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don't mind, it's a waste of sentiment, I suppose, for me to bother
myself. The Tuileries Garden is Jjust as good as ever, those tall
trees all erect and healthy. How they did lie last winter in Pig-
aro etec., or else the French trees like the people have a marvel-
lous faculty of recuperation.

Now that S 311 very well, but not at all what I was to write
about. # iF

We are dellghtfully comfortable here, and yesterday I came to
the conclusion that I was perfectly hﬂppy After the drive of
sight-seeing in London it was bliss to settle down to something
like steadyness--and 211 hands agreed to take things easy. Our
apartment is not so dear that we need hurry to find another at
once; and to get lessons and everything regulated requires calm
and reflection. I am pretty autocratic, and when naggled, gener-
ally reply, "Well, you know there is no hurry,"--which reminds me
of Charles, and has the effect to allay Naggling. I must add al-
so that my army has profound faith in its Commander in chief; Jus-
tified, I must say, by the brilliant success of her strategy.
In the morning the Swiss Gar?moomes and sets the table in the
salon, and about nine we all come out and have Cafe au lait and
delicious bread and butter--all except Annie whose passion is bed
in the morning. I have stores of grapes generally which I add to
my repast. We announce our plans--everybody very independent,
those who can't do the rrench sometimes c¢linging to us, sometimes
risking themselves alone. There is a delightful power of loafing--
I don't do my hair of dress, but havecafe in my robe de chambre.
If we are out we eat lunch at a Boulangerie or Patisserie--but gen-
erally get together to dine at some Restaurant about six. Vhen we
come home after dinner, our Lampe moderateur is burning in the
middle of the table, and we balance our accounts write our letters
and compare the experiences of the day. it i i

It may be supposed that tiere is plenty to do,--and every day
I sally forth and make a little progress--Annie and I have been
several times apartment hunting--and yesterdya we clinched the mat-
ter, and have engaged our rooms for Wednesday when we shall move.
I hope we shall like our new place. Certainly it seems very
pleasant, a sunny apartment au premier, in Rue St. Honore, looking
through Rue d'Alger to the Tuileries Garden, where we have a little
salon and separate rooms, and each psy 2.40 francs a day seulement,
that is to say forty-eight cents apiece. We don't let on much to
the frequent American about our expenditure--but I know by the way
they talk that such cheapness would be considered an impossibility;
for they recommend us, as cheap, boarding houses at 15 francs a
day etec. It remains to be seen of course how we come out with ex-
tras--but we are such lynxes that hitherto our calculations have
proved correct. The only thing skittish is that we have to take
these rooms for a month--ce qui donne a reflechir--and I wish you
could have seen our Committee on Lodging8, sitting in deep thought
on a ricketty kind of sofa in a bedroom at the new place, with the
lsndlady Jjabbering away volubly while we paid no attention, until
fin=11y she said (in French) "if you'd just as lives come down
stairs to reflect, for that Russe who has the room now may come in

at any minute"--e fled. ©She had first given me an idea of the
Salon while the gentleman was in bed in an aloove with his boots
at the door and his clothes on a chair! # r i

Yesterday, also, I had a long course to hunt up Hirsch, Mr.



Hunt's artist, who lives over near the lMarcon's you know. He has
not yet revenu to Paris, but expected today--and so I only left
the letter. I had a funny talk with a small and over precocious
little boy, who was tending the Conciergerie and sweeping out the
cour, with a broom a good deal bigger than himself, in the absence
of his mother. 1In that house dwells lMiss Gardner, artiste imeri-
cain, for I saw her card and letter-boxes ,; i i T

But now I will tell you about my dinner at the Meridith
Read's last evening, to whlch I was bidden by an invitation in a
very big envelope with & huge sesal of the American arms.

Black silk,--hair a 1'Anglais--Cab. Very pretty apartment
Avenue d'Antin, off Champs HZlysees.

My dears, how it reminded me of Egypt--the unfortunate Reads
Doing "travellers". How they must have enjoyed me(!), for the
others were of that American type of which we saw so much in Egypt
and never in Americe,--to wit:--the ----, the----=- und so wieder.
Charles know Mr. or uolonel or General =----, sent out to inspect
the consuls, I don't therefore say anything about him; he was all
very well, but lrs. ----, from @onnecticut, who has been here
with her husband 3 months--has seen everything--done sights with
no let up from Liverpool to Nijini (really) and thinks uve;ything
she has seen is perfectly detestable! Everything American is
better than anything foreizm; "can't bear" any Wine or ale, is
dying for "a drink" of iced water hates French boots, continen-
tal railways, % hotels, thinks sh0pping is cheaper in Connecticut,
loathes Russia, despises Italians, thinks the Germans disgusting,
speaks no language but broad American, has bought a Souvenir at
every place she has seen, has been to every church and picture
Gellery in every town, and longs to get home to a good home dinner
and none of your messes:!

To crown all, I am going shopping with her tomorrow,--to do
the French for her! lMrs. Read is rather an elegant 1little Phila-
delphian, with rather forced good manners. “he scene was rather
amusing, for she and I could not assent to this wholesale tirade--
which gave us two a sort of rapport. However the little ---- was
rather amusing, with her "I says", and her "settin'", and "layin'
around". (I observe a great many "rathers"--I was afraid of over-
stating the scene).

lMr. Read is extremely elegant and well-bred. It was perhaps
a little apparent that both he and medame were doing their duty
by us--but heavens: think of the 17il1l it is. The other guest is
Mr. Babbitt, fresh from Charles, and very polite to me in conse-
quence~-~-as he seemed a little forlorn in Paris, I asked him to
come and see me. Perhaps he will--I sent my love to Hassan in
case he finds him in Alemandria. The dinner at the Read's was
elegantly served a la Francaise--Artificial flowers & dishes of
Fruit (fresh figs) on the table from the beginning--and every
plat served at the elbow,--artichokes for the legume, and chicoree
for the Salade. Coffee and Chartreuse after dinner, and tea after
that--of none of which drinks did Mrs. ---- partake,--but said she
was "just dying for iced water," which seemed a pity as there was
no icej;--but madeira, claret, % champagne. !Mr. Read insisted on
coming home with me in the Cab, and left me at the door. I found
the great big Hotel-door closed, and the Mild Ruffian waiting for
me outside in his shirt-sleeves. He said "la porte est fermee,
II'lle a dix heures; Jje vous ai attendu pour sonner"--and pulled at




the large crooked crumpet which serves as a knob in the middle of
the battant, whereon the She-concierge came and let us in. Alto-
gether, I am sure the Reads do their Consular duties marvellously

well. I shall of course call now on her. Her receptions au Wednes-

days. Then the three men were discussing Government affairs at
Washington, by themselves, I heard Mr. Read say,--"You know Hale
has been at the head of Government all summer." "Oh yes," said the
rest. I wanted to listen more, but lMrs. ---- was gabbling about
vomiting on the llediterranean. "Well,"--as lr. Appleton would say
"g11 that is very interesting." # i i i 7 v

I must just tell about a little cart in the street drawn by a
woman, and full of heart shaped wicker baskets, size of hearts %
rounds, which contained cheese. A woman came out of a house with g
plate. The cheese was turned on to the plate from the basket--rich

thick cream poured on it, for 6 sous. Jxéua%“happymbuygr””venﬁlr
aﬁd~éueanmswuvntng?wWL~hax&wﬁeverWSGEH “themy-g8ineev~ ; ir i



But Jednesday was lMorgan's dinner. IMary Lodge came for me in
e cab at 4 of 7, and we drove, drove, drove to Auteuil which is as
it were Edward's House from Parkers, only the distances are im-
mense. But Auteuil is a suburb, within the city limits. It was
quite different from Edward's, however, in that we rang o loud
bell at the high Gate, Grille, entrance which made that swing open
on its Gonds, and then we found ourselves on the Stage at the Globe
Theatre; that is to say before a vine clad lMaisonette with a deux
battant windows through which yellow light streamed on a gravel
walk, end tinted the ivy borders to the grass-plotsi--g small dog
bar&ed the window opened, and a french Bonne welcomed us. Then
lMorgan advanced elezantly attired in evening costume. Te lives
all alone. i i i The house is low and small but very French--
little Salon connects with a writing-room and behind 1s the tine/
dining-room. Qp-stalrs he has his own Turkish Bath, which is ¥
his present lomem, Nr. Harry Van Schaick, (pronounced "Vonsk01t")
was the fourth--verv agreeable. Ne had deliclous things to eat,
and a lively meal. i i ¥ # 3F Vi #F

u W



The party seems to have been getting on well so far. It is now
on the eve of breaking up, for the Browns leave us tomorrow,--and lr.
Warner on Tuesday. # i 2 s i W
Everybody is very nice to me; in fact, I was hailed as a new element
of vigor % cheer by the whole somewhat depleted party. Iuckily, I
got a good rest in llexico, and the night in Morelia fetched me round,
and besides, the trip here proved to be not my kind of fatiguing.

We came in the train to the end of the Railway now in construection to
this place. It has got about halfway. We all came out at the small
village where it ceases, and I'r. Brown and I flew over stubbly
fields, led by a Mozo, to make sure of our Coche which we had en-
gaged by telegraph, but which we feared might be seized by swarms of
Patzcuaroses, who were in the train. In the Diligence yard we found
the oldest most ramschakle 0ld Concord coach, once red,--such as you
see poked off in o0ld barns to fall to pieces. My Spanish here began
to shine, % it continues to do so, for we now bade farewell to every
known language; and I do the talking at every turn. I am delighted
with my prowess, though of course my speech is horrid, but it works.
Infinitely better than in Spain, or eke in Mexico last year, There
was no trouble, for the dueno of the diligences told all the Som-
breros and people that we had taken all this, and there was another
for them. Downie % I were hoisted on top with (and by) lessrs.
Brown and Tarner, the others, Mr., % lMrs. C. & lrs. B, remained in-
side where by the way, they were pounded to a jelly, and taken out
an inchoate mass at the end of the journey.

It was only three hours, and over very pretty country. The
mules scratched along merrily where they could, but most of the way
was like our o0ld avenue at NMatunuck after the last rain. The day
was bright and clear, and so it is here all the time, but somewhat
cold, very dusty, like certain days we have in August with a sharp
Hortﬁ Bast wind, don't you know, crisp and sparkling, and praised by
some people but not to my taste. This is the climate here in P. for
Peb. and March. The wind is said to come from the Pacific over
snowcapped mountains., The wind blew like sixty, & as we rattled out
of our first village I was painfully reminded of my ride on the
Camel. My hat wouldn't stay on, my hair got loose; I had to hold on
to the railing with both hands, or be pitched off headlong about the
Camel-distance. In a lull I managed to tye my hat firmly on with my
hank'ch'f, and after that enjoyed the whole greatly. Mr. Warner had
2 horrid time with his straw sombrero; at last he took it off % wore
his car-cap; whereby he got fearfully burnt, and is most painfully
blistered since,--a legitimate cause for grumblinge.

This is all more off the track than anything we have done. Ve
see nothing but Indios, or Mexicans of way-back Spanish origin. It
is rolling land with mountain peaks at every hand, barren with
cracked red soil, except for rich green fields of planted watered
grain. It is a farming country, dbut thinly settled. e came upon
the indians digging away at the R.R. which will be done in a month.
They said the same last year;--but you see it is done;--halfway.
About two miles of rattling stone causeway neaerly finished us, be-
fore we drew up at Ta Concordia, the Hotel of Patzuaro.

To be continued in our next.
Always Yr
Susie.
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rooms, a comfortable little grate witn wood fire evenings, for it's
rather colder, and the divil's own wind (mistral) blowing most of the
time. I believe that in liarch the same wirnd just blows round and
round the world without stopping anywhere. We are doing the sights
sedately, Capella Palatina, lovely mosaics of Roger II's time, the
Marina and gardens drive yesterday to a Gorious view of the town from
a Convent. We are waiting for a quiet day to go to lionreale which
is to be seen from 211 parts of the town, it is gloricus up there 1
remember.

iWe play Fooly Ann madly when kept in the house. Amongst us,
one evening, we beat ten games! Carrie five, we three, Louisa two!
They also play together backgammon, cribbage, halma, but I stick to
Fooly. We found here a book by old Alexandre Dumas, which I read
aloud to them as they played Bezique, Speronare, his impressions of
Sieily. You might like it; it's old (in French) perhaps in Athene-
am,

Your
Susie.
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combinations of lines and lights.
This is my opinion; but breathcit not to the Devout Worshipper.
F # 7 # Now I am going to my Bath. I am the only Woman who
bathes at Mt. Desert, the water is so very very cold; but it is de-
licious, and so is the result in freshness and glow.
With regards, the warmest, for lrs. llackintosh and Tva,
Truly yours,
Susie Hale.

"
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I had my deily bath at noon and the tides were just right
water delicious--at 1% 2 struggling lunch--then retirement for all,
meeting on the piaszza by and by and then chat chat till dinner.

In the evening chat again, winding up with 2 solid two hours of
reading aloud. Je have just finished Reoata which delichts 1. .
The secret of the charm is the chat being so good--but how repeat
81l the grave and gay and light good things. 'he great excitement
was the dinner we gave to Princess shika, Dora d'Istria, have you
read about her in the peper? I hope you have in the D2ily. She
is staying with Grece Il1llis Oliver. # + o+ She came to this
country with 3 wishes:

1l. To see urace :llis

2, To see lr. Longfellow 50 the second of these

3. To see .iagars was thus accomplished.

She is an immensc woman, so wide that she has abandoned all
pretence at a figure and was dressed thus on arriving. (Picture)
This looks quite like her. _he cloak is black velvet trimmed
with heavy lace. On removing her cloak the waist showed itself
thus (picture) a mere sack (but the likeness is much better in
the top one). <This material was a thick kind of brocade of a
peacock-neck nature, trimmed flat with lots of o0ld Italian lace.
I helped take off the bonnet % the button of it got all mixed in
e mass of rats and chignons which made Annie compare her to the
Jhite Queen in Alice,--(you kmow & whole brush % comb zot lost in
her hair). But she is a dear gzood worthy woman, talking very
crude English but preferring to speak that, so we had to suppress
our other languages. She sate by lr. Longfellow at dinner, and
rather held the talk herself, speaking of Albanians and Byron and
Wallachians and Dalmatians ete. Grace Oliver sate on the other
gide of Mr. L. # # . and from her we extracted gossipping
information about the Princess, her Italian maid, her other zood
clothes, etec. After dinner the P smoked right stoutly, after

.

dallying with two or three cigarettes, settled down to one of the
Poet's biggest cigars. Te all sate in the evening-lizht on the
pilazza, where coffee was brouzsht. Once she said "now it was be
warra naice if for somebod; how of this interaestinz--this---
what you call circle--~to says out of the loud, what Jou c2ll---
rehearse--~--that what any some of his poem~--what jou say? That
ware so very byutiful, here to sit with the varry Poet--what you
call--to--hark wgs how he write." Or words to this effect, from
which we gateh her idea. e all shivered;--"liss Hale" was
feebly called upon but was unequal to the occasion;--when after
a blank pause the dear Poet coyly said he thought he could do a
very little one himself,--and very gracefully reveated "the llni-
den and the Weathercock", Principesso calling out "Bravo: Bravo"
and "That is most byutiful" at every pause. They departed with
many expressions of mutual esteem. Mr. Appleton was very funay
about her next day, and so we all were in fact. 1llind we loved her
in spite of her greatness, and Grace Tllis says she is a perfect
1 ad'y ’ i/: u u

Today was so breczy and lovely that with one accord it was de-
cided to sail hither in the Alice! so I hurriedly packed my trunks,

OO



a shop apparently, with a counter for the sale of pulque, in a 1
large sandy square with two great "Barren-Fig-"trees,--(But stop, I
forgot to say that we turned aside about an hour out from Oaxaca, to
drive down a lane to a church enclosure where there is the Great
~Tree of Zule, It's an Ahueherete or cypress, like those at Chapul-
tepec, 1it's waist is as big (118 feet circumference) round as the
I red-parlour at Matunuck,--a fact,--you walk and walk round it,--much
larger than the Sequoias of California, but not so fine a tree in
: . height, A section of it would look like this sort of, (picture) as
| if many seeds, or nuts, had fallen in the same place, and grown to-
: ’ gether, Quite wonderful, but a freak, I den't take much stock in
those things). So here we were 2t liitla, and Don Sr. Felix de Some~ ;
thing, the owner of a hacienda, comi.;z out in his shirt sleeves to .
welcome us, e had been told awful things about the 3qualor of this
place, so of course we were delighted to find 1t most attractive,
Arched arcades again round an immense Patlo crowded with orange
bearing trees, oleanders, hibiscus, roses, sincing birds in cages.
It was so shady that the sun (open roof of course) only trickled in
under the arcades in a green light where all the rooms opened.
Carry had the state Salon with a bed in it, a long narrow room hung
with chandelliers and looking glasses, stuffed with worsted work,
shell work, wax oranges, rickety furniture with red satin seats, a
woollen carpet,--our rooms diminished in grandeur as we went farther
round the patlio, Loulsa's had a window with no glass, & iron bars,
and mine had no window at all to speak of hut a huge great double
door opening on the Patio. On the whole, it was only two o'clock
when we got there so we fell on beds, except Louisa who elected to
proceed at once with Rosalie to the Ruins; that is, as soon as we
had had a very good meal of Sopa, and tongue stewed with rice, and
good coffee., Then I came off my bed, I made myself known to lirs,
Saville, the wife of the Chief Kxcavator of these Ruins, Your father
doubtless knows of him, he is Professor of Ethnology etc- and half
the cuts of these Aztec etcsy remains in books are from his photo-
grap ;8. She 1s a charming youns woman, niece if you please to Rev,
e Lygp, your neighbor--a Salem woman, delighted to see me, whom she 2
had been taught to expect, Her husband away, so she offered to show
us everything, and Carry had Rosallio get out the 6 mules, and at
4 1/2 (her with us) drove to the entrance. The remains, and their
restoration are immensely interesting, and she, lrs, 5., 1is deeply
informed& We found Loulsa wrastling with a llexican Guide, having
seen nothing, but now all was delightful, it is not fatiguling, the
sunset lights coming on, Companions got intensely interested in =x
Z Zuetzalcoatl, we all sate on the side of a newly found cruciform
chamber, & talked Boston gossip, lrs. Saville starved for such food,
All slept very well, on Lard beds;--the llexicans tinkled gultars &
sang as we were going to sleer. It is said that Wolves howled in
the dawn but unluckily I didn't hear them. I had a lovely bath in a
great tin bath tub out in an off sort of washih house, Altogether 1it
was a great success, & here we are back at Tlacaluna,
Your Susan,

Qaxaca, Hotel de France
Wednesday morning;

I found I had left this half-pace, so I will re-
port our return safe and sound, a lovely drive into this funny town
over rattling stones, but covered with dust, mouths full, tilroats
full, noses full, hair glued to my head-top, but no matter, Compani-




ons cheerful, our same rooms preserved for ua and menials smiling.
Dr, Savlille, who is here, bringing his aunt and her Japanese maid up
from Vera Cruz, called on us in the evening., He is a charming fel=-
low, only 34, blond, beau Jjeune homme, yet full of his excavations,
his nice wife and £ children., He knows plenty Boston People, HMr. C.

P, Bowdltch amongst others, so I must write Katy about him, He

gave us lots of points about our future movements; and at dawn this
morning I heard him ride off on hils beautiful horse to Mitla, which
he will reach at i1, They bought a copy of "Family Flight in Mexi-
co," to see if 1t was safe to bring children here!--which makes them

friendly-==-- After I was in bed came your mother's delightful letter

D s et

of Feb. 4th.
¥r

S.
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