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Viss Caroline P. Atkinson

Mgk

“Susan's Roost,"
Malvern,
Feb. 23, 1904.

Dear Carla,

It's a lovely morning just like our perfect June weather.
The sun is slanting in at my open window, (but not on me), along
with a little soft breeze. Below is the farm, the (separate) kit=-
chen, a thicket of Bouganvillia and Poinsettia in blossom against
the hill covered with great trees, beyond, the lazy sea far, far be-
low. The earth is bright red here, the grass bright green, all
manner of animals are strolling round or going through a gate in
an old tumbledown whitewashed wall. Such a scheme of colour in
the bright sunshine. The soft prattling voices of the Darks come
up to me here, cocks crowing, doves cooing, little birds chirrup-
ing, all sounds harmonious. I've got my hair dry (after my bath
in a big half-calabash tub) and put up, and my clean white wrapper
with a white tie, and cherry-coloured ribbon (six cents a yard at
Ferneker's) and now I am ready for tem o'clock breakfast, and will
write this till they come and tell me to go over to the main house.

it i

When you are really settled in your house, that can be the
Headquarters for Youth and Joy, and I will keep a Dowager's House
for aged Decrepit Persons. #
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To lMiss Caroline P. Atkinson

Port Antonio,
Good Friday, 1904.

Dear Carls, ;

This is no letter, but I want to tell you something quite won-

derful. Last night I arrived here about 10 p.m. on board the Delta.
I had been literally "on deck" ever since sunrise after sleeping on
board, sailing along the lovely shore, and talking talking with int-
eresting people. In the open air (an awning), no hat, the waves
sparkling, ship rolling a good deal. (ly eyes are burning today).
Well, I went to bed here tired-er than any dog, but sort of wide
awake with a cup of tea at four and half a cup coffee at 7 p.m.
The bed was luscious, but I couldn't fall asleep. I began to hear
the Piano (below) touched with a gentle hand, but a master's,--such
lovely music as if the person was trying to lull somebody to sleep.
Perhaps it was me!

You must know that Piano last year was the curse of my life
here. Some people incessantly alternated Nearer my Gawd to Thee
with Les Rameaux. I used to long to take down a hatéhet in my
nightgown and split it open, and my first thought on learning about
the hurricane was that the Piano was no 4doubt at the bottom of the
Caribbean. I guess it is, and this is another. But now, I soon
began to think, "That is nobody in the world but Robert Atkinson."
And sure enough it was. Their steamer 4idn't come in till mid-
night, so they couldn't go out, and he was whiling the time away,
and soothing Mrs. A, as they waited, with such rapturous lulling
music! Do tell him that incidentally he put me to sleep in the
most delicious fashion. (This morning the Office Clerk told me it
was lr. Atkinson playing). S0 I just missed seeing them,--but I
was in such a condition of fatigue it would have been no good. It
must have bored them to hang round for their steamer. First thing
I learned this morning was that the Dewey had come in and gone out
at midnight. lay I have better luck next Friday!--when I am tak-
ing the Watson for Philadelphia. They say the Samson leaves to-
night, I want this to go in it.

The voyage yesterday was like sailing along the top of Africa
in Billy Weld's "Gitana", and even more beautiful, but the ship!
filthy bveyond expression, It is a coasting steamer taking merchan-
dise to "out-ports”. The ship's officers are all Henglish, gentle-
man born, wild for intercourse with a lady. At every town, we
stopped and unloaded barrels of American flour and took on bags of
sugar and puncheons of rum. The deck was the whole of the stern
and very clean with comfortable seats. You had to get to it by a
ladder, and you should see me ascending and descending with the
alertness of an elderly monkey. It was necessary to land at the
bottom in a sluggish River of o0il all Peacock tints, and as my trav-
elling gown is long it was awkward. I sewed cross-stitch the en-
tire 4day. At sunset we stayed an hour at Annota Bay, and everyone
went ashore but me. The scene was lovely, the "Blue Peak" lits.
over against me, Sunset behind, full moon rising before. When
they came back they brought me (all of them) great bunches of wild
"hyacinth", a very pretty flower. Friends of mine came out in the
boat to greet me at several places,--exciting but fatiguing, but I
shall get a good rest here.

Yours,
Susan.
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To Miss C. P. Atkinson and HKiss i, E. Williams.

Cannes,

Jeudi, April 19, IJLa
Battle of Laxiqﬁon ain' £ it?

My dear Girly-girls; I am bustin' to write you ever since 1 got
Carla's letter, it is here, sous main depuis hier, it makes me feel
as 1f you must be still revellinv in Camden far aw¢y from your "Bur-
dens" as ila Hale calls them. In fact nerhaps at this moment you are
in the close embrace of Parber at Hampton.

I must tell you of a little circus Jeannie and I ‘have been hav-
ing, (Weeden of course). She got a caterpillar up her sleeve in Al-
giers which poisoned her whole arm and drove her nearly wild, Doc-
tor Thomson %thinks it's the hairs of the beast, the Beast was thrown
out, but the hairs remained and she was done up in Pond's Extract
for a week, One day (at Hamman Rhira where also we were) she put on
for the first time the same walst--meme jeu, more fire in her arm,
She tore off the walst (like the shirt of Nersus) and was about to
throw it away, when Polly saved it and gave it to me, wecause my
brown taffeta had bust out under the arm, and this was brown. They
had had washed the sleeve linings, and I took the precautlion to cut
then (linings) ‘out entirely, the waist fitted me fairly well, and I
set to work to alter it,--- //?"--~ That was a month ago, and I am
still scratching myself. iy arm has been a flery furnace, and the
person, red spots like bltes, went all over #% me, even to my calves,
Iesterday I gave away the nightvown I was wearin0 at the time,
(though it has of course been washed since) because on wearing it
again I found myself itching again, Ain't that interesting. The
ticks of Jamaica are mild compared to this Chenille Algerienne,

But what a waste of paper to tell you about this! We had a nice 4
weeks at Hamman R'Hira, our first taste of warmth, for the whole
winter,--Printemps was right there, just like your description of
Camden, In fact it has followed us since; as this Cannes is a bit
later than top of Africa, All Algeria was a burst of Wistaria.
Railway stations hung with it and growing up into a Fig tree and fat
old ladies sitting under it knitting., T{®ebwrw). And here we cone
upon it again,--all over Cannes,

Then a wild week at Mustapha, all my old friends burst loose
except those who are dead or gone elsewhere, Iime Kirsch lives at
Bad Nasthelm, ©She has sold out, and her mari is mort, but a worthy
successor lme Sollenchose or something, gathered us in, all the
same, lirs, Perkins delighted with everythiﬂb, climate, villas, ny
friends who were very nice to her. Some pleasant people in the Ho-
tel, English Unitarians! nice man and his wife, We came off, one
Saturday; had the usual fiendish crossing, 28 hours in a smelly ship,
but the food was excellent, I had a man on board who was very in-
teresting. I anm going to travel in India with him when I get round
to 1t., He is a Geaeral in the English Army, Just retired, named, oh
what was Ae named, I'll ask Evelyn, was with Gordon in mgypt 1n the
Boer Var, jears in India, just back now witli a charming young
wife, --from there. The lnterestin" thing about him s, he's a lo-
hammedan or says he is,--and quoted in Arabilc, lovelv prayers that
sounded likc this: ollah mum mun hadji KW@A

Aﬁﬂak hadji wollah mum mum"
and meant "Allah 1s good, and the world is excellent" or words to
that effect. Iy Theodore Davlis is more than half Liusselman (I am
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not now referring to his various wives) so what with them and our
Second Reis who was always bumping his head on deck saying his
prayers, I am in a falr way to become one. I told my ex-general I
was a devoted Sun worshipper, and he said, "You are then a Parsee;
but why not rather worship the Master of the Sun?"

Don't be alarmed, dears, I shall keep right on singing Nearer my
Gawd to thee down at Wll,ow Del with Carla at the Piano.

—THeH we-rtuns~t3 Tarselilles and Spent Junday Nignt at Hoted-—-
Terninus {2nd time) which lr§, Perkins and|I consider the best in
the world, The Concierge and everybody tugre are devoted to us now,
and they gotjus off to Canne in the "Berlin Rapide"
which is all Lits, (extra price). Our Litd on this ogcaslon were
arm-chalrs 1ﬁ a snall salon ontaining a Spanish nan nd his bride,

apparently mareried-just-that ! Y =328
flowing Jbeid-he-could searcely- EX ST e train
Focked and mped like the Flyer to Buffal 8 thrOugh en-

shrleks, A ;
twisted so) Was sometimes a gguche sometimep a droit,jin front, be-
hind, We dined "in the dini car";--as itlhappened,; same table
with our lovels, the Spaniardqd, he sang little songs,/ and pressed
his heart fron time to tinme, 1nally--order 3d Champagne bout, and
treated us all\ round. lrs, P.) somewhat astgnished, But she sipped
santé of the pair. Garcon dpilled squp all over my

sage scrubbing {1t with warm wgter, while the salad, yoti, wine
bottles gathercd on each slde jof him waltingl to passj the train
wobbling, plates sliddering, stles shrieking, a wild scene, Pa-
per warns me to leave you, dears, {
Your loving '
Susan,

train de Luxe
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To Miss Caroline P. Atkinson

Dry Harbvor,
Dec. 6, 1905,

Dear Carla,

I have had the most delicious swim in the Caribbean today (at
7 a.m., sun just up over the thicket). It is not invigorating,
you know, like my dive in the Pond in late October, but soft, lus-
cious, languid, little lazy waves plashing on the fine coral sand
beach. The shore is about as far off as the Library from my
house, but Alick generally drives me down and back on account of
the steep hill, and wet bathing clothes to be brought back.

I was thinking all the time of your letter and that I would
answer it and so I will, but meantime I have dried my hair and had
breakfast at 94 o'clock. # i # # it i i
: Now I must give you some account of my circumstances. I am
in a delightful long low Jamaica house with jalousies instead of
windows, 2ll on the ground floor except the servants' quarters be-
low. lly room is about the size of the Doghouse, but it opens on
the Big Salon, or "settin-room", and I live all over the house,
and chiefly out-doors, so it don't signify, although as a matter of
fact, I have no more wardrobe accommodation than in my cabin on
the Nile last year. Everything is still in my trunk, which serves
also to sit on when I am putting on my stockings and shoes, except
that behind the trunk are six pegs on the wall, with all my gowns
on them, My looking-glass is just the size of this piece of pa-
per. I tip it up when I sit down, and tip it down when I stand
up, and thus manage to get partial views of my person as far down
as the waist-line. This don't signify, as I never see anybody,
or rather nobody ever sees me; live in white wrappers and shirt-
waists and my early Victorian skirt. I love it, so unmolested.
Strange to say I am alone with Miss Smith in the house, (except
darks), for my hostess is ill and in bed in another house 4down bhe-
low us, a few steps. Miss Smith is a worthy sort of Useful Cousin.
I am possessed to call her Briggs and did say "Miss Briggs" one
day; since when I can't hreak myself of regarding her privately as
Briggs. It is real Country, with green fields and woods all about,
sloping down to the lovely Caribbean. These woods seem much like
our woods, full of trees, but the trees are of no sort we have deal-
ings with. They are fustic, and Guiness, and logwood trees, and
many others. The air is full of the smell of Pimento, for they
are just gathering the crop, which is very lucrative. Yesterday
we 4drove up to see Bridgewater, a lovely o0ld deserted house they
own, and there they had just gathered and dried the pimento, and
put it in the spare bed-room, which it filled up from floor to ceil-
ing, instead of being in a small tin box, as with us. (Same as
All-spice, I believe%.

It's just like midsummer, but our loveliest breeziest summer
days, with no chill in the breeze, bright sunshine and soft shadows.
I have great dealings with a small black cat, I write letters, tin-
ker my clothes, read the Sun, yarn with Briggs about the fallen



fortunes of Dry Harbour, which "we" own the whole of. I have, in
fact, read the House of Mirth, but it almost killed me, so tragic.
I put off finishing it a whole week (after her aunt died), but last
Sunday, Briggs went to church, so I retired to my Bedside and read
straight to the End with copious tears. It is finely written,
but what Rotten men poor Lily fell foul of. I don't think I shall
read any more while I'm in Jamaica. I'm in great hopes of losing
flesh, for there's nothing much to eat. Fruit is good; limes,
mangos, mandarins, excellent oranges. '

Loving

Susan.
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