University of Rhode Island
Digital Commons@URI

Student and Lippitt Prize essays University Archives

1900

Municipal Transportation

Charles Noyes Wheeler
University of Rhode Island

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.uri.edu/lippitt prize
& Dart of the Urban Studies and Planning Commons

Recommended Citation

Wheeler, Charles Noyes, "Municipal Transportation" (1900). Student and Lippitt Prize essays. Paper 23.
http://digitalcommons.uri.edu/lippitt_prize/23http://digitalcommons.uri.edu/lippitt_prize/23

This Essay is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at Digital Commons@URI. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Student and Lippitt Prize essays by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons@URI. For more information, please contact

digitalcommons@etal.uri.edu.


http://digitalcommons.uri.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.uri.edu%2Flippitt_prize%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.uri.edu/lippitt_prize?utm_source=digitalcommons.uri.edu%2Flippitt_prize%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.uri.edu/archives_publications?utm_source=digitalcommons.uri.edu%2Flippitt_prize%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.uri.edu/lippitt_prize?utm_source=digitalcommons.uri.edu%2Flippitt_prize%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/436?utm_source=digitalcommons.uri.edu%2Flippitt_prize%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.uri.edu/lippitt_prize/23?utm_source=digitalcommons.uri.edu%2Flippitt_prize%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@etal.uri.edu




Vunieipal Transportation.

The nineteenth century is closing wpon a race that is
destined to live in cities or under conditions more or less strici-
ly urban. This fact has only recently foreed ite way inte the
general comnsciousness. ¥For a quarter of a century the eities of
the United States have taken a distinguished pride in their buoy-
ant growil. MNost of them have eagorly weloomed the evidence of
large yearly or decennial additions to their mmbers. But at
length they are discoveriig that the city element begins to yre-
ponderate in a country whose whole fabrie of civilization had beon
wrought wpon & foundation of agrioultural and rurel life, and that
the futupe sufety of owr institutions requires that we learn how
to adapt ity 1life to the promotion of thes general wellare.

S8ince 1ife in cities under new and artificial conditions,
sesus hemoeforth the lot aseigned to the majority of families, 1%
misl be scoepted for the present gencration and ite imwediate
successors. This order apparently inevitable is not to be rebelled
against as an evil, but welcomed an 1if it were the most desirable
of destinies, because the present disadvantages of city life are
remediable. The conditions that swrround the nmasses in modern
cities can be so adjusted to their neede as to result in the high-
eat developenmsnt ol the race, in body, mind, and character. The
problens to be solved, however, are numerous and extreuely diffi-
cult, and to nauze and describe thew 211, in more than c¢an be at—
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Emm at this time. The question of transpertation is, at
present, one of the most irmortant occoupying the attention or
the oity suthorities, and it will be the object of this paper
to show what the cities of the United States, as well as some
in Brope, are doing to solve this great problem.

In order to fully understand the impertance of transpor-
tation in ecities, we muet know something of the erowded ocondi-
tion. In Olaagow, in 1750 the population was less than 25,000;
in 1850, it was approxiunately 325,000: in 1A%0, it was 478,000
and in 1890 we find within & district esix or seven miles long |
and about thre- and one half miles wide, 800,000 pecple. We can |
gee Ly 2 glance at these {igures that the density of the populs-
tion 1s axtremely groat, ad thie in turn causes unclean stre=is,
poor ventilation, unpleasant sanitary conditions, and last of
all epidenic disesses, Kesping the death rate at a very high
figure.

The eity of Manchester also has a dense populstion.
Within a radius of fifteen miles from the town hall, there were
dwelling secording to the gensus of 1890, more that 5,000,000
souls. The munieipality, howevar, ineludes only sbout twelve s
acres with = population of 530,000. Ae a matter of eomparison, |
Chicago has twioce the population of Manchester and an area eight |
tires as large. Brooklyn, in 1890, had about the sawe nunber

|
of inhabitants as Manchester housed in an srea sonewhat more l
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restricted, the eversge mmber of persons beinz sbout forty-
nine to the sore. These statistice from citics which have
increased their population most rapidly, go to prove that the
grert nas: oF people live in tenement houses, or a8 they are
sometimes called ¥flsts* , seversl persons, in some ceses two
or throe families often occupying one or two mall »ooms,
Statistice also state that in 1v60, 2.2% of the totel popule-
tion of the Uuited States was to be found in citiesn; in 1880,
22.5% ; in 1890, 80.1%; end at the seme rate, the ocensus of
1000 will show that 85% of the entire populstion is urban,
Again in 1780, thers were only six eitiee in the U.8, having
ovar 8,000 inhabitanta, while in 1860, there were 448,

We can now better understand why some method of transpor-
tation mst necessarily be adopted, to relieve thess congested
genters and fumish rapid trensit from them to the suburbs. To
sosomplish this end, strset railways of various kinds were
built and for & time ware sufficient; but growth has besn so
rapid that oities still find themselves confronted by the seame
sarious problem of too much crowding et the centers and inad-
squate means of transportetion. Improvements must be made and
more repid and effislent systerm eatablished. Various cities !

hava taken up this subject and dealt with 1t with more or less
success, while others ere still considering it, ¥t is oupr
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pufipose to show how some have overcome the difficulties invol-
ved,

As the davelopment of the ordinary street railway has
followed sbout the ssme course in most of our aities, e history
of the Philadelphin system mey be considered typileal. On Jan.
20, 1868, the firet street oar 1ine was put in operstion in
Philadelphin. This line was constructed in the face of wide-
spread oppomition, &Strsot rallronds hed been introdused eariier
into ¥ew York, Ohisego, Bowton and other cities, but the oit-
isens of Philsdelphis wers not favorably lmpressed, The prin-
oipel arguments ageinet the constmuction of the road were: that
the proposed road was » mischievous construction aiming at

monopPoly smonz the lines snd methods of travel; that the onrs

could not b= eesily stopped end therefore were dangerous to

to human 1ife; thet the noiss would disturd the reposs of the
residenta of the streets and mske 1lifs unbearable; that the value
of propssty along the lines would depreciste greatly on this
account; that the streets were already ovorarowded and the in-
trodustion of rmilronds would edd to the congestion of treffic;
and that the rails would r™uin tha streets for the use of ocarri-
ages and wagons. Once in operstion, however, the line proved

itsnlf a declded success, and other companies were granted
frenchises, and begen to build their lines. Horse power was

ussd on ell thase Aystenm, ang they sapldly painas Favaw

|
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But Just &8s the people hnd setilsd down to a chesrful
acceptance of the stree rallway system, they were again sroused
to renewed controveray when the various companies snnounced that
they intendsd to run cars on Sundey, Previous to this time
the Philadelphinns hed alweys observed Sunday ss 2 apored day,
and they rigorously opposed the sction of the companies,
They appealsed to the mayor and he in turn $risd to prevent 1it.
The companies refused to listan, however, ungil the General
Assembly took m hand in the matter, vhen a compromise wes
effected, whoreby the companies sgreed to stert no ocars on
Bundry bafore 1 o'slock P.M., to remove all bells on that day,
and to instruct drivers to walk their horses pest pleces of
publie worship., This compromise wes soon broken and in a short
tine cara were run a8 regulsrly on Sunday a8 on any othor day.

During the period from 1868 to 1874, Shirty-nine ocom-
panies ware given cherter sighte to operate street orrs in
Philadelphie, Some of them, for meny yeers, naintained s sep-
arate existence. But the majority of them soon entered into
an ellience for the purpose of regulsting competition, eslled
the Boerd of Presidents of 0ity Reilrosd Oompenies. This -
organizstion sought to obtain = scomplete monopoly. Whensver
a gompany wes not represented on the Board sold tickets for
less than five cents, sction wne irmedintely taken ageinst it,
Tforeing 1t to restore the 0ld fere. Soon the fareg begsn to



.
rise: first to six cents then to seven cents, snd again the
publiz rigorously protested, until finally the action of the
Board was denounced %8 & consplracy and punisheble under
common levws. Thus the ratea were redused to the originel price
but a8 & resuit, the munber of compenien was redussd, un®il in
1877 there wers only seventeen, and they opereted 266 niles
of strest railrosds.

Mattera remeined thus until the formation o the Union
Traction COo., whiash proceadad %o weld the acmpenies of the
city into a system Per-reaching =nd powerful, The peonle could
not stop the monopoly nor sould the the legisieture, In 1802,
vhen electricity was substituted for horss powsr there were but
thres compenies, The final atep was teken in 1806 when the
Union Traction Co. bought ans of the linew and leaned the others.
Thus was thes tendency toward monopoly in mnisipel pmmtte®s shown.
Yet thers is n check on the systom nov in operation. The
Oeneral Assembly have placed no Iimit on the period of cor-
porate axistensce of ths coumpany. Marthenmore tha President
of the rond mnt Tile in the office of the city solicitor e
papsr showing the exact cost of the entire line, and the city
resergan the right, t0 purchase the ssme £t any time by paying
the cost of =aid roed or roads and cersg =t = fair valuetion.
Any company refusing to conssent ot the purehase of its property
shall forfeit al!l righte 2nd privileges 1t may have scquired.

—
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Again the strest reilway Oo. must repair all atreets over which
its lines are operated, and is slso compelled by law to charge
8 uniform fars, obey all laws governing the munning of cars
through the stresta, and other minor detaiis. Thus the strest
rallvay system of Philsdelphie, althoush owned und operated
by 8 private comyany, is practically under munisipal control.
It is well managad snd for the present is suf™eient to han-
dle the traf io.

Many cities, however, find problams of a mlre serious
neturs to solva, Wor instance, New York in trying to eccommo-
deate the publie, found that the street lines were so numerous
that the streets were £ mere metwork of wires oarrying the
deadly ourrent. Danger %o hausn life was very great, begause
these wires would get broken snd fall to the streest, Thia
was gspecially dangsrous during n hesvy wind., Accordingly the
wiren, or some of them &t least, were drawn into sub-ways and
tha power delivered to the cars from undernsath, But these
sub-ways formed reservéirs for esceping ges from the under-
ground mains, and occasionally sn explosion would tenr up n
gtroet, &and grestly endanger life snd property. This problem
in turn hed need to be solved, snd the compmnies then provi-
ded 8 system of blowars located in various parte of the city,
whisch by force of sir driven under pressure through pives run-
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ménholes. In 1808, sbout 60,000 rdles of wires for power end
lighting service, had besn dvewn into these subways,

After all this trouble und expenss, the sveten is still
unsetisfectory, because 1t oannot handle the traffis of the oity.
We can realize the great smount of travel in New York, when we
read that at the present time, & syaten of Rapid Transit in
that city must be shle %o escornmodete 160,000 prasengers in
ones hour in one direstion. After & four years struggle, the
eity hes now completed the contract for & wapid trensit line.
The sonstruction of 1t hés alvesdy begun the irst shovelful
of earth havine bogn removed in fyont of 0ty Hall abo#it
March 16th.

The elsvated rotd of NWew York hes contrifuted grestly
WONLrG tha Malial of the congested centers, It is operated by
otemm and trains of three nnll four olrs min eve .y o miuibod.
J*ations nre logated on either side of the doubla track and are
refched by stairways laading ®rom the street. 8teps also
eneble one to aroas the ftracks whove the traina, as all walk-
ing on the track is forbidden. Trains have no condustors, but
e perason must depoeit his ticket in s dox provided for it at
sech sPation, then get aboard and go &8s far og he oaren to. 2
Many workinz psople use this rosd becemse of its chemp snd

efficient service. It owns 286 miles of track and in 1884
garried nearly 220,000,000 passengers.
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The difficulties in PBrocklyn, howevar, are rrester than
in any other oity in the United States, snd there is no relier
posaibls until New York Oity slone or in commsotion with private
sapital 1s prepered to spend meny millions of @ellers in
additional bridges scross or tunnels undernssath: the East River,
The one REast River Bridge in of courre, the populsr commmmnicr—
tion and by sotusl count the bridge cars carry about 88% of the
entire trafric betwsen the two citles. A= the tra™"ie 1s not
equally distributed ies very difficult to handle, For instance,
between 8.50 and 9 o'olock svery morning, & period of 2 1/2
hours' sbout 70,000 psoyls pass over this bridgs, snd the
name mumber try to get back at nightin less than ons hour and
8 half, while if the evening is foggy end the ferries deserted,
there may be from 26,000 to 80,000 more. Cf course to ascom- ,
modete this immenge crowd in so short & time is utterly in-
possible and the brosd promennds is filled to overfiowing,
all pushing over the bridgs st a lock-satep psce. Relief ia
spproaching, however, in the form of a second bridge soross
the Best River, which, althoughnot sufficent to scommodate
all the spurplus traffic will be s great help in dolng 90.

The subjssct of & tunnel is slso being agitated, eand
preliminary investigations are already well under way. The

{mmadiate future will doubtless see this plan also realized.
In Portliand, Orsgon, it was found imposseible to gener-
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ate in the sity power enough to run & sufficient number of cars
to accommodate the people. But this difficulty hes been met
in a way to furnish sn objest lemson to other cities with like
conditions., The power is genersted in oregon city, & distsnca
armlum.mmmummmnrnml
of the greatest water powsrs on the Pacific Oomat, mm;
ed Victor turdbines ere consated with thres generstors, deliver-
ing an altermating eur=ent of 6,000 volts, which is transformed
by the propsr apparatus, et the PFortland end of the line to a
potentinl of 400 volts., This current ia then delivered to
rotary tranaformers snd these deliver s direct ourrent of 6500 |
volts which is used for strent oar parvice. The company also
supplies power to the city for électric lights, which lessens
the expenses of tranmitting it over sush s long distemce. In
epite of mll this extra sxpsnse, the stret cer Tares are no |
more in Portland then in other cities, |

The city of Detroit, ons of the "irat in the country to
mmn high spaed cars now operstes 72 miles of rond nnd uses the
glternnting ourrent and tranmsformera. This system besides sc-
cormodating ths clty traffic, mmns cers out inte the country
and hendles Treight, The loeal tradesmen nre thus supplied with

rruit, fresh maat nnd fish, vegetebles, ste., every day.
Marchante in outlying towna can elso supply thelr customers

with pgoods fro: the oity in sbout twe heurs by electriz car |
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garvice. This plant also furnishes slsctric liphts to towns
and residences along its route.

Most of the western cities have sucgeedsd in provid-
ing a rapid end cheap means of reaching the suburbs from the
fectoriea and shops; and @s 2 remult, the majority of the work-
ing clasn veside in the healthy districts, have Tirst class
sanitary conditions and are ntil) eble to attend to thedr lasbors
in the business part of the oity. TFor instance, Ohieago has
a rapid trensit lins ospabls of ruming traines of six cars
each by means of an electric locomotive, st & spesd of 18
miles psr hour, snd runs 30 traine per hour, thus heving a oap-
acity of 11,000 passengsrs psr hour in one direction,

Cleveland, Ohio, a olty whoses whole system & mundo-
ipal govermment is sgmirabie, Neo two electric roads running
out inte the surrounding country. Soth linse =un trains for
the purpose of bringing in the produce from the fermuing dis—
tricto, am well as providing a way for the peopls to live
4a the country. To every market gerdiner these lines are
worth $100,00 per yeer,

Payton is snother oity that has a very good transporte-
tion system. The lines are aoperated by three companies and

cars run every four minutes in the most crowded sections and

not lsss than six mimutes apart anywhsre. Tickets =re sold
26 for $1.00 and are good on any ons of these linss., Trans-
fere are also issued from ons road to any of the others. Thers
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are plenty of cars, and the sccommodstion of the public is
excellent even in the "rush hours®,

The system in San Frencisco is still unsble to satisfy
the demand of trafic, and extensive sdditions are now being
made. Tunnels =re being dug for high-speed trains, snd further-
more ths people mre agitating the subject of lower fares, The
companiss refuse to grant this request, becsuse they Tail to
sea rmy benefit rom the reduction., They claim that am they
give tranafers to,the other roads in the city mnd divide the
fares, Tive cents, they could not compel mnother road to acoept
these transfers 1f the fares were lower; and vheress 2 person
now using a transfer ocould ride sccording to the present
system to hias placs of business for five cents, if the fares
wars reduced even to three cents, transfers would not be given
and 4t would cost him six cents for the asame rides Again, the
companiss claim that 1" the people insist on & reduced fare,
with transfers, the only natural result will be & redustion
in the wages of the employeen of the various rords, The ques-—
tion is still under consideration.

Rapid traneit in Boston is furnizhed by an underground
line of tracks as follows; from Shewrmut Ave. and Tremont 8t.,
to Boylston, thence under the mall of the common to Park St.

Ohurch, thance under Tremont to Soccllay Sqguers, mnd from there
t0 & Parminel mt the Northamn Union Station, An intevasting
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feature of the system is, that tracks going ih opposite direc-
tions never croses, This is affected by building sub-subways.
For instence ® car ending ite trip st Park 8t. passes by a loop
under the intermediate track instesd of crossing it. The sub-
way is artificially ventilated and lighted. It is drained by
point pumpe located at the lowest places, This underground sys-
rem 18 to be connected with mn elevated one, and a tunnel to
BEast Boston; so that Boston will soon have ans of the most ef-
ficient rapid trangit systems in the country.

In the city of Buffalo the power for the slectric lines
is obtained from Nisgars, Oostlt changes have been made on
the street car system, and ot present 1t is sufficient to
handls the traffic of the city.

The Uniofi Strest Railway Co. of Providence has a service
of from 260 to 400 cars and is rapidly inoreasing its capacity.
This Co. controls the roed to Buttonwoods and hes substituted
electricity for steam., The spparatus of the alternating -
current majes this pogsible, and solves the problem of econom-
iosl production of power, beomuse with the dissat current at
lssat thres power smtetions would be necessary, whils with the
alternsting current, one power-house is sufficient, The fare
from Providence to Buttomwoods is now fiftesn cantg, wharens

v
whan the road was operated by stemm, 1t was twenty-five cents.
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The spead of the slsctric oar is fully equal to that of the
steom car for it runs at an average spesd of 40 miless per hour
outaide the city limits,

Some Americsn cities are at the prassnt time considering
the question of substituting ligquid sir for elsotricity, but
a8 yot the experinents have not been succesaful snough to insure
the possidbility of s change,

In Orest Aritain and continental Burope the methods of
transportation have not yst renchad that state of perfection
attained by American citiss. In most oases the strest rail-
ways are owned snd opersted by the oity, and they believe in
low rates and orowded cars, The Enoreasing population oalle
for larger fecilities but the cities refuss to add the necessary
cars,

In ldverpool the oity operntes » system of tramweys end
at present thers is no poswsibility of the introduction of elec-

tric or cable care. Whils the people may not be wholly satis-
fisnd with She street railwsy facilities now furnished, etill

the city povernemnt would seriously opposs any project for tear-
ing up the streets, vhich is necessary for a cable or elec'ric
wire conduit, end an overhead wire would not be permitted.

The strects have bean paved in o very caref™il mamner at an

expenss of sbout $5,00 per square yard and if the surface
were disturbsd it wonld be necesssary to repeve tha entire strest

il
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forn curd to curd in order to obtain complete uniformity.

Thirty yeers sgo it was impossible for a bank clerk in
London to live mors than welking distance from his work,
while the fmotory people were compelled to live in the immedi-
ate vicinity of the shops. To-dey we ™ind s rapid, chesp, and
convenient means of transportation to the outskivrts of the oity
although the system is far from perfect because it is unable
to handle the large mmount of traffio. Bills aps being ocon-
sidered by Parlisment, howsver, snd it is quite probable that
the system will bs inoretsed sufficiently to accommodate the
entire traffic,

Manchester 18 a 11ttle better situated than Liverpool
ns regards transportation, yet there is no present intention
to introduce electric of ecable lines, The city suthorities
have endsevored to pras ordinances goverfing the convenience

of ths publie snd heve in part succeeded. But atill more
could be dons to parfeet the system now in uss,

In Birmingham there are four aifferant systems of street-
railwey Prensit; vis,, steam, electriec, cable, nnd horse cars,
all owmed and operated by the gity. Pules governing the orowd-
ing of oars, and other convenisnoes of the public are strictly

enforced, and the laboring olass have a mesans of cheap access
to the healthy districts.
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The next important point to be considered im the relation
of the municipality to the street railway company. The impor-
tance of this is shown first, by the grent influence the Oo.
mEy secure over the oty govermment, A shrswd and wetlthy ocor-
poration with mo mach st stake is quick to take advantspe of
any oarelessness on the pert of oity of"icisle; and before the
public is aware, it may secure privilages which place it be-
yond the power of the muthorities, It can then act as it
pleasen regarding feres, servics of the public, or oare of
streets, without the posaibility of interference, and this in
spité of the fact that 4t &s = monopoly on which the public is
wholly dependent. Again the sxistencs of so powarful and wealthy
a corporation is & sourcs of great corruption in pelitics, Mur-
tharmore the profits of the business may be extremely large
sincs thers can be no competition. Wenos without some regu-
lation, the compenise may be able to sarn exorbitant dividends
at the sxpense of tha city. Thus the Street R.R. Co. of Phil-
adelphis, the larpest property of ita kind in the world, al-
though paying licences and taxes of 8,75 of ite entire receipts,
had total operating expenses of only 490% of its receipts in 1808
The profite wes over $12,000 per mile on probable cost of
duplisation, or sbout 18§ on the entire cepital invested.

Another instance of large financisl benefits is in New
York, whers the net earnings in 1867 were $88,422,00 par mile,
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or 21% on the invested capital. The necessity for some control
over such monopolies im &t onoe evident; and if the cities
owned these lines instend of private companies a large income
might be derived from them snd a saving to the public bs effects
A good sxampls of excessive profits is afforded by the
New York Hlevated whose dividends on stock and bonds were at
the rate of 4%. But this is reckoning capital st $v0,000,000
or about $2,000,000 per mile; whereas the real cost was said
to be $#760,000 per mile and it could be duplicated as shown
in Brooklyn for leas than $402,000 & mile. On propsr valuation
then, the dividend was nearly 28f. This shows the effect of
watering stock over which the city should have some control.
Agein n street railrond may largsly determine the growth
of & oity in mny direction it chooses, beomuse it 1s probable
thet the populstion will inoresse along the electric iines.
This hasbeen the case in the past and undoubtedly will be in
the fudure. It is very evident that the city should have
soms control of this growth, rather than that private companies
should direct 1t wholly to selfish ends,
The importance of this relation becomes e¥en more ev-
ident when wa examine some of the contracts which have been made
For instance, Chicago a few years =go was nsked by n corpo-

rationto grant a pearpstusl franchise, It was only by » hard
politioal fight that the messure waa defeated. The authori-
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ties were so carsless or subject to the influence of' the com-
pany that the messure would have been pnesed but fot the activ-
ity of a few public spirited sitizens. Tt must be remembered
that by provision of our national constitution, “contrecks once
made cannot be broken without the consent of both parties®.

Another instance i that of Cineinnati, where the oity
granted the compuny the Tree use of the streests, and having
no voice as $0 how tha privileges of the public should be
respacted.

Agein the New York Hisvated obtainec in 1892 a franchise
for 660 years. For several $esrs this llne paid the oity &%
of its receints but now pays nothing.

Othar oltles have given franchises without any compen—
sation for periods varying from 60 So 080 years, and in every
otse ths city novw realises ita carelesmnsasn,

In exsmining the relstion of the mmnicipality to the
RR. 0o., lot us first look at the commom long tesm franchise,
In granting this, the eity suthoritiss often fall to uake
a provision for the disposal of the road at the and af “he th
time. They also omit many of thes conditions which are inniasted
upon whan the temu is u ghort ons, Thars is no excuas for §
g0-ysar gontract at thim snlishtenad ape of the world. Bven
1f Bhe cantefpal offisinls had the wight to giva away valusble

aaoets belonging to thelr own generation, they have a0 right
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to bind posterity. Thoush knowing this fnot, the states of
Louisiana and Mississippl still alow 99-ysar sontrasts. Do,
Albsrt Shnaw, & most thorouzh student of municipal affaies, in
the Now York Independent for iMay 1887 says, "Any man olaiming
intelligancse, and osoupying an offisial position, who works,
spenka, Or votes, for mensuras intended So mnke it pasier for
any great corporation to obtain a GO yenr frmnohiee, 18 'prina’
facie' & rassal®,
Aun instance of' s Long-temy sontrast is in Des Moinaa,
Tova, whera the company obtainsd the free use 0" st™atn for
GO years, still ownad the road at the end of that tine, and
maks thadr o'm riies governing the Tanning of gars.
The trend at present is to grant twanty year franchises.

This kesps Strect reilway questions proninently at the front
in public discussions. Any evils resulting fom them are more
than counter-balanced by the resulting education of public
opinion. The state of Mimmesota proposes to restrict her
franchises to & tern of ten years, This nny prove to be atill
better than ths twenty vear lew, vhich hus worked well wharever
it hes been tried. Instancea of short-term franchises rcre to
be found in Oleveland, Chio, rnd Detroit, In the former oclty

n compeny obteined 2 lsase of the stresls Tor twenty venrs, mnd
undsr gonditions very favorable to the mniecipality, that ia,
regerding feress, crowded cars, ¢A"e of streats, snd disposel of
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road st “he expiration of the jense. In Detroit. conditions
even more strict than in Olsveland wers ineluded i1 *he contrect,

We sse cities =ll over the country following the example
of the two just mentioned in tryimg to obtain faversble con-
tracts. Nor instence the contrast for the undergroung rapid
transit line jJust complated im New York ia no favorable to the
oity, that 1t meems aluost inoredible. At the end of 60 yenrs
the oity will own the entire rond without expending s dollar,
It comes about in this nanner. The city borrows $86,000,000
at 8finterest. The contrector from tha receipts of the rord
pays the city 4 1/2€ on the value of the bonds, whish not only
covars the interest upon them, but provides o sinking Tfund which
will pay the prinsiple at the and of G0 years. Therefors the
next genaration will reselive the sntire system without pay-
maent snd withouts debt. The strecs N2, Oo's positively »e-
fused to provide new facilitiss, and no other corporftion
would undsrteke to constuuct »n rapid trensit line. But the
strugrle is proasticslly over, snd henseforth Amsrican oities, |
vhen corporations demand perpetunl franchises, can remind them |
of the state of affrirs in New York. The conditions there nre ‘
so umsual snd requiremsnts 2o axtrens, that vhatever nscompliah-
es ite purpose in thet oity will sarve &= an object leason

of the grentest posnible utility elsevhere.
It seanms ns if New York weras becoming well sducsted in
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denling with municipal affairs, when we note the fact thrt in
1873 she granted e Tranchice to = rapid-transit Co. Tor 100
years to build tumnels, rnd cherged nothing for the use of
strects since 1% was to be for & public purpose. AgZein in 1602
she o fered for sale & franchiss for ODEfyenrs for constructing
and opsreting an undergeound systen,

There are nany matters in reptrdte whish these great
nonopolies should be controlleds Among these the most impor-
tent are Tares, ns illustrated by Detr8it where they nre lower
than in sny other oity in the United States; orowded cars;
no. of oars; cfre of streets: ea shown in Philedelphia vhere |
the city has sxcellsnt control over the street railwey lines;
end lestly the watering of astoek, whiaoh should be prevented ns
it is in smny ocitias.

In considering the sonditions by which & city may ob-
tain control, the question natusrally arises, why shell the city
not own nnd Operate its strses railronds ? The principle ar- '
gunent sgeainst this is that such ownership mey lessd to sor-
ruption in polities, and of course result in very inefficient H
service. Many points in favor of 'nd sgainst public ownership
could be mentioned, and are 2t the present time being discusued
by verious cities of thes world; and it is possible that in she

netr Mture we nry see cities doing mch more to solve the pro-




e
blem of relieving thes congested centers nnd providing s rapid,

cheap and ef'ricient method of transporteting the populntion
to thes herlthy distriects.
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