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Literature for Children.

In this advanced age of public education, with such well-
equipped schools and colleges, when one can find a publie
library in almost every community, when the subject of child
study and development is one of the leading topies in education,
the demand for proper reading matter for children has become a
vital question, This has perhaps naturally resulted from the
large gquantities of Juvenile reading being forced upon the
public every year, a very smull proportion of which has any 1lit-
grary or instructive quality to recommend it and the larger
part of which 1a certainly harmful.

The mature person can sasily diseriminate, selecting that
which 48 gfood, which instructs, or elevates and casting aside
the chaff to burn in an unquenchable fire. With the children it
is different. As they are unable to seleact for themselves, We
must do it for them, and 1t must be dune with nvan greater cuare
and foretnought than we 3hould use 1n selacticurhur own reading.

In the dayas of our farefathers it was different. The
conditions surrounding the home life wers simpler and the
development of the child was attended with fewsr complications

than now, The quantity and quality of children's books were ao
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meager, With the changes in the echild's environment to~-day,
the question which naturally presents itself to us is, Are we
to leave the child surroundsd by this great mass of material I
which is thrown intoc the world every year, to starve in the |
midst of plenty, or shall we with careful hands sort out that |
which 18 pure and wholesome and feed with care a developing mind
In Colonial times the child occupied a sad and gloomy '
position, The parentsa were sxtremly strict, and in HKngland
they were even stricter,though that seems an impossiblity.
Fe was expected to be perfectly ovedient and to perform his
duties with punectuality and pgéreision. The old proverb that
"little Children should be 8seen and not heard™ was instilled
inteo kis mind. OChildren were tuught reading, writing and
arithmetic., After receiving instruetion in thess three branches

a pupil was considered to be "wall educated,"™ quite differsent

from the pressnt time, when the various sciences a~e being
introdnced to interest the child in his scheool 1life.

Reading was taught at first from the Fornbuock, which was
made of a thin piece of wood usually four or five inches long
and two inches wide; on this was placed a sheet of paper a

little smaller, At the top was printed the alphabat in both ‘
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large and small letters; below this were some simple syllubles
such as, ab, eb, ib, ob,; then followed the Lord's Prayer.
$his paper was covered by a thin sheet of yellowish horn which
was nearly transparent,so that the words were easily read
through 1t; the whole was fastened to thke board by & narrow
strip of metal which bound the edges.

The Hornbook was followed Ly the Primer, which until after
the Refurmation in England, wa: fTor private devotion, and
contained the services of the hours, Lord's Prayer, Ten
Conmmaniments, and Psalms. But the real successor of the )
Fornbook was known g8 the New KEngland Primer, fitly called the
nlittle Bible of llew Enpgland.™ This comprised of the alphabat,
ghort syllables such as are Tound in the Hornbook, followed by
words of longer syllables, the Lord's Prayer and the "Shorter
Catechiam,” so named to distinguish it from the Catechism in
England, called "The Careful Father and Pious Child,"™ which
consisted of twelve hundred questiona and answers, while the
"Shorter Catechism®™ had only one hundred and seven qusstions
with some very long answers,

These books together with the DBible were all that the
little ones had to read; and not until 1660, do we hear of any

books written expressly Tor children. And then the titles
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ware ao mournful that the boys and girls of to-day would surely
be frightened Erightened at hearing them. At that time James
Janeway published two bocks, one of which was sntitled "A Token
for Children, beinpg an Exact Account of the Conversion, Eoly
and EBremplary Lives and Jovful Deatha of Beveral VYoung Childrenl
There was also "The Loolking Olass for Children®™ in which ons |
1ittle girl says,-
"When by 8pectors 1 behold
What Beauty doth adorn me
Or in a glass when, I behold
How sweetly Ood did form me,
Hath God auch caﬁiinaun bestowed
And on me made to dwell

What pity such & pretty mald

As 1, should go tc Felll®
There is little wonder that the children of that time were
always talking about their sinful nature and possibility of
going to BHell, Think of children in our own day reading the
"Spiritual Milk for Boaton Babes drawn from the Breast of the
01d and Tiew Testamenty by John Cotton, and "The Day of Doom;
or a Poetical description of the great and Last Judgement” by {

Michael Wigizlesworth. 1s i1t surprising that Hetty Sewall, an
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innocent child of nine, "burat into an amazing ery" after read-
ing such books as these, and sald "she was afraid she should
goe to Hell, her sins were not pardomfjed?" 1t is heartrending
to read Judpge Bewall's entry in his diary at thia date. He
says "Betty can hardly read her chapter for weeping. Tells she
is afrald she is gone back, Does oot taste that sweetness in
reading the Word which once she did." Pocr Eettyl perhaps one
thing which added more tc¢ her discouragemsnt is that in the
same entry Judge Sewall writes concerning two of her little
friends; one of whom, Phoebe HBartleti, was converted at the
age of four; and the other, Jans Turell, "asked many astonish-
ing questions about divine mysateries™ before she was five,
Ancther child, an infant, before she was twelve months old
would lie in her c¢cot with hands clasped 1istening to the
precious words, thougn she could say put littlﬁrﬂhﬂ would cry
"Ho! Hol"and lock wistfully at the Bible on the shelf if her
parents sat down t0 breakfast without either prayer or reading.
Such were the prodigies of those days,

In 1678 Bunyan's Pllgrim's Progress was published in
England, and three years later it appeared in America. Though
riot exactly a book for children it together with Hobinson

Crusoe published in 1714 and Gulliver's Travels which appeared
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in 1726, has been calmly appropriated by them; and one may
doubt if there are any bocks which have been more widsely read
than these.

Although a few children's books were written in the
seventeenth century, it was not until 1744 that there was any
real interest taken in this form of literature. 1t was then
that John llewbery, an English publisher, who settled in London,
i1ssued a series of boocks, the first of which was called
" A Pratty Little Pocket Book." This contained a nmumbar of
short stories and quaint cuts; among them, "Jack-the-Giant
Killer," which has come down to our own duy. These books were
published in echeup editions, commonly called "Chap~-Books," and
sold for about a penny & piece, lewbery wrote the greater
number of them. The rest were by various duthors of that period

1t was about this time that "Little Red Riding Food" came
out, edited by Perrault, also Dr, lsaac Watt's famous book of
"Divine Songa" for young people; and "Goody Twa-éhnua,' Bupposed
to have been written by Oliver Goldsmith, soon Tollowed.

The latter was an interesting account of a little girl by that
name who had only ons shoe, which was badly worn out; and when
cne fine day she had a present of & new pair, she lmmediately

started out, telling everybody of her good fortune.
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The story is qualnt and prettily told. Following these were
the "Leila Books," and the "Fairchild Family,™ by Mras. Sherwood.

Although the books had begin to be somewhat more worldly
in tons, they were still mostly religious, lsarly all wers
similar to "Seven Little Boys in Heaven and EHow they got there,”
each chapter of which deals with the adventures of these saven
good little boys and how they finully found the sought-Tor
place, All died not plder than ten years, In the "Falrchild
Family® Lucy i1s constantly reproving her mother and father for
wickedness and compelling her brother to recite long passapges
from the Bible as & punishment for some mischievous act.

There 13 one book which deserves special mention, for two
rezsons: first, because it has hesn a more formidable rival of
"Robinson Crusoe™ than any other book published in the elght-
eanth century; and secondly, though not a model yet it has been
& source of great inspiration to other writers, This work 1is
Mr, Day's "Sandford and Merton," published bstiween 1783 and
1789, Soandford ia the son of a poor man and i3 geod, courageous,
industrious and unpretentious; while Marton is the son of a
rich man and is mean, cowardly, lazy and possessed of an exag-
gorated idea of his own importance. The real aim of the

duthor was to express hls ideas ¢n the system of fashionable
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education at that time, The book 4s interesting to the his-
torian as well as the child.

it is this "Sandford and Merten" which is supposed to have
infiuenced Maria Edgeworth, All her characters are strongly
centrasted; her "Little Dog Trusty™ dezls with a liar and a
boy of truth; "fhe Orange Man™ with the honest boy and the
thietr; "The Cherry ﬂrchurnﬂ with doings of good-natured Mariamme
and her ill-tempered cousin Owen. There is ome thing, however
which this sharp contrast has brought about, and that is reform
in counduct; for what child could possibly read such strongly
didactic talea without feeling their iInfluence. Charlotte X,
Yonge says, that the bocoka which she eanjoyed the most were
iiss Rdpeworth's "Jemima Placid," "Perambulations of a Mouse"
and "Villiage BSchool.®

With the nineteenth century children's books of a differ-
ent oruer began to appear, a5 soma titles would indicate;

Garden talks with Children, Ramhles among the woods, to-
gather with "Boy's and Girl'a Library,"™ 8 series of works
treating of the Watural Sciencesa, Travel, Religion and Eistory,
in the form of family talks written by Unele Philip, Then there
similar cnes oun miracles of the sea:ons, the marvels of repro-

duction, tne movemsent of sun, moon and stars, and the thought
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of Ood a8 Muker and Disposer, which greatly enlarged the field
of the child's thought and imaginaticn.

Une of Engiend's best story-tellsrs for children is Miss
Yolesworth, who wrote the "Adventures of Eerr Baby," "Iwo Little
Waifs," YA Christuas Child"™ and & host of otliers, all suitable
Tor youthful reading, ¥iss Moleworth's great charm lay in her
common. sense talks expressed in a good struightforwardd way with
no lurking sentimentality. FHer Simplicity of style and her

sympathy for children are unbounded.

Other English writers are A, L, 0. E.- A lady of England=-
who is Charlotte Tucker; and Charles L. Dodgson, better known
Ly his peeudonym, Lewis Carroll, who wrote "Alice Adventures in
Wonderiind," "Through the Looking-Glass® and "The Punting of
the Enark& The first two probably did more fo make him Tamous
than sither his preaching or muthematical lectures, during nis
¢connection with Christ Church, Oxford.

One writer lus said thut " & more cupable pen than Dr.
GQeorpe MscDonald has never catered to children." HMany whole=-
gome lessons are to learned from his works, Dr., lmcDonald's bhocks
are essentially books for all, young and old, who love conscien-

tious workmanship, and changing i not stirring situationay
Witk Dr. MacDonala, Louisa M. Alecott might be properly classed.
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iiss Alcott's works have the true ring to them; they are simply
told and very realistic. 1f the readesr be a girl, she will
invarably imagine herself to be either Jo, or Beth, or Polly,
whichaver character appeals to her most,

Then there are Susan Coclidge, Helen Funt Jackson, Lucy
C. Lillie and Kate Douglas Wiggin for girls and Marryat, Robert
Louls Svevenoon, Trowbridge, Thomas Knox, Kirk Munrce, Fruncis
Hodgson Burnett, Henty, and Kipling for boys, together with
Andrew Lang and his numerogus foiry tales. In addition to these
authors, might be named & host of others all of whom have

written hooka full of healthy activity that it does one jood
to read about., Who, Tor instance, can lose himseslf in "Tom
Brown" without being better for it ? Even the 0ld Boys feel a
thrill of pleanurs as they re-read the account of Toem's educa-
tional experiences and recall old school days., And "Little
Lora f:&tlarﬂy“ has already won for itsell a place among
Juvenile classies,

ThHat books have greal influence upon children can be
reafdily seen in the previcusly related incidents; and it is
evident that the greatest care should be exercised in selecting
their reading. The importance of this is widversally recognized.

Teacners are given speciul training in child study in the
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Formal Bchools. Librariaus are fittiug up special rooma for
the children, with & 5killful person in charge to direct the
minds of the 1ittle ones; and to-day this departiment of the
publiec librery 15 recognized as the most important of all,

‘ In selecting books one writer says:- "All that answers to
the fascination of the horrible, whether the forms ba ghosts,
erimes, tortures, punishments, blood-curdling seenes or haire
breadth escapes; all that dnvites gloomy thoughts or intro-
spection; &ll books that deal with subjects which kave no
proper pluce in the child 1ife, however commendable otherwise;
all that deals with subtilitles, cunning, intrigue. Sacial or
domestic problems; all that exploit viclent emoticns - all
extremes whataoever should be aveided.”

Would this writer consider as anéaxtramé *The Babes in
the Woods," over whose 5ad Tate o many childish tears have
been shed 7

Belecting bocks will ever be a perplexing question. Care
and tact must be exercised. The Teeling - "OL he's only a Loy
give him anyihing™~ has been found te be very harmful. Many
have seoquired n decided dislike for reading, because they have
Laen victims of this spirit.

¢ It is here that ths teachers have a rare oppartunity.




-

Ho one kmowe the temperament of the child better. Fis peculiar-

-12-

ities, imaginations, likes and dislikes are being constantly
displayed in the achoolroom, In many cases she knows the child
better than ite parents, and ig, therefore, the one person who
cari help him in his reading, by supgesting those baoks whieh she
kmows will suit him. The 1library is the key to the situation,
and with the co-cperation of the librarian a great deal can be
pecomplished, With his help lists can be prepared and Lhe
scholar's tastes and inclinations discoversd. In short each
case can bs diagnosed and the proper remedy applied; and event-
ually the child wiil Pecome an enthusiastic reader, snjoying
those books which are helpful and instructive and an sid to him
in his school work, One of the Commissicners of educaticn in
Massachusetts has sald, that the child of the ecity school is
invariably more advanced than the one of the sama age Trom the
country, because he has read more and what he has read has been
supplementary to his achiocol woerk,

The librarian does embrace the oppertunity effered him;
and in the short time ha has to talk with the juvenile patrons,
finds ocut many interesting things about them, their tastes and
ambitiona, favorite authors and studies, But all this must be

done with care aud in an honast way; the librariun must show
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a genunine interest or they will be quick toc see that there is a
motive behind it 2ll and become very reilcent, especially so,
if a boy 1s an admirer of the wildly sensational, The question
has arisen. Fow may these boys Le led to read better hooks 7
Thia can be done only by the education of taste. Bouoks of
travel or adventure, like Marryat's and Henty's have often made
the boy forget hia cheap novel and led him unconscicusly to

the story of the "Odyssey”™ and the "Iliad," while the exploits
of Alexunder the (reat, Caesar, or llapoleon have nesver falled
to excite an interest., 1In this way he i5 led to better things;
4 desire is scon awalkened for travel, hislory and bicgraphy;
and the vicious bock btecomes distastelul.

But with the teacher and 1ibrarian must co-cperate the
homs, 1ts influence is most important, if the best results are
to be obtained., It has been well szid, "lo greater good
fertune can befall a child than to Le born into a home where
the best bouks are rsad, the best music interpreted, and the
best talk enjoyed; for in these privilepes the richest educa-~
tional opportunitiss ere supplied.”

lic matter it the reading be limited. Teach the children

to acquire wholesome habite of reading and to use bocks,
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They will thus not only beccms familiar with the best that has
bean thought and said, but will themselves learn to think and
to express their thoughte. Yhen thelr acquaintance with books

will bacome a aource of definite pgain.
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