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Support for hearing impaired students in the School of Medicine

Noriko Sugae

Institute of Medical Science, Technical Service Office for Medical Sciences, University of Tsukuba,
1-1-1 Tennodai, Tsukuba, Ibaraki, 305-8575 Japan

A notebook PC and sign language interpretation were provided to students with a hearing impairment who were
admitted to the School of Medicine in 2004 for use in classes, practica, standard OSCEs, and clinical practice. In
addition, an exploratory committee on support for the hearing impaired was formed; its members include the Dean of
the School of Medicine, overall academic coordinator, head instructors, sign language support groups, and personnel
from the School of Medicine’s Academic Affairs and the Office for PCME. The exploratory committee is exploring
the types of future support needed to provide medical education.

Keywords: sign language interpretation; supervisor of sign language support; clinical practice and care groups
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