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The Effects of Stereotype-Evoking Information concerning Hometown on Interpersonal Attraction:
Using a Person Stimulus Described by Adjectives

A1 Matsuo (Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba, Tiukuba
305-8572, Japan)
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The present study examines how stereotype-evoking information about hometowns affects
likeability ratings of both stereotype-consistent and stereotype-inconsistent individuals. One group
of participants was first familiarized with stereotype-evoking information about a hometown (Osaka
stereotypes), while another group was not. Subsequently, these two groups were asked to evaluate
the likeability of either a stereotype-consistent or an inconsistent person described through related
adjectives. The results indicated that stereotype-evoking information did not affect likeability ratings
for the target person. Stereotype-evoking information neither enhanced understanding of a stereotype-
consistent person nor interfered with the understanding of a stereotype-inconsistent person. However,
understanding of the person was found to be related to increases in likeability ratings towards the
target person.

Key words: hometown-stereotype, interpersonal attraction, impression formation, stereotype-
consistent person, stereotype-inconsistent person
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