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TENNYSOR'S DZ4T 70 THE “HORTE d* ARTAUR.
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TERNYSON'S DRET T0 THE MORTE J37ARTHUR,

¥ors thap [cor penluries ago, when the art of ptiﬁting‘had:
Josgtl besn introduced iato ¥nsland, the first editisn of 3ir Thomms |
¥alory's “Morte d’Arthur” appeared at Nestminater, This book with its
ftliqi-di daring advesture, ils pictures of chkivalric deeds performed
by Eing Arthur and his chosen inichts of the Round Table, stirred the
imaginalion of many & young reader: and zben thrawe centuries later 2
copy of it fell ints the hands of the boy Tennyson, it aroused in him
the dssirs to write of tha glariaus exploits sf 8Sritzin’s early king.
The desire of Lbe boy becaze the lifework of Lhe man, and siter fortly
years “The Tdylls of the King," witk 2ll Llbeir Zrace of form and beauty
of cexprescion , dere givan Lo the rorld, and the post’c ain sas
raalizad.

Tennyson’s work 13 compesad of twelva books: each affording
a #lispes into the charactsr of thez noble xing and Wls valianl knighbts.
Yalory”™s work is much longer and i3 amore like a bhistory: ¥alory is tbe
realigt, Tennyson the idsalizti. !n ¥alory we sre conssious of the
artisan, 1n Tafinysan af tbe srtist. Thatl Tennyson rsceived his in-
spiratison {rom Valory is amdeniastle; but in thke dsvalopsent of that
fnspiration he despended only uson his osg thousghls apd fanciss, his

@¥D conceptions of what was dood and joble in zankind.
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In ihe Vorie 4"Artbur. KinZ Artbur sommands ¥erlip, the
iize man of tbe court, to 2o to Leododrancs and ask the hand of
Suinsvere in marriage. The king gladly consents snd sends bis daughter
with Werlin lo Arcthur, giving biw at toe sews tize the [azous Bound
Table with cue bundred chosen knighls,

The firsl book of the “Idylls”™ 13 "The Joming of Arther.”
As Temnysen tells Lbe tory, Leodeodran, Hind of Jameliar, had one
daugbter, Suineyers, wbo wag very dear (o him. The couontry round about
was continually ravaged and )laid wsste by "beathsr hordes froa bsyond
the sza.” Leodogran beard of Artbur “sswl: orowned”™ and sent to him
for aid. i&s yet Wing Arthur kad astomplisked oo desds of arms. tul be
came al Lbe simsons of Leododran; and as ba and bis knlgbts rode by,
Guinevere stoocd by the caslle-wall tc waleb Lhem pess. Artlur saw and
loved her: =pd whbep hs bad manguered Lhe invader, he asked as 2 reward
tha hand of Guipevere. King Leodogran was very loalh to Zrant: his
teguasl especially as Arihur ass bslieved to be a wsurocer and not of
reyal pletb. &rtbor'’s friende czae lormard apnd proved bim to be Lthe
son of Kin# Utner, the lorwer ruler of thé zountry. Laodofran sant
sessengers ¥ith hia consenl to Arthur's courd:

“Yhen Arthur charfed his warrior whom he loved
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And honorad most, 2ir Lancelot, ta ride forth
ind bring Lbe Quean, and watehed bin froa the Zate
ind Ltncelot passed 2w¥ay amoof the flowers
Faor then wes later fpril and returned
izong Lhke {lowsre of %ay, with Suinevers.”

The followions thrae bocks of the *Idylls,”— *“Jarath and
Lynette,” "The Warriage of Ceraint,” "Jeraint asd Enid"-- appear to
have no counterpart ic Malgory: but the naxt, "Balin and Balan® corres-
ponds to "The Hoaok of 3ir Balin tbe Savege” io the "Morte d'Arthur”.
The narratives of tbe two difler Zrsatly Gowsver. 1B this case
$alory’s tale iz more plclurssgue apd romantic ihap that of Tenayson,
apd it is worthy 3f nots, that Lhis is tine only lostancs shers the
stary of the gost is less ideal than Lhal ol the prose writler.

Tha books of "Verlin and Tivisn® and“Lancelot ani Elaine®
follow, In these the reader alsc sees a great 4ifferencs in the
treataent shich the two writsrs have given the same subject. Thes
somas the "Story of the Search fop the Holy Srail.” This is the wmost
beautiful af the “Idylls.= In 3L, the poet sxoresses what is true and
noble in himself, and bis trust and beliaf 1l tbe psalily of the

spiritual lifa, The atory i3 faziliar ts everyoms. Hinl Artbur’s
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kpighis slart oul in search of Lhe “Hgly 3rail", the cup wade saored

4

by our Baviour's use al the Last Supper, and all prove unworiby save
Salahad, the gulleless koizht, she throush his beantiful pure life

receives tha reward denied to all bis brotber knighis.

¥2alory's descriplisn of the “"Ssarch for the Holy 3rail” is

such lon#er tban Lbat of Tennyson, Lul one feels in reading it that it
i3 merely an account of soae zarvelous adventure: while im the 'Id:llsT
one recodnizes tbe spiritual signifizsance of that guest. Tennyson
himgelf said of it, "I have sxzpressed there my strongesl feslings as ¢
the reality of the Unsssn.” These tbrec. yersess of Arthur’s spsech at
the closes of tb¢ poem are Lhe “spiritually®™ zentirel lines of tbe
*Tdylis”.,

"in sosenile when he [eels be caonot dis,

Kor knows bissalf nc vision of bimsalf

Nor the Uigh Jod a vision.”

L

In ¥alory's "GBook of Yordan le ¥ay,” toera ig 3 story
shich corresponds to Iennyson's “Felleas apd Etarrel dul the Worts
4" Artber has po companion to. the poel’z tale of Tristap and Isclde
which be tells ip®the Last lournasent.”

The aext book ol ¥zlory 1g Lhet of “3ir Lenselol and the
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;1;;;- this corresponds to Tasnyson's “Suinevere.” [n Mslory the
narralive is as follaws; B2ir Vodred spreads [alse reports of Sir
Lancelet 3nd the Susen. The kine, instead of proving their falsity,
banishes Jir Lanaglsl from ths court. The knight goes to his own
¢astle, there bis kinsuen and followsrs jein bis and tell bhim thal the
gusen bas bsen condsmped te dsath 2pd that she is to be burned, 3ir
Laneelot determines to raescue her, althouzh he knows Lthatl many bravae
knights will he sacrificed in the atteszpt. Fe cooneals himsell with
his fellowers until Lhe guccon pazses Uy ta Lhe slske, they then rush
forward, scatter ths Zuard that surrounds ber, and 3ir Lancelot carris
her to bis castle Joysue Tard. For 2 lenZ time war rades betwsen Sir
Lancelol and the king and “"many goodly kpights era slain." At length-
tbe knisht goes to the king apd tells hiz tbat ths gueen has been
falsely accused, and bage Gim to ailow bher ts return to the court,
firthur finslly conaents to ber return, 3ir Lancelol brinss the gueen
to the king, then lesves the court forever.

Tbhe narrative of Tepnysan's “Fuinsvere i3 very different,
Throu#h the iresshery of VModred, Hinz Arthur learns of Lancelot's love
for Quirevare., Wheo the Queen hears that ber disloyalty to the king

is discovered, she Tless to the cloisler 3t Alzsbury and Lancelol Zoes
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ta his own fortress, In the mesantime Qir Modred incites the other
kpights to revelt aZainst their king. Artbur finds the Jueen bidden
in tbs cloister, Zranta ber bis pardon, and tells her Lbal although |
they can never be united adainm oo earth, be still loves her snd they
m2y be reunited in the bsavenly life. He then bids her farewell aad
seta oul Lo subdoe Wodred and ithe traitor knifhis. Juinevers remains
in the cloister; and when the Abbess dies,
“she for her good 4eeds apd ber pure life

And for the power of ministraticn in ber,

And likewise for the high raok she had borse,

fiae chonen Abbess, there zn Abkess lived

For thees brief years, and there ap 4bhess passed

To wbere beyond tbese voices Llbere i3 peace.”

And now we come to tbe dsalb of Arthur, Io toe ¥orle
d'Arthur, Wodred ls lefil in charde of the zountiry., while King Artbur
goss to fishk! Sir Lancelot. Hodr=d ssurps the throne, sends out
reporis of King ictbur’s Jdeatlb and plans Lo #ed Svinevere, The gueen
ghots berself up in the 2ity of Cendsn: Arlbur stlarts to relurs to bis
kingdon; ¥odred raises an army to oppose him; 2 hattle follows in

which the king is zortal|y wounded. Wben Jusep Guinevers bears that

B
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be is dead, sbe enlers the nunnery at Alwsbury, apd dwells there untii
ber o¥n death,

Tennyson's slory in “The Fassing of Arthur” is quite dif?nrané
Prom this. Bslfore the battle between Arthur and bis traitorous knightﬁ
the king bze 2 vision which werps biw thsl be will be killed by
Yodred. The battle ©teZins and Arthur is [fatally wounded. GEeiore
dyine bs coamands Sir Badivere, the only knifht who has remsined
faithful to bim, to cast bhis madic sword Excalibur into the Lake,
Twice Sir Bedivers, thinkinZ it 3rans tc throw awmey suoch 2 sonderful
waapon, hides it on the shore, in hopee of satisfyins bis lord apnd of
gaving the sword. The king is not deceived, bowsyer, and 3ir Bedivere
is finally obliged to obey bis command. 4z bhe casts it into the waler,
Bz seez & bhand Srasp apnd draw LIL bapealh Lbe surface. 3ir Bedivere
retorns and tells tbe kinz what has happepned. The latier is al last
gatislisl and bids the knight carry biwm to the ghure of the lake. &
boat containing three gueens pow approsches. They lift Ximg Arthur
into it, and them it flosls silenlly away lsaving no trace behind.

Thers are two ways in shich the "Idylls of the Eing”™ may be

refarded. They zay be copsidered nerely 23 poelical adaptations of

the old Avthuriap lesends, for which Tepnyson sas deeply indebted to
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dentecd. irkori )
Malory: or they may be pedarded 33 having a deeper significapce. By
the association of Arthur and bis knigbis of Lbke Round Table in an
organizatiop to prosote Lbe cosmcn weal Tennyson meaznt to portray
ideal social relations. These asould not lomz endure, bowaver, the
knighis were buman. 'They were oversoss by lheir passions apd dis-
sensions arose which fipally ended in \be deatlb of Arthur, In this
lattzr conceplion, Tennyson exyresses.z truth ofl repesled in his
poems; that mo freat sccizl refors cap sver be forced upon bumanity.
It is only by Zradual groath and develcpment Lhat sankindiwill becoae
fitted to undarstand life in its noblest, follest sepse; and not
until there is such perfect understanfing will the brotherhood of zan
be realized and

"s11 men”"s Hood
Eg sauh man’s ruls, and universal peaza

.32 like a shaft of lisht asross the land.”
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