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OPENING STATEMENT OF DR. JOHN BRADEMAS
CHATIRMAN
PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES

I want to extend & warm welcome to all of yon whom President Clinton has selected to serve on
the President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanides.

You afe an outstanding gfoup of men and wofmen about to embark on an exciting day eand an
important mission.

Iam grcatiy honoted that the Président asked me. to chair this comimittee; and that he has hamed
to it such an extréordinary group of people.

With your help and active participation, I'm confident that the President’s Committee on the Arts
and the Humanities will fulfill its promise.

Of course, we are dll delighted that the Fifst Lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton, has graciously
agreed to serve as Honofary Chair of the Committes.

The prestige of 6ur Committee and the backing of the White House can, 1 feel sure, influence

puvalc philanthropy in our country and encourage greater support f01 the cultural llfe of the
nation,

A VITAL PARTNEPSHIP
As President Clinton said in numin g all of you to the Committee, "The Federal, state and local
govermments togetlier provide only a small percentage of the support essential to.our cultral life.
These appointments underscore the vital partnership between the government and the private
citizens who do so much t enrich and preserve the arts and humanities in our country.
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At & time when our society faces new and profounid challénges, when we are losing so many of
our children, and when so many people feel insecure in the face of change, the ants and the
humanities are fundamental to our lives as individuals and as a nation,"

Our Committee can create partnerships with other Federal departments and agencies, as we are
already doing with the Department of Commerce, to promote cultural tourism, and with the
Departments of Justice, Health and Hurman Services and Houging and Urban Development--thi¢
last three in order that arts and humanities organizations will have access to the new prcvcnnon
programs in the Crirme B111 the Présidedt has just signed into law.

Please remember that with so many senior members of the government on our Committee, we

also function as an’intexagency task force on the arts and the humenities. Indeed, I'm very
pleased that so many of the government members of our Committee are with us today and I'm
delighted that Secretary of the Interior Babbitt has asked Roger Kennedy, Director of the Park
Service, 1o serve; that Secretary of the Treasury Bentsen has asked his Assistant Secretary for
Tax Policy, Leslie Samuels, to join us; and that Secretary of State Christopher has designated my

former colleague in the House, the Undersecretary of State for Global Affairs, Tim Wirth, to be
a member of the Committee.

Let me say that We are here to assist -- and not to duplicate -- the mission of the National

Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Insttute of
Museum Serv1ces

nSSTol OF THE PRESDENT'S (oMM ITIES
Now the mission of the President’s Committee is to advance public understanding of the arts and
the humanities, and to establish new partnerships between the private scetor and Federal agencies
to address critical issues facing cultaral life in the United States.

The arts and the humanities and their power to inform and uplift our lives and help the country’s

diverse population understand and communicate with one another should be at the center of
everyday life; not at the margins. -

In the next two=-1 believe, sixl--years, our Committee has an opportunity to take on some

.cornpelling issues and exciting projects, ones that can contribute both to enniching the nation's

ciltural life and society at large.

THe (OMMITEES AGENDA

Working with the White House, we have developed an ambitious agenda for the Committee. We
can succeed with this agenda only if all of you are committed and active.

1 think it important here to note that whatever projécts we decide to undertake will need to be
privately funded. So as you go through this exciting day, please think about what you can do

“to advance our wark,
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Today we'll be talking about how the Comrmttec can help reverse the downward tre.nds in private
funding for the ans and the humanities.

This Administration will do everything it can to support cultural life, through the personal

~ advocacy of the President and the First Lady, through events at the White House, through support
from other departments of the govemment and by maintaining adequate requests in the Federal
budget.

I think it safe to say, liowever, that with continuing efforts to reduce the deficii, and in Light of

the controversies in Congress, our arts and humanities agch.lGS are not likely to win a big
increase in their budgets.

In my judgement, we should be able to build the groundwork for increasing tho$é budgets.
vALUINGE AENSTS  AND SCHOLAR S :

All of us know that artists and scholars are not valued enough, nurtured cnough. All of us know
that many cultural institutions, whether large and established or small and community-based, are
in economic crisis and that that condition affects the access of people to their offérings. Indeed,
the economic situation of the arts and the humanities is in many respects o fragile that the loss
of ever a fodest government grant or support from a private donor. can mean & crisis. So we
must take seriously our mission to stimulate privete sector giving.

Private contnbuuons have been especially difficult, outside higher education, to attract to the
humanities. We are exploring with the NEH and the Federation of State Humanities Councils

a challenge grant to help state hamanities couneils ificrease their fundraising for annual operating
support.

PumN e THE RETS BALK IN THE CLASSEDOM

You will also hear today about the efforts of the govérnment to improve educational standards
and to put the arts back into the classroom. The National Endowment for the Arts and the
Depurtment of Education have forged a partnership to demonswate how the arts fit into the
National Education Goals approved in the Goals 2000 legislation Congress passed this year, &nd
to get national standards—voluntary standards--in the arts adopted by every state. We cndorse
this effort as a necessary foundation for all other efforts to reach children.

Premdem Clinton will also ask our Committee to pay particular attention to what happens to
yourig people when they are not in school: to use the power of the ams and, through the
hurnanities, of ideas, to offer young people creative alternatives to destructive urges.. .To give .
them “safe havens"; places to go where there are caring adults and where they can experience
the joy, discipline and positive self-expression that training in the arts and the humanities offers.

You will hear as well about government partnerships, some of which the President's Committee
has already initiated.




. SENT BY:Xerox Telecopier 7020 ; 9-29=34 ; 15:08 - 812022244880:817

r

For example, the Committee staff was asked by the Deparment of Comwnérce to write one of the .
eight new policy papers about the National Information Infrastructure--betier- kmown as the
Informadon Superhighway. Our staff worked together with the NEA, NEH and IM$ to produce
a report, "Arts, Humanides, Culture on the NII," which was feléased by Secretary Ron Brown
on September 7. And there are _many mgmficant projects that can corné out of that policy review.

1 personally hope that our committee will also give attenton to how We can e.ncou.rage more
internadongl exchange among artists and humarists, What we may call "cultural diplomacy"
often precedes economic exchange and improves the pélitical climate in foreign affaifs. T believe

that if wé imaginatively. address cultural diplomacy, we can help this Administration and our
country in ather parts of the world.

The Department of Comimerce has also encouraged & partnership for cultural tourism, to publicize’
cultural events in the. United States in markets abroad, The Departrnent is encouragifig cultural
orgamzatxons 10 take part in the 50 stae conferenccs 0n tourism rha: wﬂl lead up to the

orgamzcrs of thé conference 1o mclude a session on cultural touriSm.,

Much of what we do, of course, and what we seek to encourage, can be advanced by an effccnve
media plan.

ENHANCIN G FuBliC AuWpee NESS - |
Thete are several ways we can woik with radio, television and publications to enhance public

awarencss of the arts and the hurhanities. For example, we've already been working with
Nauonal Pubhc Racho to develop a nadonal book club on the ai: We'll discuss more ideas later

During the couxse of the day, our Executive Director, Ellen McCulloch-Lovell, will report to you

about some other activities that she and the swff bcga.n by way of developing an agende for the
next couple of years.

Before wWeé plunge into the agenda, let me say & word about the Committee. The President has
named 4 Chairman and three Vice-Chairmen--Peggy Cooper-Cafritz, Cynthia Perrin Schneider
and Terry Semel--who ¢omprise a small executive committee. The authority for our Committee

comes, of course, from the President--and our agenda is shaped by his and the First Lady's
mandates, which you will hear this afternoon.

FLLEN McCutiobd-Loiie 9 SERve AS EXECUVE DIRECTIE
Now 1 should like to ingoduce the Executive Director of our Cornmittee. She has, in my view,
a.superb background for her important responsibility--nine years as Director of the Vermont State

Arts Council and then ten years as Chief of Swff to the distinguished Senior Senatst from
Vermont, Patrick Leahy.

1 have mysclf in the reladvely short ime we have been working together; been impressed by her

energy, her intelligence, her judgment and her dedication to the purpose that brings us together
today.



Now all of you bring tremendous experience 1¢ the Comumittee, and there is always room for new
ideas. By the end of today, I hope to be.able to create working groups to deal with the items
on our agenda as well as a working group to develop any ideas thar ermérge from this meeting.

I will ask each working group to articulate the objectives of the project it recommends; identify
those government, corporate or non-profit parmers with which we will work to carry out the
project; and indicate how it will be financed.

We will move ahead on those projects to which the White House has agreed. When néw ideas
are developed, I will review them for approval with our Honorary Chair, Hillary Clinton.

We should have & great day together. More important, I believe that-working together, we can
accomplish something of significance for the President of the United States and for the pecple
of owr country, for what we do in the arts and the humanities tells who we are as a people. Our
cducadona.l a.nd cultural msumuons are mdepensable to Lhe quahty of our hves the strength of

a.nd into the next cenmry, we must have the sup,port of both the government and the private
sector.

TN TET=T

SENT BY=Xer'ox Telecopier 7020 ; 9-28=84 ; 15:06 9 - 912022244680:4818



	University of Rhode Island
	DigitalCommons@URI
	1994

	President's Committee (1994): Speech 03
	John Brademas
	Recommended Citation


	70 13
	70 14
	70 15
	70 16
	70 17

