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Abstract

Tanada (rice terrace) is typical of the traditional rural landscapes in Japan. Since it
forms an agricultural marginal area, how to restore the deteriorated fanada, especially the
aesthetic value, becomes to acquire social concern. Owner System characterized by
participation of urban dwellers is a widely applied countermeasure for rehabilitation of
abandoned tanada.

This report is to examine the sustainability of Owner System, and Obasute
Tanada in Nagano Prefecture is selected as an example. Followings are the results of
direct interviews to key informants and questionnaires to every stakeholder carried out in
1117,

() Direct stakeholders of this Owner System are: landowners of the site, participants called
Tanada Owners, a local volunteer group called Meigetsu-kai, and the local government as
a facilitator of the program.

() Koshoku City takes a lease on the site and leases it again on annual basis to Tanada
Owners so that the program does not affect the titles of original landowners. Tanada
Owners are at the same time expected to engage in wet rice farming on each
allotment.

() Though farming practice is an essential factor to maintain the landscape of tanada,
neither the landowners nor Tanada Owners that mainly consist of urban dwellers can
provide necessary labor. It is Meigetsu-kai that engages in daily activities and supports
inexperienced Tanada Owners, who visit the site only under special occasions such as
transplanting and harvesting.

() Though this case of Obasute shows advantages compared to other tanadas, aging of the
Meigetsu-kai members as well as unstableness of Tanada Owners can be pointed out as

uncertainty of the program. The necessity to fix a certain number of Owners into the
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system and grow them as core supporters of the program is suggested to the local

government.

Key words: agricultural landscape, sustainability, Tanada Owner System, volunteer



