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Evaluating the Contribution of an Open-air Market to the Local Food System:
A Case Study of “Tsuku-Ichi” in Ibaraki Prefecture

Shusuke MATSUSHITA Y ", Yuka ITOI? and Seiichi SAKURAI®

1) Faculty of Life and Environmental Sciences, University of Tsukuba
2) Sodegaura Special Education School in Chiba Prefecture; Former Undergraduate Student in the College of
Agrobiological Resource Sciences, University of Tsukuba

3) Graduate School of Horticulture, Chiba University

This study evaluates the function and outcomes of an Open-air Market as a strong distribution channel in the
local food system from the viewpoint of consumer behavior. Results clarify how an Open-air Market can be
used by farmers to develop the local food system. Many and various kinds of Open-air Markets have come to be
strong distribution channels worldwide. This study examines “Tsuku-Ichi” in Ibaraki prefecture as an analytical
example of a market that might strongly impact on the local food system. This case study of “Tsuku-Ichi”, based
on our interviews of consumers in this market, reveals that it actually has high-impact on the local food system
only in the case of interaction between processed food producers and consumers. Consequently, it cannot play
such a strong role in deepening the interaction between farm producers and consumers.

Keywords: Open-air market, Local food system, Branch shop, Brick-and-mortar store, Consumer behavior
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