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On the Focus in Nominal Predicate Sentences "A no ga B da"

Waki, Keiko

O It has been argued that in a nominal predicate sentence with the particle ga, ga is a focus
marker and the focus is on the phrase preceding ga. However, recently it has been pointed out
that the focus can not fall only on the phrase preceding ga, but also on the phrase following ga
or even on the whole sentence.

O This paper examines the relationship between sentence structure and focus in nominal predi-
cate sentences of the structure "A no ga B da", i.e. sentences nominalized by no clauses as
subject.

O When A is a verbal predicate clause, "A no ga B da" sentences can be classified into two
types, 1), where a case relationship between the predicate verb in clause A and noun B can be
posited, 2), where it cannot be posited. In type 1 sentences, the focus tends to fall on the phrase
following ga. In a type 2 sentences, on the other hand, the focus tends to fall on the phrase before
ga. This tendency can be explained by sentence structure rather than discourse structure or
situational factors.
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