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liorth Kingetown in the Revolution.

¥o colony in uroportion to ite size played e more prominent
part in the American Revolution than Rhode Island. Though the

- mmallest, it was by no means incignifiennt in its epirit of pa-
$rictism.

Yesar the southern limit of Rhode Island lies Worih Kingatow,
vhoge song were mmong the firat to go to the Lront in 1776. The
tovn is now a mapufacturing nd agrioultural distriet: it hes no ;
citive, the nearest appromch to one being Wickford, & quaint old
village of about eight hundred inhabitants. The seitlement of
place was begun beforc 1640, vhen |ichard fmythe built the old
"Hlock House." Lodowilck Updike, who ovmned a large tract of land,
married Smythe's Amughter, and what is now the villege of Wickfor
was then called Updike's Newtown in honor of tie Undike family.
™his name was retained for = long time, but finally it was changed
to Wickford. It is mot known whether the nams is a contraction of
Liodowick's Tord , from the ford at the north of the village, or
vhether Wickford was so oflled from the old town in England, The
latter theory, however, is considered the more probable,




In 1774, at the thought of war in the near Muture, the whole
tovn was aroussd with patriotic feeling: and when the Fresident
called for volunteers, there was a generous response. A nuuber of
the houses in which the soldiers enlisted are #till in good condi- |
t!scn. It 18 claimed that men were mstered at both of the sld ho- l
tele on Maln Street, and that CGeneral Vashington rtayed ai the |
Ferragansett liouse., There le a tredition that vashington when yaee-
ing through Wickiord dined at the Siythe-lipdike House, or Jocun- |
soussuc, as it is sonetines called, This is the oldeet residence |
in Wiekford, having been built before 1640. Iuring the early Indian
Vars it was ueed for a fort, and sarved its purpose well. Other
noted men besides Washington, ocrong vhom were come of the Prench
officers, were cntertained there during the Revelution. Anotler
old structure which was built before the Revelution, iz the Robin-
aon House, near Domnnet Point. Prom here “"Unfortunate Heannak Robin-
son" eloped with a Prench tutor, and in one of the chambers may bo
seen the little oupbomrd vhere she was accustomsd to conceal her
lover whenever she heard her father apyroaching. It is seld thst Lo
Fayette and his ofTiocers stayod there for socue tines, and evidense |
of their sojourrn still remaine in the officere’ names cut on the
panee of glass with their diawond rings.
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Before war actually broke out, North Eingstown gave aid to the
citigens of Boston in the form of catile and money. In February,
1775, Worth Kingetown made a call for one hundred and forty guns,
which were sent at ongs, and in March the town was apportioned ite |
alzandtion.

Soon alfter the wer began, the Oeneral Asssmbly had one of
South Eingstown's field pleces assigned to North Kingstown, This
gun won great honers by saving Wickford from dsstructien in 1777,
and agein by helping in the capture of a British ship whish ground-
od on Point Judith, The British fleet, thinking that Wicklord was
vithout defenders, sent out a company to burn the village. Just es
they were entering Wickford Harbor, the old fileld piece fired on
them, ¥illing one and causing a decided change in the minds of the
eneny. If that csmmon hed not given such timely aid, there might
have been nothing but yruins today, to show where the villesge of
Vickford once stood. South Kingstown was very grateful for the :
assistance which the gun rendered, for without it the mmmq
prebably have done imeoh denage, and finally escaped. The Tories
spiked 1t, but that did not long delay the sturdy defenders of the
town;: they drdlled it out and drew it to Point Judith, where theyv |
at onee began sction againat the English ship which was grounded
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thepe. The veesel soon survendered, and was teken to Providence.
It proved to be the twenty eight gun frigate, Syren, carrying =
crew of one mundred and twenty edght officers and men.

In 1777 General Yashington ordered all the Rhode Island troomn
to the Jerseym, leaving the comast in an almost dsfencelese condi-
tion. This, of course, wWae very dangerous, as the coast when unde-
fended, is so casy of acesss to the enemy. A nunmber of men from
Vickford ralsed a coupany for the protection of the tewm, and peti-
tioned the Oeneral Assembly to grant them a charter; whereupon it
was voted that *The petitioners, with such others as shall enlist
with them, not exceeding sixty four men, exclusive of comuisioned
officers, be incorporated into a separnte and distinet militaxy
nmwwﬁamdmﬁmmawullwhoMWmﬂ]
captain, two lioutenante, and one ensign.* In 1778 the legislature
pagsed an act vhich allowed slaves to enlist, and a company of
negroes with white officers wes voon raised in the town.

The depredationa of the British ceaused much trouble in Nexrth
Eingstown. Farpe wore devastated, and oatile stolen, and sometines
even the inhabitants were seiced, and thelr dwellings destroyed.
™wo men whom they carxied ofT were taken to Newport, and there con-
tracted the small- pox, of which one of them dled: but the other,
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having previously vaccinated himself, recovered. it another time
two families living just north of Wickford were turmed out of doors
in the middle of the night, by the English soldiers. One of the
houses was burned, but the other, since it belonged to a Tory, wes
eaved. The men were marched to the water, put into a boat and faken
to Newport, where they wepre Liprisoned. The intercession of a woman
secured the speedy release of one; the other was forced to remaln
in srison until the British troope left Rhode Island,

Among the men from North Lingstdh who took part in the war,
two of the most notable were George Baboock and Smmel Phillips.
Eaboook's name is the firet on the petition of the Newtown Rangers
fu-m.mmmﬂmmmmutnaI
American Navy,having taken many nNritish ships with his smnll veascl
manned by one mmdred snd thirty men. Sammel Phillipe was at one
time lisutenant of Baboock's ahip:! at another he ocoumended one of
the five vessols which so succesefully captured Preecott. In his
Journal Captain Fhillips says, *I have ever strove hard and suffere
mash to help gain the independence of my country, and am ready to |
etep forth egrin and oppose any power that shall endeaver to injure
y country and her rights." This is genuine American patriotism, tn
kind that is felt a8ll over our land today. It has been esaid that
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"Howhera heat more patrlotioc hearta than in Aperica.®

It may be that no great deeds were donme in North Kingstown -
ring the Revolutionary War; but the patriotic spirit of Lbrave men
was shown by their prompt and united action: and if the citizens
of today vempond as nebly and spiritedly as 414 thoee heroes of '7¢,
we have nothing to fear from the struggle in which the nation is
now engaged., At best war and bloodshed are a terridble calmmity, and
we will trust that soon the warring nations shall be at peace, and
the oppressed and the opireseor shall recognize each other ms broth-

GY8.
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