic Rug
series to a close in Fisher Hall Sun-
day nigpt. Mr. Leinsdorf's program
had neither a guest soloist-nor a’
novelty to ﬁure the aludxence just
three symphonic staples by Mozatt, -
Beethoven and Stravins| 4 .
wonderful music to keep everyone

Among the three, Stravinsky's
“Jen de cartes” fared the least
successfully. This confection is in
the composér’s most exposed: Neo~
Chassical vein and even the slight-
est imperfectionis of rhythm, bal
- ances or intonation stand out glar-
ingly. The orghestra sounded ag if °
it ‘were still in the final rehearsal -

I3

stages, for -much of the playing -

was smeared, minutely imprecise,

‘tomally rough and generally inele- gl

_The aural pfoture altered dras:,
tically for Mozart’s Symphony No."
39 and Beethoven's Symphony No..

1. en it comes to the Viennese
olessitss, Mr. Leinsdorf js as im-

ge e a stylist as any conductor

active today, and his handling of

these familiar works was charac-
terized by an invigorating budyant .
pulse nd a.smoothly polished sur-

face gheen. .. . .

Even more remarkable was the
subtle ways in which the eonduc- -
tor differentiated between the two
score?, the mature -Mozart at his
‘most -sophisticated and the young,
Bestl overl already boisterously tug-
ging (at ‘the sccepted momms of
symphonic form. "Both are high-. .

'water marks of the classical era, -

but Mr.. Leinsdorf was at pains. to’
-accefit the. sudvely sensuous per-
fection of Mozart’s musical-argu-
“ment in contrast to the more rug-
, jabbing power that lurlts be-
hind Beethoven's works. Ea¢h per-
- fprmance inv its different way was
expressly to the point .arid superla- °
-Aively exeeuted, - -

7]
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. Events

Today

 Theater

7

’ '1-"'."‘9“"""'.'1'5‘— e -
MASTER' ,OPERA..'Uncpin ' .Canter Llbrary-'

g

Museum, -4, : .70l T
- ; , SMITH STREET SOCIETY, Bryant Perk, 12:15.
THREEPENNY ' OPERA by -Berlolt Brecht and. ' R Y . i :
Kurt Welll, with 8 new‘iravr;"glrta‘f’laﬂ by Ralgh's ot s Dance
Manheimy end John Willelt; directed by Richard s . -
Foreman; cast headed by Philip” Basco; presen  STUTTGART BALLET, ' “Romeo and - Juliet,"
by the New York Shakespears’Company, Joseplr | Melropolitan. Goara Wouse, Lincoln Center, 8
Paop, producer; at the Delacorts -Theater, Cari- NEW”.YORK . CITY BALLET, ‘“Jewels," New
tral Park, West 86th Stroer, 6. York Stafe Theater, Lincain Center, 8. - .
: : L ;.. _[CHOREOGRAPHERS = SHOWCASE, ~ American
; M P  Theater Lob, 219 West 19t Street, 8. - -
usic - -, g SAEKD ICHINONE. AND COMPANY, Open e, :
EMANUEL KRASOVSKY,, pianist, Camesie Re- . ° T ' ’
el Hall, 8, . T - Cabaret -
P SLLSHE M0 SR Moy 8 e vy care o, it
- Grand: . AR CAFE, Chenango Band..:' . -
BALALAIKA SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA, Dim-"  EDDIE CONDON'S, Carrle St - ifiger-
rosch Park, Li ) mu'l7.30. SING NiIC| » Danny, Nye, singer-planisf. °
algﬂswﬂavﬁ' K CHORA 5;%': s,{Elrgr% summmsd:m, GROUND _ FLOOR CE | ‘CAFE, Village".
VTt 730 ' S Gote. JAN; Session... Daghva . Helfan, tazz” and .
EDDIE PRESTON JAZZ -BAND, Grace Plaza, +BARBARANN Adlen.Rich, slnger. . ..
A CERRENS ANGTITUTE b chavtors, aouth  Roser. Braldsti madcar nedt ovicale 77,0
L , SE3 S, 30 ger Bial ag! W 7 e
Streat Saapart, Fulton Sirvef and East Riveb, 730, Harrls, -singory o e Hosioneti Do,

.

“Bir; ' Ronald
“Was-scored. by Senator Cliiborne

_is contender for Dr. B

AP

nage of the Babylonian
.down " the

g for “someone who. is accept-

- ‘staff; Chatles Blitzer, assistant sec-

" perstn who

_¢hairmanship of the National En-
folk.

‘ has plenty of chances to do useful
“thirgs elsewhere for mote mvone‘y_t”

< Democrat
" ‘Senator-Pell was & sponsor of the

- ; grovnds .of the endowments and

 persal of the ‘money,” Mr. Brade-

. ==we, hive tp be concerned with
hoth, ot only for political reasons,

" ‘There's nothing wreng with having
in mind those twin. points of ten-
. sion with

-, of the humanities endowment so

. .wider spectrum of our population.”
. For: one 'thing, ‘he added, “There |

R B .

Fietclier Drake and Victor Lustachl
.Berman, above,

~

below. Dr, John D. Maguire
erman’s post.

s

Goetzmann, a faculty ‘member at
the University of Texas, and Hugh
M, Sloster, president of Morehouse
College in Atlanta. '

It came up with, among other

Singletary, presi-
dent of the University of Kentucky.
However, Mr. Singletary turned
job, citing ‘“persomnal”
Long Parade of Possibilities

The long parade of possible can-
didates has also included Dr. James
H. Billingfon, director of the Wood-
row Wi International Center
for Scholars in Washington; Robert
Lumiansky, president of the Ameri-
can Council of Learned Sacieties;
‘Alfred 'L, Stern, associate director
.and héad of special projects for
the White House domestic policy

selections, Otis Sing

'and

retary for history and art at the
Smithsonian Institution, and Jac-
quelyn Mattfeld, provest and dean
of academic affairs at Brown Uni-
versity in Providence, R.1.

The leading contenders this week
were thought to be Dr. John D..
Maguire, president of the State
University College at Old West-
bury, LI, and Joseph Duffey, As-
sistant Secretary of State for cul-
tural affairs, an ordained minister
and adviser on issues during the
Carter campaign. His credentials
also include stints as general secre- |
tary of the American Association
of University Professors and na-
tional chairman of Americans
Democratic Action. ‘

“Multiple Constituency’

“Yhat this job takes,” said an
educator close to the committee
-who, requested anonymity, “is &

>ouki ren . :

or a major university. The problem
is, it’s a tough job—there’s no pri-
vate life and there’s a multiple con-
stituency—a strong and wiliful
Congress that knows what the job
should be; the scholarly communi-
ty; the Administration and all the
interlocked bodies of Government
that deal in the same turf.” .

“ 'He contrasted the job—which
pays $52,500 a year—with the

dowment on the Arts: “Nancy has
made the N.E.A. post into ane with
national visibility. There’s a much
more glamorous constituency, and
you. spend your time with lively

“By .contrast, the NEH. job. is
a morass:. it doesn’t ennoble its oc-
cupant and it's not one many
would go after, The kind of person
who can carry it off is one who

.7 Presidential Meeting -
.Earlier this month, the President
held’a discussion on the humanities
endowment with' Senator Pell and
Represenfative John , Brademas,
of Indiana, strong sup-
porters; in Congress- of "the arts.
otiginal-legislation ‘that set up the
twq "agencies in 1965, They re-
viewed -with Mr, Carter the back-

urged Him to support them,
“We also pushed for greater dis-

mas said.’ “Quality vs, accessibility
but also for substantive reasons.

regard te both endow-

ments.” o7 .

His words were echoed by Mr.
Jagoda, who said the President felt
& comuiitment “to broaden the role
that ' it, can be. .ne: io a

could be more support for regional
social-cultural histories, orgl'eg;anﬂ-
ly_historjes, a kind of ‘Roots’ a

prodch with more or dess scholarly

pu_rp_o;g'." )

[ay3
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